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Epistle for the Thirty-First Sunday, (280-ctr) 1 Timothy 1:15-17
BRETHREN, This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. However, for
this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all
longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for
everlasting life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to [a]JGod who
alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Epistle for the New Martyrs, (99) Romans 8:28-39
BRETHREN, We know that all things work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom
He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son,
that He might be the Firstborn among many brethren. Moreover, whom He
predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified;
and whom He justified, these He also glorified. What then shall we say to
these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He Who did not spare
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things? Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect?
It is God Who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ Who died, and
furthermore is also risen, Who is even at the right hand of God, Who also
makes intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
or sword? As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; we are
accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” Yet in all these things we are more
than conquerors through Him Who loved us. For [ am persuaded that neither
death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present
nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall
be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel for the 17th Sunday of Matthew, (62) Matthew 15:21-28

AT THAT TIME: Jesus departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And behold,
a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying,
“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-
possessed.” But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and
urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she cries out after us.” But He
answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.” Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, help me!” But
He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw
it to the little dogs.” And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the
crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered and said
to her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And
her daughter was healed from that very hour.

Continued on page 2 =




3 SUNDAY GOSPeL READING anD REFLECTION
Gospel for the New Martyrs, (105-106) Luke 21:8-19

THE LORD SAID: “Take heed that you not be deceived. For many will come
in My name, saying, ‘I am He,” and, ‘The time has drawn near.” Therefore,
do not go after them. But when you hear of wars and commotions, do not be
terrified; for these things must come to pass first, but the end will not come
immediately.” Then He said to them, ‘“Nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. And there will be great earthquakes in various
places, and famines and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great
signs from heaven. But before all these things, they will lay their hands on
you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons. You
will be brought before kings and rulers for My name’s sake. But it will turn
out for you as an occasion for testimony. Therefore settle it in your hearts
not to meditate beforehand on what you will answer; for I will give you a
mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict
or resist. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relatives and
friends; and they will put some of you to death. And you will be hated by all
for My name’s sake. But not a hair of your head shall be lost. By your
patience possess your souls.”

“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David!”
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

In the “region of Tyre and Sidon,” Jesus encountered the woman who said,
“Have mercy, not on my daughter, who is unconscious, but on me who am
suffering and experiencing these terrible things.” She did not say, “Come
and heal,” but “Have mercy.”

But the Lord did not answer her a word. Not out of contempt, but to show
that He had come, in the first place, for the Jews, and to shut the mouths of
those who might later slanderously accuse Him of doing good to Gentiles.

He also refrained from answering her so that the persevering faith of the
woman might be revealed.

The disciples were grieved by the woman’s cry and so begged Christ to send
her away. They did this, not out of a lack of compassion, but rather with the
desire to persuade the Lord to have mercy on her.

But He said, “I am sent only unto to the Jews, who are lost sheep because of
the wickedness of those shepherds to whom they have been entrusted.” In
this manner He discloses more fully the faith of the woman.

When the woman saw that her advocates, the Apostles, had not succeeded,
again she approaches fervently and calls upon the Lord. At this time Christ
speaks of her as a dog, because the Gentiles led an unclean life and were
involved with the blood of meat sacrificed to idols, while the Jews He speaks
of as children. Continued on page 4 &
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Continued from page 3 < But she answers wisely and indeed profoundly,
“Even though I am a dog and not worthy to receive a loaf of bread, that is,
a mighty act and a great sign, nevertheless grant this to me which is a small
thing by comparison with Your power, though to me it is great. For crumbs
are not large in the eyes of those who eat loaves, but to dogs they are large,
and they feed on them.”

Here Jesus shows the reason why He put off healing her at the beginning: So
that the faith and understanding of the woman might be made manifest,
Christ did not immediately give His assent at the beginning and even drove
her away. But now when her faith has been revealed she hears the words of
praise, Great is thy faith.

By saying, “Be it unto you even as you will,” Christ showed that if she had
not had faith, she would not have obtained her request. So, too, if we desire
to obtain something, nothing prevents us from obtaining what we desire.

Amen.
HOMILY onTHe SUNDAY GOSPEL

Seventeenth Sunday of Saint Matthew
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Then Jesus went out from there,
and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon (Matthew 15:21).

Jesus went beyond the borders of His own land and people to visit this place,
and to work a great miracle.

And, behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to
Him, saying, “Have mercy on me!” (15:22)
The Canaanite woman — described by Saint Mark in his Gospel as a Syro-
Phoenician woman — also went out of her borders to encounter the Son of
God. When the Bible speaks of a Canaanite woman, it recalls those wicked
nations who overturned the foundations of the laws of nature, and were thus
totally opposed to God, to His Law, and to His people.

But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him,
saying, “Send her away, for she cries out after us.” But He answered and said,
“I'was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” (15:23-24)
Because of their historical animosity toward God, Jesus first repels the
woman of a foreign and alien land both as a representative of those who
oppose Him and also to test her willingness to overcome that tendency and

to sincerely seek His healing.
Even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table. (15:27).

The Canaanite Woman was not offended by Jesus’ rebuke. Nor was she
silent and she did not stop calling to Him for mercy. Continued on page 5 =
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Continued from page 4 = s this historical event not a reflection of our own
condition? Are we not also far removed from God because we do things other
than what He desires? Do we not fall short of the great glory He intends for
us, even God-likeness?

But did Jesus Christ not leave the Kingdom of heaven to be with us? Did He
not even take upon Himself our human nature? Does Jesus not at first rebuke
us, so as to emphasize the great distance that our sins have put us from Him?
Does He not do so only in tenderness and mercy to make us aware of our
fallen state?

Are we like the Canaanite woman? Do we repeat our plea for mercy? Or do
we desist as soon as our first call for help fails to obtain the expected result?
Let us reflect on the humility of the Canaanite woman, and her persistence;
let us learn to regard the Lord with patient love, to accept His gentle
discipline, and to constantly cry out: “Lord, have mercy!”

Amen.

PATRISTIC COMMENTARY on THE GOSPEL
Humility is a “Talent”
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Last Sunday’s Gospel instructs us that the “talent” is a strength which the
Lord gives us to fulfill His commandments of love for God and love for
neighbor.

In today’s Gospel, we are taught the application of such a “talent,” a strength,
in deeds and in life.

As we said, a talent is given to us to fulfill the commandments, but sin
prevents us from fulfilling the commandments. As we struggle, using our
“talent,” we gradually acquire the qualities of Christ. Today’s Gospel shows
us one of these qualities: the most profound humility of the Canaanite
woman.

A mother was begging for the healing of her daughter. She cried after the
Lord: “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely
demon-possessed” (Matthew 15:22).

Now, see how the Lord tested her. At first, He did not answer her even a
word. He was not being harsh toward her, but was testing His disciples and,
indeed, all of us who would be His followers.

These His disciples could not bear it. Approaching Him, they asked Him:
“Send her away, for she cries out after us” (Matthew 15:23). At this, the
Lord not only continued to ignore her, but even pushed her away! He said,
“I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew
15:24). Continued on page 6 =
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My beloved children in the Lord, doesn’t the same happen to us?

At first, the Lord seems not to hear our prayer, and then through the
circumstances of our life, He also seemingly pushes us away. And how many
of us stop our prayer at this point.

But not the Canaanite woman. Approaching, she bowed to Him and said:
“Lord, help me” (Matthew 15:25).

And the Lord, how did He answer? Astonishingly He compared her straight-
out with a dog: “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to
the little dogs” (Matthew 15:26). It is impossible to put a human being lower.
Can our good, compassionate, and loving Lord possibly be so harsh?

Ah! But see the Canaanite woman, she agreed with Him! This is humility:
when we feel cursed, we do not curse in return, we do not turn away, but we
bless, and we maintain our faith with steadfast humility.

Continued from page 5 = Hear her words: “Yes, Lord, yet even the little
dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table” (Matthew 15:27).

Here is accomplished the victory of humility; here crumbles the illusory wall
between the Lord and the Canaanite woman. Hear the Lord attest to this fact:
“O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her
daughter was healed from that very hour” (Matthew 15:28).

These words of the woman have passed through all the centuries, reaching
us this day: “Yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their
masters’ table.”

Her words give hope to all those who are completely without hope. Now, it
is up to us to profit from them or neglect them.

Can we humble ourselves as this woman humbled herself? The talent is given
to us, the talent of humility. With this talent, yes, we can humble ourselves!

The only thing is that we must want to accept such a measure of humility and
set aside foolish pride. It is pride, stubborn pride, that stands in the way of
using our talent.

We struggle against pride to acquire the quality of Christ: humility. For He
humbled Himself, accepting insults, sufferings, and the Cross to heal the
separation between God and man.

We struggle against pride when we are separated from our brother and suffer
insult and anger. But if we exercise our talent of humility, though, we will
win our brother and restore our love.

My beloved children! Let us accept the talent of humility! Then we will hear
the Lord say to us: “Let it be to you as you desire!”

Most Reverend Archbishop Andrei (Rymarenko) of Rockland, Russian
Orthodox Church, 71978




7 TODAY'S COMMEMORATION

Synaxis of the Holy New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia
On the Sunday closest to January 25th, the Church commemorates the
Synaxis of the Holy New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia, on which we
remember all those Orthodox Christians who suffered for Christ at the hands
of the godless, God-fighting, Soviets during the years of persecution.

Among the first we call to mind Tsar Nicholas II and his family. The Tsar of
Russia had been consecrated with Holy Chrism making him, by the power
of the Holy Spirit, an anointed holy Orthodox emperor.

There were countless thousands of martyrs, both clergy and laity also
suffered. Some of their names are known but also the millions of simple
believers whose names have been lost to history. It is estimated that the
number of the New Martyrs of Russia far exceeds that of all the martyrs who
died for Christ during the first three centuries of Christianity.

Countless Orthodox laity, monks, priests, and bishops — whose only “crime”
was their unshakable faith in God — were jailed, tortured, and cruelly
murdered.

In 1995, the Russian state commissioner confirmed that over 200,000
Russian Orthodox priests, monks, and nuns had been killed between 1917
and the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991.

Churches, monasteries, and seminaries were also closed, destroyed, or
repurposed for various secular purposes including prisons, torture centers,
warehouses, theaters, and even as garbage dumps. In 1917 there were over
50,000 churches in Russia. By 1939, only 500 remained open. To raise
morale for the war effort, Stalin revived the Russian Orthodox Church in
1941. Consequently, by 1957, there were almost 22,000 Orthodox churches
in the Soviet Union. After a period of renewed persecution under
Khrushchev, however, only 7,000 churches remained active by 1985.

In the long history of the world, never have so many new heavenly
intercessors been glorified by the Church in such a way. Among those who
suffered for their faith were these who labored in America:

Saint John Kochurov: Missionary to America, founder of Holy Trinity
Cathedral in Chicago, first hieromartyr of the Soviet Yoke, +1917.

Saint Alexander Hotovitzky: Missionary to America, ordained in San
Francisco, founder of Saint Nicholas Cathedral in New York, assistant
pastor of Christ the Savior Cathedral in Moscow, +1937.

Saint Tikhon: Archbishop and Enlightener of America, Patriarch of
Moscow and All Russia, +1925.
The Marxist, Communist, Leninist, Soviet, atheistic, God-hating ideology
was exported to other nations — mostly Orthodox — always accompanied by
suffering, torture, and murder. It is Satan’s attack on the Church.

HYMNS a1t TtHe DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 6, Troparion (Resurrection)
The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; the guards became as dead men.
Mary stood by Thy grave, seeking Thy most pure body. Thou didst capture
hHades not being tempted by it. Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life.
O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead, * glory to Thee.

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, * fill my thirsting soul with the waters
of piety, as Thou didst cry to all: « “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and
drink.” » O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 4, Troparion (New Martyrs)

Today the Church of Russia forms a chorus in joy, praising her new martyrs
and confessors; hierarchs and priests, royal passion-bearers, right-believing
princes and princesses, venerable men and women, and all Orthodox
Christians. Having laid down their life for faith in Christ during the days of
godless persecution, they preserved the truth by the shedding of blood. * By
their protection, O long-suffering Lord, preserve our land in Orthodoxy till
the end of the age.

Tone 6, Kontakion (Resurrection)
When Christ God, the Giver of Life, raised all of the dead from the valleys
of misery with His mighty hand, He bestowed resurrection on the human
race. ¢ He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, and the God of all.

Tone 4, Kontakion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, ¢ cried to all in the midst of the
feast of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We fall before
Thee and faithfully cry: « “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the Fountain
of our life.”

Tone 3, Kontakion (New Martyrs)
Glory... Today the new martyrs of Rus’ stand in white robes before the Lamb
of God, and with the angels they sing to God the hymn of victory: “Blessing,
and glory, and wisdom, and praise, and honor, and power, and strength be to
our God ¢ unto the ages of ages. Amen.”
Tone 2, Kontakion of the Theotokos

Both... Steadfast protectress of Christians, ¢ constant advocate before the
Creator; * despise not the entreating cries of us sinners, * but in thy goodness
come speedily to help us who call on thee in faith. « Hasten to hear our
petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos, * for thou dost always protect
those who honor thee.

Prokeimena
O Lord, save Thy people, * and bless Thine inheritance.

God is our refuge and strength, * a help in afflictions that severely befall us.
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EBaurenune

U, ewiiios ommyoa, Hucyc yoanuncs ¢ cmpanvl Tupckue u Cudonckue. M
60mM, JceHWUHA XaHaHEesIHKA, 8bIHOSA U3 meX Mecm, Kpuuaia Emy.: nomunyi
mens, T'ocnoou, coin [lasuoos, 0oub mos scecmoko becuyemces. Ho On ne
omeeuan eti Hu crnosa. U yuenuxu Ezo, npucmynus, npocunu Eco: omnycmu
ee, nomomy umo Kpuuum 3a Hamu. OH dice ckazan 6 omeem. A nociam
MONLKO K no2ubuum osyam ooma Mzpaunesa. A ona, nooouos, KiaHALaACh
Emy u eosopuna: I'ocnoou! nomocu mue. Owu dice cxkazan 6 omeem:
Hexopouwlo 63amb xaebd y demeu u o6pocumv ncam. OHa ckazana: mak,
Tocnoou! Ho u ncwl edsm Kpoxu, Komopbsie AOArM CO CMOAd 20CHO0 UX.
Toeoa Hucyc ckazan eii 6 omeem: o, sceHwuna! eenuxa' eepa meos, 0a
b6ydem mebe no sicenanuro meoemy. M ucyenunaco 0ousb eé 6 mom uac (M.
15, 21-28).

Mutponosut AHuTOHNN CypOKCKU
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo [{yxa.

XaHaHesHKa, KoTopas npuctynuia ko Xpucry, mons Ero
UCLETHTH €€ OECHYIOLIYIOCS 1049b, — SI3BIYHMLA: B TO BPEMS
€BpeH, E€IUHCTBEHHbIE, KTO Bepwi B Enmnoro bora, He
00MIannCh C S3BIYHUKAMH, CTOPOHMIINCDH, Yy KIAIUCh UX. U
BOT 3Ta KEHIINHA NOAXOAUT KO XPHUCTY: 3TO YK€ TOBOPUT O TOM, YTO OHA
B HéM yBuaena HedTo, 4ero oHa HE BUAENIA B JPYIHX, YTO OHA NOuysld
HeuTo B Hem: uyThéM, cepanieM yJaoBHIIa YTO-TO, YTO BHYIIWIO €1 TOBEpHE
U CHSUIO C He€ CTpax, YTo OHa OyJeT MporHaHa.

W ona obpartmnack k Hemy co crmoBamu, KOTOPhIE MBI HAXOJIUM TaKke B
EBanrenun ot Mapka Ha ycrax cienoro Baprumes: Hucyc, coin [asuoa!..
JTO0 yxKe — UCTIOBEAb BEPhl: KOHEUHO, He BOo XpucTa kak CoiHa Boxws, HO
BO XpHCTa KaK POKJICHHOTO OT LAPCTBEHHOU BeTBU JlaBHIa, U3 KOTOPOH
nmomxkeH poauthes Cnacurens mupa: Uucyce, ceie [laBuna, nomunyti MO
nmoub! OHa OecHyeTcH. ..

A Xpuctoc uaér CBouMm IyTeM, Moyiya, HE OT3bIBasCh Ha €€ Kkpuk. U
yaeHnk# obpamiarorcst kK Hemy: Otmyctu ee, — oHa e 3a HaMu & 2

2 26 Ansapwa 2025 a.
1 & cnmemyeT, Kak ObI ITpecieaysl Hac dTHM KPUKOM HAJCK bl U OTYASTHHUA. ..
«Omnycmu eé» He 3nHauum «npo2oHuy. 3To 3HauuT: Heyxenu Twel He
noxaneeub? OHa XKe TOXKE YelOoBeK — wiu Hetr? WMnum HaMm uyxaaTbes
TakoBbIX? Pa3Be uenoBeueckoe rope B A3BIYHUKAX HE TaK K€ CTPAIIHO
MYYHTENbHO, KaK U B Hac? OTnycTu €€ ¢ MUPOM...

W Xpucroc ropopurt: A He mocnan ko BceM: S mociaH K MOruOIINM OBIIAM
M3PauIbCKOro JoMa... XaHaHesiHKa ke oTBevaet: ['ociogau! Ilomoru... Ona
He oTBeyaeT Ha Ero 3ameuanue, yto OH HE K HEel OCIaH; OHA MPOCTO BEPUT,
yto OH €€ moxaJjeer; OHa He CIIOPUT; OHA He yTBepxkaaeT: Kak xe Tak, — s
TOKE UEIOBEK! — HET, OHA NPOCTO gepum... I XpucToc UCTIBITHIBAET €€ BEpY
emé pa3; OH 3Ty Bepy, KOHEUHO, 3HAN;, U XaHAHESIHKA, BepHO, 3Hana Ero
MPO3PEHNE; HO YUYCHHKAM, BEPOSTHO, HAJ0 OBLIO U3MEPUTH TITyOUHY BEpPHI,
Ha KOTOpyro criocobeH si3pryauK. OH eit roBopuT: Hexoporio oTHTE Xi1e0
OT JeTed W OTHaTh IcaM... DTU CJIOBAa KaXyTCs TaKUMH >KECTOKUMHU,
OecIoImaAHPIMU; MHE Ka)KETCS, YTO UX MOXHO MOHSTh, €CIIU MPEACTABUTH
cebe Cnacurens, omyctuBiiero CBoil B30p — BHUMATENbHBIN, BAYMUUBBIH,
COCTpaJaTeNbHBIA B30p — K MOJHATHIM TJla3aM 3TOH KCEHIIMHBI; OHA
CIIBIIIIANA STH CJIOBA — KaK OHA CIbIIIANa U JPYTHe KECTKHUE CII0OBa — HO OHA
cipIlIajia WX, U OIHOBPEMEHHO e6udena WK boxecrBeHHoil JIroOBH,
oOpaménnbiii Kk Heil. M oHa oTBeuaeT kak ObI ¢ ynbiOkoi: Jla Her, 'ocioau!
Beny u cobaku muTaroTCs OT KpPyNHIl, KOTOPBIE MaJalOT CO CTOJa MX
X035I€B... DTO MOXHO CKa3aTh TOJIHKO U3 TITyOWHBI BEPHI U U3 CO3HAHUS, UYTO
JKECTOKHUE CJIOBA HE UCXOJIAT U3 YEPCTBOIO CEpALIA.

N Chnacureab TyT, Kak B JAPYIHX CJIy4asiXx, HA Bepy OT3bIBaeTcsl
awooBbi0 U CBoell BJACTBIO LEJIUTh, MHJOBATH M cnacatb: O
skermuHa! Benuka Bepa TBosi! la Oyzer TebGe mo skenaHuio TBoemy. U
HCLENNIach 104b €€ B TOT Yac. 34€Ch MBI BUIUM €II€ U eI pa3, yTo HeT
npegesaa, Het rpanun boxuio cocrpaganuio, yro OH He JeJIMT JroAel
HA BepYIOINX U HeBePYIOIINX, HA CBOUX M YYKHUX: U1 Hero uyxux nem
— Bce cBoM; HO BMecTe ¢ 3TuM OH M OXuAaeT W TpedyeT OT Hac He
JIETKOBEpHsl, @ MCTUHHOW Bepbl, TOTOBHOCTH [0BepuUThCsi bory, HO H
TOTOBHOCTH npodumusca K bory kpukom, Mmoab00ii, Bepoii. 1 sToMmy MBI
JIOJIKHBI HAYYUTHCS OT XaHAHESTHKU.

Amumno.
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Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /yxa.

mex mecm, kpuyana Emy.: nomunyii mensi, I'ocnoou, Coin
Jlasudos, 0ouv mos ocecmoxo becwyemcs. Ho On He
omeeuan eu Hu croea. llodyeMy, 3ampemiass y4eHHKaM HIATH Ha TyTh
si3p19HUKOB, Cam unet B Tup u CunoH, a3piueckue ropoga? Y3Hai, uto He
¢ npornoBeabio OH NpUIIeN TyAa, IOTOMY TO, Kak TOBOPHT MapK, «u CKpbii
Cebsy. Nnade: Tak kak OH BUieNd, 4TO (papuce He NpuHUMAIOT Ero yueHus
OTHOCHUTEIIHLHO TTHUIIHU, TO IEPEXOANUT K A3BITHUKAM.

«llomunyti meHs», TOBOPUT XaHAHESHKA, a HE «0oub MOWO», OO Ta ObLIa
OecuyBcTBeHHas1. [lomutyii MeHsI, KOTOpasi TEPIIUT U YYBCTBYET y:KacHOE.
W He roBOpUT: «npudu u ucyeaur, HO «nomuayiy. 'ocoas xKe He OTBEeYaeT
e, He TOTOMy, 4YTO Tpe3upan e€, a MOTOMY, YTO MPHIIEN, TIIABHBIM
00pa3om, [T KyI€eB | JUUIs TOTO, YTOOBI HE IaTh MECTa MX KIEBETaM, YTOOBI
BIOCIIEACTBHUM OHM HE MOINIM CKa3zaTh, uTo OH OJaromeTenbCTBOBAI
SI3BIYHUKAM; BMECTE C TEM U IS TOTO, YTOOBI IIOKA3aTh TBEPYIO BEPY ITOM
JKEHIIMHEL.

U yuenuxu Eco npucmynuswiu npocunu E2o: omnycmu eé, nomomy umo
Kkpuuum 3a Hamu. OH dice ckazan 6 omeem: A nocian moavko K nocuduum
osyam doma M3paunesa. Y YeHUKH, TATOTACH KPUKOM KEHIIMHBI, IIPOCHUIIH,
4yro0bl ['ocnonp oTmycTui e€, To ecTh yOexxaanu orocnatrs e€. OTo OHU
JieNiany He TOTOMY, YTO OBLIH 4Y>KIbl COXAJICHHUS, HO CKOpee 110 TOMY, YTO
xotenu yoenuts ['ocriona momunosats e€. OH ke roBopuT: S mocnaH He K
KOMY-JTHOO Ipyromy, HO TOJIBKO K HyJEsiM, OBIIaM, KOTOPBIE MOTUOIN OT
MOPOYHOCTHU T€X, KOMY OHH BBEPEHBI. DTUM elI€ 0oJiee MOKa3bIBaCT BCEM
BEpY KECHIUHBI.

A ona nodowedwu knausracs Emy u eosopuna: I'ocnoou! nomoeu mue. On
ace ckazan 6 omseem: He xopowio 63amv xneb y oemeil u Opocums ncam.
Ona cxazana: max, I'ocnoou! o u ncvl edsm Kpoxu, KOmopbvle naoarom co
cmona 2ocnod ux. Korja xeHIMHA yBUIENA, YTO €€ X01aTau - allOCTOIBI -
HE MMEJH yCIieXa, OHAa CHOBA C apoM MIPHCTYyMaeT U Ha3biBaeT Uucyca
Tlocnogom. Kornma ke Xpucroc Ha3Ban e€ MMCOM, TIOTOMY YTO S3LIYHUKH
MMENH HEYUCTYIO JKU3Hb U MHUTAINCHh KPOBBIO HJIOJIOKEPTBEHHOIO, Ny IECB
’Ke Ha3Ball Ya/IaMH, TO OHA Pa3yMHO OTBEYAET U OYCHb MYAPO: XOTS 5 U TIEC,
Y HEJOCTOWHA TONYYHTh XJIe0, TO €CTh KaKyH-THOO CHIYy U BEJIHKOS
3HAMEHUE, HO J1aii MHE 3T0 Juist TBOEH CHJIBI MaJloe, JUIS MEHS )K€ BEITHKOE,
100 Te, KTO €CT XJIe0, He CYMTAIOT KPOX YEM-TO BXKHBIM, JJIS TICOB K€ OH -
0O0JIBIIIOE, U IMU OHU TTUTAFOTCS. & 4

4 26 Ansapwa 2025 a.
3 % Toeoa Hucyc ckazan eti 6 omeem: 0, dcenwyunal enuxa eéepa meosi; oa
b0ydem mebe no ocenanuro meoemy. M ucyenunaco 0ouv e€ 6 mom uac.
Tenepp Uucyc OTKpbLT HpHUMHY, O KOTOpodM OH BHadajie OTKa3bIBal
JKeHIIMHE B HCILEJICHWH: 3TO CcAeNaHo ObUIO I TOro, 4ToObI SICHO
OTKpBLIACh Bepa W Ojgaropasymme 3ToH skeHbl. [loaTomy Xpucroc He
TOTYAC COTJIachics, HO 1 oTchlian e€. Temeps ke, Koraa OTKphlIach e€ Bepa
u Onaropaszymue, OHa CIBILINT MOXBALY: «8elUKd gepa meosay. «/la 6yoem
mebe no JHceranuro meoemyy - 3TU CI0Ba OKa3bIBAIOT, UTO eCJIM ObI OHA He
HMeJIa Bepbl, TO He I0CTHIIA ObI IPOCHMOTO.

Tak U Ham, eciiM MOXkKeJaeM, HUUTO He MPENsSITCTBYeT JAOCTUYbL TOIO,
4ero Mbl JKejiaeM, eCJIU TOJIBLKO0 nMeeM Bepy. OOpaTi BHUMaHHE, YTO XOTS
U CBSTHIC MPOCST 3a HAC, KaK 32 3Ty XaHAHESHKY aroCTOJIbI, OJTHAKO MbI
J0CTHraeM :KeJaeMoro 0ojee TOraa, KOrjga camMu 3a ce0sl MPOCHM.
XaHaHesHKa - CUMBOJI IIEPKBU U3 SI3BIYHUKOB, HOO U S3BIYHUKHU, KOTOPHIC
npexkzae ObUTM OTBEPTHYTHIMH, IIOCIE BCTYIWIM B YHUCIIO CHIHOBEH U
yAocTOWIHCh Xyeba, pasymero, Tema [ocmomnsa. Uynmew ke chemanvch
fcaMy, HayaB MUTATbCA, MO-BUAUMOMY, KpPOXaMH, TO €CTh MajbIMU,
CKYAHBIMH Kpoxamu OykBbel. Tup o3Hawaer ctpax, CHIOH - JIOBIIOB,
Xananes K€ - 3T0 «yeomosanuas cmuperuemy. UTak, S3pIYHUKH, KOTOPbIE
3apakeHbl OBLUTM 3JI000I0 W B KOTOPBIX MKMW JIOBIBI IYII, JIEMOHBI,
YTOTOBaHbI OBUIM CMUPEHHUEM, TOT/Ia KaK MPaBEIHbIC YTOTOBAHEI BHICOTOO
Hapctea boxws.




The Children’s Word

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14

A Ministry of the
Sunday, January 26, 2025 Volume 13, Issue 4 | Orthodox Christian Network

Jesus is for everybody!

Are you a member of a club?

Clubs are for people who share some
kind of interest. If you're on a sports
team or in scouts or a chess club or
dance group, you share something with
the other members, don’t you? It’s a spe-
cial group just for people like you.

In today’s Gospel reading, we hear how
our Lord came to save everybody, not
just people in a special club, not just
people like Him. In the story, we hear
how a woman begged Jesus to help her
sick daughter.

The problem was that she wasn’t Jewish, like Jesus and His disciples
were. “Send her away!” the disciples said. But our Lord did not send her
away. She begged Him again to help her, and He listened to her. He knew
she was a faithful woman. And He healed her daughter instantly!

Let’s always remember that Jesus Christ came to save everybody—not just
a special group or a special club. When we see somebody who is different
from us, let’s remember that our Lord came to save him too. Let’s
remember how, “God so loved the world”—the whole world, not just a
special little part of it!
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Here are icons of
Saint Dimitri of Paris,
and also Saint Maria
of Paris.

St. Dimitri was St.
Maria’s priest and her
helper at the shelter.
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SAINT DIMITRI
A PRIEST IN WARTIME PARIS

Helping in Secret

Have you ever helped somebody, in
secret? The Bible tells us that it’s
good to help people in secret. Then,
God, “Your Father, Who sees what
is done in secret, will reward you.”

Tomorrow, we celebrate a newer
saint who helped many people in
secret. In fact, he saved their lives!
Eighty years ago was the terrible
World War 2. In France, an
Orthodox nun named Saint Maria started a special shelter to help
people who became poor and sick during the awful war.
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Also, during the war, many Jewish people were being hurt and killed by
the evil Nazi rule. These French Jewish people weren’t Christians, but s
they went to the Orthodox shelter for help. Saint Maria helped them. i

The priest, Father Dimitri Klepinin helped them too. He knew that if §
the Jewish people said they were Christians, they would be safe. So, the %
priest signed his name on pretend baptism certificates to keep them §
safe. With the certificates, the Jewish people could save their lives! ﬁ

Soon, the Nazi rulers figured out what Father Dimitri had been doing in i
secret. They sent him to prison, and he was later killed. God saw what %
Father Dimitri had been doing in secret too, and as He promised in the i

Bible, He rewarded him! Now he must be joyful in heaven. §
5

| We celebrate St. Dimitri on Monday, January 27th (OC: Feb. 9th). %
tEits iS22 LSS LSS ISR 2L X

© Alexandra Houck 2025

P A A A A R A A A A R A R A A A A A A A A R A A A A R A L A L A L A L L A L A L R A R A R A AR

Lord, help me!
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