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Epistle for the Sunday of Forgiveness, Romans 13:11-14:4
BRETHREN, Now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The
night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly, as in the
day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife
and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to fulfill its lusts. Receive one who i1s weak in the faith, but not to
disputes over doubtful things. For one believes he may eat all things, but he
who is weak eats only vegetables. Let not him who eats despise him who
does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God
has received him. Who are you to judge another’s servant? To his own master
he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make
him stand.

Gospel for the Sunday of Forgiveness, Matthew 6:14-21

THE LORD SAID: “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. “Moreover, when you fast,
do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their
faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they
have their reward. But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your
face, so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who
is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you
openly. “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves
do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.

REFLECTION onTHE SUNDAY GOSPEL
Sunday of Forgiveness
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The Sunday of Forgiveness, the last of four preparatory Sundays before
Great Lent, has two themes: it commemorates Adam’s expulsion from
Paradise, and accentuates our need to forgive. One of the primary images
in the Triodion is that of the return to Paradise.

Lent is a time when we weep with Adam and Eve before the closed gate
of Eden, repenting with them for the sins that have deprived us of our free
communion with God. But Lent is also a time when we are preparing to
celebrate the saving event of Christ’s death and rising, which reopened
Paradise to us once more (¢f. Luke 23:43). So, sorrow for our exile in sin
is tempered by hope of our re-entry into Paradise. Continued on page 2 =




3 REFLECTION onTHE SUNDAY GOSPEL (CONTINUED)
Continued from page 2 = Forgiveness is emphasized in the Gospel reading
Sunday morning and again in the special ceremony of mutual forgiveness
at the end of Vespers on Sunday evening. Before we enter the Lenten fast,
we are reminded that there can be no true fast, no genuine repentance, no
reconciliation with God, unless we are at the same time reconciled with
one another.

A fast without mutual love is the fast of demons. We do not travel the
road of Lent as isolated individuals but as members of a family. Our
asceticism and fasting should not separate us from others but should link
us to them with ever-stronger bonds.

The Sunday of Forgiveness also directs us to see that Great Lent is a
journey of liberation from our enslavement to sin. The Gospel lesson sets
the conditions for this liberation. The first one is fasting — the refusal to
accept the desires and urges of our fallen nature as normal, the effort to
free ourselves from the dictatorship of the flesh and matter over the spirit.
To be effective our fast must not be hypocritical, a “showing off.” We
must “appear not unto men to fast but to our Father who is in secret.”

The second condition is forgiveness: “If you forgive men their trespasses,
your Heavenly Father will also forgive you.” The triumph of sin, the main
sign of its rule over the world, is division, opposition, separation, hatred.
Therefore, the first break through this fortress of sin is forgiveness: the
return to unity, solidarity, and love. To forgive is to put between me and
my “enemy” the radiant forgiveness of God Himself. To forgive is to
reject the hopeless “dead-ends” of human relations and to refer them to
Christ. Forgiveness is truly a “breakthrough” of the Kingdom into this
sinful and fallen world.
Amen.

A PATRISTIC HOMILY
Sunday of the Expulsion from Paradise
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Let us cast off works of darkness, for, as the Psalmist, David the King,
wrote, “They have all fallen away, they are all alike depraved, there is
none that does good, no, not one” (Psalm 52:3).

In like manner, the Apostle Paul wrote, “But understand this, that in the
last days there will come times of stress. For men will be lovers of self,
lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, inhuman, implacable, slanderers, profligates, fierce,
haters of good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding Continued on page 4 =

A PATRISTIC HOMILY 4
Continued from page 3 = the form of religion but denying the power of it.
Avoid such people” (2 Timothy 3:1-5).
Who of us has never had a part in the aforementioned evils? Is this
Apostolic prophecy not fulfilled in us? Woe therefore to us, for we know
better and have thus come upon the extreme of evil!

Are we not all gluttonous? Are we not all lovers of pleasure? Are we not
all mad for, and lovers of, material things?

Are we not all savages? Are we not all nurturers of wrath? Are we not all
bearers of malice? Are we not all traitors of every virtue? Are we not all
revilers? Are we not all fond of scoffing? Are we not all hasty and rash?
Do we not all hurt and hate our brothers?

Are we not all puffed up? Are we not all haughty? Are we not all proud?
Are we not all vainglorious? Are we not all hypocrites? Are we not all
deceitful? Are we not all jealous?

Are we not all unruly? Are we not all listless? Are we not all fickle? Are
we not all slothful?

Are we not all neglectful of the Savior’s commandments? Are we not all
full of evil? Instead of God’s temple have we not become the temple of
idols? Instead of dwellings of the Holy Spirit are we not dwellings of evil
spirits?

It is all true; we are all sinners. We have great need to seek forgiveness
from God and from our brother; and we also have great need to give
forgiveness to our brother who is no better and no worse than we are!

And let no one be upset at hearing these truths, for it was Jesus Christ
Himself Who said, “Why do you not understand what I say? It is because
you cannot bear to hear My word. You are of your father the devil, and
your will is to do your father’s desires” (John 8:43-44).

Amen.
Saint Maximos the Confessor, On the Ascetic Life
A SUNDAY HOMILY

Sunday of Forgiveness
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The Sunday of Forgiveness, the last of four preparatory Sundays before
Great Lent, has two themes: it commemorates Adam’s expulsion from
Paradise, and accentuates our need to forgive.

One of the primary images in the Triodion is that of the return to Paradise.
Lent is a time when we weep with Adam and Continued on page 5 =




5 A SUNDAY HOMILY (CONTINUED)

Continued from page 4 = Eve before the closed gate of Eden, repenting
with them for the sins that have deprived us of our free communion with
God. But Lent is also a time when we are preparing to celebrate the saving
event of Christ’s death and rising, which has reopened Paradise to us once
more (cf. Luke 23:43). So, sorrow for our exile in sin is tempered by hope
of our re-entry into Paradise.

Forgiveness is emphasized in the Gospel reading Sunday morning and
again in the special ceremony of mutual forgiveness at the end of Vespers
on Sunday evening. Before we enter the Lenten fast, we are reminded that
there can be no true fast, no genuine repentance, no reconciliation with
God, unless we are at the same time reconciled with one another.

A fast without mutual love is the fast of demons. We do not travel the
road of Lent as isolated individuals but as members of a family. Our
asceticism and fasting should not separate us from others but should link
us to them with ever-stronger bonds.

The Sunday of Forgiveness also directs us to see that Great Lent is a
journey of liberation from our enslavement to sin. The Gospel lesson sets
the conditions for this liberation. The first one is fasting — the refusal to
accept the desires and urges of our fallen nature as normal, the effort to
free ourselves from the dictatorship of the flesh and matter over the spirit.
To be effective our fast must not be hypocritical, a “showing off.” We
must “appear not unto men to fast but to our Father who is in secret.”

The second condition is forgiveness: “If you forgive men their trespasses,
your Heavenly Father will also forgive you.” The triumph of sin, the main
sign of its rule over the world, is division, opposition, separation, hatred.
Therefore, the first break through this fortress of sin is forgiveness: the
return to unity, solidarity, and love.

To forgive is to put between me and my “enemy” the radiant forgiveness
of God Himself. To forgive is to reject the hopeless “dead-ends” of
human relations and to refer them to Christ. Forgiveness is truly a
“breakthrough” of the Kingdom into this sinful and fallen world.

Amen.

SYNAXARION ror tHIs SUNDAY
The Sunday of the Expulsion from Paradise — The Sunday of Forgiveness
On this day we commemorate the fall of Adam the first-formed from
partaking of the fruit of Paradise, which our holy and divine Fathers have
appointed for the Sunday before Great Lent in order to demonstrate the great
healing effect of the fast upon human nature and the great harm of
intemperance and disobedience. Continued on page 6 =

SYNAXARION ror THIS SUNDAY (CONTINUED) 6
Continued from page 4 = Setting aside the countless instances of these vices
in the world, the Fathers have put forth a vivid example in first-formed
Adam, who suffered great harm in his total failure to fast and brought this
harm upon our nature. He did not keep the first commandment of a beneficial
fast which God had required of mankind but yielding to the desires of his
belly and of the serpent through Eve, he not only did not become godlike,
but he gave rise to death, bringing perdition upon all our race.

For the sake of Adam’s intemperance, the Lord fasted for forty days and was
obedient. It was for this reason that the holy Apostles conceived this present
forty-day fast, so that as Adam forfeited incorruption through his
intemperance, we may regain it through abstinence.

Also, as was stated earlier, it was the intent of the Holy Fathers through the
Triodion to relate in a condensed form all of God’s acts from the beginning
to the end of the world. Since Adam’s transgression and fall through the
eating of the fruit of the tree is the principal cause of the state of mankind,
the Fathers exhort us who are observing this commemoration to avoid
Adam’s sin and to shun intemperance in all things.

Now it was on the sixth day that Adam was created by the hand of God after
His own image and through His life-giving breath. Receiving God’s
commandment, he lived in Paradise up until the sixth hour, when he
disobeyed God’s command and was driven out. As he stretched out his hand
at the sixth hour to touch the fruit, the new Adam, Christ, at the sixth day and
hour stretched out His hands upon the Cross, annulling the sentence of
perdition brought about by former Adam. For he was created in the midst of
corruption and incorruption through providence with the freedom of choice.

God could have made Adam sinless, yet His providence was to provide for
reparation. For this cause He gave His commandment that Adam might
partake of all in the garden, save the one tree. Does this not mean that Adam
was meant to understand the essence of all created by the divine power, but
was not to attempt to understand the essence of the Godhead? That is to say
God commanded Adam to concern himself will all other elements and
qualities, reasoning with his mind to the glory of God; for this is true
nourishment.

But he was not to search for the divine essence: God, who He is, where He
is and how He brought all things into being out of nothingness. Yet to his
own harm Adam, having no care for the other things, sought to examine God
and to determine His essence; and since he was not perfect but still a simple
child, he failed in his undertaking, when through Eve Satan planted in him
the desire of becoming Godlike.

Some say that the tree of disobedience was a fig tree, and becoming aware
of their nakedness, Adam and Eve used its leaves  Continued on page 7




7 SYNAXARION ror THIS SUNDAY (CONTINUED)

to cover themselves. For this reason, Christ cursed the fig tree as the cause of
that disobedience, attributing to it a sort of resemblance to sin. For having
transgressed becoming clothed in mortal flesh and receiving the curse, Adam
was driven from Paradise.

And at God’s command a flaming sword guarded its gates. Adam sat before the
gates of Paradise lamenting the many blessings he had lost in his failure to
observe a timely fast. Through him the entire race shared in that sentence, until
our Creator, taking pity on our nature which because of Satan was perishing, was
born of the Holy Virgin and lived an exceptional life, showing us the path away
from the devil, abstinence and humility, valiantly gaining the victory over the
deceiver, returned us to our former state.

Desiring to lay all these events before us, the God-bearing fathers have begun
with the Old Testament: the creation of the world, the fall of Adam through the
eating of the fruit, which we commemorate today, and later on the words of
Moses, the prophets, and David, which impart grace.

Afterwards in order the events of the New Testament, of which the first is the
Annunciation, which almost always occurs during Lent through God’s ineffable
providence, the raising of Lazarus, Palm Sunday, the reading of the sacred
Gospels during Holy Week, and the profound texts of the holy and saving
Passion of Christ.

After this the Resurrection and the rest up to the descent of the Holy Spirit read
in the book of Acts, how this event became a proclamation that assembled all
the saints together, for in the book of Aces the Resurrection is confirmed through
signs and wonders.

Since we have so suffered from Adam’s failure to keep the fast, this event is
commemorated today at the beginning of Great Lent, so that keeping in mind
the enormous evil brought about by Adam’s intemperance, we may make joyful
haste to accept and keep the fast. And as Adam sinned in his desire to become
godlike, we may thereby receive godliness through fasting, tears and humility
until God visits us; for without these it is impossible to regain that which we
have lost.

It should be also noted that the holy forty-day fast is the tenth part of the entire
year. Since out of indolence, we are not willing to fast constantly or to rid
ourselves of evil habits, the Apostles and divine Fathers have passed down the
Fast to us as a sort of first offering of the harvest of our lives.

And as we have acted inappropriately for the entire year, we may now cleanse
our souls through fasting, contrition and humility. We should keep the Great Fast
with the utmost care. For as there are four seasons in the year, so there are four
fasts. Yet the divine Apostles have entrusted Lent to us as the greatest of the
fasts, since it honors the Holy Passion of Christ, His fast and His glorification.
Moses also fasted forty days before he received the Law, also Elijah, Daniel and
all who found favor in God’s sight. Continued on page 8 &

SYNAXARION ror tHIS SUNDAY (CONTINUED) 8
Adam illustrates for us the benefit of the fast as opposed to intemperance. For
this reason, Adam’s banishment from Paradise was appointed by the Holy
Fathers to be commemorated on this day.

In Thine ineffable compassion, O Christ our God,
make us worthy of the nourishment of Paradise,
and have mercy on us, as Thou alone lovest mankind. Amen.

HYMNS AT THE DIVINE LITURGY
Tone 3, Troparion (Resurrection)
Let the heavens rejoice. * Let the earth be glad. * For the Lord has shown strength
with His arm. * He has trampled down death by death. « He has become the first
born of the dead. « He has delivered us from the depths of Hades, ¢ and has
granted to the world ¢ great mercy.

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple (Of the Midfeast of Pentecost)
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, ¢ fill my thirsting soul with the waters of
piety, as Thou didst cry to all: * “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and drink.”
* O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 4, Kontékion of the Temple (Of the Midfeast of Pentecost)
Glory... Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, ¢ cried to all in the midst of
the feast of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We fall before
Thee and faithfully cry: ¢ “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the Fountain of
our life.”

Tone 6, Kontakion (from the Lenten Triodion)
Both now... O Master, Teacher of wisdom, * Bestower of virtue, * Who teachest
the thoughtless and protectest the poor, ¢ strengthen and enlighten my heart. « O
Word of the Father, « let me not restrain my mouth from crying to Thee: * “Have
mercy on me, a transgressor, « O merciful Lord.”

Prokeimenon, Triodion
Pray and make your vows ¢ before the Lord, our God. (Psalm 75:10a)

PATRISTIC WISDOM

Do not make judgments, and you will travel no quicker road to the forgiveness
of your sins. “Judge not, so that you may not be judged” (Luke 6:37).
Saint John Klimakos

We must love our neighbor still more when he sins against God, or against
ourselves, because then he is sick, because then he is in spiritual misfortune, in
danger; then, especially, we must have compassion upon him, pray for him, and
apply to his heart a healing plaster - a word of kindness, instruction, reproval,
consolation, forgiveness, love. Saint John of Kronstadt

God immediately forgives everything to those who ask forgiveness in a spirit of
humility and contrition and who ceaselessly invoke His holy name. As the
Psalmist says, “Confess to the Lord and call upon His holy name” (cf. Psalm
105:1). Saint Gregory of Sinai




2 mapma 2025 2. 1

EBanrenue
Hbo ecnu vl 6yoeme npowams 1005M COZPeUeHUs. UX, MO NPOCHUM
u 6am Omey eéaw HebecHvlii, a eciu He Oydeme npowams aH00AM
coepewtenus ux, mo u Omey 6aws He NPOCMUmM 8am COCpeuleHull
sawux. Takoice, Ko20a nocmumechb, He 0yObme YHbLIbI, KaK
nuyemepul, UOO OHU NPUHUMAIOM HA ceOsi MpauHble auyd, Ymoovl
NOKA3aMbCs M00AM nocmawumucs. McmunHo 2o6opro 6am, 4mo oHu
Yolce noayuarom Hazpady ceorw. A mol, K020a NOCMUUbCS, NOMANCH
207108y MBOIO U YMOU uye meoe, 4moobbl AGUMbCA NOCMAUUMCSL He
npeo arodvmu, Ho nped Omyom meoum, Komopwiii emaiine; u Omey
meot, euosawull maiiHoe, ozoacm mebe a6no. He cobupatime cebe
COKpOBUW Ha 3emile, 20e MONb U pica UCmpeOnaiom u 20e 80pbvl
NOOKAnvlearwm u Kpaoym, Ho cobupaiime cebe coxposuwa Ha Hebe,
20e HU MOJIb, HU poca He UCmpeOisiiom u 20e 60pbl He NOOKANbIEaom

u He Kpadym, ubo 20e cokposuue gauie, mam oyoem u cepoye sauie
(M. 6, 14-21).

brnaxennsiit ®eodunakr bonrapckuit

Bo umsa Omya u Coina u Ceéamoeo [yxa.

CTBIISCH Ero, He 37100MIHCh 1T01I00HO 3BEpsM.

Awe nu ne omnywaeme yenogekom cocpeutenus ux, hu Omey eaw
omnycmum gam cozpeuieHuu éawiux. brarocepapiii bor Bcero 6onee
HEHABUIUT 0€3KAIIOCTHOCTh M 3BEPCTBO, ITOCEMY M 3alperiaeT Ham
OBITh TAKOBBIMH. & 2

2 2 mapma 2025 2.
1 = Eeoa sce nocmumecs, He Oyoume sKodice auyemepu cemyoue:
nompavaiom 60 1uya CBOSL, KO 0a SAGIMCS YeL08eKOM NOCHAUECH,
AMUHb 21A20I0 8AM: KO 8ocnpuemaiom m30y ceorw. IlompaycHue
JIMIIA €CTh MPUHITHE TACMYPHOTO BUJIA, TO €CTh, KOTJIa KTO KaXKETCS
HE TE€M, KaKOB €CTh, HO IPUTBOPHO MIPUHUMACT CKOPOHBII BH/I.

Tt oice nocmsicst nomaicu 21ag8y meoio, U auye meoe yMulil: Ko 0d He
AsumUCs Yyenosekom nocmscs, Ho Omyy meoemy, udice 8 matiHe: u
Omey meotl euosti 6 matne, 8o30acm mebe sige. IloMa3pIBaThCS
eJIeeM IOCJIe YMOBCHHS Y IPEBHUX ObLIO 3HAKOM PAJOCTH: TaK W ThI
noka3piBaii cedsi paxyrwmmumesi. Ho 1oj eneem pasymeeTcs Takxke
¥ MUJIOCTBIHS, a TIO] TJIaBOI0 HaIiew - Xpuctoc, KoToporo a0mKHO
yMam@aTh MHIOCTHIHSIMU. A JIMIE YMbIBaTh, 3HAYUT YTy
OYMIIATH H YYBCTBA OMBIBATh CJIe3aMH.

He ckpulgaiime cebe COKpoBULY HA 3eMU, UOeCe YepBb U MIIsL MIUm,
U uoedice mamue NOOKANBIBAIOM U Kpadym: cKpwvleaiime dice cebde
COKpoguwe Ha Hebecu, uoedxce HU 4epsb, HU MJs MIUm, u uoexnce
mamue He nookanvigarom, Hu Kpaodym. W3rHaBmHM 00J1€3HDb
TIECJIABUSl, HAMOCJEAOK TOBOPHT O HECTSKAHHHM: W00 JIIOAH
npuodperaloT MHOI0 HMymiecTBa I Tmecaasusa. OH
MOKa3bIBAa€T TIIETYy 3€MHOTO COKPOBHINA, IIOTOMY YTO Y€pPBb U TIS
HOPTAT NHILY U OJISXKIY, @ BOPBI KPaayT 30J10TO u cepedpo. [Torom,
na0bl KTO HE CKasall: «He Bce ke KpaayT». OH rOBOPUT: XOTs Obl U
HUYEro moJo0HOT0 He OBLIO, HO TO caMoe, YTO MpenarTcs 3a00Te 0
OoraTcTBe, €CTh BEJIHMKOE 3710 M O€ACTBUE JJIS JYIIN: IOTOMY YTO
NEeKYTCsI O BellaxX TJICHHBIX  3a0biBatoT bora. [loceMy u roBoput:

Hoedxce 60 ecmvb coxkposuwe sawe, my Oydem u cepoye gauie.
CeemunbHux meny ecms oko: awe yoo 6yoem oKo meoe npocmo, 6ce
mejo meoe ceem.io byoem: awje iu 0Ko meoe yKago 6yoem, ce meio
meoe memHo 6yoem. Auge Yoo ceem udice 8 mebe, mma ecms, Mo mma
konvmu? To ecTb, €CIIU Thl OKOBaJI CBOM YM 3a00TOI0 0 OOraTcTBe, TO
ThI TIOTACHJI CBETHJILHUK, OMPAYMJ CBOKO JYIIY, TIOTOMY YTO KaK OKO,
KOTJ1a OHO NPOCMO, TO €CTh 3JI0POBO, OCBEILACT TEJI0, & KOTIA IYKABO,
TO €CTh HE3[I0OPOBO, OCTABJSICT €ro BO ThME: TaK U YM 3a00TamMu
OCJICTUISIETCS, A TIPH CJIeN0Te YMa TeMHA ObIBaeT M BCs AyHIa: oo
YM €CTh OKO JTyIIH.




2 mapma 2025 2. 3
h [Iporounepen Bsuecnas Pesunkos

Bo umsa Omya u Coina u Ceamoeo /yxa.

MoJiutBa - a1 bora. Ho MHJIOCTBIHA M MOCT TOXKe
3anoBeaanbl borom. [loatomy, «xocoa nocmuwbcs,
NOMAdICL 207108y MBOI0 U YMOU Juye meoe, 4mooul
ABUMBC NOCMAWUMCS He npeod H00bMU, HO Nnpeo
Omyom meoum, Komopuiii ématiine; u Omey meou, 8uosuutl matinoe,
6030acm mebe s186HON.

Ho «kak moctuthes BTaiiHe, eciau Illecthaecar aeBsaToe
ATIOCTONBCKOE IPABUIIO TIIACUT: «Alye KMo enuckon uiu npeceumep,
UU OUAKOH, UIU UNOOUAKOH, UTU YmeYy, Uil neeey, He NOCMUMCs 60
ceamyro uemvipedecamuuyy npeo Ilacxoro, unu 6 cpedy, uiu 8 nAmox,
KpoMme npensimcmeus Hemowju mejiecHuis, 0a 6yoem ussepaicet. Aue
JHce MUpsIHUH: 0a Oyoem omiuydeny?

Ho neno B ToM, 4TO «HEMOILIb TEJIECHAS» Y KaXK10r0 cBos. U cTenenb
CTPOrOCTH MOCTA KaKAbli BHIOHpPaeT MO CHJIe, HCIBITAB ceds
cBoeii coBecThio. HukTO, KpoMe T€0si caMoro, HE 3HAET, T1Ie Y TeOs
KOHYAeTCs HEMOIb M HAaYMHAETCA NPUXO0Th. Kak onHaxabl HEKUil
enuckon crpocun y crapueB Moanna u Bapconodust: «51 B mocTHbIE
IHU €M OJMH pa3 B JIeHb, U TOJIBKO XJ1e0 U BoAy. IIpaBuibHBINA 11
moii moct»? Emy orBetnnu: «lcnbiTaii ce0si: ecid 3T0 He MelIaeT
Te0e BBINOJHATL TBOHX OO0S3aHHOCTEH, M ecJAd TbI He
OKpaJbIBaelIbCsl THIECTABHEM, TO IOCT TBOH NPABHJIbHBIN.

[TpeaqmeTom TaliHBI TP OOIIEIIEPKOBHOM MTOCTE JOJKHO OBITH, - €CIH
[IOCTHUIIBCS CTPOKE, yeM apyrue. Ho u nmpu camoM cTporoM u TaiHom
HOCTE, KTO JaX€ COBCEM «HE €CT», - CMOTPH, «He 0cyHcoatl moeo,
KMo ecmy, 4TOObI HE MOTEPATh BCEX CBOUX TPYyAOB. A TeM Ooiee -
«Kmo ecmy, KTO €Ille HE PEILIUJICS BBECTH IIOCT B CBOIO JKU3Hb, - U ThI
«He yHuuudican mozo, kmo He ecmy. He npumymblBall HHKaKHX
«HAy4YHBIX» OTTOBOPOK, HE CUMTall ceds BhIle 3anoBeeii o nume. U
Toraay Teds OyJeT Ha/exk/1a XOTh KaK-TO MPOABUraThCs BIEPE].

Hy a ecnm comummch 3a OJHUM CTOJOM, TO - JIydlle Hu30erarb
pasroBOpoOB O TOM, KTO YTO €CT, a KTO HE €CT, U €CTh JI1, HallpUMeED,
B XJie0e, KOTOpBIN Ha CTOJIe, CKOPOMHBIE BKIIOUCHHUS?

IMocT, Kak W BCSIKOEe XPHUCTHAHCKOE JejlaHWe, Tpedyer
CBO0OIHOT0, TBOPYECKOTI'0 MOIX0/1a, B IyXe JW00BH K Bory < 4

4 2 mapma 2025 2.
3 = u k 0JmkHemy. Hanpumep, B cy0600Thl 1 B Henenu Benukoro
[I0CTa YCTaBOM paszpemaercs BUHO. Ho BOT ¢ HaMu 3a CTOJIOM
4eJI0BEK, KOTOPOMY HENb3s HU Karuid. Yto xe? [lycTh 1 He nbeT, 310
ero mpobiuemsl, a Mbl - Oyaem? JIro00Bb He Tak paccyxkaaer. JIro6oBb
roBoput yctamu Anocrona [laBna: myuiie BooOIe «He nums uHa u
He 0e1amb HUu4ue20 maKoz2o, Om ye2o Opam meol npemvlKaemcsi, un
cobnasnaemcs, unu usHemozaemy (Pum. 14, 21).

U erie ceroiHs Mbl CIBIIIATIN O TOM, 0€3 Yero He MOJyYUTCS HUKaKOU
moJBHT, ¥ 0€3 Yero Jake MOJIMTBA He OyAeT yciblmana. «Eciu gul
Oyoeme npowjamu 1100AM cozpeulerHus ux, mo npocmum u éam Omey
eaw Hebecnulii; a ecnu ne 6ydeme npowams N100M COSPEUEeHU] UX,
mo u Omey eaw He npocmum éam cozpeutenuu éawiuxy. U ceronns
BEUEPOM, IIepe]] CaMbIM HAYaJIOM I10CTa, B XpaMaX COBEPIIACTCS YUH
IIpoUIeHHUs. OTO BCErja IMPOXOAUT OYEHb TOPKECTBEHHO U
yMuUnuTeNnbHO. Ho BOT MBI y BCeX B XpaMme IOIPOCUIIH IIPOLLEHbS; Y
3HAKOMBIX U HE3HAKOMBIX; Yy T€X, KOMY HUYETO IUIOXOr'0 HE ClEeIIalH,
Y KTO HaM HMYEr0 TaKOro He clienall. A MeXay TeM, y KaA0ro ecTh
OJMH-¢/IUHCTBEHHBIN YeJOBEK, Iepel KeM [eiiCTBUTEIbHO
cepbé3HO BHHOBAT. 1 BOT y HETO-TO MBI IIPOLLEHBS HE nonpocuM! 1
Cpady BC€ TOPXKECTBEHHOE, KpPAaCUBOE€ U YMUIMTEIBHOE CTaHET
OOBIKHOBEHHOH ToOKa3yxoi. CnacurenbHoe Bpemsi Benmkoro mocra
HaYyHETCS JIOKBIO.

U B 3akmrouenue ["ocnioap roBoput: «He cobupatime cebe cokposuuy
Ha 3emiie, 20e MOJIb U paHca UCMpeOasaom, u 20e 80pbl NOOKANbIEAION
u Kpadym; Ho cobupaiime cebe coKposuwa Ha Hebe, 20e HuU MOJlb, HU
paica He ucmpeOasaom, u 20e 8opvl He NOOKANbI8AIOM U He KPAOymy.
A moackasi moxBajia, yJIHBJIEHHME W YBajKeHHe, ITO TOXKe -
COKpPOBHIIlE, COOpaHHOe HAa 3eMJje, KOTOpPOe TO}Ke MOKHO
NOTEPSATH B OHH MUT. T0JILKO OCTYNHCh B 4€M-TO MAJIOM, - H BCSI
TBOSI BeJIHKasi cJaBa pyxHeT. [loTtomy uTo Ioau, XOTS U
YAUBIISIOTCS Yy>KOMY OJIarOUECTHIO, U BpPoJie Obl YBaXarOT €ro, HO
erie OoJIbIIIe JIFOOSAT, KOTAa MaiaeT 0J1aro4ecTUBBIN YEIOBEK, TOTOMY
YTO 3TO CHMMAaeT C HHMX MOPAIbHYIO OOSI3aHHOCTh TPYIUTHCS U
MOJIPAXKaTh eMYy.

Amune.

RAV.VA .00 T
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“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14 Ca n you f| nd these
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Treasure on earth, treasure in heaven

Do you have a secret hiding place,
where you keep some of your special things?
Maybe you keep a favorite toy, a diary, or
some candy—all because you don’t want your
brother or sister to take it! We all want to
keep our treasures staying nice, and away
from people who might get into it!

Conon
Faith
Gardener
Heaven
Lent
Martyr
Moth
Persecution
Rust
Thieves
Treasures
Trust
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In the Gospel reading today, we hear what our
Lord, Jesus Christ, Himself said about taking
care of our treasure. “Do not store up for
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where
thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in
and steal.”
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So you see, we might try hard to keep our treasure on earth nice. But the
things we want to keep nice here might get destroyed, or somebody might
take them. Our Lord tells us that the real treasure is heaven, and when we
have that, nobody can take it away. That’s the treasure that really matters.
So we can try hard every day to get that real treasure—to be with God for-
ever in heaven. How do we do that? We can try hard to love God and to
love the people around us! Our Lord is happy to give us the treasure of life
in heaven!




Can you find these
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Conon
Faith
Gardener
Heaven
Lent
Martyr
Moth
Persecution
Rust
Thieves
Treasures
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What are your treasures in heaven?

what Shoulb YOU Treasure?

"FOR where yOUR TReasure is, There wu
YOUR heaRT be a.s0." MarThew ©:21, KWV
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