Thirty-Second Sunday After Pentecost
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Epistle of the 32nd Sunday, (285-ctr), 1 Timothy 4:9-15
My SON TIMOTHY, This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance.
For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the
living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe.
These things command and teach. Let no one despise your youth, but be an
example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in
purity. Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Do
not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with
the laying on of the hands of the eldership. Meditate on these things; give
yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all.

Epistle for the Feast of the Presentation, (316) Hebrews 7:7-17
BRETHREN, Beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better. Here
mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives them, of whom it is witnessed
that he lives. Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham,
so to speak, for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met
him. Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under
it the people received the law), what further need was there that another priest
should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called
according to the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, of
necessity there is also a change of the law. For He of whom these things are
spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man has officiated at the
altar. For it 1s evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses
spoke nothing concerning priesthood. And it is yet far more evident if, in the
likeness of Melchizedek, there arises another priest who has come, not
according to the law of a fleshly commandment, but according to the power
of an endless life. For He testifies: “You are a priest forever, according to the
order of Melchizedek.”

Gospel for the Sunday of Zacchaeus (94) Luke 19:1-10
AT THAT TIME: Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. Now behold, there
was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich.
And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for
he was of short stature. So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree
to see Him, for He was going to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the
place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste
and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” So he made haste and
came down, and received Him joyfully. But when they saw it, they all
complained, saying, “He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.”
Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my
goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false
accusation, I restore fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has
come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man
has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Continued on page 3 &
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Gospel for the Feast of the Presentation, (7) Luke 2:22-40

Now when the days of her purification according to the Law of Moses were
completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it
is written in the law of the Lord, “Every male who opens the womb shall be
called holy to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in
the law of the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” And
behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man
was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. So he came by the
Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to
do for Him according to the custom of the law, he took Him up in his arms
and blessed God and said: “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart
in peace, according to Your word, for my eyes have seen Your salvation
which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, a light to bring
revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of Your people Israel.” And Joseph
and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken of Him. Then
Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is
destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will
be spoken against (ves, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that
the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” Now there was one, Anna, a
prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great
age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; and this
woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the
temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. And coming
in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who
looked for redemption in Jerusalem. So when they had performed all things
according to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own city,
Nazareth. And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with
wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.

REFLECTION onNTHe SUNDAY GOSPEL
Fifteenth Sunday of Saint Luke

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

“Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of
Abraham, for the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which
was lost” (Luke 19:9-10). Jesus said this to Zacchaeus, for He was the
One Whose words are life and joy, and the renewal of the righteous.

Even as the mountains become fresh and green with the breath of spring,
so too does each man who is withered and darkened with sin become
refreshed and rejuvenated by the nearness of Christ.

Continued on page 4 &=
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Continued from page 3 = Indeed, the very presence of Christ is like a life-
giving and sweet-scented balsam which restores health, enriches life, and
gives savor to the soul, the thoughts, and the words of a man.

In short, distance from Christ means corruption and death, whereas
closeness to Him means salvation and life. How blessed are we that the
very Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is offered to us
in the Holy Eucharist, and that we can receive Him within us — unto our
sanctification and salvation!

“Today salvation has come to this house!,” says the Lord as He enters
the home of Zacchaeus the sinner (and remember that we are all sinners).
Christ is the salvation that comes, and Zacchaeus himself is the house to
which He comes.

Each of us is a house in which sin dwells while Christ is far off, and to
which salvation comes as Christ draws near. And let us recall that indeed
it is not Christ Who distances Himself from us, for He is ever near; but
rather we who turn our back on Him and push Him away.

Whether Christ is able or not to draw near to my “house” and to your
“house” depends on us. “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come
under the roof of my house; but speak the word only, and my soul shall
be healed” (cf: Matthew 8:8).

Note that Christ did not force an entry into Zacchaeus’ house but came as
a warmly-welcomed guest; so too, He will not force Himself on us but
will await our invitation.

Zacchaeus climbed a tree to see Jesus; he sought Him; he desired Him.
We also must seek Him earnestly to find Him; we must desire that He
draw near to us; we must climb up in spirit — leaving all earthly cares
behind — to meet His glance. Then He will visit our house and bring
salvation with Him.
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Sermon on the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

On February 2nd the Church celebrates the great feast of The Meeting of our
Lord in the Temple. The Gospel lesson for that day relates how the mother
of Jesus brought Him to the temple, as was the custom and requirement under
the God-given Law of Moses, of Israel (Exodus 13:2, 12; Leviticus 12:2-8).

When the righteous Simeon, who received Christ in his arms at the temple,
saw the child, he knew immediately that this was the Redeemer promised by
all of Israel’s prophecies, for the elder was inspired by the Holy Spirit (Luke
2:26-27).

Being inspired, he uttered prophetic words which form the hymn sung or
chanted at the end of every Vespers service: “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy
servant depart in peace, according to Thy word; for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation which Thou hast prepared before the face of Thy people, a light to
lighten the gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32).

This particular feast is part of the great celebration that began forty days
prior, with the Nativity of Christ (December 25). Eight days later (January
1) we remembered the Circumcision of Christ and then His Baptism (January
6). The commemoration of these events in our Lord’s earthly life basically
form one feast, the feast of the Incarnation of God the Word.

God literally entered the world, into time and history. He was physically
present in the midst of His people, His creatures whom He loves. Our Lord
took on human nature in order to reconcile unto Himself, man who had
strayed far from the Source of his life.

In taking on the ‘‘form of a servant” God, at the same time, in the Person of
Christ, fulfilled every requirement of the Law that He Himself had given to
His people through Moses. He demonstrated, thereby, that everything that
had happened in Israel’s history could not be described merely as a
succession of unrelated events. Rather this was a history with a definite goal:
the salvation of mankind. He identified Himself as the Director of that history
and fulfilled its expectation.

When the righteous Simeon took the child into His arms and declared that
this indeed was Salvation Incarnate, the “Light to lighten the gentiles, and
the glory of Israel,” a new era began, the era of God’s presence among His
children.

To this day, all of the Church’s celebrations, no matter what the event
commemorated may be, whether in the life of Christ, of the Theotokos, or of
the saints, all are celebrations of Christ and the establishment on earth of the
Kingdom of His presence. He initiated this Kingdom and promised its
ultimate realization. Continued on page 6 =
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Continued from page 5 = And now, just as the Old Israel had awaited the
beginning of God’s Kingdom, the New Israel (the Church) awaits the Second
and Glorious Coming of Christ and the fullness of His Kingdom, revealed.

Although all of our celebrations are intimately rooted in the knowledge that
we have been called for complete communion with Christ and to live in
function of His Kingdom to which we already belong, we still live in a world
that has for the most part rejected what Christ gave it, that is, authentic life
“in abundance,” life with real purpose and meaning.

We Christians, in spite of having accepted what God’s intervention in human
affairs gave us, slip repeatedly and fall into the great temptation to convert
the things of this world into gods. We are constantly attracted by ways of
seeking happiness and fulfillment that exclude God. This, of course, always
proves to be vain and futile.

Our lives vacillate, back and forth, between the assurance of salvation and
indifference, between moments of joy knowing that God is with us, and
moments of boredom because we do not give ourselves totally over to Him.

Every Christian celebration reaches its climax in the Divine Liturgy for the
feast. In this sacred work, when God’s people assemble in His name, we
actually become participants in the Heavenly Kingdom to come. We are as
literally present with Christ in His future Kingdom as the Apostles were with
Him at the Last Supper.

So, the Kingdom is initiated among us and we enjoy it before our time, by
anticipation. This is what every Eucharist is; this is what our feasts and
celebrations are all about, and that is why the Eucharist is the very center of
all of them.

I will emphasize again, however, that although what we have said is true, we
continually orient our lives towards everyday pursuits, often living as though
we had never experienced this divine reality. That is why repentance and
penitential seasons are in order. That is why in approximately one month we
will enter the Great Fast or Lent during which time we are exhorted to repent
of our sins.

What is important for us Christians is that we have really “seen the True
Light, received the Heavenly Spirit, found the true faith” in this experience
of the Kingdom of God. The question we must all ask  ourselves
sincerely, however, is “what are we like when we return into this world
after this Heavenly experience?”

To Christ Who willed to be held in the arms of the righteous Simeon for
our salvation be glory, honor, and worship, now and ever and unto ages

of ages. Amen.
Archbishop Dmitri of Dallas (fAugust 28, 2011)
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The Holy Apostle Zacchaeus, Bishop of Caesarea in Palestine
The Apostle Zacchaeus is commemorated on April 20 and on this
Sunday. He was a rich publican at Jericho. Since he was short of
stature, he climbed a sycamore tree in order to see the Savior.

After the Ascension of the Lord, Saint Zacchaeus accompanied Saint
Peter on his travels. Tradition says he became the Bishop of Caesarea
in Palestine, where he died in peace.

The Gospel describing his encounter with Christ (Luke 19:1-10) is
read on the Sunday before the Triodion begins.

Sunday of Zacchaeus: The Lenten Journey Begins
The paschal season is preceded by the seventy-day Triodion period.
The first sign of the approach of the Triodion is the Sunday of
Zacchaeus, a week before the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee.

The Gospel describes how Christ brought salvation to the tax-
collector, and how his life was changed simply because he “sought to
see who Jesus was” (Luke 19:3).

The desire and effort to see Jesus is the first movement of salvation,
characteristic of the movement through Lent towards Pascha. Like
Zacchaeus, our journey begins with a recognition of our sinfulness.

Zacchaeus made restitution by giving half of his wealth to the poor,
and by paying to those he had falsely accused four times as much as
they had lost. His example teaches us to turn away from our sins, and
to atone for them. The proof of sorrow and repentance is not merely a
verbal apology, but by correcting ourselves and making amends for
the consequences of our actions.

We are also assured of God’s mercy and compassion by Christ’s words
to Zacchaeus, “Today salvation is come to this house” (Luke 19:9).
After the Great Doxology at Sunday Matins, we sing the Dismissal
Hymn of the Resurrection “Today salvation has come to the world,”
which echoes the Lord’s words to Zacchaeus.

Zacchaeus was short, so he climbed a tree to see the Lord. All of us
have sinned and come short of the glory of God (cf. Romans 3:23).

We are also short in our spiritual stature; therefore, we must climb the
ladder of the virtues. In other words, we must prepare for spiritual
effort and growth.

HYMNS xttHe DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 7, Troparion (Resurrection)
By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death. * To the thief Thou didst open
Paradise. ¢ For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change weeping into joy,
+ and Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God, * to proclaim
that Thou art risen, * granting the world great mercy.

Tone 8, Tropéarion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, ¢ fill my thirsting soul with the
waters of piety, as Thou didst cry to all: « “If anyone thirst, let him
come to Me and drink.” « O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to
Thee.

Tone 1, Troparion (Feast)
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace. * From thee shone the
Sun of Righteousness, “Christ our God, ¢ enlightening those who sat
in darkness. * Rejoice and be glad, O righteous Elder, ¢ thou didst
accept in thine arms the “Redeemer of our souls, * Who grants us the
Resurrection.

Tone 7, Kontakion (Resurrection)
The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, * for Christ
descended, shattering and destroying its powers. * Hades is bound,
while the Prophets rejoice and cry: ¢ “The Savior has come to those in
faith; « enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection.”

Tone 4, Kontakion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
Glory... Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, « cried to all in the
midst of the feast of the law: “Come and draw the water of
immortality.” « We fall before Thee and faithfully cry: « “Grant us Thy
mercies for Thou art the Fountain of our life.”

Tone 1, Kontakion (Feast)
Both... By Thy Nativity Thou didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb ¢ and
didst bless Simeon’s hands, ~O Christ God. * Now Thou hast come
and saved us through love. ¢ Grant peace to all Orthodox Christians, ¢
O only Lover of Man.

Prokeimena
The Lord shall give strength to His people. The Lord shall bless His
people with peace.

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Savior.
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EBaurenune

Tlomom [Hucyc] sowén 6 Hepuxon u npoxooun uepes neeo. M eom, nexkmo,
umenem 3akxell, HAUATLHUK MbImMapel U 4ei08ex 602amulil, UCKAT 8UOEeMb
Hucyca, xmo OH, HO He MOz 3a HAPOOOM, NOMOMY UMO MAL ObLL POCTHOM,
u, 3abedicas enepéo, 63ne3 Ha CMOKOSHUYY, Ymobwl yeuoems Ezo, nomomy
ymo Emy naonescano npoxooums mumo neé. Hucyc, xoeda npuwién na smo
Mecmo, 832NAHY8, Yeuoen e2o u ckazan emy. 3axxei! coiidu cxopee, ubo
ce200Hs Ha00OHO Mne 6vimv y mebsi 6 dome. M on nocneuwtno cowén u
npunsin Eeo ¢ padocmuio. U 6ce, uoa mo, Havaru ponmams, U 2060pUl,
umo OH 3aén K epewHomy yenosexy, 3akxetl sice, cmas, ckasan I ocnody:
Tocnoou! nonosuny umenus moezo s omoam HUWUM, U, €ClU KO20 UeM
obuden, gozdam guemeepo. Hucyc ckazan emy: HvlHe NPUULIO ChAceHue
oomy cemy, nomomy 4mo u oH cvih Aspaama, ubo Cuin Yenoseueckuii
npuwién g3vickamo u cnacmu nocubwee (Jlx. 19, 1-10).

Murtpononut AuToHuM (XpanoBULIKUN)
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /{yxa.

IIpunsitne 3akxeeBa NMOKasiHMA - JAeJI0 Beauyaniei
MHJIOCTH.

OO6b1uHO ["OCTIOb MK CIIPAIIMBAT O BEpE, WIIA BBI3BIBAI
MOKAassHUE W PEIUMOCTh W3MEHHTh JKU3HBb. 371€Ch HAET
HABCTPEUy TAMHBIM IBIDKCHHUSM Cepiia 3akxes ¥ HAMEPCHUSM, KOTOPhIE
HEeNyeT Npekae WX MposBicHusA. M He ommOCs, U HEe HAmpacHO cKaszai
«couou ckopeey NOO TOT BCKOPE TOBOPUT: «NOI0BUHY UMEHUS MOE20 OMOam
HUWUM» ¥ TaK TOPIKECTBEHHO 00CIACT Pa3pyIluTh TO, YEMY CIYKUIT BCHO
JKH3HB - OOTaTCTBY U CTSDKAHHUIO. Vl OH YCIBIIIAT: «HbIHE NPUULIO CRACeHUue
oomy cemyy.

«/{om» - 3TO ero eIMHOMBILICHHUKH, €r0 OJIU3KHUE, JIIOAH, KOTOPbIE 1IN 32
HuM. Kak rpex ObICTpO oXBaThIBaeT cepAla JIIOAei, Tak M 100po u
PEBHOCTH 0 CHACeHMH NMPOCTHPAETCS Ha BCeX eJNHOMBILLIICHHUKOB,
YBJIeKasi MX HA HOBbIE MY TH.

«llomomy umo u on cvin Aépaama» - IPEUMyYLIECTBO 3TO HE 3aBUCHUT OT
3akxes. CbiHBI ABpaama - 3TO UyJIeH ¢ IPaBHILHBIMU B3TJISAIAMHU & 2
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1 = Ha bora u Ha cnacenue. [la He IpeBO3HOCATCS CBIHBI ABpaaMa, n0o
lNocnoas 1 U3 kKaMHER MOXKET co37aTh CHIHOB ABpaama. 3/eCch K 100pomMy
HACTPOeHUI0 3akxesi MpudaB/sieTcs U NPABWIbHAasi Bepa, KOTOPYIO
I'ocnoas npuHMMaeT 32 MOABUT U A00poAeTeIb.

«/{necv cnacenue 0omy cemy» - Ha 3TOM OCHOBBIBACTCSl BEpa B KpEIICHHUE
mitazgenueB. [TopbiB k 100py, COEIMHEHHBIN C BEPOIO M HAZEHKAOI0, OUMIIAET
IyUly He TOJBKO BEPYIOLIETO, HO M BCEX IMPUYACTHBIX K HEMY €ro OJHM3KHX
U CET0 MJIa/ICHILA.

«OH 3amien K IpenHoMy 4YeJOBEKY,» - TOBOPWIM UYJEH, HE 3Has, 4yTO B
Jymie 3akxes yKe Hadajloch BO3pOXkAEeHUE, KoTopoe yBuaed ['ocrnons.

C xonebanneM 1 OOpHOOH MPUHUMAIOT KpellleHHe S3bIMHUKH. [louTH To xe
nepekuBan M 3akxed, HO €ro IMoJIOKEeHHE O0Jervyagoch TeM, YTO B HEM
ocranach Onarogath cbiHa ABpaama, IIOMOTaloLIas €ro BO3pOXKICHHUIO.

Jlo cux mop y eBpeeB, AaKe Pe3KuX NPOTUBHUKOB XPHUCTA, €CTh HEKOTOPOE
BOJIHEHHE M HEYBEPEHHOCTH nepes Hum, kak OyATo oCcTaiuch B MX IyIe
KaKHe-TO JIBEPH, Yepe3 KOTOPBIE MOXKET BOUTH XPHUCTOC.

EBpen no Bpemenn orouyim otr bora, Ho B HUX MokeT OBITH 00J1ee YeM
B KaKOM /JIPyroM Hapoje ecTb BO3MOKHOCTH Yepe3 MOKasiHHE CTATh
UCTUHHBIMU cbiHaMM LlepkBu XpucToBoii.

51 Bugen, Kak eBpeiickue oHomM npuctynain Kk TaunctBy Kpemenus: onn
BXOAWJIM BO CB. KyIelb CKOPYMBIINCH, Kak OECEHSATa, a BBIXOIMIN
CIIOKOMHBIE U CUSIOIINE, KAK aHTEeIbI.

Tockyer nymia 4yesoBedeckasi 0 CBOei NMepBOii KpacoTe U TSAHET €€ KO
XpuCTY; BOT Ho4eMy HepacKasiHHbIe PEUIHUKH, KaK U3 eBpeeB, TaK U
U3 MPOYMX HAPOIOB, HEe MOTYT CJIBIIIATH 0 XpHUCTe ¢ 0e3pa3auyiueM U
PaBHOAYLIHEM, HO TEPHIOT CIIOKOWCTBHE.

«llowaou, I'ocnoou, napoo Ceoiiy, - Monutcs npopok Hownb ycramu
CBSIICHHUKOB. B TSHKEIOM MOJNOXKEHWH YIOPCTBA W MPOTHUBIICHUS
HaXOIUTCA MYICHCKUN HapoA W KTO OyAeT MpOIOBENOBaTH €BPESM, TOT
Oyzaer yout umu; yOBIOT U TIEPBOIO M YETBEPTOTO, HO OT ISITOTO MPUMYT
OnarocioBeHue. OTo OyAeT HE B HallleM MOKOJIeHUH, HO LlepkoBb Bepyer,
YTO 10 KOHIIA cBeTa OyneT oOpalieHue eBpees.

MBI He YBUIUM 3TOTO UX POXKIeHHA OT bora, HO MHbIE MOKOJIEHUS YBUAAT,
KOTJ]a HaYHYT cOBIBAaThCA MpopoudecTBa 00 nynesx. Hamo monuthes, 00 nx
oOpalleHn W CHAceHUH, Kak MOJWICS 00 3TOM pycckuil ¢unocod
ConoBbeB.

Ecnu IIpopok Wnust He cpa3y coriiacuicsi UCHIONHUTH Npock0y Emuces, a
TOJIBKO TIOCJIE YIIOPHOT'O U IEP3HOBEHHOT'0 OTKa3a OTOMTH OT HETo, TO KOraa
1 MBI MOJIIMCS ¥ IPOCUM H HE OCTaBIISIEM CBOEH MOJIUTBBI, Mbl IPUOJIIKAaeM
cel cCracUTENbHBIN U PaIOCTHBIN JCHb.

Amumno.
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Mutponosut AHuTOHNN CypOKCKHU

Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /{yxa.

MBI BCTYNWIM CErOAHA BO BTOPYI IMOATOTOBUTENBHYIO
Henemo K Benukomy mocty. Ha nepBoit Hexene oOpazom
CJIenoro, HUIEro Baptumes, ucueneHHOro XprucToM, Ham
HaIlOMUHAJIOCh O TOM, YTO BCE MBI TyXOBHO CJIEIIBI, YTO BCE
MBI OCJEIJICHBl BHIUMBIM M  HECHOCOOHBI BHIETbH
HEBUAMMOE, KOTOPOE SIBISIETCS €MHCTBEHHOM BCEKOHEYHOM PEaIbHOCTHIO
JKu3HU: bora.

B ceropussmnem EBanresmm ropopurcss HaM 0 3akxee-MbITape; 0
YyeJIOBeKe, KOTOPbI cyMeJs Mo0eIuTh camoe, MOXxKeT ObITh, TPYIHOE H
caMoe NMOCTOSTHHOE MCKYyIIeHHe HALeH KM3HHM, 4 HMEHHO - TIIecJIaBue.
U uepes ato, moBeprmu ceds Ha cya boxuii u mpe3peB MHEHUE W CY[
YeJIOBEYECKUH, OH cTal criocoOHbIM ObITh yaioM LlapcTBa boxwust. ['opasias
- 3TO yTBEPXkJAEHUE, YTO MBI CAMOAOCTAaTOYHBI, YTO HaM HE HYKEH HU
Teopeu, uu Ilpombicnutrens, mu Cyaesa, HU bor, HM 4YenoBek. ITO
YTBEp)KICHUE, YTO MBI camu cebe - 3aKkOoH, Hayano U KoHen. Ho B
THIECTIaBUU, Kak ToBOopuT cBATOW MoaHH JlecTBUYHMK, MBI JAeraeMcs
HaraelMd nepes; boroM u TpycnuBBIME Tepe JIOABMH; IIOTOMY 4YTO
TIIECTaBHBIN YEIOBEK, 3TO YEIOBEK, KOTOPBIN UIIET OJ0OPEHUS OT JIIOJCH,
KOTOPBI IipeaeT ceds 4enoBeuecKoMy Cyay, 3a0bIBasi O TOM, YTO HaJ HUM
- cyn boxwuid, cyq BeuHOH MTpaBbI.

TiecnaBHBIN YEIOBEK - 3TO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPBI OOUTCS TOTO, 4mo O HEM
MOMYMAOT U CKaXYT JIFOAW; 3TO 4YEJOBEK, KOTOPBIA TOTOB KYITUTh HX
onoOpeHue 000 IIEHOW: CTaTh HEIOCTOMHBIM ce0sS caMoro, CTaTh
HeZ0CTOWHBIM bora, iuiis Obl €ro He OTBEPIIIH, JIUIIH ObI €T0 HE OCY U,
HE OCMESJIH, JIMIIb Obl €ro moxXBamwid. M moxBamy 3Ty TIIECIaBHBIN
YEIIOBEK MINET HE B CaMOM BEIIMKOM, YTO B HEM CaMOM €CTh, HO B YeM
YrOAHO, CAMOM HH3MCHHOM, CAaMOM HHYTOXXHOM, YeM OH MOXET KYIHTh
YeIIOBEUECKOe 0/J0OPEHUE WM OTBECTH OT ce0s uenoBeueckuit cyn. U uro
eIIe XyXke, 3TOT CyJ JOOpPBIH, 3TO 0JJOOpEHHUE, 3Ty TMOACPIKKY OH HIIET OT
MoNIeH, KOTOPBIX OH CaM Mpe3upaeT B TallHEe CBOECH IyIId, OT JIIOACH,
KOTOpBIC 4YacTO B €ro COOCTBEHHBIX I1a3aX HE UMEIOT HUKAKOTO IpaBa
MTPOU3HECTH HA/I HUM WJIH HaJl KeM OBl TO HU OBLIO, HaJl 9eM ObI TO HU OBLIO
Cy[l, MOTOMY YTO WX MEPKH CIUIIKOM HU3MEHHBI, CIIMIITKOM HHYTOXKHBI. U
4yepes THIeCIaBUE YETIOBEK MENTbYaeT, YHIIKACTCS, JIEIAaeTCs HeTOCTONHBIM
COOCTBEHHOT'O CBOETO YBaXKCHUS; U OJHOBPEMEHHO OH OTCTpaHseT boxuit
cyn: motoMmy 4to boxwuii cyn TpeOyer OT Hero Benu4us, TpeOyeT OT Hero,
YTOOBI OH HUKOT/Ia Ce0s HE MPOJaBaI YeJIOBEUECKOMY CYAy. DTOT CO0Ia3H
THIECTABHA JJI KAKI0T0 U3 HAC, B KajK/10€e MTHOBEHHE, ABJISIeTC & 4
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3 ¥ OmacHOCTBLIO; OH MPUJIEIJISETCS K 100py U Ko 3iay. U yepes To, 4TO
XOpoIIee B HAC, ¥ Y€PEe3 TO, UTO MPE3PEHHO B HAC, MBI UIIIEM YEJIOBEYCCKOTO
0100peHUs], MBI HIIIEM KYIHUTh J00OpPOE OTHOIICHHE JIFOJCH, M OTOMY HE
TOJILKO 3J10, HO M JI00PO OTPABJISIFOTCS 3TUM TIIECIABUEM.

B xwus3HuM cB. Makapus Bennkoro pacckaspiBaeTcs, Kak MOCJIE €r0 CMEPTH
OJIMH M3 €ro Y4eHHKOB BHAEN, KaK Aylla ero BO3HOCHJIAch Ha HeOO; U Ha
MYTH €r0 CTapaJIuCh OCTAHOBUTH OECHI, YIIPEKasi €ro B rpexax, KOTOpbIe OH
COBEPUIJI WM HE COBEPILIIT; M OH MPOXOIWII MUMO HuX. M Koraa oH gouien
JI0 caMbIX PalCKUX ABepei, Oechl, jkenasi YIOBUTh €ro XOTh B TOCIIEAHEe
MIHOBEHHE €ro BOCXOXIeHMs K bory, Bockmuknynu: Makapuil! Tsl Hac
nobenuin!.. U B cBoel JyXOBHOH MyIpOCTH CBITOM Makapuii 00epHyIcs K
HUM M ye B JBepax paiickux ckazan: Her emgé! - m Bomen B IlapcTBO
Bboxue. Tosbko npe3peHneM K TIIECTABUIO, TOJIbKO TOTOBHOCTBIO OBITH
cyauMbIM Borom egMHBIM M HHMKeM APYIrMM, KpOMe Halleil coOBecTH,
KOTOpasi ecTb rojoc boxkuii B Hac, MOxkeM Mbl BCTYNIMTh Ha NMYyTh
peabHOCTH, HA MYTh KM3HHU, OTOPBATHLCA OT NMPHU3PAKOB U OT Juku. U
no3tomy B Hadane Benukxoro Ilocta, HanmoMHHMB HaM O Hamel cienore
JlyXOBHOH, LlepkoBb B MepByI0 o4uepenb HaM FOBOPUT O TOM, YTO TOJBKO
OTOPBABIIKUCH OT TIIECJABHS, CTAJ 3aKxeil ClIOCOOHBIM NPHUHATH MOJ
KPOB CBOii, B 10M, B aymy, B sku3Hb Cnacurens I'ocmoga HMucyca
Xpucra; cTajl CHOCOOHBIM MOKAATHCS - T.€. OTBEPHYTHCS OT BCETO, UTO HE
ecTb boxus npasna, boxun nmyTH - 1 moaToMy o HéM ckazan ['ocronp, 4o
MPUIUIO CITACEHUE IOMY €TO0.

Baoymaemcss B Hame cOOCTBEHHOE COCTOSIHHE, cTaHeM mnepel boskumm
BCEMUJIOCTHBBIM, HO BMECTE C TEM HEYMOJMMBIM IO CBOEHM MpaBie H
gyuctote cynoM. U xorst Ob1 mpubnusumcs k LapctBy boxuto, B koTopoe
OJIHUM IIIaroM BOILIEN MBITaph 3aKXei.

Amuno.
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“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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Leading you to church

Who takes you to church? Do you go
with your parents or your grandparents? Do you
sometimes go with a friend or with your God-
mother or Godfather?

Can you find these
words in the jum-
ble?
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Church
Constantinople
Feastday
Great

Lead

Light
Patriarch
Photios
Presentation
Saint
Symeon
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Today is one of the 12 great feasts of our Church.
We celebrate the day that Mary and Joseph
brought the 40-day-old baby Jesus into the holy
Temple. They brought Him there for the first
time because they knew it was a special place to
be close to God. This was a custom for Jewish
families, and it is a custom in our Orthodox
Church too. Have you seen a little baby being brought to the Church for
the first time?
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It’s a very special thing for parents (or grandparents or Godparents) to
bring their children to church—not just that first time, but all the time!
God wants children to be close to Him. He wants children to be with Him
in His house. Saint John Chrysostom once told parents, “Fathers and
mothers, Go and lead your child by the hand into the church.” St. John’s
advice is still good advice today, of course! We know that God wants fa-
thers and mothers (and other grown-ups) to bring children to church. We
know that when they do, they are doing exactly what God wants.

Here is another icon of Saint Photios. \ -
It is from the special shrine of Saint
Photios in Saint Augustine, Florida.

Can you see St. Photios teaching the '
young saints Cyril and Methodios?

Can you thank God for the people who bring you to church? Thank them too!
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SAINT PHOTIOS
A& GREAT LIGHT FOR THE CHURCH

Can you think of a “great”

saint? We call St. Basil “the Great,” we
have St. Katherine the Great Martyr, St.
Makarios the Great, St. Euthemios the Great
and lots more. What made them great? They
did really great things for the Church!

This week we celebrate another saint whom
we call “the Great.” Saint Photios the Great
was a special saint who lived more than

leader of the Church of Constantinople.
What made Saint Photios great?

Well, St. Photios did some really great things for the Church. He sent
missionaries (Saints Cyril and Methodios) to spread the Christian
Church to the Slavic people. Today, there are millions of Orthodox
Christians who are Slavic. Saint Photios is the patriarch who first
made this happen.

St. Photios did so much to keep the Church on the right path. He
wrote lots of theological works so that bishops and priests and the
faithful people would know what the Church teaches. He knew how
important it was to keep the Church together, and teaching the truth.
We have lots to thank Saint Photios for. His name, “Photios” means
“light,” and he is still a great light for the Church, even today!

e ofe 2 ofe o ofe o e 9B e she ol of e ofe ofe ofe ofe ofe o ofe o e oB e she ol of e ol ofe ofe ofe ofe o ofe ol e ol ofe vBe ol o o ol ofe ol e ol ool

We celebrate St. Photios on Thursday, February 6th (OC: Feb. 19th).
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The Presentation of our Lord
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The Children’s Word is a weekly bulletin for Orthodox Christian young people. Copyright 2025 Alexandra Houck.
Email is orthodoxchildrensword (at) gmail.com. Find it each week at myocn.net.





