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€PISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 2
Epistle for the Sunday After the Elevation of the Cross, (203) Galatians
2:16-20

BRETHREN, Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but
by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might
be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the
works of the law no flesh shall be justified. “But if, while we seek to be
justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore a
minister of sin? Certainly not! For if I build again those things which I
destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. For I through the law died to the
law that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer
I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

Epistle of the Fifteenth Sunday, (176) 2 Corinthians 4:6-15
Brethren, It is the God Who commanded light to shine out of darkness, Who
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that
the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. We are hard-
pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always
carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus
also may be manifested in our body. For we who live are always delivered
to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our
mortal flesh. So then death is working in us, but life in you. And since we
have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and
therefore I spoke,” we also believe and therefore speak, knowing that He
Who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will
present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having
spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of
God.

Gospel for the Sunday After the Exaltation, (37) Mark 8:34-9:1
THE LORD SAID: “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save
it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his
own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For whoever is
ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of
him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His
Father with the holy angels.” And He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you
that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the
kingdom of God present with power.”
Continued on page 3 =
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Gospel for the Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost, (92) Matthew 22:35-46
AT THAT TIME: A lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying,
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” Jesus said to him,
““You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your mind.” This is the first and great commandment. And the
second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” While the Pharisees
were gathered together, Jesus asked them, saying, “What do you think about
the Christ? Whose Son is He?” They said to Him, “The Son of David.” He
said to them, “How then does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,” saying:
‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, till [ make Your enemies
Your footstool”’? If David then calls Him ‘Lord,” how is He his Son?” And
no one was able to answer Him a word, nor from that day on did anyone dare
question Him anymore.

REFLECTION onTtHeE SUNDAY GOSPEL
Fifteenth Sunday of Saint Matthew
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, saying,
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” (Matt 22:35)

Those opposing Jesus, thinking they were wiser and more educated than He,
tried to test Him and see if they could find some fault in Him, or at least to
find a way to begin proving Him wrong before the people.

The lawyer was a man very well versed in the Law of Moses and its
rabbinical interpretations. He knew, of course, very well what the First
Commandment in the Decalogue (the Ten Commandments) was, so his
question was not to ask Jesus for information.

Rather, the lawyer sought to get a handle on Him, thinking that perhaps Jesus
would amend or alter the Commandment. If He were to do so, they could
ridicule Him for pretending to make Himself out as greater than God from
Whom the Law was received. Of course, they did not understand or believe
that Jesus was indeed God incarnate.

Jesus, though, knew what was in their minds, and how they neither truly
loved God or man. For if they loved God, they would appreciate the good
and godly things that Jesus did; and if they loved their fellow man, they
would not be jealous of Him or seek to discredit Him.

Jesus knew that their questions were prompted by no charity, that they were
brooding with envy of Him, and were seized with jealousy of His authority
and power. This is why He answered very clearly:  Continued on page 4 =
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Continued from Page 3 = “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great
commandment. And the second is like it, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” (Matt. 22:37-39)

Sadly, these men would find it very difficult to love God — Whose ways and
Whose demands are far greater than those of any man — because they did
not even love their neighbor.

Saint Maximos the Confessor says: “Do not neglect the commandment of
love; for through it you will become a son of God but transgressing it you
will become a son of Gehenna.”

With reason Jesus says that these commandments are the basis of the Law
and the Prophets, indeed He also said to Peter: “If you love Me, feed My
sheep.” (John 21:16-17)

Amen.
HOMILY onTHe SUNDAY GOSPEL

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Today’s Gospel concerns the young man who asked Christ what it is
necessary to do in order to have eternal life.

Our Lord tells him first of all to keep the commandments: you shall not
murder, you shall not steal, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not bear
false witness, honor your father and mother — all the commandments given
by divine inspiration to Moses. However, our Lord, here and elsewhere in
the Gospels, sums up those commandments, by giving only two
commandments: Love God and love thy neighbor as thyself.

As it is said elsewhere in the Gospels, these two commandments are linked.
For as we know from recent human history, from the history of dictators and
tyrants, World Wars and human misery, those who do not love God, do not
love God’s creation. And the summit of God’s creation is mankind. Those
who hate men are those who have first hated God. And such haters of men
are also those who hate the rest of God’s creation: those who recklessly cut
down forests and pollute the air and the water and the earth, these too are
haters of God, for it is clear that they hate God’s Creation. And thus they do
the work of the Devil, which is hatred.

As others have put it, those who deny the Fatherhood of God, deny also the
Brotherhood of man. Let us notice how our Lord tells us in this Gospel that
we are to love our neighbor as ourselves. What does this mean?

This does not mean that we are to love ourselves in the sense that we must

be selfish, self-centered, pandering to our every whim and desire. It means
that we are to love ourselves as we were created by Continued on page 5 =
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Continued from Page 4 = God, not to love ourselves as we are now, all sinful
and sullied, but to love ourselves as God intended us to be, bright, sinless, as
Adam and Eve were in Paradise. Love is not doing what we like or giving
others what they want: true love is giving to ourselves and to others what is
of benefit.

And here we enter into the understanding of that terrible mystery of self-
hatred, self-destruction through alcohol or other drugs, self-mutilation, even
of suicide, that is, self-murder. Those who enter on to such paths are those
who have so lost faith, being so blinded by misfortune and depression, that
they have lost all faith in God to restore them to what they could be and have
so lost faith in themselves, that they are ready to undertake their self-
destruction. Having become blind to the Beauty of the Creator, they have
become blind to the original and potential beauty of the Creation, which they
themselves are.

The young man who spoke to Christ kept the commandments. Probably, this
was fairly easy for him, he had been well brought up, he had been well
instructed. However, our Lord tells him that there is a higher way to
salvation, a way to become perfect. This is for him to give away all his
wealth. The disciples, not yet enlightened by the Crucifixion, the
Resurrection and the Descent of the Holy Spirit, were astonished at Christ’s
words about the rich and asked who could be saved. His words seemed to
them to be hard words and that therefore none could be saved.

However, if we examine more closely Christ’s words, we see that He does
not say that the rich cannot be saved. Rather, He says that those who are
attached to their riches cannot be saved. And this is the tragedy of the soul
of the young man, for he went away sorrowful, for he had ‘great
possessions.” In other words, the discerning eyes of Christ saw that the young
man was unlike those disciples who had abandoned their fishing boat in order
to follow the Savior; it was not so much that the young man had many
possessions, but rather that he was possessed by his possessions.

This is the secret of wealth. In the history of the Church and in the Lives of
the Saints, we often read of people who came into great wealth, but they did
not allow themselves to become possessed by their wealth. They were
wealthy for a time, and then gave it away — to orphanages, beggars, charities,
churches, monasteries. They understood that wealth is granted by God, only
for a time and only for a purpose. God calls the wealthy not to be possessors,
but rather distributors, of wealth. We are called to be channels, instruments,
agents of the grace and benefactions of God. Nothing should come from us;
we should be like mirrors reflecting God’s Will and Infinite Mercy.

Amen.
Reverend Andrew Phillips
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The Sunday After the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

“Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste
death till they see the kingdom of God present with power.”

These words from today’s Gospel are addressed to us, but what do they
mean? What are we to understand when we read, “fo faste of death? ” What
is it, “fo see the kingdom of God?”

Simply stated, “to taste of death” means to suffer from all that entered into
the world when death entered into the world. In other words, when Adam
and Eve fell death entered the world bringing with it hard work, the pain of
childbirth, anguish, depression, stress, worry, disease, and old age, etc.

In Adam and Eve’s fall, we have all fallen, and we are all exiled from the
Paradise of Eden. Thus, because Adam and Eve tasted of the fruit of the tree
of knowledge of good and evil, we also have all tasted of good and evil.

All the difficult things, therefore, “taste of death.” Every time that we
undergo them, we suffer a part of death, and we have a foretaste of death.

Nonetheless, there is a way to overcome these travails of earthly life. There
is a way to avoid “the taste of death.”

Death is overcome by “reversing the process” of the Fall: by returning to
Eden, by living according to God’s commandments, and by eating of the
Tree of Life as God desires us to do.

Today’s service tells us how to do this, how to be restored to the state of
mankind before the Fall: by tasting of the Fruit of the New Tree of the New
Adam in the New Eden.

The New Tree is the Cross, and the New Adam is Christ. The Fruit of the
New Tree of the New Adam is the Resurrection, and the New Eden is the
Church: the Resurrected Body of Christ.

We taste of the Fruit of the Resurrection whenever we taste the Body and
Blood of Christ in Holy Communion, which is offered to us by, and within,
the Church, the Body of Christ.

And this is precisely the meaning of the words in today’s Gospel that it is
possible “to see the kingdom of God present with power.”

In other words, if we face up to life’s difficulties with the Cross of Christ,
we shall not taste of death. Indeed, in the light of the resurrecting power of
the Cross, the difficulties we experience in life will no longer hold for us the
bitter taste of death.

And this is the whole difference between the Church which accepts the Cross
and the world which rejects the Cross.
Continued on page 7 =
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Continued from page 6 = The world sees all human problems with anguish,
for it is locked into pessimism. It sees no way out of its difficulties, for it
does not have an eternal perspective, the perspective of the Cross.

On the other hand, the Church sees all the difficulties which we naturally
come up against in life as challenges, opportunities to combat evil, merely
temporary difficulties.

However long those difficulties may last, at the end, the worst thing that can
happen to us is that we shall die. For the Christian, however, to die is to be
with Christ. Moreover, death holds no sting, for Christ has overcome death.

In the light of the Cross and Its fruit, the Resurrection, death holds no fear
for us. In fact, in the Cross the taste of death becomes the taste of life.

Moreover, the Cross and the Resurrection bring life more abundantly. In the
light of the Cross and of the Resurrection we see the Kingdom, “where there
is no sickness, nor sorrow, nor sighing, but only life everlasting.” In other
words, a place where those things that “taste of death” no longer exist.

In the perspective of the Cross and of the Resurrection, the perspective of the
kingdom of God, of which we have a foretaste even now, all human life with
all its problems is but a single passing moment in eternity.

And if we look at our lives from this Christian perspective, then indeed, we
do not taste of death, for we have already to some small extent seen the
Kingdom of God.

Amen.

Your Cross we venerate, O Master,
and Your Holy Resurrection we glorify!

HYMNS attHe DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 6, Troparion (Resurrection)
The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; the guards became as dead men.
Mary stood by Thy grave, seeking Thy most pure body. Thou didst capture
Hades not being tempted by it. Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life.
O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead, glory to Thee.

Tone 1, Troparion (Feast)
O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. Grant victories to the
Orthodox Christians over their adversaries; and by virtue of Thy Cross,
preserve Thy habitation.
Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)

O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, « fill my thirsting soul with the waters of
piety, as Thou didst cry to all: * “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and drink.”
* O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 6, Kontakion (Resurrection)
When Christ God, the Giver of Life, raised all of the dead from the valleys
of misery with His mighty hand, He bestowed resurrection on the human
race. He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, and the God of all.

Tone 4, Kontakion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
Glory... Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, « cried to all in the midst of
the feast of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We fall before
Thee and faithfully cry: « “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the Fountain of
our life.”

Tone 4, Kontakion (Feast)
Both... As Thou wast voluntarily raised upon the Cross for our sake, grant
mercy to those who are called by Thy Name, O Christ God; make all
Orthodox Christians glad by Thy power, granting them victories over their
adversaries by bestowing on them the invincible trophy, Thy weapon of
peace.

Prokeimena (Resurrection and Feast)
O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance.

Extol the Lord our God: worship at His footstool for He is holy.

Tone 8, Instead of “It is truly meet...,” we sing:
Magnify, O my soul, the most precious Cross of the Lord! ¢ Thou art a
mystical Paradise, O Theotokos, * who, though untilled, hast brought forth
Christ; « through Him the life-bearing wood of the Cross was planted on
earth. « Now at its Exaltation, * as we bow in worship before it, we magnify
thee.
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EBaurenune

U 00un uz nux, 3axonnux, uckyuas Eeo, cnpocun, coéops: Yuumens!
Kaxas Haubobulas 3anoeeds 8 3akone? Mucyc ckazan emy. 603106u
T'ocnoda boea meoezo 6cem cepoyem meoum u 6cero Oyuiero meoero
U 6cem pasymenueM mMEOUM: CUs eCmb Nepeas U HAuboIbUIASL
3an06edb, 8mMopas dice NoO0OHAs ell: 803100U OIUINCHE20 MB0e2o,
KaK camozo cebsl; Ha CUX 08yX 3ano8eosix ymeepicoaemces 6ecb 3aKoH

u npopoku. Kozoa srce codopanuce ghapuceu, Hucyc cnpocun ux: umo'

6vl Oymaeme o Xpucme? ueil On cvin? l'oeopam Emy: /lasuoos.
T'osopum um: ka'x oce Jaeuo, no 60oxnoeenuro, nazvigaem Ezo
Tocnooom, xoeoa coeopum: cxkazan I'ocnoos I'ocnody moemy: ceou
ooecHyro Mens, ooxone nonocy 8pazos Teoux 6 nooHodcue Ho2
Teoux? Umak, eciu /lasuo naszvieaem Eco ['ocnooom, kax e On
coin emy? M Huxmo ne moe omseeyamv Emy nu crnoea; u ¢ mozo ous
HUKMO Yoice He cmen cnpawusams Eeo (M. 22, 35-46).

Casroii npaBennblii Moann Kponmraarckuii
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamozo /Jyxa.

EBanrenue HBIHCHMIHITO IHS HauuHaeTcss Tak: OQoun u3
gapucees, 3axounux, uckyuias Hucyca Xpucma cnpocun
Ez20: Yuumenw, xaxas naubonvuwias 3anoeedv 6 3axoue?
Hucyc ckazan emy: sosmobu I'ocnooa boea meoeeo ecem
cepoyem meouM U 6cero OYuLoio meoero U 6cem pasymeruem
meoum. Cus ecmv nepeas u Hauborbuias 3an08edsb. Bmopas sice nodobHas
etl: 803100U OAUNCHA2O MBOe20, KaK camoeo cebs. Ha cux 08yx 3anoseosx
ymeepaicoaemcs 8echb 3akoH u npopoku. (Martd. 22. 35-46).

3aKOHHHMK U3 (apuceeB CIpalIMBaeT BEYHATO 3aKOHOJATENs XpHUCTa, HE
npusHaBas Ero ogHako ke TakoBbIM: Yuumenv, kakas Haubobuias
3an06eds 6 3axoHe? — Bompoc BecbMa BaKHBIN, IOTOMY YTO NPaBUIIBHOE
peleHne ero KpailHe Hy>KHO BCEM HaM 3HATh M HMCIOJHSATH, TaK KaK OT
HCIOJIHEHUs €ro 3aBMCHT Be4dHasl KM3Hb 4YejloBeka, — H [ocnozap
paspemmi1 ero cambIM IIOJIOKUTEIbHBIM 00pa3om: Bo3moOu bora u
ommwkusro. (Md. 22, 37, 39). Ho, npeanaras Xpucty CTojib BaXXHbIH & 2
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1 < Bompoc, myJeickuil 3akoHHUK He BepyeT B Mucyca Xpucra, xak
WCTUHHATO 3aKOHOJaTens, Npu3HaBas Ero Tompko yuurenem. [lostomy B
KOHIIe HBIHemHsTo EBanrenus ['ocnions ciipammBaet ero u hapucees: umo
6bl dOymaeme o Xpucme? Yeii On Coin? @apuceu omeeuanu, umo On Coin
Jlasuoos. I'osopum um: xax dace [lasud, no 600XHOBEHUIO, HA3LIBAEH €20
Tocnooom? Ecnu Jlasuo naseieaem Eco I'ocnooom, kax sice On Coin Emy?
U nuxmo ne moe omseevamsv Emy nu cnosa, u ¢ moeo OHs HUKmMo yoice He
cmen enpawueams Eeo (M. 22, 42, 46).

Tak pemmTensHO MOASHCTBOBAJIO IpaBeiHOE clIoBO 'ocnioaa Ha dapucees,
YTO OHH, TOPAKCHHBIC SBHOIO MCTUHOIO, HE CMEIH OOJbIlE CHpAIINBaTh
Ero. A HpiHemHWE HamuM ydyeHble Qapuced, YMHOBHHUKH, mpodeccopa,
yuuTens BBICIIMX M CPEAHUX YYEOHBIX 3aBEACHHH, TOJICTOBLHI,
yOeXIaloTcs JU SBHOI MCTHHOI €BAaHTEIbCKOIO W Oe3YHCICHHBIMU
yynecamu Xpucra Cnacurens, yro OH ecTb UCTHHHO ['ocnions, TBopen u
Cnacurtens mupa? — Her, He ybOexnatorca. Ilouemy? Iloromy uro
o0e3yMeny, TOBEPWIH TOJCTOBCKOM M >KHUAOBCKOM JDKH; ecnu Baary
noBepuiH, kak bory, To ucrunHoMmy bory moryt nu Beputs? Her, notomy
YTO JYKAaBbIil HIOMPa4uJI UX AylIeBHbIA 04u. Ho BOT npuzet B cTpamHon
cnaBe Cpoeil ['ocmone BO BTOpOE CBOE NpUIIECTBHE, — U TOIZa BCE
YBEPYIOT, HO yke Oyzaer mo3ano. Toraa Oyzaer Bo3aasHue, a HE COCTI3aHHeE.

Tenepp mepeiieM K BONPOCY 3aKOHHUKA: KAKAsL HAUOOIbUIASL 3aN06€0b 6
saxone? I'ocnions oTBevaet: 6ozm06u [ ocnoda boea meoezo 6cem cepoyem
MEOUM U 8Cell QYOI MBOEI0 U BCeM pPaA3yMeHUeM MEOUM. Dmo nepeas u
Haubonvwias 3anogedsb. Bmopas oice nodobHas eil. 803100U OIUNCHALO
meoez2o Kax cam ceos.

CoBeplIEHHO eCTeCTBEHHAasl, CIPABeJINBAsl U KU3HEHHAsl 3aMoBelb:
moou bora u 6nmxkaaro. ['ocronk BO3M00M Hac mpexie, yeM Mbl Ero
Bo3mr0OMITH: OH BO3IIIOOMIT HAC TIPEXIe OBITHS HAIETO; TOMBICIHII 00 Hac
— ¥ COTBOpPWJI HAaC; eciii Obl HE MOMBICHII, — M He Obulo Obl Hac. A
ckobko OH JapoBasl HaM OJiar, COTBOPHUB Hac? — HET YUCIIA; MPOUANTE
MBICIICHHO BpeMsl C 3auyaTusl Ballero W JIOHBIHE; TepeOepuTe, CKOJIBKO
MOXeTe, BCE, YeM BBl IOJB30BAIUCh U MOJIb3yeTech U3 AapoB boxuux
€CTECTBCHHBIX W OOIIEKHUTEHCKUX, BO3JAYXOM, IHINCIO H IHUTHEM,
JKUBOTBOPHBIM CBETHIIOM, OOIIIECTBEHHBIM MIOJIOKEHUEM, PA3BUTHEM BaIlIUX
CIOCOOHOCTEH, KPYTrOM POJICTBA U JTOOPBIX 3HAKOMBIX, JIPy3ed U Mpod.; HO
OCOOCHHO BCIIOMHUTE: CKOJIBKO BBI IOJIYYHJIM HEOIICHCHHBIX JIapOB Yepe3
Bepy XPHUCTOBY; UM 10 UCTHHE HET YKCJIA; U TIOCIIE BCETO ATOI0 — CKAXKHUTE,
YyBCTBYETE JIM BbI TOTPEOHOCTH CepJICUHYI0 — BepoBaTh B bora, moouTs u
Oomaromaputh Ero, kastbcs mpenm Hum BoO Bcex rpexax BalllMX, KOMMU BB
exeMuHyTHO ockopOisiere Ero? — locmoab B03/1001MI Hac JTI000BHIO
BEYHOI0, TPABETHOI U CBATOK, U, J]aB HaM CTOJBKO Ojar B 37eIrHei
sku3HU, OH IPUTOTOBWII HAM O€3KOHEYHYIO )KU3Hb, TTOTHYIO & 3
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2 % OEe3YUCIICHHBIX HEOIICHEHHBIX PalocTell B OyIyIeM BEKE BMECTE C
aHrelaMd M CBATBIMU YrogHukamu. CKaxuTe, MOCIE 3TOT0, KaK MbI
aoJxHbL 100uTh Ero? MMenHo, BceM cepaneM, BCel IyILIOK M BCeM
pazyMeHHeM.

A 4T0 e MbI? MBI HHOTJIAa ¥ pa3yMETh HE XOTUM, CKOJIEKO Oe3MepHBI Ero
K HaMm J000Bb M Onaroctb. Mpl momoOwim 0e3 Mepbl ceds, MHup
MPEt000ICHHBIN U TPEIIHBIH, IIOTH CBOYO, €51 MUMOJIETHBISI YJIOBOJIBCTBUS,
— TPWICTIMINCH CEePALIeM KO BCsKoW cyere. [rymble, MBI JIOOMM, YTO
JTOJKHBI TIPE3upath, U He MobuM ['ocriona, CBO BEYHBIH KUBOT, CBOETO
Cnacurensi, Ilpombicnurenss Bcemenparo, coero [lumenaBua wu
CseromaBna. OcraBunu I'ocnoga, McTOYHHK BOABI JKUBOM W BBIKOIIAIH
ce0e JBIPSBBIC KOOI, KOTOPBIE HE MOTYT JepKaTh )KUBOH BOABL. OTTOTO
MBI U OEJICTBYEeM BCAYESCKH M OCJICTBUSM HAIITUM HET KOHIIA.

Yro HaM riaaBHBIM 00pa3oM mnpensTcrByer JwouTh bora, nmers
Bceuenyto Kk Hemy npemannocts? MIMeHHO — Hale camoJirodue, Halle
NMPHUCTPACTHE K 3e€MHBIM, MMeHyeMbIM OJarom. [losToMy raaBHas
3amoBeqb €CTh Hallle CaMOOTBep:keHne. — Kmo xouem uomu 3a Muot,
omeepHucy cebs u 603bMu Kpecm ceou u uou 3a muou. (Jlyx. 9, 23).
Amnoctronam CBoumM OH 3amoBenan: He bepume ¢ coO00 HU Cymbl, HU X1eba,
HU npu nosice mMeou, u He umetime no 0ge odedicovt (Mapk. 6, 8), 4TOOBI He
HMeTh HH K YeMy NPUBS3aHHOCTH, 2 BCEM Cep/IeM 0TAaTh cedst bory
u Ero npoMsIcity v CTpeMUTHCS K HEOY ¥ K HAIIEMy BEUHOMY OTCUECTBY U
Oosiblie Bcero 3a00TUThCA O CIACEHWM IyII 4eloBedecKuX. U oHH
BO3MIOOMIM bora BceM cep/iieM M BCIO KH3Hb Hpefanu Emy, maxe a0
cMepTH, IocTpazaas 3a Hero ¢ pagocTsro.

Bot o6pazen mro6Bu k bory m Ommknemy. Ilocrapaemcs sxe, goporue
Opartus 1 cecTpbl, Tak Bo3moouTs Ero.

Amumno.

[Iporonepen BsuecnaB Pe3HukoB

Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /yxa.

.)- OpHax bl HeKUH 3aKOHHUK cripocun Uncyca, nckymas Ero:
«Kaxas naubonvwas 3anoeedo 6 3axonen? A I'ocnode
Ceoum omsemom 0an Koy 8000we K KANCOOU 3ano8eou
saxona. On cxazan: «Boznobu I'ocnoda boea meoezo 6cem
cepoyem meoum, u 8cero Oyuiero meoero, U 8Cem pasymMeHuem
meoumy. Cust ecmov nepsas u Haubonvuas 3ano6edsv. Bmopas sice nodobna
ell: «803m00U OAUdNCHEe20 mBoe2o, Kak camozo cebsy. Ha cux oOgyx
3aNn06edsiX ymeepicoaemes 6eCb 3aKOH U NpOpokuy. 3ajada HE B TOM,
YTOOBI BBIMOJHUTH TC WM WHBIC 3aMOBEIH, HO - YTOOBI JIIDOOBHL ObLIAa
cepALEeBUHON BCIKOIO /1eJa. & 4

4 21 Cenmsabps 2025 e.
3 ¥ A camM jgena HOpod MOTYT BBIIJISIIETH OYEHb NPOTHUBOPEUMBO.
Ckazano: «umu omya u mamovy. A npenogoousiii ®eogocuii [leuepckuii
yILIeJI B MOHACTBIPb BOTIPEKH 3ampeTy cBoeil Marepu. CkazaHo: «Kmo 1odoum
omya unu mamo 6onee, nedcenu Mens, nedocmoun Mensy. A WNoann
3naToycT, MO Mpockbe MaTepu, MEIUIMI OCTaBIISATh MHUP, W CHENAN 3TO
TOJIBKO TOCJIE €€ KOHYMHBI. 3aKOH IMOBEJEBAET MYKY HE OCTABIISATH JKEHBI, a
npenogoOHbIi Anexcuii boxkuii yenoBek cpa3sy mocie cBagbObl TAWHO yIIeT
U OT MOJIOJION >KEHBI, U BooOLIe u3 AoMa. Emuckomy mpeanuceiBacTes He
OCTaBIISITh CBOSH NacTBbl, a cBATol [laBmuH Homanckuii Hamponro Gpocui
BBEpEeHHBIX eMy borom miomeli u mpomanm ce0s B paOCTBO, YTOOBI
0CcBOOOIUTH BCEro JIMIL OJHOrO yenoBeka. Anocton IlaBen mucan: «He
nooasaiime cobnas3Ha Hu uyoesm, Hu eriunam, Hu yepxeu boocuetiy (1 Kop.
11, 32), - a npenonoOueiii CumMeon CTONIMHUK TaK MEPETATUBAT BEPEBKOM
CBO€ TEJI0, YTO OHO Ha4yaJlo THUTh, U paCIpOCTPaHsIIO TaKOM CMpa, 4To ero
JlaKe M3THAIU U3 MOHACTBIPS. A CKOJNBKO MBI 3HAEM IPHUMEPOB, KaK MHBIE
MTOJIBUYKHUKH, BOIIPEKHU LIEPKOBHOMY 3aKOHY, ITPH JIIOJSX €11 MsICO B MOCT,
9ToOBl JUIINTH ceOs denoBeuecko ciaBbl. OOWH NPUHUMAET CMEPTh,
4TOOBI HE OTPEYbCSI OT XPUCTA, a IPYroi TOBOPHT: « A dicenan 6wl cam bvime
Omay4eHHbIM om Xpucma 3a 6pamves Moux, poOHuIX MHe no nromuy (Pum.
9, 3). Kto um BceM cynpd, kpome ['ocriona, Kotopsiit OquH TONBKO BUANUT
ux cepaua, 1 Koroporo oHM BO3MIOOMIIM BCEIO IYILIOK CBOCK), U BCEM
MTOMBIIIJIEHUEM CBOUM?

Bcerna mocrynaromuii mo J1o0BH, - HIET MO KM3HHM, KAK 10 OCTPHIO
mMeda: «Mbl omosciody npumecHsembl, HO He CMECHEHbl, Mbl 8 OMUASHHbIX
0b6cmoamenbecmeax, Ho He OMYAUBAEMCS, Mbl 20HUMbL, HO He OCMAGIeHbL;
HU3nazaemvl, HO He no2ubaem. Bcezoa Hocum 6 mene mepmsocms I ocnooa
Hucyca, umobwr u oacusno Hucycoea omxpwliacb 6 CMepmHOU Niomu
Haweiy.

A modemy B OJHOM pOKJaeTcsl JIIOOOBb, a B IPYroM - HeT? AmnocTon
MUILET, YTO Y UHBIX «002 6eKa cez20», TO €CThb AUABOIN, «OCACNUN YMbl,
4mooOvl 0I5l HUX He 80CCUsL ceem ONa208ecmeosanus o ciase Xpucmay, a
unvim «boe, nogeneguiull U3 MbMbl B0CCUAMb CEEMY, 03APUI ... CEPOYA...
noznanuem caasgvl booicueii ¢ nuye Hucyca Xpucma». Ho He ¢ bora nago
cnpammMBaTh, noyemy oxHUM OH TMOMycTHN OBITH OCJICIUICHHBIMH, a
JIpyTUM TIOBeJieNl Tpo3peTh; bor kaxkmoMmy roBoput: «Boszmobu I'ocnooda
boca meoezo 6cem cepoyem meoum, u 8cero Oyuiero meoer, U 6cem
PpasymMeHuem meoumy, - a Taxke: «Bosnobu dnudcneco meoe2o, kax camozo
cebsay. 'ocnoapb odpamaercs K KaskaoMy, TIOTOMY YTO KaKAbIH HaJenéH
cB000I0M, U ¢ boxkuelt momoripio MokeT Be€. M He mouemy-ubo, a TOJIBKO
10 cBoel cBO0OAHOM BoJIe OJTUH JaeT ceOsl OCIIeNUTb, a APYroil TAHETC s K
MPO3PEHUIO U CBETY.

Amumno.




WORD SEARCH

Can you find these
words in the jum-
ble?

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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Don’t be ashamed!

Can you think of something you were
really embarrassed about? Maybe it was something
that was actually no big deal, like dropping your
lunch at school or tripping over your own two feet.
But have you ever been embarrassed about bigger
things? Like your Christian faith?

Ashamed
Compassion
Cross
Eternal
Gardener
Heaven
Hospitality
Love
Phocas
Poor

Saint
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In today’s Gospel reading, we hear what Jesus said
about being ashamed of your faith. Jesus told the
crowds, “Whoever is ashamed of me and of my
words....of him will the Son of man also be ashamed,
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.” In other words, if we are embarrassed or ashamed of our
Lord, Jesus Christ, then He will be ashamed of us too! How awful it would
be for our Lord to be ashamed of us, to be disappointed in us!
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Now, what can we do to make our Lord happy with us? What can we do to
make our Lord know we are really His followers? How do you act at
school or with your friends? Are you ashamed or embarrassed to be a
Christian? Do you act like a Christian even when you are away from your
church or family?

Sometimes keeping words from the Bible in your heart can help you make
good choices. “Whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will
the Son of man also be ashamed.” So, don’t be ashamed to be a Christian!
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SAINT PHOCAS
THE GARDENER

Have you ever planted a garden?
When it was time to pick, what did you do with
your fruits or vegetables or flowers? Did you
keep them for yourself or did you share them
with somebody else?

Long, long ago, a saint named St. Phocas
planted a small garden each year. He was a lit-
tle poor, but he still shared what he grew with
people who were even poorer.

Saint Phocas gave hospitality and love to everyone! Later in his life, the
authorities found out he was a Christian, and they sent soldiers to arrest
him! But St. Phocas was hospitable and loving even to the soldiers, and
he gave them food and let them stay the night at his little house!

We always try to be like the saints. In Toronto, Canada, some Orthodox
Christians plant a special garden. They plant lots of fruits and vegeta-
bles. When things are ready to pick, everything goes to the poor people
in the city! This group is called the St. John
the Compassionate Mission, and they do
many other things to help the poor and needy
in their city.

You may not have a garden, but what can you
do to try to be like St. Phocas the Gardener?

This priest is getting a garden ready for the poor!
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We celebrate St. Phocas tomorrow, September 22nd (OC: October 5th).
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Saint Phocas, pray for us!
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