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€PISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 2

33rd Sunday of the Epistles, (296) 2 Timothy 3:10-15
MY SON TIMOTHY, Y ou have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life,
purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, persecutions, aftlictions,
which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions
I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yes, and all who desire
to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But evil men and
impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. But
you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of,
knowing from whom you have learned them, and that from childhood you
have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Epistle for the Feast of the Presentation, (316) Hebrews 7:7-17
BRETHREN, Beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better. Here
mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives them, of whom it is witnessed
that he lives. Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham,
so to speak, for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met
him. Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under
it the people received the law), what further need was there that another priest
should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called
according to the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, of
necessity there is also a change of the law. For He of whom these things are
spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man has officiated at the
altar. For it 1s evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses
spoke nothing concerning priesthood. And it is yet far more evident if, in the
likeness of Melchizedek, there arises another priest who has come, not
according to the law of a fleshly commandment, but according to the power
of an endless life. For He testifies: “You are a priest forever, according to the
order of Melchizedek.”

Gospel for the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee, Luke 18:10-14
THE LORD SPOKE THIS PARABLE: “Two men went up to the temple to
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood
and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like
other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax
collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.” And
the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes
to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a
sinner!’ I tell you; this man went down to his house justified rather
than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and
he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Continued on page 3 =
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Gospel for the Feast of the Presentation, (7) Luke 2:22-40

Now when the days of her purification according to the Law of Moses were
completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it is
written in the law of the Lord, “Every male who opens the womb shall be called
holy to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of
the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” And behold, there was
a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout,
waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before
he had seen the Lord’s Christ. So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And
when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the
custom of the law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: “Lord,
now You are letting Your servant depart in, who did not depart from the temple,
but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. And coming in that
instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked
for redemption in Jerusalem. So when they had performed all things according
to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. And
the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of
God was upon Him.

REFLECTION onTtHeE SUNDAY GOSPEL
Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The Publican was a man of wealth and civic importance; materially wealthy,
he knew he was spiritually impoverished.

The Pharisee was an important figure in Jewish society, an ardent student of
the Law of Moses.

Both men stood before the Lord to pray: the Publican bowed in repentance,
while the Pharisee pridefully stood up and boasted.

One man won the blessing of the Lord by his sobbing and his tears; the other
man lost his reward through boasting.

The Great Fast is a time for Christians to examine themselves and to make
an honest appraisal of their lives. If we are truthful, we must admit that we
have sinned and fallen short of the glory to which God calls us. Indeed,
everything we do falls short of that ultimate glory.

Aware of our shortcomings, let us sigh with the Publican and ask Christ God
to forgive us and to be our strength.

Aware of our sins and the many ways we have hurt ourselves and others, let
us shed tears of repentance, mindful that tears justified the Publican — and
not the Pharisee.

May the Lord count us worthy to be numbered with the Publican and have
mercy upon us! Amen.

HOMILY oNntHe SUNDAY GOSPEL 4
The Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The Gospel of the Publican and Pharisee opens the Lenten Triodion, and
we enter the sacred precincts of Great Lent. Almost immediately, the
sacred presence permeating the Church is more palpably felt, and a sacred
stillness settles on the soul. We are drawing near to a holy sanctuary
shrouded with a spiritual presence and a sacred stillness.

This holy sanctuary is the tomb of Christ. This spiritual presence is the
“Glory of God.” It is the same Glory that descended on the holy
tabernacle of Israel in the wilderness, on the Blessed Virgin at the
Annunciation, on the Christ in the waters of the Jordan, and on the holy
disciples at Pentecost.

This is the first of four Gospels that bring us to the shores of Great Lent.
This Gospel of the Publican and the Pharisee prepares us for that fourth
Sunday Gospel when we “step off the boat” and “pass over” onto the
shore of Great Lent with the Vespers of Forgiveness.

Examining our inner life against the lives of the saints, and the mystery
of Christ’s Holy Pascha, it becomes clear that none of us even begins to
understand the deep mystery of God’s forgiveness. Moreover, we realize
that few, if any, of us can say that we have found the forgiveness of God
—and if we do say it, we may be in danger of deluding ourselves.

Thus, the Gospel of the Publican and the Pharisee, and the other Gospels
of the pre-Lenten period, set us on the path that brings us to where we
find the forgiveness of God. This does not mean that God has not forgiven
us; rather, it means we have not found the forgiveness He bestows on us
- even if we make our annual confession.

It is well and good for us to believe that God has forgiven us, for indeed
He has. We know this from the words of Christ on the Cross: “Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” But it is not well and good
for us to believe that we have found that forgiveness simply because we
have “confessed our sins” as the Church asks of us. If so, we simply
remain “sick” in our sins and unhealed.

Why is this? Because sins make us spiritually dead. Therefore, we must
find God’s forgiveness of our sins where we are dead: in the tomb of our
heart.

To find the forgiveness of God in the tomb of our heart, we must get to
that place. But, if we are in the least bit like the Pharisee, we can’t get to
the tomb of our heart, in fact we can’t even make the “turn” in the road
that sets off for the tomb of our heart. Continued on page 5 =
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Continued from page 4 = How do we find the tomb of our heart; how do we
find God’s forgiveness? We must deny ourselves. We must decrease, that
Christ may increase. We must lose our life for the sake of Christ and His
holy Gospel so that it is no longer we who live but Christ Who lives in
us. We must take up our Cross to follow Him and be united with Him in
a death like His. We must lay aside every rationalization, excuse, self-
justification, and denial to stand before God and say in a broken and
contrite heart, “I have sinned. Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.”

To come to confession and confess our sins is the beginning of the path
that leads to the tomb of our heart. But not until that confession is
accompanied by a laying aside of every excuse and by the tears of a sacred
mourning will that confession begin to draw us near to the tomb of our
heart as to the tomb of Christ’s Holy Pascha.

It is in that tomb that we find the forgiveness of God that He has poured
out on all people from the love of His Holy Cross. And, only when we
have truly died to ourselves in that tomb in the likeness of Christ’s death,
does the forgiveness we find in that tomb raise up in us the fruit of
repentance: it is the fruit of Christ’s Holy Resurrection.

This Gospel of the Church helps us discern the lie that leads us to believe
that I am forgiven, that I am justified, simply by doing the obligatory
things of the Church. Because if that’s all I do, I’m like the Pharisee.

If, like the Pharisee, I fast and pray and read Holy Scripture, but have not
come into the tomb of my heart and died to myself, I have not found the
forgiveness of God that raises me up in the resurrection of His Christ. I
am like a white-washed tomb; pretty, proper and prim, pious and religious
on the outside, but dead on the inside, dead in my heart. I have not yet
resurrected with Christ because I have not died in Christ.

How do I practice dying to myself? It is simple: by dying for others.
Husband, set aside your desires to please your wife. Wife, likewise, set
aside your desires to honor your husband. Children, set aside your pride
to listen to your beloved parents. Let us all set aside “our way,” and “go
out of our way,” for the good of others around us!

In the prayer of the Publican, “Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner!” the
Church directs our eyes to the portals of Great Lent drawing near. This
Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving: all three are directed
away from self, and toward “other” ... especially toward God and toward
those whom He creates in His image! Amen.

Reverend Paul Wesche, Saint Herman'’s Orthodox Church, Minneapolis, MN

ANOTHER REFLECTION 6
The Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
There are a couple of common misunderstandings about today’s Gospel.

First, who is the Publican? The word “publican” does not mean someone
who keeps a pub: in older English it simply means a tax-collector. The
publicans were what we would call today, “government contractors.” The
Roman authorities then as today, contracted out many services: construction,
provisioning, tax collecting, and others. Among the Jews, their own people
who were tax collectors were regarded as traitors to the nation, collaborators
with the Roman occupiers, and thieves: on the surface, corrupt to the core.

Second, what about the Pharisee? At that time, the word “pharisee” did not
necessarily have the meaning of a smug bigot and hypocritical prig. Among
the Jews, the Pharisees were the most devout, upstanding, law-abiding, and
respected, middle-class citizens: on the surface models of righteousness.

And yet in today’s Gospel, Christ justifies the “thieving Publican” but
condemns the “middle-class citizen.” Why? Because of their attitudes.

The Publican has the right attitude: he is conscious of his sins, repentant of
them, and asks God for mercy.

The Pharisee, on the other hand, has the wrong attitude: he has no
consciousness of his sinfulness, falls under the illusion of being righteous,
and does not ask God for mercy.

The Publican has no illusion about his external infidelity to the Law of
Moses, and his internal moral corruption.

The Pharisee has the illusion that having apparently fulfilled the outward
observances of the Jewish Law yet inwardly being judgmental of others, he
is justified before God.

The error of the Pharisee is to confuse the means with the end. He focuses
on the externals; his piety is for show and does not come from the heart. He
may do the right things, but for the wrong reasons, and they lose their benefit.

The Publican is focused on the goal: God’s mercy and forgiveness which
alone “make us right.” He recognizes that he needs God, and that God does
not need him but loves him. He well knows the words of Psalm 50: “With
whole-burnt offerings Thou shalt not be pleased. a sacrifice unto God is a
broken spirit; a broken and humbled heart God will not despise.”

Our focus is to attain salvation, to prepare for life in the Kingdom of heaven.
There is an expression in the world: “There is no second prize in war.” The
idea behind this earthly reality is far, far more true in regard to heavenly
truth: “There is no second prize in spiritual warfare — in the struggle to attain
salvation.” Failure is not an option. Continued on page 7 =
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Continued from page 6 = We simply have no other good option in this life but
to prepare ourselves for eternal life. The inevitable destiny of every soul is
to be with God in eternity, to be in the presence of Love. Those who are
prepared will experience Divine Love in His presence. Those who are not
prepared will experience a burning, unfulfillable yearning in His presence.
To be prepared is to be pure in heart. As it is written: “Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they shall see God.” Those who are not pure in heart will not be
able to see God but will eternally feel painful regret and sorrow.

The Orthodox Church, like the Law of Moses, offers us many external
ascetic practices to_assist us in developing inner holiness and purity of heart.
We embrace these, and fulfill these, not for external show but as exercises —
spiritual calisthenics — that strengthen the core of our being.

During the Great Fast we emphasize and strengthen our practice of the three
daily ascetic practices of Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving.

We can — and we absolutely must — pray. Our fundamental activity is to pray
everywhere and at all times. As the Apostle Paul writes, “Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thessalonians 5:16).

We have no other option than to pray daily at home and to pray in community
at the parish church. Only in the church services are we close to Him in a
particular way and find it easier to speak to Him in prayer. Only in the church
services do we learn how to pray and develop the “muscle memory” of
prayer. Most importantly, only at church can we partake of the sacraments.
Fasting is indispensable to salvation: if I cannot control a small, physical
thing like what I place into my mouth, it is highly unlikely that I could resist
thoughts that enter my mind.

The Orthodox approach to fasting is balanced. This coming week, there is no
fast, to remind us that salvation is not in fasting. Yet it is also true that fasting
for the sake of Christ helps us draw closer to salvation.

It is true saying that “God loves me more than any other person.” Yet He
also individually loves all other people more than any others; rationally this
is obviously illogical, but God is God and whatsoever He wills He does.
The Christian dialectic is this: “God loves me, God loves him: I love him.”
If T love God, how can I not love those whom He loves? The word
“almsgiving” means the charity of giving money, food, or other material
goods to people living in poverty.
But not only material poverty: for if physical almsgiving is an obviously
good thing, far more is giving spiritual sustenance to those lacking it. And
the most-impoverished person among those near us is probably our spouse,
our children, and our family members.

Amen.

ANOTHER. HOMILY 8
Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Today is the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee, named after the Gospel of
this Sunday, the story Jesus gave about a Publican and a Publican who both go
to the Temple to pray.

Last night, at Vespers, we opened a service book and began using it in our church
services — the Lenten Triodion — only used during the seventy days before Pascha
which includes the forty days of the Great Fast. We are not fasting — yet — but
preparing ourselves for the Great Fast. And one of the first things the church
tells us in this coming week is: “Don’t fast! Neither on Wednesday or Friday: so
that we might not become like the Pharisee in today’s gospel, thinking that the
fast saves us and thinking that prayer saves us. Remember, our Lord says, “Not
everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven.”

If we take a closer look at the Pharisee in today’s Gospel, we notice that he was
a good man. He fasted regularly, went to the temple regularly, tithed regularly.
But when he prayed that is all he talked about. For he says to God in his prayer,
“I thank you God that I'm not like other people, robbers, evildoers ... or even
this Publican. 1 fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.”

Such a prayer is not pleasing to God Who distances Himself from evildoers.
Many of the holy fathers teach us that humility is the mother of all virtues —
whereas pride is the source of all sin. Humility opens the doors to our salvation.
It was this virtue that adorned the heart of the Publican and not the Pharisee even
though he had many good deeds.

Holy Scripture, both the Old and New Testament, are filled with examples of
the dangers of pride. This is the reason the Church decided to give us this Gospel
reading about humility to begin our preparation for Great Lent.

We need to be sober-minded and always aware of our sins. As Saint Nikolai
(Velimirovig) points out, God is more pleased when man numbers his sins and
not his good deeds, because He is our Physician and comes to our bed and asks
us our pains. Foolish is the man who conceals his pain and speaks to the
Physician of his good health, but wise is the one who tells Him of all his pains.
Saint John Chrysostom says that it is evil to sin, but the greater sin is to not to
confess it is for we unless we speak it aloud, we will find no cure.

This is precisely the goal and aim of Great Lent. Yes, we are to fast and abstain
from certain foods, but that is not the point — the point is to change and grow
closer to God through self-denial and humility.

May the Lord strengthen us in our faith that we may approach the coming Lenten
season with a humble heart.
Amen.

Reverend Protopresbyter Milan Katanic
Serbian Orthodox Church of St. Petka, San Marcos, CA
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Synaxarion for the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee

Sticheron of the Triodion
O Creator of all above and below,
as Thou receivest the thrice-holy hymn from the angels,
so0 also from mankind receive the Triodion.

Sticheron of the Publican and the Pharisee
He who lives like a Pharisee is far from the Church,
for Christ is received within, O ye humble of heart.

By the grace of God on this present day we begin the Triodion, the hymns of
which were composed by many of our holy and God-bearing Fathers,
inspired by the Holy Spirit according to their worthiness.

The first was the great author Saint Cosmas of Maiuma, who composed the
three odes (symbolic of the Holy and Life-Creating Trinity) for the Great and
Holy Week of the Passion of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ.

After him others of the Fathers, including Saints Theodore and Joseph of the
Studite Monastery in Constantinople, following his zealous example,
arranged the services of the other weeks of the Holy and Great Forty-day
Fast, reserving them at first for the use of the Studite Monastery.

Furthermore, they composed and arranged hymns, seeking them, and
collecting them from other books of the Fathers.

These Holy Fathers have provided that each day at Matins, three Lenten odes
be chanted reflecting the character of this season. Thus, it is called the
“Triodion,” the period of “Three Odes.”

At the Kanon of Matins eight odes (short hymns) are chanted from the
Oktoechos book, which are arranged according to the eight tones for every
day of the week. In addition, eight odes are chanted from the Menaion book,
arranged according to the twelve months for each calendar date. To these
two sets of Kanon odes, three more are chanted from the Triddion book,
arranged according to the ten weeks of the season for every day.

For it was our Holy Fathers’ idea that through the entire Triodion would be
commemorated in a concise form all God’s benefits to us from the beginning,
using it as a reminder for all of us that we were created by Him, and were
exiled from Paradise through the tasting of the fruit, rejecting the
commandment that was given to us for our knowledge, and we were cast out
through the envy of the arch villain serpent and enemy, who was made to
crawl for his arrogance.

That we remained cut off from the benefits of Paradise and were led by the
devil. Continued on page 10 =

SYNAXARION rFrom tHE TRIODION (CONTINUED) 10
Continued from page 9 = That the Son and Word of God, having suffered in
His mercy, bowing the heavens, descended and made His abode in the Virgin
and became man for our sake, showing us through His life the ascent into the
heavens, through humility first of all, then fasting and the rejection of evil
and through His other deeds.

That He suffered and rose from the dead, ascended once more into heaven,
and sent down the Holy Spirit upon His holy disciples and Apostles, who all
proclaimed Him to be the Son of God and the most-perfect God.

And that once more the divine Apostles acted through the grace of the most
Holy Spirit and gathered all the saints from the ends of the earth through their
preaching, filling the world on high, which was the intention of the Creator
from the beginning.

Now the purpose of the Triodion intended by the Holy Fathers on these three
present feasts of the Publican and the Pharisee, the Prodigal Son, and the
Second Coming is a kind of preparatory lesson and stimulation to prepare
ourselves for the spiritual labors of the Fast, having put aside our usual
corrupt habits.

First, they present to us the parable of the Publican and the Pharisee, and they
call the week following precursory. For those who desire to go off to do
military battle, first ascertain the time of the battle from the leaders, so that
having cleaned and polished their weapons, and preparing well all their other
matters, and having removed all obstacles from their path, they earnestly go
forth to their labors, taking the necessary supplies.

Often before battle they tell anecdotes and tales and parables to incite their
hearts to zeal, driving off idleness, fear, despair, and other inadequate
feelings. So, the divine Fathers herald the coming fast against the armies of
demons as a passion which holds fast our souls to cleanse ourselves of the
poison accumulated over a long period of time.

Not yet possessing those benefits, let us strive to obtain them, and arming
ourselves properly, so let us set off to the labors of the Fast.

Now the first weapon among the virtues is repentance and humility. And the
temptation to attain the greatest humility is pride and arrogance.

So, they place before us first this present trustworthy parable from the Divine
Gospel. It encourages us to shun the desire for the pride and arrogance of the
Pharisee, and to cultivate the opposite desire of the Publican for humility and
repentance.

For the greatest and most grievous passion is pride and arrogance, since this
is how the Devil fell from the heavens before the morning star and was cast
into darkness. Continued on page 11 =
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Continued from page 10 ¥ Because of this Adam, the father of our race, was
driven from Paradise through partaking of the fruit.

Through this example the Holy Fathers encourage all not to be proud of their
successes, but always to be humble. For the Lord sets Himself against the
proud, but He gives grace to the humble.

Better a man who has sinned, if he knows that he has sinned and repents,
than a man who has not sinned and thinks of himself as righteous.

For Christ said, “I say to you that the Publican went down to his house
Justified rather than the Pharisee.” This parable reveals that no one should
exalt himself, even though he has done good deeds, but rather should always
be humble and pray from his heart to God, for even if he should fall into the
most serious sin, salvation is not far off.

Through the prayers of all Thy holy hymnographers,
O Christ our God, have mercy on us.
Amen.
7l I AG
The Sunday after the Sunday of Zacchaeus features the parable of the

Publican and the Pharisee. At Vespers the night before, the Triodion (the
liturgical book of this season) is given to the chanter and the Triodion begins.

Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee who scrupulously
observed the requirements of religion: he prayed, fasted, and contributed
money to the Temple. These are very good things and should be imitated by
anyone who loves God.

We who may not fulfill these requirements as well as did the Pharisee, should
not feel entitled to criticize him for being faithful. His sin was in looking
down on the Publican and feeling justified because of his external religious
observances.

The second man was a Publican, a tax-collector who was despised by the
people. He, however, displayed humility, and this humility justified him
before God (¢f. Luke 18:14).

The lesson to be learned is that we possess neither the Pharisee’s religious
piety, nor the Publican’s repentance, through which we can be saved. We are
called to see ourselves as we really are in the light of Christ’s teaching,
asking Him to be merciful to us, to deliver us from sin, and to lead us on the
path of salvation.

This week, two weeks before the beginning of the Fast (on March 18 in
2024), as part of our preparation for Great Lent, Holy Week, and Pascha, the
Church prescribes the reading of Saint Mark’s Gospel. From Monday to
Friday the focus is on the end times, and the Savior’s death and burial.

HYMNS xttHe DIVINE LITURGY 12
Tone 8, Troparion (Resurrection)
Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One. * Thou didst accept
the three-day burial to free us from our sufferings. « O Lord, our Life and
Resurrection, glory to Thee.

Tone 1, Troparion (Feast of the Presentation)
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace. * From thee shone the Sun
of Righteousness, "Christ our God, * enlightening those who sat in
darkness. * Rejoice and be glad, O righteous Elder, ¢ thou didst accept in
thine arms the “Redeemer of our souls, * Who grants us the Resurrection.

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, ¢ fill my thirsting soul with the waters
of piety, as Thou didst cry to all: * “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me
and drink.” « O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 4, Kontakion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, * cried to all in the midst of the
feast of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We fall
before Thee and faithfully cry: « “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the
Fountain of our life.”

Tone 4, Kontakion (from the Lenten Triodion)
Glory... Let us flee from the pride of the Pharisee. * Let us learn humility
from the Publican's tears. * Let us cry to our Savior: * “Have mercy on us,
* O only merciful One.”

Tone 1, Kontakion (Feast of the Presentation)
Both... By Thy Nativity Thou didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb * and didst
bless Simeon’s hands, O Christ God. * Now Thou hast come and saved
us through love. « Grant peace to all Orthodox Christians, ¢« O only Lover
of Man.

Prokeimena
Pray and make your vows before the Lord, our God.

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Savior.

Instead of “It is truly meet...,”" we sing:
O Virgin Theotokos, hope of all Christians, ¢ protect, preserve, and save
those who hope in thee. In the shadow and letter of the Law, * let us the
faithful discern a figure: * every male [child] that opens the womb e is
holy to God. ¢ Therefore, we magnify the firstborn Word of the Father
Who has no beginning, * the Son firstborn of a Mother who had not
known man.
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EBaurenune

/Jea uenosexa eowinu 6 xpam NOMOIUMBCA: OOUH ¢hapuceu, a Opyzol
moimaps. Dapucetl, cmas, moauncs cam 6 cebe mak: bBooce! brazodapro
Tebs, umo s He mMakKos, Kaxk npouue 00U, epadbumenu, O0OUOUUKU,
npentobooeu, Uil Kaxk 3mom Mblmapb: NOWYCb 08d pasd 8 Heoeno, 0ai
decamyio yacms u3 6cezo, umo' npuobpemaio. Meimaps dce, cmos 60anu,
He cMenl 0adice NOOHAMb 21a3 HA Hebo, Ho, yoapsis cebs 6 epyob, 2080PUIL:
Booice! 6yob munocmus ko mue epewnuxy! Cxazolearo am, wmo ceti nowén
ONpAasOaHHbIM 6 O00oM CB80lU 0Oonee, Hedcenu mom: ubO BCAKUl,
8038bIUAIOWULL  cam  ceDst, YHudceH OyOdem, a YHudcaowul cebs
soszevicumcest (Jlx. 18, 10-14).

Murtpononut AuToHuM (XpanoBULIKUN)
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /{yxa.

Dapuceit 61aroJapuT 3a COXpaHeHHE B YHCTOTE; apuceit
HE OCYXIEH - CKa3aHO TOJbKO, YTO MBITaph Ooiee
onpasnad. OOBIKHOBEHHO IMPONOBEAHUKUA TOBOPST, YTO

(hapuceii ObLT BETMKUM TPELIHUKOM U YTO OH JITall, TOBOPS
0 cBOMX A00poaeTensx. Mpl Tak IUIOXO 0 HEM HE AyMaeM: OH He JIraj, U y
HETO €CTh HECOMHEHHBIE JOOPOAETENH.

B OpUTYC BbICKAa3aHa MbICIIb O TOM, YTO IOKAaAHUC HMECT 6OJ'IBH_IyIO
OCHHOCTh, Y€M MHOI'MC IIOABHUIM, M 4YTO IIOCICIHHEC HMCIOT IICHHOCTH
TOJIBKO 6y,£[y‘lI/I CBsA3aHBI C IIOKAasHUCM. HO3TOMy TpU YCTBCPTHU HAIINX
MOJIUTB - IIOKasHHBIC.

Ho B 4éM, ckaxyT, KasTbcsl (apucero, ecii oH He crenan rpexos? Hamo
KasAThCSI B TOM, 4TO Mayo caenan nodpa. Korma mpémp paneko, Hamo
CUMTaTh HE TO, YTO MPOIIEN, a CKOJIBKO emmé ocraercsa. Hamo kasTbes, 4to
HemocTtaTouHO yroaun bory, ©e3 ymuneHus Momwics W HE Kasuics.
[MopnuuHBIe XpHcTHaHe MOOAT mokasHue. Mx mobumas kHura - TpUOIb
noctHas. [lokasHue ectb nOOpoaeTenb, Il BCEX NOCTYIHAs M sl BCEX
onuMHaKoBO HeoOxoamumas. [lokasHue He 3aBHCHUT OT MOABUTOB: HE MAJO
JIO/IEH, YKECTOKUX CepALIEM, TOPABIX U CIaJ0CTPACTHBIX, KOTOPBIE KasJIHCh.
[lokasHue — moOpoamerens, camas OnM3Kas JIIOISM: TOJNBKO HEMHOTHE
BOCXOJISIT JI0 BBICOTHI CJIABOCIIOBUS U OJarojapeHus. & 2
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1 = ®dapuceil Hec€T moABUTHM M OjarojapuT 3a HuUX [ocmonma, HO He
NPUHOCUT TMOKAasHHS, @ MBITaph, HE CMEBIINI MOAHATH TJIaBbl CBOCH, OBbLI
Oosiee onpaBaaH, Oojee OUYMIICH, YeM (apuceil.

Thl, XpHUCTHAHWH, OCYXAarOlMid (Qapucess ¢ €ro MOABUraMH |
MPUCOSMHSIOIINICS K BOCXBAJICHHIO MBITAPSI, - UMECIIb JIU Thl MBITAPEBO
MOKassHUE WK Y TeOs XOJOJAHOE Cepile U B HEM HET BOIUIS MbITApeBa -
«booice, munocmus 6you mue, cpeutHoMy».

Amuno.

Mutponosnt AuTOoHNN CypOKCKU
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo [yxa.

Mpbl TpHUBBIKIM TpE3UpaTb M OCYKAaTh (apuces: Ham
Kaxercsi, 4To cerogusmHee EBanrenme naét Ham Ha 3TO
npaBo — oH OynaTo ocyxaéH Camum Xpucrom. Ho Mer
3a0bIBaeM, 4TO HaJMEHHAas NPaBEAHOCTH (apuces CToMIa
JIOPOTO €My H TMOAOOHBIM €My JIIOIAM. DTO OBUIHM ITFOU
MOJBUra M yOSKICHHUS; 0 KOPOTKUM CJIOBaM, KOTOphIE O HEM CKa3aHbI B
EBanrenuu, oH MOCTUTCS ABaXKAbl B HEAETIO, TO €CTh Bo3daeT bory He
TOJIBKO TO, YTO JIOJKEH OBl BO3/1aBaTh MO 3aKOHY, HO OOJIbIIE, CBEPX MEPHI:
oH gaet bory ot cBoero ycepaus. 1 ofTHOBpEMEHHO OH JJa€T 3HAUUTEIBHYIO
94acTh CBOETO J0X0/1a HYKAAIOIIMMCS, TO €CTh U K JIFOJSIM TOXKE OH 0OpalleH
KaKHM-TO, XOTh M CYPOBBIM, HOABHIOM H3HU. [lo3TOMY Henw3s Jerko
cymutb o HEM. Dapucen ObUIM JIOAM, KOTOpPBIE OBUIM TOTOBBI MOHECTH
TATOTY CBOETO IOJIBUTA; HO pa30MBajICs 3TOT MOJABUT O npaBay boxuio Ha
TOM, YTO M3 CBOETO MNOBHra OHM YEPNalIHd CO3HAHHE KaKOW-TO MHHUMOK
MPaBEAHOCTH, a JIIOOBH HE TOCTUTANIH.

Bort on Bomen B XpaM, HC OCTAaHOBWJICA Y MPUTOJIOKHU, HC BCIIOMHUJI, YTO
HaxXoAauTCA B XpaMe bora )KI/IBOFO, 4YTO HCT TBapu, KOTOpas HC JOJIKHA OBl
nacTb nepea Huwm B TPCIICTC, B YyiKacc, B mo0Bu. OH npUumIei TBECPAbIM
[1aroM M 3aHsJI CBOC MCCTO B XpaM€ — OH Ha 3TO MECTO «KMMECT IIpPpaBoO»; OH
JKHUBECT Z[OCTOP’IHO, 110 IpaBujiaM HepKBI/I, 1 IOTOMY CTOUT OH TaM, I'’IC UMCCT
IIpaBoO CTOATh.

PasBe 3TO He cTpaiiHO M HE ocy}KAarolle moxoxke Ha Hac? Kak yacTo Mbl
3HaeM, YTO Y Hac ecThb nepea borom, cpeau nroaeit MecTo U 4To ecTh y Hac
MECTO, sl HE TOBOPIO — B BEUICCTBEHHOM Xpame, HO B TOM TaWHCTBEHHOM,
HE3pUMOM XpaMe, KOTOPBIH €CTh MUPO3JIaHue, TPETIETHO COOPaHHOE BOKPYT
JKusoro bora cBoero. MslI Toxke yacto gymaem: «Moe MECTO — TYT, a €ro —
TaM».

A «Ttam» CcTosI YCIOBCK, KOTOpLIﬁ o cyay JroACKOMY ,Z[CﬁCTBI/ITCJ'H:HO HC
HUMCJI HUKAKOTI'O ITYTU BHOCPC, B ICPCAHUC PAALI IPABCIHUKOB & 3




9 gpespans 2025 e. 3

2 = T'ociogaux. OH ObUT coOMpareneM moaareii, Ho Kak OH OTJIUYAJICS OT
coBpeMeHHBIX! OH TIPOCTO OBLI MPHUCITYKHUKOM OKKYIIaHTOB-PUMIISH,
KOTOpBIC TMOPAOOTUIM HAPOJA M3PAMILCKUH, BCIYCCKH €ro MPUTSCHSIN U
WCKaJIM B €T0 K€ CPEJIe TAKUX JIFOJIeH, KOTOphIe OyIyT TOIBKO 3aHUMATHCS
mobopoMm, cOupaTh uX JaHb. M KOHEYHO, Takue IOIU OBUIM BCEMHU
HEHABU/IMMBI, TIOTOMY YTO 3aKOHOM WX J>KH3HH OBUIO BBIMOTATEILCTBO,
ObLTa TBEPIOCTH, OBLIA )KECTOKOCTh, ObLIa 0SCIOaIHOCTb.

Ho OAHOMY, BUJHO, OTOT MbLITAPpb HAYYUJICS B TOM CTpaH.IHOfI, JKECTOKOH
JKM3HH, KOTOPYHO OH BCJI Cpcau cebe HO,I[O6HI>IX n cpean KEpTB
OXXCCTOUCHUA JIFOJACKOTIO. On Hay4YuJiCs, 4YTO HC BBIKUTb YCJIIOBCKY B
CTpallIHOM YCJIOBCUCCKOM 06H_I€CTBC, €CIIA XOTs OBl HA MTHOBEHHE HE 6Y}_ICT
MPUOCTAHABIIMBATHCA 3dKOH, CCJIHU XOTA Obl HA MrHOBEHHC HE 6YZ[CT
MMPOABJIATHCA KAaJIOCTh, MUJIOCCPAUC. Ecnu Bcé 6y,ZL€T HUATU 110 TUCAHHOMY,
€CIIM BCE 6y,I[CT ACIAThCA TAK, KaK IO IIpaBy MOKHO IMIOCTYIaTb, TO HU OJUH
YCJIOBCK HC YIICJICCT.

W BOT OH cTan y NpUTOJIOKH, 3HAs, YTO MO MpPaBJE JIOJCKOM U MO MpaBae
Boxueil oH 3aciry>KuBaeT Ty e OecrouaIHyo 5KeCTOKOCTh, KaKylo OH caM
MPUMEHSIET W30 AHA B ACHB; U OH CTal TaM, Ous ce0sl B rpy ik, KOO 3HAJI, YTO
3aCIOYKUTb HHUKAaKOrO MWJIOCEpAMS HENb3d, — MWIOCEpAHE HE
3aCIIy’)KUBAeTCs, HHUKAKOTO MUJIOCEpAHsl KYNUTb HeNlb3sd, HHU OBITh
JIOCTOMHBIM €r0 HENb3d — €ro TOJNBKO BBIMOJIUTH MOXXHO; OHO MOXKET
MPUWTH KaK 4yJO, KaK HEMOHSATHOE, COBEPIIEHHO HEOXHAAHHOE Yy[o,
KOI'Jla MPaBeJHOCTh CKIOHSETCS MEpe IPeXoM, KOr/la MHJIOCEpANE BAPYT
MPOpBIBaETCSl TaM, TAE JOJDKHA Obl NMPOSBUTHCS MpaBla — BBICOKAS,
Oecnomannas npasna. OH CTOMT Bech B I'peXe CBOEM, HE CMesl BOWTH B
oOmacth mpaBasl boxuel, MOTOMy 4YTO TaM JAJsl HETO HET MPOILEHHA, a
CTOUT OH Yy NPUTOJOKH, HaAEsACh, YTO A0 Kpas 3TOr0 Xpama, 10 Kpas
MpPaBeHOCTH U Yepe3 Kpal e€ mepenbercs MWIOCTh, KaloCTb,
cOoCTpalaHue, MUJIOCEPAUE, YTO C HHUM CIYYMTCS HE3acClIy>)KEHHOE U
HEBO3MOKHOE.

W moroMmy 4TO OH BEPUT B 3TO, MOTOMY YTO KHM3Hb €M0 UMEHHO 3TOMY
Hay4duJia — 4YTO CIIy4aeTcsl HEBO3MOXKHOE, M TOJIBKO HEBO3MOXKHOE JIETaeT
JKU3HB JIIOJCKYIO BO3MOYKHOW, — OH CTOMT, U IO HEro NOXOAHUT boxue
npoieHne. XpUcToc HaM TOBOPHUT, YTO 3TOT yIIEN Ooyiee OnpaBIaHHBIM,
yeMm apyroii. @apuceit He ObUT IPOCTO OCYKAEH: A0 Yaca CMEPTHOTO MOKHO
HaZesAThCA Ha TMPOIIEHHE, U OH ObUI MpaBeleH, OH ObUI TPYKEHHK, OH
BKJIabIBaJl YCWJIME AYIIM W Teja B NpaBeAHOCTs cBowo. OHa Obuia
OecruioHa, U3 He€ HE BBICEKANIACh AK€ U MCKPa COCTPaJaHUs U JI00BU —
W, OIHAKO, 3TO OblIa MPaBeJHOCTb... A HEMpPaBeIHOCTh MOIyYHIIa
IPOILEHHE.

Bot, nogymaeM 00 3TOM; [OJyMaeM O TOM, BO-TIEPBBIX, SIBISIEMCS JI MBI
XOTs OBl (paprcessMu, €CTh JIM B HaC BOOOIIe Kakasi-To MpaBaa, npaBaa & 4
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3 @ mepen JNIOABMH, ¢ MOoOpoAeIaHUeM, MpaBaa nepea borom — 1o ecTh
oTaaemM u Mbl EMy noskHoe, To, Ha 4To OH IPOCTO UMEET MpaBo? A moToM
MOCTaBUM Tiepes] cO00M BOMPOC: TUIIEHHBIE TAXKE U MPaBEAHOCTH (hapuces,
HE SBISEMCS JIM MBI TAaKUMHM K€, KaK M OH, O€3II000BHEIMHU,
OeccepreyHpIME, MEPTBBIMH Iymioi? Kak MBI cMOTpUM Ha OJNIMXKHETO — B
XpaMme, BHE Xpama, B )KU3HH, B CEMbe, Ha paboTe, Ha yJIuIle, B Ta3eTe, Be3JIe:
¢IUHUYHOI0 OJMXKHEr0 W KOJUIEKTHBHOro OmmkHero? Kak Mbl Ha HUX
CMOTpPUM, KaK MBI O HUX CYAHM, HE UMEsI OTOPHI JaxKe B UCTUHHOM, XOTS U
MEPTBOM, mpaBeTHOCTH (dapucest?

Amuno.

Murtpononut AuToHuM (XpanoBULIKUN)
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /{yxa.

Dapuceit b1aronapuT 3a COXpaHeHUE B YUCTOTE; Gapuceit
HE OCYXJIEH - CKa3aHO TOJIbKO, YTO MBITaph Ooiee
onpasnad. OOBIKHOBEHHO NPOIOBEIHUKH TOBOPST, YTO
(hapuceii ObUT BETUKUM T'PEITHUKOM H YTO OH JIT'aJl, TOBOPS
0 cBOHMX J00poaeTensix. MBI Tak IJI0X0 O HEM HE JyMaem: OH He Jrai, Uy
HETO €CTh HECOMHEHHBIE JOOPOAETENH.

B MNpUTYC BbICKA3aHa MbBICJIbL O TOM, YTO IOKAasAHHUC HUMECT 60J'H>H_Iy10
OCHHOCTh, Y€M MHOI'MC IIOABHMIM, W 4YTO IIOCICAHHC HMCIOT IICHHOCTH
TOJIBKO 6y2[y‘-II/I CBA3aHBI C ITOKAsAHHEM. HO3TOMy TpU YCTBCPTU HAIIUX
MOJIUTB - IIOKasHHBIC.

Ho B uém, ckaxyT, KasTbcs (apucero, eciim oH He caenan rpexos? Hamo
KasTbCSl B TOM, 4YTO Majo chenan aoopa. Korma unéms npaneko, Hamo
CUYMUTATh HE TO, YTO MPOLIEN, a CKONBbKO emé ocraeTcs. Hamo kadrecs, 4yTo
HEIOCTaTOYHO yroguna bory, 0e3 yMmuIeHHS MOMWICS W HE Kasuics.
[MopnuHHbIe XpHcTHaHe MIOOAT mokasHue. VX mo0uMas KHUTa - TPUOAD
noctHad. [lokasHue ectb noOponmeTeNnb, I BCeX AOCTYIHAs U Ui BCEX
0IMHAaKOBO HeoOxoaumasi. [lokasHue He 3aBUCHT OT MOJBUIOB: HE MAJO
JOJIEH, )KECTOKMX CEpALIEM, TOPABIX U CIa0CTPACTHBIX, KOTOPBIE KasIHCh.
[lokasnue — mobpozaerenb, camas ONHM3Kas JIOAAM: TOJBKO HEMHOTHE
BOCXOJISIT JI0 BBICOTHI CJIABOCIIOBUS U OJarojapeHus.

Dapuceil Hec€T MOABUTH U OJarofapyt 3a HUX ['ocnoaa, HO He IPUHOCHUT
MOKAsHUS, & MBITapb, HE CMEBLIMH MOAHATH IJIaBBl CBOEH, ObL1 Oomee
ompasnaH, Oonee ouniIeH, yeM ¢apuceid. Thl, XpUCTHAHHH, OCY>KIAIOIIUHA
(apuces ¢ ero MoJBUraMu 1 MPUCOCTUHAIOLUINNACS K BOCXBAJICHHIO MBITaps,
- UMEELIb JIU Thl MBITAPEBO MMOKAsSHUE HIIH Y TEOS XOJIOAHOE CepALE U B HEM
HET BOILIS MBITapeBa - «booice, munocmus 6you mue, cpeutHoMy».

Amuno.




The Children’s Word

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14

Sunday, February 9, 2025 Volume 13, Issue 6

Cleaning up

Imagine your parents telling you
1| to clean up your room. What would you do?
{|Would you put everything back into its right

1| spot? Would you hang up your clothes and

| | put your toys away? Or...would you think
¥|about hiding the mess? You could stuff your
things in the closet so your room would look
good on the outside...and maybe your parents
wouldn’t even notice!

In today’s Gospel reading, we hear a story about two men who were doing
a different kind of cleaning—cleaning the heart and soul! These two men
went to go pray. One of them tried to show off, telling God all the great
things he had done. The other one asked God, “Be merciful to me, a sin-
ner!”

Now, which one of these two men do you think was really trying to clean
his heart? Which one really wanted to be right with God? The second one,
right? This one was honest with God. The first man wasn’t really cleaning
his heart. He just wanted to look good on the outside...and maybe he
thought other people (or even God!) wouldn’t notice.

Let’s remember: God always notices how we pray. When we pray like the
humble man in the story, then we’re really cleaning our hearts...not just
hiding it in the closet!

WORD SEARCH

Can you find these
words in the jum-
ble?
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Heart
Humility
Martyr
Pharisee
Prayer
Publican
Rome
Secret
Temple
Valentine
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Here is an icon of St. Valentine of
Rome, the saint we celebrate in July!

You can see he is holding the Gospel.
He is holding a cross too— that shows
he was a martyr. He died for his Chris-
tian faith!
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VALENTINE’S DAY IN JULY?
ST. VALENTINE OF ROME

| This week, you’ll probably have lots
1 of heart-shaped candy, flowers, and balloons,
but did you know Valentine’s Day is a feastday
| in our Orthodox Church? You and your school
% class will have your parties on February 14th,
but our church celebrates this great saint on

| July 6th!

hundreds of years ago, in the 3rd century, in the c1ty of Rome. We
don’t know a lot about him, but here is one story about the saint.

Valentine lived during a time when many people lived as secret Chris-
tians. They had to hide their faith because if they didn’t, they would
be hurt or killed by the emperor. One emperor, Emperor Claudius,
made a rule that said that soldiers could not be married. He wanted
the soldiers to be loyal to him, not to their wives and children.

St. Valentine, who was a priest, did not think that was fair. He se-
cretly performed marriages for young Christians who wanted to get
married. When Emperor Claudius found out about all this, he was fu-
rious! Before long, this evil emperor sentenced Valentine to die. St.
Valentine was a great Christian, who knew what true love really is. He
was happy that he would finally be with Christ in Heaven.
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| We celebrate St. Valentine in July, but we can remember him this week too! |§
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The Publican and the Pharisee
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