February 15, 2026

Sunday of the Last Judgment
“Meatfare Sunday” — Last day of eating meat until Pascha

On February 15th we commemorate:
Apostle Onesimus of the Seventy.

i ACVTOPA SRR
L

| Mt A CHICKOL
FTIGHoC 1K an Il

Icon of the Second Coming of Christ

Holy Wisdom Orthodox Mission
1355 North 4th Street « Grand Junction, CO 81501 ¢ 970-778-4160

https://www.holywisdomorthodox.com
holywisdomorthodox@gmail.com

Great Vespers, Saturday Evenings at 6:00 pm
Divine Liturgy, Sunday Mornings at 9:30 am (Hours at 9:05 am)
Paraklesis, Most Wednesday Evenings at 6:00 pm

Very Reverend Archpriest Luke Uhl, Retired, Interim Rector

Holy Wisdom Orthodox Mission
is a Parish in the Diocese of the West
of the Orthodox Church in America
Under the Spiritual and Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of
Bishop Vasily of San Francisco and the West

SUNDAY EPISTLE XND GOSPEL READINGS 2
Epistle, Sunday of the Last Judgement, (140) 1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2

BRETHREN, Food does not commend us to God; for neither if we eat are we
the better, nor if we do not eat are we the worse. But beware lest somehow
this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to those who are weak. For if
anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will not the
conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things offered to
idols? And because of your knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for
whom Christ died? But when you thus sin against the brethren, and wound
their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food makes my
brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest | make my brother stumble.
Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord?
Are you not my work in the Lord? If I am not an apostle to others, yet
doubtless I am to you. For you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

Gospel, Sunday of the Last Judgment, (106) Matthew 25:31-46

THE LORD SAID: “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy
angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations
will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as
a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He will set the sheep on
His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on
His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you
gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; [ was a stranger and you
took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; [ was sick and you visited Me;
I was in prison and you came to Me.” Then the righteous will answer Him,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give
You drink? When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and
clothe You? Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’
And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to
Me.” Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you
cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I
was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no
drink; I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not
clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.” Then they also will
answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?” Then He
will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.” And these will go
away into everlastlng pumshment but the rlghteous into eternal life.”




3 REFLECTION onTHe SUNDAY GOSPEL
Sunday of the Last Judgment

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

In its confession of the faith, the Church asserts that Christ will come “again
in glory to judge the living and the dead.” This is called the “Final
Judgment”, the “Last Day.”

Note that this Judgment Day, is called “Final” or “Last”. There is also a
judgment which is occurring now, the one which began at the start of
humanity, when God expelled the first humans (Adam and Eve) from
paradise and cut them off from the tree of life because of their sin. We
continue to distance ourselves from the glory to which God calls us — or we
come closer to God by the way we live.

There will also be a Particular Judgment for each one of us after our bodies
die and our souls stand before God Who will examine our lives and
determine which of His commandments we fulfilled and which we failed to
obey.

At the “Final” or “Last” Judgment the Divine Power of God will enable each
person to recall all their actions, good and bad, so that each person’s
objective knowledge may accuse or absolve his conscience.

In this way each and every person will be simultaneously judged, and
thereafter some will depart to everlasting joy while others will depart to
eternal and unending suffering.

Let us be clear to understand that God is not a “judge of men” like a
magistrate in civil court who passes sentence and imposes a punishment.

Rather, God is a Judge because of what He is: the Possibility of life and true
existence. When we voluntarily cut ourselves off from this Possibility, we
automatically “judge” ourselves.

It is not God’s sentence, but rather His very existence, that judges us when
we sin. When we sin, we disobey His will and His commandments, we
consequently separate ourselves from Him.

Christ tells us that in our relationships with other people we can gauge our
capacity to Love God and to obey His commandments.

Perhaps God’s commandments can be summed up in these words: “What the
Lord requires of us is show justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly
with God.” (¢f. Micah 6:8)

And again, consider the words of Saint John the Apostle and evangelist: “If
anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does
not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God Whom he has not
seen.” (1 John 4:20)

Amen.

A SUNDAY HOMILY 4
Christian Love is the “Possible Impossibility”

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

On the past two Sundays of this pre-Lenten period, our focus was on God’s
patience and limitless compassion, of His readiness to accept every sinner
who returns to Him. On this third Sunday, we are reminded of a
complementary truth: no one is so patient and so merciful as God, but even
He does not forgive those who are not merciful.

The God of love is also a God of righteousness, and when Christ comes again
in glory, He will come as our Judge. Such is the message of Lent to each of
us: turn back while there is still time, repent before the End comes.

This Sunday sets before us the eschatological dimension of Lent: the Great
Fast is a preparation for the Second Coming of the Savior, for the eternal
Passover in the Age to Come. But the judgment is not only in the future. Here
and now, each day and each hour, in hardening our hearts toward others and
in failing to respond to the opportunities we are given of helping them, we
are already passing judgment on ourselves.

Another theme of this Sunday is that of love. When Christ comes to judge
us, what will be the criterion of His judgment? The parable of the Last
Judgment answers: love—not a mere humanitarian concern for abstract
justice and the “poor,” but concrete and personal love for the human person
— the specific persons we encounter each day in our lives.

Christian love is the “possible impossibility” to see Christ in another person,
whoever he or she is. Each encounter is not merely an occasion for a “good
deed” or an exercise in philanthropy, but as the beginning of an eternal
companionship in God Himself.

The parable of the Last Judgment is about Christian love. Not all of us are
called to work for “humanity,” yet each one of us has received the gift and
the grace of Christ’s love. We know that all persons ultimately need this
personal love—the recognition in them of their unique soul in which the
beauty of the whole creation is reflected in a unique way. We also know that
people are “in prison and are sick and thirsty and hungry” because that
personal love has been denied them.

And, finally, we know that however narrow and limited the framework of
our personal existence, each one of us has been made responsible for a tiny
part of the Kingdom of God, made responsible by that very gift of Christ’s
love. Thus, we shall be judged on whether we have accepted this
responsibility or rejected it, on whether we have loved or refused to love.

Amen.




5 FOR. CONSIDERATION
A Dialogue with a Spiritual Father on Fasting
Father, bless!

“The Lord bless you.”

Father, I would like you to tell me a few things about fasting.
“In order to say something, you must experience it, you must live it. Only
one who was born near the sea or is a seaman can speak of the sea. But I will
tell you what the Fathers said who were very familiar with fasting.”

When did fasting appear?
“Fasting is natural to man. It was given to man by God, in Paradise.”
But why did God give fasting? To constrain man?
“No, to free him! Saint John Chrysostom writes that when God created man,
He took him and placed him in the hands of fasting, which is an affectionate
mother and teacher. It does not limit but it cultivates man.”

Is fasting necessary, Father?
“Chrysostom will again reply: ‘If fasting was necessary in Paradise, it is
much more necessary outside of Paradise. If medicine was useful before an
injury, it is much more useful after an injury.” Fasting was given in Paradise
as a precaution to not fall. Since man fell it is given therapeutically.”

Then what is the purpose of fasting?
“‘Fasting withers evil desires,” says Maximos the Confessor; and Symeon

the New Theologian says, ‘it softens our hearts.” Through fasting ‘every
good work is accomplished and perfected,” says Gregory Palamas.”

How should we fast, Father?

“Fasting is a means and spiritual tool which is not limited to food, but the
entire man must fast. Listen to Chrysostom: ‘Do you fast? Give me proof of
it by your works. If you see a poor man, take pity on him. If you see a friend
being honored, do not envy him. Do not let only your mouth fast, but also
the eye and the ear and the feet and the hands and all the members of our
bodies. Let the hands fast, by being free of greed. Let the feet fast, by ceasing
to run after sin. Let the eyes fast, by disciplining them not to glare at that
which is sinful. Let the ear fast, by not listening to evil talk and gossip. Let
the mouth fast from foul words and unjust criticism. For what good is it if
we abstain from eating meat, but bite and devour our brothers?’”

How do we bite and devour our brothers?

“With slander and criticism, which proceed from the lack of love for them.”
By your prayers, Father!

“The Lord’s! Remember: fasting is meant primarily to hunger for God!”

If you have any questions or concerns, speak with your parish priest!

SYNAXARION ror tHis SUNDAY 6
Sunday of the Last Judgement, Sunday of Meatfare
On this day we commemorate the inescapable second coming of Christ,
ordained by the most divine Fathers to be observed after the parable of the
Prodigal, so that no one who has learned of the love of God for mankind
from it will live in laziness saying, “God loves mankind, and when I am
separated from Him by sin, all is prepared for my restoration.”

This fearsome day of judgment has been designated for commemoration
now, that through fear of death and the expectation of future torment, those
who live in laziness may be encouraged to the virtues, not trusting only in
the love of God, but also realizing that He is the righteous Judge who will
judge all men according to their deeds.

In other words, those souls who have passed over are obliged to undergo
judgment. And this present feast is a type of symbol of this in that it is
presented now as a final celebration just as it will be the last event after our
death. For it behooves us to contemplate that as the beginning of the world
and Adam’s fall from Paradise are commemorated on the following Sunday,
so this day is the end of all days and of the world itself.

The commemoration is called the second coming, since Christ appeared to
us at His first coming in the flesh and delivered humanity, and He will come
again to judge whether that which He commanded us has been observed.

And when will this second coming occur? No one knows; for although He
mentioned several preceding signs, the Lord concealed it from His Apostles.

And when the angels sound the trumpets, all the nations of mankind will
gather from all places and from all the ends of the earth in Jerusalem, for it
is the center of the earth. And there the thrones will be set for judgment. Then
all souls will be reunited with their bodies and clothed in incorruptible
beauty, transformed into one likeness.

And with one word the Lord will separate the righteous from the sinners.
Those who have done good will receive eternal life, and the sinners will be
once more sent to eternal and everlasting torment.

Let it be noted that Christ will not ask who fasted, or who was naked, or who
performed miracles, for although these things are good, mercy and
compassion are far better.

For all the Church of God will joyfully delight in attaining the Kingdom of
Heaven, being close to God in His holy place, and receiving everlasting glory
and exaltation. But those who are separated from God through wasting the
life of their souls in laziness and temporal nourishment will receive torment
and darkness and be eternally deprived of the divine radiance.
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The 70-day Triodion period, with its fixed four Sundays prior to the Great Fast
(also called “Great Lent”), began to be formed in its current form during the
sixth century. Saint Dorothéos of Gaza (ca. AD 505 - 565) writes that an eighth
week was added to the original seven-week period of fasting before Pascha. This
week, which we call Cheesefare Week, begins today on this “Meatfare” Sunday.
By “Meatfare” we mean a day of eating flesh meats.

The Saint states, “The holy Apostles elected to consecrate out of the 365 days of
the year, seven weeks of fasting, and they so ordained this observance. Later,
the holy Fathers thought it advisable to add another week for two reasons. First,
they wished to better prepare themselves for entering on the labor of fasting
during Great Lent. Second, they desired to honor with their fasting the holy
number of forty days during which our Lord Himself fasted.”

Regarding this second consideration, we must first understand what the Church
means by “fasting.” As is well known, Orthodox Christians “fast” not by
avoiding all food but by “abstaining” only from vertebrate products (meat and
dairy), wine (along with all alcohol), and olive oil (as well as all oils).

Strictly speaking, the Orthodox do not fast (abstain) on Saturdays and Sundays
because wine and olive oil are consumed on these days — nevertheless abstaining
from eating vertebrate products on weekends during fasting seasons.

A 40-day fast is calculated as follows: to six weeks of Great Lent (30 weekdays),
are added the five days of Holy Week and the five days of Cheesefare Week for
a total 40 days, corresponding to the time the Lord fasted in the wilderness (cf.
Matthew 4:1-11),

Holy Saturday is not considered among these forty “fast” days but is observed
separately. This is because it is a most-sacred day, consequently a day of strict
fasting (no food) as thus as the only Saturday fast day of the year.

Curiously, the five days of Cheesefare Week are counted among the forty days
even though it a week of fasting only from meat but not from dairy products.

The term “meatfare” (Greek: “apokreas;” Latin: “carnival”) to describe this
Sunday dates to the reign of Emperor Justinian (AD 527-565) when, in AD 545,
a disagreement arose among the various Eastern Churches as to the above-
mentioned calculation of the forty days of fasting.

Some believed the five days of Holy Week were to be considered as part of the
Lenten fast and thus began the forty days on this Sunday. Others regarded Holy
Week and Holy Saturday as separate from the Lenten Fast and thus began the
forty days a week earlier (this past week). To minimize strife between the two
groups, the emperor ordered that meat should be sold in the markets during a
“meatfare week” to accommodate the first group and during which the others
could fast if they chose to do so.

It is difficult to trace when the Apocalyptic theme of the Second Coming and
Last Judgment was established for this Sunday. Hymns relating to the
Judgment were composed for this day by Saint & Continued on page 8

HYMNS xttHe DIVINE LITURGY 8

Tone 3, Troparion (Resurrection)
Let the heavens rejoice. * Let the earth be glad. * For the Lord has shown
strength with His arm. *« He has trampled down death by death. « He has
become the first born of the dead. « He has delivered us from the depths of
Hades, * and has granted to the world  great mercy.

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple, of the Midfeast of Pentecost
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, * fill my thirsting soul with the waters
of piety, as Thou didst cry to all: « “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and
drink.” » O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 4, Kontakion of the Temple, of the Midfeast of Pentecost
Glory... Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, « cried to all in the midst
of the feast of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We fall
before Thee and faithfully cry: ¢ “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the
Fountain of our life.”

Tone 3, Kontakion, from the Lenten Triodion
Both now... When Thou, O God, shalt come to earth with glory, « all things
shall tremble, * and the river of fire shall flow before Thy judgment seat; *
the books shall be opened, and the hidden things disclosed; ¢ then deliver me
from the unquenchable fire, * and make me worthy to stand at Thy right hand,
O Righteous Judge.

Tone 3, Prokeimenon, Triodion
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power, His understanding is beyond
measure. (Psalm 146:5)

D S D SN E ST
Continued from page 7 # Romanos the Melodist (AD 490-556). A similar
hymn, attributed to Saint Theodore the Studite (AD 759-826), about the
Judgement is found in a ninth-century text of the Triodion for this Sunday.
Additionally, a tenth-century lectionary from the Church in Constantinople
indicates that today’s Gospel, Matthew 25:31-46, is the assigned reading.

As far as the carnival nature of Meatfare Week, Saint Theodore the Studite in
his Catechetical Lecture for Meatfare Sunday: “Brethren and fathers, it is our
tradition to cease eating meat as we enter the Fast. And yet one may see among
certain men in the world a great competition in meat-eating and wine-bibbing —
and one might even behold spectacles of outrageous behavior which it is
shameful to speak about. Brethren and fathers, it is necessary for our salvation
that we eat with moderation and give thanks to the Lord for what we have; in
this way we make worthy preparation for the Divine Banquet awaiting us. But
they who are possessed by the wiles of the devil do the opposite, demonstrating
that they have accepted the Evil One rather than the other: Him Whom we
receive through peaceful quiet and humility.”
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EBanrenue
Koeoa ace npuudem Coin Yenoseueckuii 6o crase Ceoell u 6ce cesamoule
Aneenvt ¢ Hum, moeoa csioem na npecmone ciagvl Ceoetl, u cobepymces npeo
Hum 6ce Hapoowl,; u omoenum oOHux om opyeux, Kax nacmvipb omoeisiem
ogey om k03108, U nocmasum osey no npasyo Ceoro CMopomy, a Ko3uos -
no aeeyr. Tozoa cxaxcem Llapv mem, xomopuvie no npagyio cmopouy Ezo:
npuuoume, Onazocrogennvle Omya Moezo, Hacredyume ILlapcmeo,
VeOmosaHuoe am om co30anus mupa: ubo amxan A, u évl danu Mue ecmy;
arcadicoan, u vl Hanounu Mens,; Ovll CpaHHUKOM, U 6bl npunsiu Memns;
ObLn Hae, u vl 0denu Mens; Ovin bonen, u 6ol nocemunu Mens, 6 memHuye
owvLn, u el npuuiu ko Mue. Toeda npaeeonuxu cxaxcym Emy 6 omeem:
Tocnoou! xoeoa wmet eudenu Tebsi anuywum, u HAKOPMUAU? UTU
aAcadncoywum, u Hanounu? Ko2oa mel euoenu Tebs cmpanHukom, u npuHsIu?
unu nHazum, u ooenu? koeoa mol euoenu Tebs 6oIbHLIM, UIU 6 MEMHUYE, U
npuwinu k Tebe? U Llapv ckadicem um 6 omeem. UCIUHHO 2080PI0 8AM. MAK
KaK 8bl COeaiu 3mo 0OHOMY U3 cux bpamves Moux meHbuUX, MO coeaiu
Mnue. Tozoa ckadicem u mem, KOmMopble NO Ne6YI0 CHMOPOHY. UOume om
Mens, npoxnsamule, 8 020Hb eUHbIU, Y2OMOBAHHBIL OUABOTY U AH2ENAM €20:
ubo anxan A, u 6wl ne danu Mue ecmv; dcasxcoan, u 6vi He Hanounu Mens;
ObLL CMPAHHUKOM, U He npuHsIu Mens,; ovin Hae, u He o0enu Mens, b6onen u
6 memnuye, u ne nocemunu Mens. Toeoa u onu cxaxcym Emy 6 omeem:
Tocnoou! koeoa mwvr eudenu Tebs anuywum, unu KHCANCOYUUM, UTU
CMPAHHUKOM, UTU HASUM, UTU OOTbHBIM, UTU 8 MEeMHUYE, U He NOCTYICUNU
Tebe? Toeoa ckadicem um 6 OmMeem. UCMUHHO 2080PI0 8AM. MAK KAK 8bl He
coenanu 3mo2o 0OHOMY U3 CUX MeHbuux, mo He coenamu Mue. U notioym
cuu 8 My'Ky 6eunyo, a npageOHuKU 8 JHcusHb eynyio. (Mdg. 25, 31-46).

Csarurens Urnatuii bpssHuanHnHOB
Bo ums Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /yxa.

BennuectBenno nzobpaxkeno B EBanrennu ot Mardes
BTOpOE, CIIaBHOE MIPUILECTBUE l'ocnona,
HEIMUENPUATHBIM W cTrpamHbli  cyn FEro Hag
IJIEMEHAaMHU M HapoJaMH. JTa HeOObIKHOBEHHAs < 2
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] ¥ KapTHHA, NPeICTABJIEHHAS C HEOOLIKHOBEHHOW NPOCTOTON H
SICHOCTBbI0, HEBOJILHO OKHBJISIETCH TepeJd B30paMHM yMa, NOpaKkaer
cepaue crpaxom. Cozepuast 3Ty KapTUHY, MOXKHO H300pa3UTh COCTOSIHUE,
B KOTOPOE OHA IPUBOAMT Ayury, ciioBaMu NoBa: Vorcac msa cpeme u mpenem,
U 3e110 Kocmu Mos cmpsce. ycmpawuwiacs dxce eracu mou u niomu. llpn
HACTYIJICHUH CyZa [l U3THAHHUKOB ¢ HeOa, CTpaHa U3rHAHUS U KIISITBHI -
3eMJIsl - 3aIbUIACT, a HeOO CeUEmCs, KaK ceugaemcsi odedcod. MepTBelbl
BCEX BPEMEH U HapOAOB, BO30YKIEHHBIC )KUBOTBOpsLIEH Tpy0Ooii - CioBoM
Boxxuum - BoccTaHyT U3 TpoOOB M cocTaBiAT W3 cebs Heobo3pumoe U
Hencuncaumoe coopanue. [1onky n BOMHCTBA CBATHIX AHIENOB MPUIYT HA
CTpalIHOE 3pENHILE, HAa BEJINKOE CIyXkeHue. 1 aHremsl OTBEp)KEHHBIE
npenctanyT Ha cyd. CeiH Bokuil BoccaneT Ha NpecTose CIaBbl, CIaBbI
CTpallHOW 1O HEOOBATHOMY BeNMUYUIO ee. Bce pasymHble co3maHus
MOTPSICYTCS OT CTpaxa, yBuaes Co3aaTelisi CBOero, BHI3BABIICTO UX B ObITHE
W3 HUYTOXKECTBA eAWHBIM BceMmorymuMm CrnoBom. OHU OyAyT NpencTosTh
nepea Tem CnoBom, 11t Kotoporo HeT HEBO3MOXKHOTO UCTONHEeHU. OHU
Oynyt npenacroste nepen Toii XKusnbto, npu Kortopotii, BHe Ee, He MoxeT
ObITh MHOM xu3HU. CnpaBenuBo ckazaju OTUbL, YTO B 3TO I'PO3HOE
BpeMsl BCS TBaphb, ecJiM ObI OHA He ObLIa yaep:KaHa BCeMOTryIIeCTBOM
Boxnum, wu mpexocraBieHa camoii cebe, oOpaTtmiaace Obl B
HMYTOKecTBO. IlpaBennuku, yBuaeB munoM k Juny [lpasmy
COBEPUIEHHYIO, COUTYT CBOIO MPaBAy HE MMEIOIIEH HUKAKOrO 3HA4YEHUs, a
TPEIIHUKHN ONpaBIaHUEM, UY>KIbIM €BaHTEIbCKOTO pasyMa, OCYIST ceOsl.
Pemurcsa yvyacTh Becex Ha Be4HOCTh. [Ipexie HaCTyIUIEHHs 3TOro cyjaa
BoxecTBeHHBI AMOCTON CO3HAETCS, YTO OH HE MOKET ONpaBAATHCA, XOTS
U He 3HaeT 3a coboil HMKakoro rpexa: noromy 4yro Cyaus ero - bor. Bee
CBATBIE, BO BPEMs 3E€MHOT0 CTPAaHCTBOBAHHSA CBOErO, YacTO NPUXOAST
BOCIIOMMHAHHEM M Pa3MbIIUICHHEM OJaro4ecTUBBIM Ha CTPALIHBIA CY[
XpHCTOB, - 0JIaTOBPEMEHHBIM, CHACUTENFHBIM CTPAaXOM OTpaKAatoT cedst OT
CTpaxa, KOTOPbI BO30yANTCS B MOTHOIIMX OTYasHUEM; 0J1aroBpeMEHHBIM
OCyKIeHHEM ce0si OHU cTaparoTcs OlaroBpeMEeHHO CHHCKATh ONpaBlaHHE,
I1ayeM oTBpaThTh Iiiad. bpaTtus! HyskHo, Heo0XxoamMo HaM, HEeMOIIHBIM
W TpelHbIM, 4YacToe BOCIIOMHHAHHE BTOPOr0 TNPHIIECTBHA W
CTPAIIHOro cyaa  XpHCTOBAa: TaKoe BOCIIOMHHAHHE  eCTh
OsaronagexHeimee mnpuyrorosjgenue. CrpameH ToT Cya, KOTOPBIH
O’KH/IaeT BCEX YEJIOBEKOB MOCE 0OIEro BOCKPECeHHUs, CTPaIlIeH U TOT CY[I,
KOTOpBI OKHJAET KaKIOro 4esoBeKa mocie ero cMeptd. IlocnenctBus
TOTO W APYTOro Cyda WM BOXKICICHHBI WiH OencTBeHHBL. Ecau 3eMHbIe
CyAbl, HA KOTOPBIX AeJd0 WAET 00 OJHOM TJEHHOM M BpPEMEHHOM,
B030Y:KIaI0T HaIlly 3200 TJIMBOCTh: TeM 0oJiee 10/:KeH 03a004UBATh HAC
cyn boxmii. C xakoit apyroit uensio ['ocroab Bo3BECTUI HAM O HEM TakK
SICHO, KaK He C LIeJIbI0 BO30YAUTH B HAC AyIIecacuTeNbHBIN & 3
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2 & cTpax, MOTYIIUI MPEIOXPAHNUTH HAC OT TPEXOBHOM, OECIICUHOM )KU3HH,
B KOTOPOH - ycnoBue Hamiel morudenu? [Ipenonoousiii Mnus, Erunerckuit
WHOK, 0€3MOJIBCTBOBaBIINi B DUBanjCKOW MyCThIHE, roBapuBai: «MeHs
YCTpAIllaloT TPU BPEMEHU: BpEeMs HCIICCTBUS AYIIM U3 Tela, BpeMs Cyla
Boxwus, u Bpems u3peueHus, Kakoe mocienyeT o Mue ot boray.

Amuno.

[Iporouepein BsiuecnaB Pe3snnkos
Bo ums Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /{yxa.

Cyn 5TOT COBEpIIUTCS, KOTJa B KOHIE 3€MHOH HcTOpUU
«npuudem Covin Yenogeuecxuii 6o crase Ceoeil, u 6ce
ceamovie Amneenvt ¢ Hump. Torma TI'ocnonws «csoem wa
npecmone caagvl Ceoell, u cobepymcsi nped Hum ece
Hapoowl», Bce 10 ogHOro motoMku Anmama. M Bcex atux mozei ['ocrons
cpa3zy pasleNuT, «KaK nacmeipb omoeisiem ogey om kosauugy. Iocnoab
BHAUT 0e3 o0BHHHTEJIEH U CBHeTeNell, KTO KyAa CTPeMHUTCsl, KTO YTO
JIO0MT, KTO 4YeMy mnpenaa cporwo aymy. Ho 4To0bl HHKTO He MoOr
00BuHUTH Ero B npucTpactum, B mpeonpeiejeHuN KazKI0ro 3aBeiomMo
K Norudesiu uiu K cnacennio, OH HempeMeHHO JACT KAKA0MY CKA3aTh
nocJjeaHee, CBO00HOE CJI0BO, YTOOBI M BeChb MUP YBH/IEJ TO, YTO BCErjaa
BuauT OH.

['ocionp 0OpaTuTCs cHadana K «mem, Komopule no npagyio cmopony Ezo:
npuudume, Onazocrogennvle Omya Moezo, Hacredyume Llapcmeo,
VeOmosaHuoe am om co30anus mupa: ubo amxan A, u évl danu Mue ecmy;
arcadicoan, u vl Hanounu Mens,; Ovll CMpaHHUKOM, U 6bl npunsiu Mens;
ObL1 Hae, u evl 0denu Mens,; vl bonen, u 6ol nocemunu Mens, 6 memHuye
ovLn, u evl npuuiiu ko Mue. Toeoa npaseonuxu ckasicym Emy 6 omeemy... 1
locnogs ¢ yBEepEeHHOCTHIO TOBOPHT, YTO CKaXYT IMpaBemHUKU. ['ocmons
YBEpEH, YTO OHU CHPOCAT ¢ HemoyMeHueM: «I ocnoou! Kozoa mul eudenuy
Tebs Takum u «nocayxcunu Tebe»?! Ho mouemy OHM IMEHHO TaK CIIPOCST?
Benp unrtanu xe onn Caroe EBanrenue, U B TOM YHCIE - TO, YTO MBI
gutaeM ceituac. OHU MPEKPACHO 3HAIOT CJI0Ba, KOTOphie ['ocnoas ckaxer
JaNee: «max Kax bl COeNanu 3mo 0OHOMY U3 cux opamvee Moux MeHbuux,
mo coenamu Muey. IlpaBemHUKH BCE 3TO «IPOXOIMINY», U MHOTO pa3
CIBIIIATIM C aMBOHA, 4TO, naenas Mo0po OmmwkHemy, nemaeM Camomy
locnony. Ho I'ocnogps 3HaeT, 4To HE OTBETAT MPAaBEIHUKUA COTIACHEM,
JleCKaTh, «aa, ['ocrmoau, Mbl 3TO 3HAeM, 3TO HAMMMCAHO B JIBAANATH MATOU
rnaBe EBanrenus or Matdes»! ['ocmoap 3HaeT, 4To Bce paBHO, HE CMOTPS
HU Ha YTO, OHM OTBETAT TAaKUM HMCKPEHHUM, HEIOYMEHHBIM BOIPOCOM.
[ToTomy uTO MpaBEeTHHUK XOTSH M TPYAUTCS, H CTAPAETCS BHIMOJIHATH BCE,
4yTo noBeena ['ocnoab, HO mepen ero rjaa3amMu BCeraa, B MEPBYI0 & 4
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3 < ouepeab, Kpect I'ocmomeHb, »TO TJIaBHOE, U HU C 4YEeM HE
COMOCTaBMMOE 3HAMCHHME ero JoOBU. [IpaBeHMK HE MOXKET Jaxe
MOMBICIIUTh, YTO CIOCOOeH Aath uro-To Tomy, Kto Cam maeT BceM Bce,
BKJIFOYas U BO3MOXKHOCTb JaBaTh YTO-TO APYTUM.

[Totom [N'ocnions oOpatuTCes K «mem, Komopble no J1e8Vi0 CHOPOHY: uoume
om MeHns, npokisimeie, 8 020Hb BEYHbBLI, Y2OMOBAHHBIIL OUABOTY U AHENAM
e20: ubo ankan A, u vl He danu Mue ecmw,; dHcaxcoan, u vl He HANOUNU
Mensy... Ho u 3TUM TOXE AaeTcs mpaBo mocieaHero ciosa. [Ipuuem, onu
HaxoIsATcs B OoJice BBITOJHOM IOJIOKCHHH. Jlaxke eClii OHH M HE YHTAIH
EBanrenusi, To BOT, TOJBKO YTO OHU CJBILIIANN, KaK OTBEYANIN MIPABEIHUKY,
Kak OTpHUIAIIM CBOIO MPaBEIHOCTH, cropst gaxe ¢ Camum borom. 1 onu
CIBIIIANH, KaK cka3zan ['ocnonpe mpaBeanukaM. Ho oHuM Bce paBHO ymOpHO
OTIPaBJBIBAIOT Ce0sl, KaK OMpaBabIBaNI ce0st O0Tay U3 MPUTYH O OOraToM H
Jlazape. Onu HU B yeM He BUHOBATHL. OHH, TI0 MX CJIOBaM, OT BCEH JTyIH ObI
nociykwm ['ocriony, ecnu Obl OH sBUJICS UM. Ul OTHOBPEMEHHO OHH BCIO
JKU3Hb OTTAJIKUBAJIM OT ce0s BCAKYIO MPOTSHYTYIO K HUM pyKy. M Tak
npoiuuia ux xxu3Hb. Ho 'ocions aet uM nocneaHiown BO3MOXHOCTh. U uTo
WM CTOHMT cKazarb: «/la, ['ocrionu, Huuero nodporo He caenanu Mbl HU Tebe,
HU ONMKHUM, HO - TIOMMUJIYH HacC «I0 BeMULed MUIocTH TBoei»!

Hexoropsle, paccysxkaas 06 3Tom EBaHrenuu, nenarot BEIBOA, YTO - BOT YTO
Hajo0 JAJs ChaceHus: MomMorail OmmwkHeMy, nenail moOpele nema. A
BepoydeHue u borocnyxenne npuaymano moaeMu. Ho Ha camom niene - 0e3
NnpaBoil Bepbl W 0e3 ydacTusl B HepKOBHbIX TamHcTBax mnpocro
HEBO3MOKHO OTBETHTHb TaK, KAK OTBEeTHJIH NPaBeJIHUKH, 1aTh TaKyl0
oueHky csoum Tpyaam! Jlymaercs, ecnu Obl MpaBeJHUKH COTJIACHIIHCH C
l'ocrionHe OLEHKOH, a TPEITHUKH B3MOJIHMIINCH OBl O MUJIOCTH, - Y4acCTh U
TeX, U Apyrux Obuta Obl mpotuBomnonoxHa. Ho I'ocnoap cpasy mocraBui
OJIHUX TIO TIPaBYI0, a APYTHUX M0 JIEBYIO pyKy. OH 3HaJI, KTO YTO OTBETUT. OH
CBoero M000BBIO BCe clienan, YTo0bl Bce OTBETHIIH, Kak NepBble, 1 He Ero
BUHA, €CITM UHBIE OCJICIIIIIN ceOe Ii1a3a U 3aTKHYNIN YIIH.

«H notioym cuu 6 MyKy 6eunyio», yrOTOBAHHYIO «OUABOILY U AH2ENIAM €20).
3aMeTHM: He MOTAalIAT UX, HO - CAMHU MOMIYT, B CBOEM IIOMCTHHE OECOBCKOM
npotusnennu bory u Ero npasze.

Amumno.
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EBaurenune

/Jea uenosexa eowinu 6 xpam NOMOIUMBCA: OOUH ¢hapuceu, a Opyzol
moimaps. Dapucetl, cmas, moauncs cam 6 cebe mak: bBooce! brazodapro
Tebs, umo s He mMakKos, Kaxk npouue 00U, epadbumenu, O0OUOUUKU,
npentobooeu, Uil Kaxk 3mom Mblmapb: NOWYCb 08d pasd 8 Heoeno, 0ai
decamyio yacms u3 6cezo, umo' npuobpemaio. Meimaps dce, cmos 60anu,
He cMenl 0adice NOOHAMb 21a3 HA Hebo, Ho, yoapsis cebs 6 epyob, 2080PUIL:
Booice! 6yob munocmus ko mue epewnuxy! Cxazolearo am, wmo ceti nowén
ONpAasOaHHbIM 6 O00oM CB80lU 0Oonee, Hedcenu mom: ubO BCAKUl,
8038bIUAIOWULL  cam  ceDst, YHudceH OyOdem, a YHudcaowul cebs
soszevicumcest (Jlx. 18, 10-14).

Murtpononut AuToHuM (XpanoBULIKUN)
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /{yxa.

Dapuceit 61aroJapuT 3a COXpaHeHHE B YHCTOTE; apuceit
HE OCYXIEH - CKa3aHO TOJbKO, YTO MBITaph Ooiee
onpasnad. OOBIKHOBEHHO IMPONOBEAHUKUA TOBOPST, YTO

(hapuceii ObLT BETMKUM TPELIHUKOM U YTO OH JITall, TOBOPS
0 cBOMX A00poaeTensx. Mpl Tak IUIOXO 0 HEM HE AyMaeM: OH He JIraj, U y
HETO €CTh HECOMHEHHBIE JOOPOAETENH.

B OpUTYC BbICKAa3aHa MbICIIb O TOM, YTO IOKAaAHUC HMECT 6OJ'IBH_IyIO
OCHHOCTh, Y€M MHOI'MC IIOABHUIM, M 4YTO IIOCICIHHEC HMCIOT IICHHOCTH
TOJIBKO 6y,£[y‘lI/I CBsA3aHBI C IIOKAasHUCM. HO3TOMy TpU YCTBCPTHU HAIINX
MOJIUTB - IIOKasHHBIC.

Ho B 4éM, ckaxyT, KasTbcsl (apucero, ecii oH He crenan rpexos? Hamo
KasAThCSI B TOM, 4TO Mayo caenan nodpa. Korma mpémp paneko, Hamo
CUMTaTh HE TO, YTO MPOIIEN, a CKOJIBKO emmé ocraercsa. Hamo kasTbes, 4to
HemocTtaTouHO yroaun bory, ©e3 ymuneHus Momwics W HE Kasuics.
[MopnuuHBIe XpHcTHaHe MOOAT mokasHue. Mx mobumas kHura - TpUOIb
noctHas. [lokasHue ectb nOOpoaeTenb, Il BCEX NOCTYIHAs M sl BCEX
onuMHaKoBO HeoOxoamumas. [lokasHue He 3aBHCHUT OT MOABUTOB: HE MAJO
JIO/IEH, YKECTOKUX CepALIEM, TOPABIX U CIaJ0CTPACTHBIX, KOTOPBIE KasJIHCh.
[lokasHue — moOpoamerens, camas OnM3Kas JIIOISM: TOJNBKO HEMHOTHE
BOCXOJISIT JI0 BBICOTHI CJIABOCIIOBUS U OJarojapeHus. & 2
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1 = ®dapuceil Hec€T moABUTHM M OjarojapuT 3a HuUX [ocmonma, HO He
NPUHOCUT TMOKAasHHS, @ MBITaph, HE CMEBIINI MOAHATH TJIaBbl CBOCH, OBbLI
Oosiee onpaBaaH, Oojee OUYMIICH, YeM (apuceil.

Thl, XpHUCTHAHWH, OCYXAarOlMid (Qapucess ¢ €ro MOABUraMH |
MPUCOSMHSIOIINICS K BOCXBAJICHHIO MBITAPSI, - UMECIIb JIU Thl MBITAPEBO
MOKassHUE WK Y TeOs XOJOJAHOE Cepile U B HEM HET BOIUIS MbITApeBa -
«booice, munocmus 6you mue, cpeutHoMy».

Amuno.

Mutponosnt AuTOoHNN CypOKCKU
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo [yxa.

Mpbl TpHUBBIKIM TpE3UpaTb M OCYKAaTh (apuces: Ham
Kaxercsi, 4To cerogusmHee EBanrenme naét Ham Ha 3TO
npaBo — oH OynaTo ocyxaéH Camum Xpucrom. Ho Mer
3a0bIBaeM, 4TO HaJMEHHAas NPaBEAHOCTH (apuces CToMIa
JIOPOTO €My H TMOAOOHBIM €My JIIOIAM. DTO OBUIHM ITFOU
MOJBUra M yOSKICHHUS; 0 KOPOTKUM CJIOBaM, KOTOphIE O HEM CKa3aHbI B
EBanrenuu, oH MOCTUTCS ABaXKAbl B HEAETIO, TO €CTh Bo3daeT bory He
TOJIBKO TO, YTO JIOJKEH OBl BO3/1aBaTh MO 3aKOHY, HO OOJIbIIE, CBEPX MEPHI:
oH gaet bory ot cBoero ycepaus. 1 ofTHOBpEMEHHO OH JJa€T 3HAUUTEIBHYIO
94acTh CBOETO J0X0/1a HYKAAIOIIMMCS, TO €CTh U K JIFOJSIM TOXKE OH 0OpalleH
KaKHM-TO, XOTh M CYPOBBIM, HOABHIOM H3HU. [lo3TOMY Henw3s Jerko
cymutb o HEM. Dapucen ObUIM JIOAM, KOTOpPBIE OBUIM TOTOBBI MOHECTH
TATOTY CBOETO IOJIBUTA; HO pa30MBajICs 3TOT MOJABUT O npaBay boxuio Ha
TOM, YTO M3 CBOETO MNOBHra OHM YEPNalIHd CO3HAHHE KaKOW-TO MHHUMOK
MPaBEAHOCTH, a JIIOOBH HE TOCTUTANIH.

Bort on Bomen B XpaM, HC OCTAaHOBWJICA Y MPUTOJIOKHU, HC BCIIOMHUJI, YTO
HaxXoAauTCA B XpaMe bora )KI/IBOFO, 4YTO HCT TBapu, KOTOpas HC JOJIKHA OBl
nacTb nepea Huwm B TPCIICTC, B YyiKacc, B mo0Bu. OH npUumIei TBECPAbIM
[1aroM M 3aHsJI CBOC MCCTO B XpaM€ — OH Ha 3TO MECTO «KMMECT IIpPpaBoO»; OH
JKHUBECT Z[OCTOP’IHO, 110 IpaBujiaM HepKBI/I, 1 IOTOMY CTOUT OH TaM, I'’IC UMCCT
IIpaBoO CTOATh.

PasBe 3TO He cTpaiiHO M HE ocy}KAarolle moxoxke Ha Hac? Kak yacTo Mbl
3HaeM, YTO Y Hac ecThb nepea borom, cpeau nroaeit MecTo U 4To ecTh y Hac
MECTO, sl HE TOBOPIO — B BEUICCTBEHHOM Xpame, HO B TOM TaWHCTBEHHOM,
HE3pUMOM XpaMe, KOTOPBIH €CTh MUPO3JIaHue, TPETIETHO COOPaHHOE BOKPYT
JKusoro bora cBoero. MslI Toxke yacto gymaem: «Moe MECTO — TYT, a €ro —
TaM».

A «Ttam» CcTosI YCIOBCK, KOTOpLIﬁ o cyay JroACKOMY ,Z[CﬁCTBI/ITCJ'H:HO HC
HUMCJI HUKAKOTI'O ITYTU BHOCPC, B ICPCAHUC PAALI IPABCIHUKOB & 3




The Children’s Word

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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Feeding the Lord

Have you ever had a chance to |
help the hungry? Not just making a snack for |
yourself, but really helping some people who
don’t have much to eat or money to buy food. [
Have you packed meals, or have you given
money to IOCC or a local food shelf? Have
you helped at a soup kitchen?

In the Gospel today, we hear about how God
wants us to help the hungry and the needy. In
the story, God will welcome these faithful and
helpful people into heaven. Why? Well, be-
cause our Lord Jesus Christ will say, “For I was hungry, and you gave me
food. I was thirsty and you gave me drink.”

Then, these happy people will ask, “When did we see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you drink?” And He will answer, “Truly, as you did
it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.”

God wants us to know that when we help others, it is like we are helping
our Lord Jesus Christ Himself! When we give money to help the hungry
or make meals at a soup kitchen, it is like we are helping Christ Himself!
When we do anything to help somebody, we are helping the Lord. And
that’s why we want to help others—because we love God so much. We
want to feed Him, and clothe Him and visit Him!

WORD SEAR

Can you find these
words in the jum-

ble?

Commander
Compassion
Faithful
Freedom
Hungry
Martyr

Poor
Recruit
Soldier
Theodore
Thirsty
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& SOLDIER SAINT
SAINT THEODORE THE RECRUIT

Saint Theodore lived about 250
years after Christ lived. Just think... what
happened 250 years ago for YOU? America
was about to become its own country. Men
were wearing funny wigs. Women were
wearing long, poofy skirts. It seems like so
long ago, doesn’t it?

/| But for Saint Theodore, Christ’s death and
|| resurrection was as alive to him and as real
||to him as if he had known Christ on earth
himself. That’s because he had such a
strong faith in our Lord!

St. Theodore was a young soldier. He is called “the recruit” because
he had just been recruited to serve in the Roman army. In those
days, being a Christian was absolutely forbidden. But St. Theodore
knew what was important. He wasn’t trying to become emperor. He
wasn’t trying to become rich or powerful. He loved God, and nothing
could stop him from serving Him! So when he told the ruler he was a
Christian, St. Theodore was punished a little. The ruler thought he’d
come around and change his mind. But our saint did not. Instead, he
burned the popular temple where people worshipped idols!

THAT was the last straw. St. Theodore was killed for his faith, and
now he is alive again with Christ in Heaven!
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| We celebrate Saint Theodore on Tuesday, February 17th (OC: March 2nd). |§
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Come, O Blessed of My Father!
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