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€PISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 2
Epistle of the Sixteenth Sunday, (181) 2 Corinthians 6:1-10

BRETHREN, As workers together with Him, we also plead with you not to receive
the grace of God in vain. For He says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you,
and in the day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salvation. We give no offense in anything, that our
ministry may not be blamed. But in all things we commend ourselves as
ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, in
stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings; by
purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by
sincere love, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of
righteousness on the right hand and on the left, by honor and dishonor, by evil
report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, and yet well
known; as dying, and behold we live; as chastened, and yet not killed; as
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having
nothing, and yet possessing all things.

Epistle for Saint Chariton, (176) 2 Corinthians 4:6-15

BRETHREN, It is the God Who commanded light to shine out of darkness, Who
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. We are hard-pressed on
every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body
the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our
body. For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life
of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So then death is working in
us, but life in you. And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what
is written, “I believed and therefore 1 spoke,” we also believe and therefore
speak, knowing that He Who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with
Jesus, and will present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that grace,
having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory
of God.

Gospel of the First Sunday of Saint Luke, (17) Luke 5:1-11

AT THAT TIME: Jesus stood by the Lake of Gennesaret and saw two boats
standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them and were washing
their nets. Then He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him
to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from
the boat. When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into
the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” But Simon answered and said to
Him, “Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless, at Your
word I will let down the net.” And when they had done this, they caught a great
number of fish, and their net was breaking. So, they signaled to their partners in
the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats,
so that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it,  Continued on page 3 &




3 €EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS (CONTINUED)
Continued from Page 2 % he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me,
for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” For he and all who were with him were
astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also were James and
John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to
Simon, “Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men.” So, when they had
brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him.

Gospel for Saint Chariton, (24) Luke 6:17-23

AT THAT TIME: Jesus came down with them and stood on a level place with a
crowd of His disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and
Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and
be healed of their diseases, as well as those who were tormented with unclean
spirits. And they were healed. And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for
power went out from Him and healed them all. Then He lifted up His eyes toward
His disciples, and said: “Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be filled. Blessed are you who
weep now, for you shall laugh. Blessed are you when men hate you, and when
they exclude you, and revile you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of
Man’s sake. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great
in heaven, for in like manner their fathers did to the prophets.

REFLECTION onTtHeE SUNDAY GOSPEL
The First Sunday of Saint Luke
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Today’s Gospel lesson from Saint Luke takes us to the beginning of
Jesus’ public ministry, and the calling of the first Apostles; specifically
of Simon (Peter), James, and John. The same account is also recalled by
Matthew, Mark, and John in their Gospels.

Each version differs slightly, but they all point to the same truth:
following Christ is a commitment of faith and involves total dedication.

The account by Saint John suggests that Andrew and Peter came to Jesus
before John the Baptist was cast into prison. In Matthew, Jesus called
them after John was imprisoned. Saint John Chrysostom explains this by
noting that Matthew’s account describes a second calling of these two
Apostles — it often happens that we need to be encouraged more than once
to follow Christ.

In John’s Gospel Jesus saw Peter coming and gave him a new name:
“Jesus looked at Peter, and said, ‘So you are Simon the son of John? You
shall be called Cephas’ (which means Peter).” In the account by Matthew,
we read that Simon was already called Peter. In today’s reading from
Luke, he is still referred to as Simon.

Continued on page 4 =

REFLECTION onTHE SUNDAY GOSPEL (coNTINUED) 4
Continued from Page 3 = In John’s account, the Apostles encountered Jesus
but were not called to follow Him. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus
commanded them to leave everything behind and be His followers. In the
Gospel of Luke, the Lord simply tells them that they would “catch men”
instead of fish.

Whether they were “told” or “called,” this question remains: How could
the Apostles drop everything — their nets, their livelihood, even their
father — and abandon the world to follow Jesus?

The answer is simple. In John’s account they had just met Jesus, and were
not ready to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow Him. In the
other accounts, which may have occurred sometime later, they had
already been well instructed and prepared by Jesus’ teaching.

How about us? Are we prepared to forsake everything and follow Jesus?
Unless we do, we cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.

If we are not yet ready, perhaps we need to learn more from Him and
about Him. We do this by attending the Liturgy and other services, by
hearing the words of Holy Scripture and of the sacred hymns, and by
receiving the Holy Mysteries.

Come, taste, and see that the Lord is good!
Amen.

HOMILY ontHe SUNDAY GOSPEL
It is time to change! Take Courage! Do not fear!
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh once advised inquirers to Orthodoxy to
put down their books about Orthodoxy and attend a Divine Liturgy. “The
service is long, but even Orthodox services eventually come to an end. And
if you simply stand there and are open to whatever happens, something
might.” Being open is the key. Something may just happen if we are open to
recognizing, receiving and embracing it when it comes.

Saint Peter and his companions had been fishing all night. They knew the
Sea of Galilee and they knew their craft. Still, they had caught nothing. Jesus
came to these tired, frustrated, expert fishermen and gave them some advice.
“Go back out and cast your nets on the other side and you will catch some
fish.” Put yourself in Peter’s place.

Would you not wonder at the audacity of Jesus? Who was he, a wandering
rabbi, to advise them? But Peter acquiesced (perhaps just to get Jesus off his
back or maybe hoping to prove that he knew more than Jesus about fishing).
He got back in the boat, set out a little, cast his nets on the other side and

surprisingly took in a large load of fish. Continued on page 5 =




5 HOMILY on tHe SUNDAY GOSPEL (CONTINUED)
Continued from Page 4 = We heard about self-denial in last week’s Gospel.
This week we see it in action. No matter how reluctant Saint Peter was, he
still humbled himself and did as Jesus suggested. He put his boat out again
and cast his net on the opposite side.

Self-denial means accepting and embracing change. Maybe the way we are
thinking is not helpful, maybe the things we are doing are not working. Like
Nasrudin we keep foolishly eating the peppers and growing more and more
uncomfortable in the vain hope that we might find that one, sweet pepper
that will make life all that we want it to be and more.

We like familiar patterns, even if they lead to more suffering. Holding on to
these patterns, these familiar ways of thinking and living, is the opposite of
self-denial. We know the patterns that are bad because they lead to more
anxiety, more anger, more frustration. Self-centeredness always leads to
destructive patterns of behavior.

Saint Peter was amazed at what happened and was lead to repentance.
“Depart from me,” he cried to Jesus, “for [ am a sinful man.” Not only did
he get some fish by opening himself to the different path suggested by the
Lord, but he found a Savior.

We need to turn our attention to the contemplation of God so that in his light
we can see the truth of what is running and ruining our lives. Then we will
discover the narrow gate that leads to eternal life. But the narrow path is a
path we fear to take. It is a path of renunciation of the self, of a stripping
away of all illusion, a voluntary poverty, a detachment from the poor “self”
we have cobbled together out of the debris of our lives.

A great definition of renunciation is, “to let go of holding back” or, in other
words, to stop holding back from letting go. We must stop pretending that
our way is working, that everything is alright. The process of letting go is
disquieting and uncomfortable, but we need to embrace it courageously. We
may have invested everything we think we are in a vision, a mission or a
quest that ultimately we must admit we are getting no closer to reaching no
matter how hard we try.

Normally, we try to anesthetize ourselves when we feel discomfited. Some
prefer shopping, or eating, or alcohol, or sex. But anesthetizing ourselves at
the slightest discomfort is the opposite of self-denial. Self-denial means
sitting with our feelings, seeing them, facing them, feeling them and
ministering to our own pain with tenderness and care, bringing them to God
in all honesty with love and prayer. We embrace what is real in us and all of
sudden, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, we are transformed. Jesus came to
heal us so we must stop pretending that we do not need to be healed.

The way of renunciation and self-denial is the Way of the Cross, the way of
truth. Like Saint Peter we need to be willing Continued on page 6 =

HOMILY oNtHe SUNDAY GOSPEL (CONTINUED) 6
Continued from Page 5 % to go against the grain, to try something different, to
listen carefully for the voice of God and to do what he says even though it
will mean taking a different path than we would probably have chosen for
ourselves.

Amen.
ANOTHER. HOMILY
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
What should be admired first from what the Evangelist Luke told us today?

Should we admire the people of Galilee, who thirsted to hear the words of
Jesus?

They filled the shore of Lake Gennesaret as soon as they learned that Jesus
was there, and they longed to see Him and hear Him. His word sweetened
their hearts and gave peace, strength and enlightenment.

They had never heard such words before. Even His enemies, the guards of
the Hebrew high priests, after being sent to seize Jesus, confessed: “No man
ever spoke like this Man” (John 7:46). And instead of arresting Jesus, they
were fascinated and listened to him.

Let us admire the simplicity of the Lord, who decided to get into Simon
(Peter)’s fishing-boat, so His listeners could see Him and hear Him better.

Or should we admire the obedience of Peter to Jesus, who told him to go out
fishing around noon time?

An experienced fisherman like Peter knew that fish were not caught in the
daytime. The other fishermen would maybe mock them or laugh when they
see them throw their nets out for fishing at that time. After all, last night he
could not catch any fish, so he expects a catch now?

But Peter willingly obeyed Christ. Let us still admire the multitude of fish
caught in such a short time, and at that time of day, so that not only was
Peter’s boat filled, but the other Zebedee boat as well, to the point where they
were in danger of sinking.

Peter’s reaction was remarkable when he saw so many fish, as it was
something he had never seen before. But instead of expressing his thanks to
the Lord for such a great blessing, he says to Him: Please get out of my boat.

What kind of strange behavior is that? Why does Peter do this?

It becomes clear in his words: “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O
Lord.” (verse 8). He felt his sinfulness, and in humility declared that he was
not worthy to have on his simple boat the great honor of the Lord’s presence.

Continued on page 7 &




7  THIS SUNDAY'S COMMEMORATION (CONTINUED)
Continued from page 6 = As the Evangelist Luke explains: “For Peter and
all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had
taken” (verse 9).

All of these things that the Apostles did are indeed admirable, and, among
other things, they teach us something very important for our lives.

Peter and his associates, when they struggled alone all night, thought they
were experienced fishermen, working under the best conditions for fishing
and yet had no profit. But when they had Christ with them and obeyed His
words, despite all of the unfavorable conditions for fishing, they earned more
than they ever had in their lives. Does that not say something to us too?

Unfortunately, Christians influenced by the materialist spirit of the time do
not respect the spiritual and moral values of the Gospel. They say: You
cannot survive in today’s world with the Gospel, You have to compete with
others using the same means that they do.

And what are these means? We know it includes lies, fraud, theft, usury,
deception, unfulfilled promises, extortion, and so many others that have
brought humanity to such a terrible situation. We see the downfall of so many
of them. Because of the profiteering, others become prisoners, with broken
families and facing the assault of society. They suffer from psychological
problems and what is worse, lose their souls.

The Apostle Paul writes about them: “Tribulation and anguish, on every soul
of man who does evil” (Romans 2:9). They may at first appear to be gaining
and prospering, but they have a bad end. There is a saying: “The liar and the
thief rejoice in their first year only.”

But those who follow in Christ’s example, respect and obey His will: “glory,
honor and peace, ” the Apostle Paul writes in his Letter to the (Romans 2:10).
And as it states in Psalm 33, “Those that seek the Lord lack no good thing”
(verse 10).

Brethren, let us always have in front of our eyes the image of Jesus with Peter
and the two boats full of fish, and remember this: If we have Christ near us
and we will work according to His words, we will enjoy blessings that no one
else can give us.

Amen.
Metropolitan Sotirios of Pisidia
A PATRISTIC WORD
Many took part with the Apostles in their holy evangelical labors. Many still
do so today. And the net is still being drawn, as Christ fills it, summoning

unto conversion those who are in the depths of the sea; that is, those who live
in the surge and waves of worldly things. Saint Cyril of Alexandria

HYMNS a1t tHe DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 7, Troparion (Resurrection)
By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death. To the thief Thou didst open
Paradise. For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change weeping into joy, and
Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim that Thou art
risen, granting the world great mercy.

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, * fill my thirsting soul with the waters
of piety, as Thou didst cry to all: « “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and
drink.” » O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 8, Troparion (Ven. Chdariton)
By a flood of tears thou madest the desert fertile, and thy longing for God
brought forth fruits in abundance. By the radiance of miracles thou illuminest
the whole universe. Our Father Chariton, pray to Christ our God to save our
souls.

Tone 7, Kontakion (Resurrection)
The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, for Christ descended,
shattering and destroying its powers. Hades is bound, while the Prophets
rejoice and cry: “The Savior has come to those in faith; enter, you faithful,
into the Resurrection.”

Tone 4, Kontakion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, ¢ cried to all in the midst of the
feast of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We fall before
Thee and faithfully cry: « “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the Fountain
of our life.”

Tone 2, Kontakion (Ven. Chariton)
Glory... Thou delightest in the monastic life, divinely-wise one, and
conquered the bodily passions; thou didst increase in faith, blossoming as the
Tree of Life in the midst of Paradise, most blessed and holy Chariton.

Tone 2, Kontakion of the Theotokos
Both... Steadfast protectress of Christians, ¢ constant advocate before the
Creator; * despise not the entreating cries of us sinners, * but in thy goodness
come speedily to help us who call on thee in faith. « Hasten to hear our
petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos, ¢ for thou dost always protect
those who honor thee.

Tone 4, Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
The Lord shall give strength to His people. * The Lord shall bless His people
with peace. (Psalm 28:11)

Let the saints exult in glory, * let them sing for joy on their couches! (Psalm
149:5)
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EBanrenue

Oonadcowl, Koeda HapoO mecHuacsi Kk Hemy, umobvl caviwams C1o60
Booicue, a On cmosin y ozepa I'ennucapemckoeo, ysuoen On 06e 100KU,
cmoswue Ha ozepe; a pulbon08bl, BbIUOS U3 HUX, GbIMbIEANU cemu. Botios 6
00HY 100Ky, Kkomopas Oviia Cumonosa, OH npocun e2o OMNIbIMD
HeCKoabKo om bepeea u, ces, yuui Hapoo u3 100ku. Koeoa sce nepecman
yuumy, ckazan CUMOHY: OMNILIGU HA 2TYOUHY U 3aKUHbME cemu c8oU sl
nosa. Cumon ckazan Emy ¢ omeem: Hacmagnux! mvl mpyounuce 6cro Houb
U HUYe20 He noumanu, Ho no cnogy Teoemy 3axuny cems. Coenag amo, onu
NOUMANU 8ETIUKOE MHOICECBO PblObl, U dadice cemb Y HUX npopwléanacs. M
0anu 3HAK MOBAPUUAM, HAXOOUBUUUMCSL HA OPY20ll 100Ke, YmOoObl NPUWLIU
NOMOYb UM, U NPUWIU, U HANOJHUIU 00e J0OKU, TAK YMO OHU HAYUHAIU
monyms. Yeuoes smo, Cumon Ilemp npunan x xonenam Hucyca u ckazan:
evltiou om mens, T'ocnoou! nomomy umo s uenogex epewnvlii. Moo yocac
00bAL €20 U 6cex, OblgUIUX C HUM, OTH ITHO20 JI08A PblD, UMU HOUMAHHBIX,
maxoice u Uaxosa u Hoanna, colnogeil 3esedeesbix, OblguUX MOSAPUAMU
Cumony. U cxazan Cumony Hucyc: ne botics, ommuvine 6yoeuivb 108umb
yenoeex0. U, soimawyus obe 100Kku Ha bepee, 0cmaguiu 6C€ U nOC1e008au
3a Hum (JIx. 5, 1-11).

Murtpononut AnToHuM (XpanoBUILIKUA)
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /yxa.

He noBunace peiba y Iletpa um apyrux ANOCTONOB U
TOJIBKO, Korja ckasan ['ocrmojp cHOBa 3aKMHYTh CETH,
MOMMaH BETMKOE MHOKECTBO.

3T0 cOOBITHE TIOKA3bIBACT MPUMEP HAIlleHi HEMOLIH U TO,
yTo npu nomomu boxkueil groam mosgydaror Osaaro, Oosabliee, Yem
MOIJIH 0KUAATh. U 3TO 0AMHAKOBO B OTHOLIEHUH KAK MaTepHAJIbHBIX,
TaK M AYXOBHBIX 0J1ar.

Yacro moau MIpOCAIAT TCX WM APYIuX, NPpCUMYIICCTBCHHO IICPBbLIX, U HC
MOJIy4aroT. OnBITHEINA AYXOBHUK IMOHUMACT, MOYCMY T ocnoap HE OacTt
MMPOCUMBIX Ounar - 9TOMY YCJIOBCKY HC IMOJIC3HO UX UMCTh. Yto OBI & 2
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1 <= Obuto, ecim OBl JIOOM cpa3y M Bcerda Bce mnomydanu? YemoBek
KOpBICTOIOOUB U eciau Obl cpa3y Moyydasl, YTO MPOCHUT, TO MOTHO Obl
OCTaTOK OECKOpBICTHS B JIIOJIX M MOJHUTBa cTana Obl HCTOYHHUKOM
oOoraieHus 1 MOJISIIHUIcA pyKoBoauics Obl cooOpaxeHusiMu BoIrosl. He
aaer I'ocnoab MpocMMOro, Kak MaTh He AaeT peGeHKY TOro, Yero emy
He HAJI0 AaBaTh. B Oene yacTo mpocsT U MOJIAT, HO 0 MUHOBaHUU OeJIbI
CKOpO 3a0BIBAIOT 0 MUIIOCTH boxwuel, 1o apyroi Oeabl.

Oo0b1yHo I'ocnmoab AaeT TO WM HMHOE JAAapOBaHHME WJIH KOIJa OYeHb
ropsiuo MpPoOCAT WJIM KOIAA MepecTalu BepuTh M NpPocuTh. B mepBom
ciayyae B OTBET Ha OYEHb TOPSUYI0 BEpy, BO BTOPOM BO BHHUMAHUE K
MPEIIECTBYIONICH MOJHUTBE, U YTOOBI ylep:kaTh OT oTuasHus. ['ocmoab
X04eT 0T HAC BepPbl KPENnKOoil 1 NOKOPHOM U MOTOMY UCHBITHIBAET HALILY
NPeJaHHOCTbD.

Korna He ucnosiHseTcs MOJUTBA, TO MBI JOJIKHBI MTOCTAPATHCS IOHSTH,
Kakasl CllaCHTEeNbHas MPUYMHA JIEKUT B HEHCIIOJHEHUH Halled MpOChOBI.
Anm. [1aBes MOnMIICS O TOM, YTOOBI OT HETO OBUT OTHST «NAKOCHHUK NIOMU,
aHeen camauuny - HEKas CTPACTb, €r0 BHE3AHO MyYHBIIAs - U HE OBLI
yenpimad. M An. [1aBen noHsun npuuuny - «da He npegosnouiycvy (2 Kop.
12:7). Tak 11 MBI JOJKHBI CTapaThCsl HOHUMATh.

Ho nHoraga Omnara Jar0TCs 110 MaJICHBKOH KOpOTKOﬁ MOJIUTBEC.

B cnydae, 0 KOTOpoM HIET peub B cerofHsmHeM EBaHrennu, co cTOpoHsI
ArnocTosioB He OBIIO Jake MPOChObI, a OBUIO TOJNBKO COIJIacue, MOcie
JIOJITHX, HAIIPacHBIX U YTOMUTENBHBIX TPYAOB, IO clIoBy CriacuTens CHOBa
3akuHYTh ceTu. Am. Iletp m npyrue cymenu oueHUTH Aapbl boxuu n
OCTaBWJIM PHIOY M CETH U MOILIH 32 XPHUCTOM.

Amumno.

Mutponosut AuToHNN CypOKCKU

Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /{yxa.

CerogHsillIHEe AMOCTOJIBLCKOE TMOCIAHHE HAM TOBOPHT,
YTO CeIHii CKYI0CTBI0 — CKYIOCTHI0 M TOKHET, a
ceomuii 6orato codeper Oorartyro :xkatBy. U BOT Ham
» |V KaXXCTCA HHOrga: 4To MHE CCATbhb, — A TaK y6OFZ KakK g MOTy
CCATh, KOTAa Y MCHA HCT HUYCTO, YTO S MOT' OBl IIOCEATH B XKU3HD BCYHYIO,
HC BPpEMCHHOC, a BeuHoe?.. U TOraa Mbl AOJKHBI IIOMHUTB, UYTO U CCATCIIb
3eMHOH, KOTOPBIH CeeT ceMsl B T0JIe, HE CBOE CEET; HE OH CO3/1aBall CeMsl, He
eMy oHO npuHaIexkuT. ['ocnioas coznan cems, ['ocnioas gan cuiy, ['ocrioasb
PACKpLBLI IMOJIC MEPEA HUM, U 3TO CEMA — FOCHO,Z[HG CCMs; OHO IMPUHECCT
o4 HE MOTOMY, UYTO CCATCIIb oorar He IMOTOMY, YTO OH YMCCT CCATH, a
MMOTOMY 4YTO OH HICAPO paCTO4YacCT 11O BCEMY ITOJIO TO, YTO FOCHO,Z[B & 3
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2F €My HacT U3 Jaca B 4ac. OH HE MOXET IMPUCBOUTH cebe 3Toro CEMCHH,
OH HC MOXCT JaXXC MOYYyBCTBOBATb, UTO OH 60raT, a TOJIBKO 4YTO U3 €TI0 PYK
JIBETCA 3TO CEM I10 JIMIY 3€MJIU, U BEPUTh, UTO MPUHECCT 3TO CCMS IUIOA.

141 BOT, B HCKOTOPBIC MI'HOBCHUA XU3HU 6LIBaeT, YTO CCCIIb: CCCUIb OT
cepana, ceelb € JIFO0O0BBIO: cecllb, OAHAKO, CO CTCCHCHHBIM YYBCTBOM, UTO
ThI TaK Y60F, YTO JaBaTbh-TO HCUYCIO. u BApPYT BCIIOMHHIIIBL, YTO Tlocmogp —
BCIIUKUI CGHTCJ’IL, yto OH cems Co3JaJI U CECT, U JACT IJIOA 3TOMY CEMCHHU,
1 BO3IpCBACT €ro COJHICM, U B3paIlllUBaACT €ro...

Xpucroc Bouien B yoAKy IleTpa u moBenen eMy OTYaIMTh OT 3€MIIH, U
ropopun OH, CIIOBHO CEMs JWJIOCh U JIOXKHJIOCH B AYIIM YEJIOBEUECKUE.
Ilerp Torma He 3ameuan, yro TBOpUT ['ocnoas, HO korga Cnacurens emy
ckazan: «BBep3u HEBOJ B MOpe», U KOTJa OH coOpajl CTOJIBKO PBIO, YTO HE
MOT BHECTH YJIOB B KopaOiib, BAPYT nepel HuM Betan oopas Toro, Kto cesn
3TO ceMs. 3Aech Kak OyATO MmpuTda: XPUCTOC CEST CIOBO, M HUKTO HE
3aMeyal, Kakoe 3To 6oraTcTBo: HO Koraa [leTp n3Biex MHOXKeCTBO pbIO, OH
BApYr OOHapyun OorarcTBo, KoTtopoe naer [ocmoap, CIOBHO ceMms
npougeno. U emy crano crpamuo: Otoitau oT MeHs, ['ocnionu, s yenoBek
TpEeIHbII, MHE CTpamHo cToATh ¢ Tem, KTo 3T0 MOxeT corBoputs... Ho
Xpucroc ero ycrokoun: He Ooficsi, Tel OyAelb OTHBIHE HE PHIOY JIOBUTD, a
coOupaTh B HEBO 1 '0CIIOICHb KHUBBIE Y€JIOBEUECKUE TYIIH, TPHHOCUTH HX,
W3BJIeKaTh UX U3 OypH, Ui TOro 4ToOBl OHU BOLLIH B MoKoii... M [eTp Bce
OCTaBMJI M BMECTE CO CBOMMH TOBApHILAMHU TOIIEN 3a XPUCTOM.

Kaxkoii HaM 6oraTblii ypok, kak 310 nmpocto! Unrn 3a Xpucrom Uit Hac
He 3HAYUT KYJa-TO YXOAUTh, 3TO 3HAYUT ocTaThest Npu HeMm n Tak xe
cesiTh, Kak OH cesu1, M Tak xe coduparthb B IlapcTBo HebGecHoe, kak On
codupan. CesiTb, He 3aAyMBIBAsICh HAJl TeM, OoraT s1 NJiu OefeH: ObLIa
Ob1 J11000Bb — cems aacT [ocmoab. U korma Bapyr oOHapyXHIlb, Kak
CTpAILHO HAIlle JIeJI0, TOTOMY 4TO 3T0 camoe boxwue aerno, Oyaem ciymaTsb
Boxwue cnoBo: He Ooficsa: ceil: cell OTKPBITBHIM, JIIOOSIIMM CEpALIEM.
CoOepemib TBI 00raTyI0 JKaTBY, HO M ceMsl ObLI0 He TBOE, U KaTBa OyeT
I'ocnognst... Kakas panocts! JlelcTBUTENBHO IPUIET BpeMs, O KOTOPOM B
EBanrenuu roBopurcs, UYTO BMECTE BO3pajgyeTcss M CCEIOLMH, u
coOuparoIui )KaTBy. AMUHB.

Amurneo.

brnaxennsiit ®eodunakr bonrapckuit

Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /{yxa.

I'ocnogw yOeraer ot ciaBbl, a OHa TeM 00Jee MpeciIeayeT
Ero. Korna napon tecuuics oxono Hero, OH Bcxonut Ha
KOpabib, YTOObI ¢ KOpabisl y4HTh CTOSILMX Ha Oepery
MOpsI, TaK YTO BCE HAXOMWIHCH nipes imiom Ero, u & 4
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3 & HUKTO He ylIes 3a CIUHY. A 3a To, uTo OH yuui Hapon ¢ kopabns, On
HE OCTaBWJI Biajaerenst ero 0Oe3 Harpagsl. OH Jake BIBOWHE €ro0
001aroeTeIbCTBOBAN: OAApPHI €ro MHOXECTBOM pbIO M caenan CBouM
yueHukoM. IlommBucb cMorpennio I'ocmoma, kak OH KaXkI0ro
NpUBJIEKAeT Ype3 CBOHCTBEHHOE M CPOJHOE eMy CPeACTBO, HalpHMep:
BOJIXBOB — ITOCPEJICTBOM 3BE€3[IbI,  phI0apelt — mocpencTBOM poi0. 3aMeTh
u KpotocTts Xpucra, kak OH ymomsier Ilerpa OTmiIBITH OT 3emiu, MO0
«IIPOCHI» pa3yMeil BMECTO «yMOJISUI», U TO, Kak OiaronokopeH Obu1 [lerp:
YenoBeka, KOTOPOTO HE BUAJl, OH MPUHSUI Ha CBOH KOPaOJb ¥ BO BCEM MY
noBunyercs. Korma Ceii ckazan emy, 4ToObl OH OTIUIBUT HA TIyOb, TOT HE
OTATOTHJICS, HE CKa3all: BCIO HOYb 51 TPYIWIJICA U HUYETO HE MPHOOpeN, U
TeOs nu Temeps MocyLIao, U BAaMcs B HOBbIE Tpyap1? Huuero Takoro on
HE CKa3aJI, HO HAIIPOTUB: «no cogy Teoemy 5 3axuny cemwvy. Tak Iletp Obu1
TEIUT B Bepe U Npex/e Bepbl!

3a TO ¥ MofMalt OH CTOJIBKO PHIO, YTO HE MOT OJIVH BBITAIIHUTH UX, & 3HAKAMHU
MPUTITACAI M COYYACTHHKOB, TO €CTh OOIHUKOB, OBIBIIUX HA JIPYroM
KopaOie. 3HaKaM¥ PUTIIACHIT HX TTIOTOMY, YTO ITOPAKCHHBIN HEOOBIYaiHOIO
JIOBIICIO HE MOT roBopuTh. Jlanee, [leTp B riryO0oKOM OIaroroOBEeHUH MPOCUT
Hucyca coiitu ¢ kopabiis, ToBops o ceOe, 4TO OH TPEIIHUK U HEJOCTOWH
ObITh BMecTe ¢ Hum. Eciin xoderb, moHUMaii 3To ¥ B IEPEHOCHOM CMEICIIE.
Kopabnp ects cuHarora uyneiickas. I[lerp npeacraBnser oOpa3 yuurenen
3aKOHA. YUHUTENH, ObIBIINE O XPHUCTA, BCKO HOYb TPYAWINCH (MO0 Bpems
IO TIPUINECTBHSI XPHCTOBA — HOYH) M HUYETO HE JOCTUTIU. A KoOTraa
npumien Xpucroc © Hactan jAeHb (Pum. 13, [2), TO amocToOJBbl,
MOCTaBJICHHBIE HA MECTO 3aKOHOYUYHUTEJICH, IO CIOBY, TO €CTh IO 3aMOBEAHN
Ero, 3akuapiBatoT ceth EBaHrenus M ynoBIsiIOT MHOXECTBO Jtoaei. Ho
aroCTOJIBI OJTHU HE MOTYT BBHITAIIUTH CETh C PhIOaMH, a MPUTIAIAIT U
COYYaCTHUKOB CBOUX, U COOOIIHHUKOB, U BIICKYT BMECTE C HUMHU. ITO CYTh
MACTBIPH W YUYHUTEIH IEPKBEH BCEX BPEMEH; OHH, IPEIoiaBas U OOBICHSS
YYEHHE armoCTOIbCKOE, TIOMOTAIOT arocToaM JIOBUTh YeioBekoB. OOparu
BHUMAHHE U HA BEIPAKCHUE: «3aKUHYJIU CEThY.

6o EBanrenaue ectb ceTb, MMEIOUIasi M3JI0KeHHE PeYd CMHUPEHHOE,
NMpocToe M MNPHOJMAKEHHOEe K MPOCTOTe ciymarteneil; moceMy H
TOBOPUTCHA, YTO OHO 3aKMHYTO. Ecim ke KTO CKaXeT, 4To 4Ype3
3aKU/IbIBAaHHE CETH O3HAYaeTCsl INIyOMHA MBICICH, TO U C 3THM MOXHO
coriacutbes. MTak, HCIONHUIOCH CIIOBO MPOpPOKA, CKazaBwiero: «Bom A
ROULTIO MHOJICECMBO PblO0J108086, 2060pum I 0cnods, u 6yO0ym 106umse ux, a
NOMOM NOULTIO MHOJICECINEO OXOMHUKOS, U OHU NO2OHSAM UX CO 6CAKOU 20pbl
U CO 8CAK020 X0AMa, U U3 ywenuu ckany. (Mepem. 16, 16). PeibapsiMu Ha3Ban
OH CBSTBIX allOCTOJIOB, a JIOBIAMHU IIpaBUTEJCH W YYUTEICH ILIEPKBH
MOCJIEAYIOUINX BPEMEH.

Amumno.




The Children’s Word

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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Do not be afra_id!

Is there something you are
afraid about? You might not know that the
thing people are most afraid about
is...spiders! Yes, more people are afraid of
spiders than any other thing. Usually, peo-
ple are afraid of something that is stronger
than they are, or more powerful. Some spi- |

ders might have a strong poison, and you
can’t do much about it!

In the Gospel reading today, Jesus tells His followers, “Do not be afraid!”
He wasn’t talking about spiders, of course. But His disciples might have
been afraid when they found out how powerful the Lord really was!

Saint Peter was cleaning his fishing nets when Jesus told him to go back
out into the lake to try again. “We have worked all night and caught noth-
ing, but at your word, I will let down the net,” Peter answered Him. When
he did what Jesus had told him, Peter caught so many fish that his boat
was starting to sink! Then he and his friends knew that Jesus had done a
miracle. They knew He was strong. They knew He was powerful.

We know that God is strong and powerful too. But let’s remember, God
tells us too, “Do not be afraid!” We can still come close to God. We can
still talk to Him in prayer. We can know more about Him when we read
the Bible. Do not be afraid of our strong, powerful, but loving God!

WORD SEARCH

Can you find these
words in the jum-
ble?

Afraid
Athens
Brave
Comfort
Damaris
Dionysios
Preach
Saint
Truth
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« In the very back, can you
 See Saint Damaris?
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SAINT DAMARIS
LISTENING TO SAINT PAUL

Have you ever been the very first
to do something? Maybe you were the first to
try a weird food, or wear a different kind of
clothes, or play a new game. When you're the ‘
first to do something, you take a risk. You're not |
just following others. You’re making a choice
yourself.

This week we celebrate a saint who had the
chance to listen to Saint Paul preach in the great
city of Athens, Greece. The Bible tells us that
lots of people heard Saint Paul, but not everybody accepted his
words. Not everybody believed what he said about Jesus Christ.

Saint Damaris listened to Saint Paul and believed! She was the first
woman in Athens to become a Christian. We don’t know a lot about
Saint Damaris, but she must have been an important woman because
the Bible mentions her name, along with Saint Dionysios. Many scholars
think that after she became a Christian, she taught other women about
Christ too. So, in a way, she was really an apostle too because she spread
the good news. In Athens, she was one of the first to follow Christ. Along
with her work, Athens became a city where almost everybody believed!

Saint Damaris teaches us to be brave about what we know and believe!
Being a Christian isn’t something we do just to follow other people. Be-
ing a Christian means following Christ Himself! Saint Damaris was a
brave woman who did just that.

************#**ﬁ*%#%%*%**************#*##%#%%*****%*

We celebrate St. Damaris Friday, October 3rd (OC: October 16th).
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Saint Damaris and Saint Dionysios,
pray for us!
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