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€PISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 2
Epistle of the Sunday Before the Feast of the Cross, (215) Galatians 6:11-18
BRETHREN, See with what large letters I have written to you with my own
hand. As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, these would
compel you to be circumcised, only that they may not suffer persecution for
the cross of Christ. For not even those who are circumcised keep the law, but
they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh. But
God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumecision avails anything, but a new
creation. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be
upon them, and upon the Israel of God. From now on let no one trouble me,
for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. Brethren, the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Epistle of the Thirteenth Sunday, (166) 1 Corinthians 16:13-24
BRETHREN: Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. Let all that
you do be done with love. I urge you, brethren—you know the household of
Stephanas, that it is the first fruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted
themselves to the ministry of the saints— that you also submit to such, and
to everyone who works and labors with us. I am glad about the coming of
Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, for what was lacking on your part they
supplied. For they refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge
such men. The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you
heartily in the Lord, with the church that is in their house. All the brethren
greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. The salutation with my own
hand—Paul’s. If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be
accursed. O Lord, come! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Gospel of the Sunday Before the Feast of the Cross, (9) John 3:13-17
THE LORD SAID: “No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down
from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him
might be saved.”

Gospel of the Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost, (87) Matthew 21:33-42
THUS SAYS THE LORD: “Hear another parable: There was a certain
landowner who planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress
in it and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far
country. Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent Continued on page 3 =




3 €EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS (CONTINUED)
Continued from Page 2 = his servants to the vinedressers, that they might
receive its fruit. And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one,
and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and
they did likewise to them. Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying,
‘They will respect my son.” But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said
among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his
inheritance.” So they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed
him. “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to
those vinedressers?” They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men
miserably, and lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to
him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in
the Scriptures:” The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief
cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

REFLECTION ontHE SUNDAY GOSPEL
Thirteenth Sunday of Saint Matthew

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The major theme in today’s Gospel is that man is not predestined for
salvation, but rather that God constantly appeals to man’s free will to correct
his actions; i.e., to live in accordance with God’s will.

Our salvation is not automatic; it requires our constant participation with
God. This is the theological principle called cuvepyeia (synergy).

This parable told by Jesus, and recorded by Saint Matthew, would have
presented a familiar image to the people of Israel. The Prophet Isaiah had
spoken using exactly the same imagery (cf. Isaiah 5:1-7).

Look how the Lord has done everything for us: he created the world and all
that was in it; and it was good (cf. Genesis 1:1-31). He even created us with
great dignity and incomparable potential, for we were created in His image
and were placed on earth to be like Him, having dominion over all that He
has created.

In his prophecy, Isaiah noted: “For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the
house of Israel, and the men of Judah are His pleasant planting; and He
looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed, for righteousness, but behold, a
cry” (Isaiah 5:7).

What vineyard has the Lord planted for each of us? We have possessions,
great or small; we have family members, few or many; we have our work,
whatever it may be. We also have joys and sorrows, successes and trials.

All these things He has provided for each one of us individually, and He will
demand an accounting of us at His judgment.
Continued on page 4 =

REFLECTION onTHe SUNDAY GOSPEL 4
Continued from Page 3 = Have we been stewards of these blessings? Do we
consider everything as coming from God, entrusted to us to be used in
accordance with His will? Do we welcome the Owner of the vineyard, His
servants, and even His own Son when they visit? These He will reward with
even greater abundance, and a place of honor higher than the angels in His
heavenly Kingdom.

Or are we rich in worldly things? Have we assumed that everything we own
is ours to do with as we please? Have we resented the Owner of the vineyard?
Have we rejected His servants? Have we killed the presence of His Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ, within our hearts?

Jesus asked those around Him what would happen to the latter, those who do
not show justice and righteousness but produce bloodshed and a cry. They
answered: “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and He will put
those wretches to a miserable death and lease His vineyard to other tenants
who will give Him the fruits in their seasons” (Matthew 21:41).

Amen.
HOMILY ontHe SUNDAY GOSPEL
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Today’s Gospel is the parable of the vineyard. An owner built a vineyard,
hedged it around, built a winepress and a tower and then let it out to tenants.
When he sent servants to take the rent, they were beaten and stoned. He sent
others, but they did the same. And when the owner sent own his son, they
killed him.

In this parable, the vineyard is Israel. The owner is God. Israel is hedged
around with natural borders. The winepress is the altar, the tower is the
Temple. The tenants are the Jews. The servants are those sent by God, the
prophets and holy ones who reminded the Jews that Israel was not theirs but
God’s.

But what did God’s own chosen people, the Jews, do? They beat and stoned
and killed first the servants and then the heir, the Son of God. Why? Because
they wanted everything for themselves.

And so they ceased to be God’s people, they ceased to be Israel and were
cast out of their land and scattered over all the face of the earth. Israel was
given to others: the New Israel, the Church, was born.

However, this parable is also addressed today to us Orthodox of the New
Israel. The vineyard is the planet where we Orthodox Christians live. It is
hedged around by the presence of the Church. The wine-press is the altar.
And the tower is the Church. And the servants are the saints. And we
Orthodox should ask ourselves what we have done  Continued on page 5 =
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Continued from Page 4 = with God’s saints who have been sent twice for our
repentance?

When the remnant of the Roman Empire in Constantinople was under threat,
God sent one of His servants there, Saint Mark of Ephesus, to warn the
Orthodox to keep faith with the Church. Many did not, and so the Empire
fell.

When the mighty Russian Empire was under threat at the beginning of the
last century, God sent another servant and prophet, Saint John of Kronstadt,
to warn the people to repent. Many did not, and so that Empire too fell.

Always those who have denied Christ and His Church have thought that the
world belonged to them and that therefore they could do what they wanted
with it. Always they have wanted to replace Christ with their own
philosophies and ideologies and politics, their own religion. God has sent
servants to us Orthodox of the New Israel twice; the next time He will send
His Son and that will be the Second Coming, the Coming of the Heir.

This parable is also addressed to each of us today in a personal sense. The
vineyard is our own soul. It is hedged around with prayer, our guardian-
angel, our patron-saint. The wine-press is where we offer ourselves to Christ.
The tower is our inner church where we pray to God. We are tenants of our
God-created souls.

The servants sent to us are all those occasions when God speaks to us. He
speaks to us in prayer, He speaks to us through the word of His Scriptures,
He speaks to us through every opportunity, every meeting, every event that
comes into our lives. He speaks to us through the presence of His Church in
the world.

And how do we react? Do we reject everything sent to us, everything allowed
to us, as a chance to do better, to make good our weaknesses? Do we fail to
heed God? Do we ignore the Church? If so, then we too beat and stone and
kill the servants of God. We are warned: the Heir is coming.

At the end of the parable of the vineyard, Christ says: “The stone that the
builders rejected is become the head of the corner, and it is marvelous in our
eyes.” The stone rejected is of course the Rock of Faith, Christ Himself, for
He was rejected and crucified.

And yet He became the head of the corner, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
Let us too be rocks of faith then, and though the world will reject us, we too
shall become heads of the corner, and it will be marvelous in the eyes of God
and men.

Amen.

Reverend Andrew Phillips
Saint John’s Orthodox Church, Colchester, England

REFLECTION onN THe EXANLTATION OF THE CROSS 6
The Sunday Before the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (Galatians 6:14)

To the world, the cross is an implement of execution, a symbol of torture and
death. It represents total separation from this world. Yet, to the Christian, in
heaven and among the faithful, the Cross is the highest glory.

Poverty is despised by men in the world, who seek only to add to their wealth
and luxury and comforts.

Yet, Jesus teaches us that, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:3)

We Christians boast of our poverty, knowing that if we confess our total
spiritual bankruptcy before the Lord, and seek instead to do His will, we will
have blessings and all the wealth of a heavenly kingdom that never ends.

To be laughed at and scorned is a terrible embarrassment in the world; no
worldly man seeks ridicule and insults.

Yet, the Christian rejoices when he is cursed. Jesus assures us, “Blessed are
you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account.” (Matthew 5:11)

Moreover, when the Apostles had been condemned by the Council of the
Sanhedrin in Jerusalem, “Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing
that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name (of Jesus).”
(Acts 5:41)

Why? How is it that the Christian acts so contrary to the ways of the world?
The answer is simple. We are followers of Christ — we even dare to call
ourselves by His name: Christians.

Christ — Whom we follow — took on Himself the form of a slave, for the sake
of each of us.

Christ — Whom we seek to emulate — bore sufferings, humiliations, poverty,
and insults, for each of us individually although we by and large reject Him
and refuse to do His will.

Christ — Whom we claim as our Master — so loved us even when we had
rejected Him, that He gave up His life on the Cross for us.

Let us not be ashamed of Christ; let us not be ashamed to of the Cross; let us
not be ashamed to boast of our poverty; let us be elated when the world
despises us for following the One Who gives us the promise of eternal life!

Amen.




7 FEAST CELEBRATED TOMORROW

The Nativity of our Most Holy Lady the Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary
Mary was born at a time when people had reached such a degree of moral decay
that restoration seemed impossible. Indeed, God must come into the world to
restore faith and not permit the ruin of mankind.

The Son of God chose to take on human nature (to become incarnate) for our
salvation. And He chose as His Mother the all-pure and all-holy Virgin Mary, to
give birth to the Source of purity and holiness.

Her own birth is celebrated by the Church as a day of universal joy. Within the
context of the Old and the New Testaments, she was born on this radiant day,
having been chosen before the ages by Divine Providence to bring about the
Mpystery of the Incarnation of the Word of God. She is revealed as the Mother of
the Savior of the World, Our Lord Jesus Christ.

She was born in the small city of Galilee, Nazareth. Her parents were Righteous
Joachim of the tribe of Judah (of the Kings and Anna from the tribe of Levi (of
the Priests). They had been married for fifty years, and Anna was barren.

Despite having reached old age, they did not lose hope in God’s mercy. They
had strong faith that for God everything is possible, and that He could overcome
her barrenness even in old age. They vowed to dedicate the child which the Lord
might give them to the service of God in the Temple.

Childlessness was considered among the Hebrew nation as a Divine punishment
for sin. Therefore, the righteous couple endured abuse from their own
countrymen. On one of the great feasts at the Temple in Jerusalem, Joachim
brought his sacrifice to offer to God, but the High Priest would not accept it,
considering him to be unworthy since he was childless.

Saint Joachim in deep grief went into the wilderness, and there he prayed with
tears to the Lord for a child. Saint Anna wept bitterly when she learned what had
happened at the Jerusalem Temple. But never once did either complain against
the Lord but rather prayed asking God for mercy.

The Lord fulfilled their petitions, for they were prepared by virtuous lives for a
sublime calling: to be the parents of the future Mother of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Archangel Gabriel brought Joachim and Anna the joyous message that their
prayers were heard by God, and that of them would be born a most-blessed
daughter Mary, through whom would come the Salvation of all the World. We
celebrate her conception on December 9th and her birth on September 8th.

The Most Holy Virgin Mary surpassed in purity and virtue not only all mankind,
but also the angels. She was manifest as the living Temple of God, as the Church
sings: “the East Gate... bringing Christ into the world for the salvation of our
souls” (2nd Sticheron on “Lord, I Have Cried”, Tone 6).

The Nativity of the Theotokos marks a change in history, for the great and
comforting promises of God for the salvation of the human race from slavery to
the devil are about to be fulfilled in the birth of her Son.

HYMNS xttHe DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 4, Troparion (Resurrection)
When the women disciples of the Lord ¢ learned from the angel the joyous
message of Thy Resurrection, ¢ they cast away the ancestral curse ¢ and
elatedly told the Apostles: « “Death is overthrown. ¢ Christ God is risen, ®
granting the world great mercy.”

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, « fill my thirsting soul with the waters of
piety, as Thou didst cry to all: « “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and drink.”
* O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 4, Troparion (Forefeast)
Today from the stem of Jesse and from the loins of David, ¢ the handmaid of
God Mary is being born for us. ¢ Therefore all creation is renewed and
rejoices. « Heaven and earth rejoice together. « Praise her, you families of
nations, * for Joachim rejoices and Anna celebrates crying out: * “The barren
one gives birth to the Theotokos, the Nourisher of our life.”

Tone 4, Troparion (Saint Sozon)
Thy holy martyr Sozén, O Lord, * through his sufferings has received an
incorruptible crown from Thee, our God. * For having Thy strength, he laid
low his adversaries, ¢ and shattered the powerless boldness of demons.
Through his intercession, save our souls.

Tone 4, Kontakion (Resurrection)
My Savior and Redeemer ¢ as God rose from the tomb and delivered the
earth-born from their chains. ¢ He has shattered the gates of Hades, * and as
Master, ¢ He has risen on the third day.

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, « fill my thirsting soul with the waters of
piety, as Thou didst cry to all: « “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and drink.”
* O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 2, Kontakion (Saint Sozon)
Glory...Let us gather today and together sing to Sozon, * the true and divinely
wise martyr, ¢ an expert fighter for the faith,  the mystical seer of divine
grace, * a generous provider of healing,  who prays to Christ God for us all.

Tone 3, Kontakion (Forefeast)
Both... Today the Virgin Theotokos Mary, * the bridal chamber of the
Heavenly Bridegroom, * by the will of the God is born of a barren woman, ¢
being prepared as the chariot of God the Word. * She was foreordained for
this, since she is the divine gate and the true Mother of Life.

Prokeimenon (Sunday Before the Exaltation of the Cross)
O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. (Psalm 27:9a)
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EBanrenne
Buvlcnywatime opyeyio npumuy. Obll HEKOMOPbIL X039UH 00Md, KOMOPbLiL
HAcaou1 UHOCPAOHUK, OOHEC e20 02padol0, 8bIKONAT 8 HeM MOYUNL0, NOCPOUT
bawmo u, omoas e2o surozpadapsm, omayuuics. Koeoa sce npubnuzunoce
8pemsi Ni0008, OH NOCAAN C8OUX CIye K BUHOZPAOAPSIM 635Mb CE0U HA00bI,
BUHOZPAOAPU, CXBAMUB CLY2 €20, UHO20 NPUOULU, UHO2O YOUIU, d UHO20 NOOULU
kamusimu. Onsmv nocian oH Opyeux ciye, 0olvlie HpedcHe20, U C HUMU
nocmynunu mak oice. Haxowney, nocnan on Kk HumM ce0e2o culHa, 2080psi:
nocmuiosimest colha moeeo. Ho eumnozcpadapu, yeuodee cvina, cxazanu opye
opyey: 3mo HACIeOHUK, NOUOEM, YObEM e2o u 3aeradeem HAciedcmeom e2o. U,
cXeamue e2o, Gvleel OH U3 BUHOSPAOHUKA U Younu. Umak, kozoa npudém
XO3AUH BUHOSPAOHUKA, YMO cOenaem oH ¢ Imumu sunozpadapsamu? 1 osopsam
Ewmy: 3100ee6 cux npedacm 310U cmepmu, a 8UHOSPAOHUK OMOACT Opyum
suHOZpAdApsm, Komopwvie OyOym omoasams emy HI00bl 80 GPEMEHA CEOU.
Hucyc eosopum um: neyocenu vl Huxozoa He wumanu 6 Ilucanuu: xamenv,
KOMOpblll 0eepeiu CIpOUment, mom Camblil COenancs 2nagow yaaia? Imo om
Tocnooa, u ecmv ousHo 6 ouax nawux? (M. 21, 33-42)

[Tporouepen Bukrtop Iloramnos
Bo uma Omya u Coina u Ceéamoeo /Jfyxa.

[Iputyy 0 37BIX BUHOIPaAapsAX MbI BCTpEYaeM y MEPBbIX
TpE€x eBaHrenucToB (M. 21: 33-41; Mk. 12: 1-9; JIx. 20:
9-16). BoT kak 3Ty mputdy nepeaaét epanrenuct Jlyka:

«OnuH dYenoBeK HacaiI BUHOTPAAHWK M OTAAT €ro
BUHOTpaJapsaM, U OTIy4WICS Ha aoaroe Bpems. M B cBoé
BpeMsI TTocIall K BUHOTpaaapsM pada, YToObl OHH AaTH eMY
IJI0JI0B M3 BUHOTPAJHUKA; HO BUHOTPAJapH, MIPUOUB €ro,
otocnanu HU ¢ yeM. Emé mocnan npyroro paba; HoO OHU U
3TOro, MPUOMB M OOpyraB, OTOCIANH HU ¢ 4yeM. U emé
MocJan TPEThEro; HO OHU U TOTO, U3PAHUB, BHITHAIMU. Torga ckazai roclionH
BHHOTPAIHUKA: YTO MHE JieNaTh? [1onumo cbiHa MOETro BO3JIH00IEHHOT0; MOYKET
OBITh, YBUJICB €r0, MOCTHIAATCA. HO BUHOTpagapH, YBUACB €ro, paccyIaiu
MEXTy COOO0F0, TOBOPS: 3TO HACIECIHUK; MONHIEM, YObEM €r0, U HACJIEICTBO €ro
Oyzaer Hamie. M BbIBe/is €ro BOH U3 BHHOTPaJHUKA, younu. UTo ke caenaer ¢
HUMU TocnojuH BuHOTrpagHuka? [lpunér u moryOuT BUHOTpamaped Tex, u
OTJIACT BUHOTPATHUK ApYrum» (JIxk. 20: 9-16).

Ota mputya ObLIa TPOM3HECEHA HE3aIodro J0 KpecTHoi cmeptu ['ocmoma
Hucyca Xpucra B camom HepycammMckoMm Xpame u oOpamieHa Obuia K
CHUHEIPHOHY (BBICIIKHN CyJ, HaXOauBIIKiCS B Mepycanume U COCTOSBIIUN U3
72-X 4JI€HOB MO/ NPeICeAaTeNbCTBOM MIEPBOCBALICHHUKA). & 2
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/= B mnputde O 31bIX BHUHOIPaJapsX, HaNpaBJIeHHOH Ha oOIMuYeHue
PYKOBOJMTEINICH Hapo/aa, OTBEPraBIIMX U M30MBABIINX MPOPOKOB M, TIABHOE,
Takke oTBeprimmx M pacmsaBmux Camoro Mucyca Xpucta, - pacKpblBaroTCA
ucropus boxxus npoMeinuieHust 06 H30paHHOM Hapoe, boxwue monaroreprnenue
K €ro BOX/IAM U Me4aJIbHbIN pe3ysbTaT X 0XKecToueHus npoTuB Xpucra u Ero
yueHus. He mono3peBas cHavajna, 4To MpUTYa OTHOCUTCA K HUM, YBIICUEHHBIE
€€ JIOTUKOM, IEPBOCBANICHHIKY U CTAPSHUIIIMHBI HAPOIHBIC CAMH BBIHECIH ce0Oe
MIPUTOBOP: «31I0/IeEB CUX MPENACT 3710i CMEPTH, @ BUHOTPAIHUK OTAACT JPYyTUM
BUHOTpaJapsaM, KOTOpble OyIyT OTIaBaTh €My IUIOJABI BO BpeMeHa cBou» (Mq.
21: 41), BeipaskeHHbIN cioBamMu ['ocnioga Tak: «OtHUMeTca oT Bac LlapctBo
Boxxue n nano Oynet Hapoy, MPHUHOCAIEMY TUTOIBI eroy» (M. 21: 43).

J1J1s GombIel AICHOCTH pedr XPUCTOC BOCIIONB30BANICS, KaK KAHBOW, U3BECTHOM
(dapurcesM U 3aKOHHUKAM «IIECHBIO O BUHOTPaIHUKE» npopoka Mcauu (Mc. 5:
1-7), B KOTOPOU TOBOPUTCSI O TOM, YTO «BUHOTPATHUKY» - «JIOMY U3PaAUIICBY»,
T.€. €BPEICKOMY HapOAY B LIEJIOM C BETX03aBETHOHM ero l{epkoBblo, yAEIEHO
06110 X03siMHOM - Borom MHOTO Tpyaa u 3a00T. JleficTBUTENbHO, N30paHHOMY
Hapoay aaHo OblI0 borom Bcé, mis ero ycmemHoro pasputusa. Cam bBor Obut
Boxném Hapoma mo Beixoae ero u3 ErunTa, gBissi MHOXECTBO 4yleC U
3HAMEHHI, 3aTeM BEepXOBHAs BJIACTh HAJl HAPOJOM ObLIA NiepeiaHa N30paHHBIM
BoroM gyXOBHBIM BOXKISIM.

EBanrenuct Matdeit 100aBIseT K NpUTUE HEKOTOPBIE BaXKHBIE MOJIPOOHOCTH,
OTCyTCTBYIOIIME Yy armoctoyia JIyku. Amocton Mardei coo0InaeT, 4to X03uH
BHHOTPaJHUKA «OOHEC €ro Orpajol, BBIKONAT B HEM TOYHIIO, MOCTPOMII
OallHIO. ..».

«Orpa)la» BUHOI'paJJHHUKa - 3TO 3akoH MOI/ICCCB, KOTOpLII;'I, KaK «OTHEHHOM
CTEHOI» 3aluian C€BpCCB OT BJIUAHUA A3BIYHHKOB W MPEOAOXPAHATI OT
YKJ'IOHCHI/Iﬁ OT JKM3HEHHOM HOPpMBI, 3aKjIro4dass B 0666, B np006pa3ax
BEPOYUCHUEC, PCIIUTHO3HBIC ITIOCTAHOBJICHUSA U O6p${Z[BI, KOTOPBIC JOJIKHBI OBLIH
JAaTb HApOAy UCTUHHOE COACPIKAHUEC KHU3HU. bor IpoaoKal NpOMBIILIATE O
€BpECAX U MOCJIC UX BXOJa B OGCTOBaHHyIO 3eMIT10. «balHsm» Ha BHHOT'paJIHUKE
CIIy)XWja JXWIMIIEM CTOpOKaM, OXpaHABIOIMM BHWHOTI'PDAJHUK. B IIpuUT4IC
«OarHs O3Havaja, 110 TOJIKOBAHHUIO CBATBIX OTIIOB, I/Iepyca.HI/IMCKI/Iﬁ Xpam.
«Toummnoy - 6yKBaJII>HO OHO CIIYXXWJIO IJI1 BBDKUMAaHHA BUHOTPAaJHOT'O COKa, - B
MIPpUTYEC O3HAYAJIO )KCPTBCHHUK, HA KOTOPOM IIPOJIMBAJIACh KPOBb KCPTBCHHBIX
JKMBOTHBIX, IBUBHIAACS np006pa30M HCKynHTeJ’IBHOﬁ KpOoBH I/IHcyca XpI/ICTa.

bnaroyctpouB BcE, XO34MH BHHOTPaJHUKA OTIYyYWJICA, OCTaBUB B HEM
BUHOTpanapeii, KOTOpBIE MOJDKHBI OBUIHM B OMNpEACICHHOE BpeMs IaBaTh
XO035IMHY TOJy4eHHble IMoAsl. Tak u [Tocmonme, O1aroycTpouB BCE B
BeTx03aBeTHOU LlepkBH, MOPY4HIT PYKOBOJACTBO PETUTMO3HON H HPAaBCTBEHHON
JKU3HBIO Hapoa JIyXOBHBIM BOXISIM, B IIEPBYIO OUYepellb, IEPBOCBALICHHUKAM
U CBSILLIEHHUKAM, KOTOpPbI€ JOJDKHBI ObUTH JaTh HApOLy COJEp)KaHHUE >KU3HU B
nyxe 3akoHa Bokua W B3pamuBarh B Hapoje IUIONBI XHU3HH 10 boxunm
3amoBemsiM. OT HUX 3aBHCENO 0JIATOCOCTOSIHUE «BUHOTPATHHUKAY, U OHH HECITH
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH Iepes; borom. & 3
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2 = Ho, ynpasJisist HApOJIOM, TyXOBHBIE BOXKIH HE 3a00THIIUCH O €r'0 TyXOBHOM
COBEPIIICHCTBOBAHWH, TIpeCeaysl JHYHBIE, KOPBICTHBIE WHTEepechl. Ciyr
Boxuux, BEeTX03aBETHBIX POPOKOB, KOTOPHIX, IO CJIOBY arl. [1aBia, «Bech Mup
He ObLT JocTouH» (Eep. 11 38), ¢ 03100JIEHUEM JKECTOKO U30MBAJIH 3a TO, YTO
MPOPOKM HAIOMWHAIM HAaCTaBHUKAaM Hapoaa o0 ux jponre mepen borom u
TpeOOBaJIM OT HUX «IUIOJOBY, T.e. KW3HU 1o boxkuel Bone. Tak, Hanpumep,
npopok Mcaus ObuT mepenuiieH AepeBaHHoN muaoi, Mepemus u 3axapus ObLTH
M30UTHl KaMHSIMH, MHOTHE OBUTM 3aMydeHbl WJIH, 1O CJIOBY am. Ilapia,
HCTIBITAIM TIOPYTaHWss W TO00OM, a Takke y3bl M TEMHHILy, OBLIH...
MOIBEPTaeMbl TILITKE, YMHUPAIU OT Me4Ya, CKUTAINCh B MUJIOTSX M KO3BHX
KOJKaX, TePIIs HEeTOCTAaTKH, CKOPOH, 031m00eHus...» (Eep. 11: 36-37; Heem. 9:
26 u Op.). TOYHO Takke W aroCTOJIOB W MHOTHX IOCJeaoBaTeneit Xpucra
HapOHbIC BOKIN H30MBAJIH, TIPECIICIOBATH U MYUHIIH.

«Hamocnenox» (Mk. 12: 6) XO35IMH B IPUTYE IIOCJIA] K HUM» €TUHCTBEHHOTO
«T00Ee3HOr0 €My ChIHa» CBOero - B JeiicTBurenbHOCTH bor mocnan
Enunoponnoro CeiHa CBoero Hucyca Xpucra, «HaciegHuka» (Esp. 1:2),
«xoropomy Bc€ nipegano Otuom Ero» (M. 11: 27), o Ero, yxe B To Bpems,
Korjga npousHocus ['ocroap 3Ty HpUTHy, TyXOBHBIE PYKOBOJIMTENIN Hapoja
pemIiTi yOuTh, OOSCh JIMIIUTHCS CBOETO TOCIIOACTBA HAJ BETX03aBETHOU
LepkoBpto ¥ cBoedd  BHacTM  Haj  HapoxoM. [ oroBuBIIEecs
MEPBOCBAILICHHUKAMH W CHHEAPUOHOM IMpECTyIUIeHHe OoroyouiicTBa
MPOM30IIIO BCKOPE TaK, KaK OHO M300pakeHO B mpurde: «Cracurenb ObUT
npeJaH CMEpPTHOM Ka3HU BHE BHUHOTpamHuka» (M. 21: 39), - T.e. «BHE BpaT
Uepycanumay (Eep. 13:12), ObIBILIEr0 cCpeiOTOYHEM BeTX03aBeTHOH LlepkBu.

OxoHunMB mpuUTdy, eBaHremuct Mardeli mumer, uyro [ocmomp 3aman
MEPBOCBAIICHHUKAM M 4WIEHaM CHHEIpUOHa Takoi Bompoc: «Korma mpuunér
XO3SIMH BUHOTPAJHUKA, YTO CHEJIaeT OH C 3TUMU BHUHOTPAAapsIMHU?», Ha 4TO
MOJTyYMJI CaMblif JIOTHYECKUN OTBET: «3JI0JIeeB CUX IMpenacT 370 CMepTH, a
BUHOTPAIHUK OTAACT JAPYTMM BHHOTpamapsM, KOTOPbIE OyIyT OTAaBaTh eMy
IUIOABI BO BpeMeHa cBom» (Mdh. 21: 40-41).

BarnssHyB Ha coOeceqHUKOB, YBEPEHHBIX B HEBO3MOXKHOCTH JIMINEHUS WX
MPHUCYIIUX UM IIPEeuMyIecTB, ['ocrmoab oTTeHra CBOO MBICITB 00 HCKIFOUYSHUH
WX UMM JXK€ CaMUMHU U3 HoBoycTposieMoro llapctBa XpucrtoBa, HAallOMHUB
MIPOPOYECTBA, KOTOPhIE OHU camu OTHOCWIM K Meccun: «KaMeHb, KOTOPBIH
OTBEPIJIM CTPOUTENH, TOT CaMbIi CeNacs TiaaBor yria. Ito oT ['ocmona, u
€CTh AUBHO B o4ax Hamwx» (M. 21: 42; Jlk. 20: 17, Ilc. 117: 22-23; Uc. 28:
16, I Kop. 3: 11; Pm. 9: 33 u Op.). Boxnsim ObUIO MOPYYEHO ITYXOBHOE
crpoutenscTBO llepkBu bokueil, HO OHM OTBEpriM KpaeyroibHbl KameHsb
aTOrO Xpama - Xpucta. Hecmorps Ha oTBepkeHne nmu, Kamens Bcé ke n€r B
OCHOBY yrIIa, 1 coeAuHms B HoBo3aBeTHOI LlepkBU /1Be «CTEHBI»: BEPYIOIINX
W3 UyACEeB W U3 s3BIYHUKOB. McmonHenue mpopouectBa Ha Mucyce Xpucre
nokaseiBaet, uto Cam bor Orent mocman Ero B Mup, 4To0s! ocHOBaTh LlepkBu
U CIYXUTh BCEM BEPYIOIIUM, HCKYIUIEHHBIM MM, TIpeIMeToM H3yMIICHUS U
onarorosenus (M. 21: 42; Mk. 12: 10-11). Ot Boxei & 4
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3 ¥ HapOAHBIX, OTBEpPrmMX XpHUcCTa-MeccHI0O M HE JKENaBIINX IOHATh
cymmuocty Ero LlapctBa, oHO OyZer OTHATO M JaHO BceM wWieHaMm Llepksu
XpHUCTOBOM, IIPHHOCAIINM TLIOAB HCTHHHON BEPHI M JOOPOAETEIH.

VYuurenu HapoIHBIE NOHSIM, HAKOHEL, YTO IpUT4Ya OTHOCUTCS K HHUM.
HexoTopsle «cipIaBIze sxe 3To cKasanu: aa He oyzaetr!» (Jlx. 20: 16), T.e. na
He OyZeT ¢ HUMU Toro, 9YT00BI LlepkoBb OblIa OTHSTA OT HUX W OTAaHA APYTHM.

Cearoit MoanH 3naToycT MUILET, YTO MPOU3HECEHUE BparaMu XprUcTa CaMUMHU
cebe mpuroBopa «OBUIO SICHBIM  JOKa3aTeIbCTBOM TOTO, 4YTO HE
HakaspiBatommif, HO caMH  Haka3blBaéMble  ObUIM ~ BHHOBHUKaMHU
HUCIIOCHUTAEMOM Ha HUX Ka3HI». DTO OOJBIIE BCETO PACCEPAIIO U 0XKECTOUHIO
MIEPBOCBAIICHHUKOB U (DapuCceeB, M OHU CTAPAIHCH B 3TO BPEMSI «HAIOXKUTH HA
Hero pyxkw» (JIk. 20: 19; M. 21: 46). Tonpko cTpax mepea HapOIOM,
nounTaBmiuM [ocnoja 3a mpopoka, OCTAHOBMJI MX Ha BpeMsS OT 3TOTO
3M0/IETHUSL.

[IpopouectBo Xpucta O Haka3aHUM 3JbIX BHUHOTpaJapel W Iepenade
BUHOTPaJHUKA JPYTHUM HCIOJHUIOCH POBHO uepe3 35 JeT mociie TOro, Kak
Nucyc npousnéc 3Ty nmputdy. Pumcknit nonkosoaen Tut pazopun Mepycannm
u Bcio [lanectuny, u eBpen ObUTH pacCesiHbI 110 BCEMY CBETY.

Bunorpanapssm ObLTO XOpOIIO NMpeOBIBATh W TPYAUTHCS B BUHOTPAIHUKE, -
HACTOJIBKO XOPOILIO, YTO OHU CTAJIM 3TO MECTO CUUTATh CBOMM. BcE, 4yTo OHU
uMend, Bc€, uTo X0341MH UM JaBajl Ha coJlepKaHue, OHU CTaJIi IPUHUMATh KaK
JoibkHOe. Beé 3T0 Tak MX 3aXBaTUIIO, YTO OHU COBEPLICHHO 3a0BLIM, YTO BCE
3TO BPEMEHHO, U YTO MPOMAYT I'OJIbl, U HACTYIUT Yac, KOT1a OHU JIOJKHBI OyAyT
MMOKUHYTh BUHOTPAJIHUK U Niepeaath ero ApyruM. OHHU CBOIO JyXOBHYIO KU3Hb
WCKa3WIM U KWIHA TOJBKO MO IIoTH. OHU 3ariyliMid CBOK COBecTb. Jleno
JIOIILIO IO TOTO, YTO paOOTHUKY BUHOTPATHIKA YOUIIH U HacTeqHIKa X03s51Ha,
JUIIH OBl HE OTKA3aThCs OT TOBOJILCTBA BUHOTPATHHKA.

CrnoBo XpucrtoBo - BeuHo. [IpuTya 0 3716IX BUHOTPaAapsaX UMEeT OTHOLICHUE He
TOJIbKO K HapoOAHBIM BOXAAM BpeMeH XpHCTa, HO W K HaMm, JIIOIIM,
paboTaromuM B HOBOM BHHOTpaJHUKe XpucToBoM - B LlepkBu. Eciau HOBbIE
BOXKJIM BEpYIOILEro Hapoja, KHs3bs LlepkBu, - maTpuapxu, MUTPOIIOJIUTHI,
€MHICKOIIBI U CBSILEHHUKH OyAyT ceOs BECTU TaK, Kak BUHOTPaJapy B MPUTUE,
X OXHUJIACT Ta XK€ YY4acTh: OHH OyayT XO3sSMHOM-BOroM OTBEprHYTHL, U
BUHOTPATHUK OYyJeT Iepean APYTuM, TOCTONHBIM PaOOTHHKAM.

Ota npuTya B paBHOU Mepe OTHOCHUTCS M KXKJJOMY BEPYIOLIEMY XPUCTHAHUHY.
B nputue o 37bIX BHHOTpajapsix XpHUCTOC NpeAylpexaaeT Hac, 4yToObl He
CIIyYWIJIOCH ¥ C HAMH TaK, YTOOBI 3¢MHAsI KPacoTa, B KOTOPOH MBI XKHUBEM, HE
MpeBpaTUiIach Obl B IPUTOYHBIA BUHOTPAIHUK U HE Jaja Obl HaM 3a0BITh O TOM,
gro ['oconH BUHOTpaIHUKA IPSAAET U HOTpeOyeT OTIeTa 0 Hallel padoTe.

Bynem e TpyauThCsl B BAHOTPAIHUKE, U IUTO/IBI €r0 IPUHOCHUTD €T0 3aKOHHOMY
Xozsuny - bory.
Amunb.
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“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14

Sunday, September 7, 2025 Volume 13, Issue 36

A new creation

Imagine making a tower out of

blocks or Legos. Let’s say you are really proud
of it, but somebody comes and knocks it all
down. Imagine now making a new tower, taller,
bigger, stronger, and even better! It’s a new, bet-
ter creation.
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Birthday
Build
Christians
Creation
Feastday
Nativity
Sin
Thanks
Theotokos
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Before Jesus came, humans—God’s creation—
were knocked down by sin. That’s what sin does
to all of us people. When we sin, or do the wrong
thing, we are knocked down! We might not even
want to get up. We might not even want to
change and do the right thing again!
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But in today’s epistle reading, Saint Paul writes about what God does for
us. Saint Paul writes about how our Lord, Jesus Christ makes us into a
new creation with His death on the cross. We are God’s new creation, and
Christ has saved us! He has built us new, taller, bigger, stronger, and even
better by our faith in Christ. Christ is the master builder!

When we become Christians, we become part of Christ. We become a new
creation, something different. We are something better than we were be-
fore. God rebuilds us. He makes us His new creation!

Let’s thank God for lifting us up and making us even better.
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ANOTHER NATIVITY
THE BIRTH OF THE THEOTOKOS

Do you celebrate your birthday? R
Does your family celebrate your birthday too? . e
Your parents or grandparents are probably es- &
pecially happy on your birthday, because they
remember you as a little baby. They remember
how you could grow up to be someone really
special.

In our Church tomorrow, we celebrate a very
special birthday. It is the day Mary, the Holy
Theotokos, was born. Her parents knew that
she would grow up to be someone really spe-
cial, because her birth was really a miracle in
the first place! Her parents, Saints Joachim and Anna, were very old,
and they didn’t think they could have any children. With the new lit-
tle baby, Mary, they knew that she was special to God.

In our Church calendar, we celebrate a few birthdays. Can you think
of another? Well, Christmas, of course! Mary knew that her son
would be a special person too. We also remember the birthday of
Saint John the Baptist too. His parents knew he would be special.

Birthdays are fun to celebrate, but we can also use them as a time to
thank God for what He has given us. We can ask God to help us use
our lives in the way He wants us to....just like baby Mary grew up and
did what God wanted her to do!
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We celebrate this feastday tomorrow, September 8th (OC: September 21st). |§
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Nativity of the Theotokos
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