Thirtieth Sunday After Pentecost
January 19, 2025

On January 19th we Commemorate:
Venerable Macarius the Great.
Mark Eugenicus, Metropolitan of Ephesus, Pillar of Orthodoxy.
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Icon of the Healing of the Blind Man at Jericho
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Great Vespers, Saturday Evenings at 6:00 pm
Divine Liturgy, Sunday Mornings at 9:30 am (Hours at 9:05 am)

Paraklesis to the Theotokos, Wednesday Evenings at 6:00 pm

Very Reverend Archpriest Luke Uhl, Retired, Interim Rector
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Holy Wisdom Orthodox Mission
is a parish in the Diocese of the West
of the Orthodox Church in America
under the spiritual and ecclesiastical jurisdiction of
Archbishop Benjamin of San Francisco and the West

€EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 2
Epistle of the 30th Sunday, Colossians 3:12-16

BRETHREN, Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender
mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one
another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against
another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these
things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. And let the peace of God
rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Gospel of the Blind Man (14th Sunday of Luke), Luke 18:35-43
AT THAT TIME: As Jesus was coming near Jericho, a certain blind man sat by
the road begging. And hearing a multitude passing by, he asked what it
meant. So they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. And he cried
out, saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Then those who went
before warned him that he should be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son
of David, have mercy on me!” So Jesus stood still and commanded him to
be brought to Him. And when he had come near, He asked him, saying,
“What do you want Me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, that I may receive
my sight.” Then Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made
you well.” And immediately he received his sight, and followed Him,

REFLECTION onTHE SUNDAY GOSPEL
Fourteenth Sunday of Saint Luke
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The blind man near Jericho heard the noise of the crowd and asked what it meant.
Being informed that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by he cried out: “Jesus, Son
of David, have mercy on me!”

The people who had physical sight acknowledged the Lord as “Jesus of
Nazareth” as though he were merely a man from that city. The man who was
physically blind, however, recognized Jesus as the “Son of David” thereby
proclaiming to Him to be a greater man.

Some of those who had physical sight were spiritually blind, refusing to believe
that Jesus had divine power. They would later even try to stone Him saying,
“For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, because You being a
man make Yourself out to be God” (John 10:33; also read John 10:31-39).

The blind man, on the other hand, understood He had divine power. This is clear,
because when Jesus asked him, “What do you want ~ Continued on page 3 =




3 REFLECTION onTHe SUNDAY GOSPEL (CONTINUED)
Continued from page 2 = Me to do for you?” the blind man answered “Lord,
that I may receive my sight” (Luke 18:41). The blind man understood that the
sight of the blind cannot be restored by any human means but requires a divine
power and the authority that God alone possesses.

Why did the blind man call Jesus the “Son of David” and not the “Son of God”
or simply “God”? The answer is that this blind man, being brought up in
Judaism, knew the prophecies concerning the Christ (the Messiah, or Anointed
One) (cf. Psalm 131:11, Isaiah 9:2, Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 29:18).

He knew the Psalm which said that God would set “one of the sons of David”
upon His throne. He knew that the eternal Word, being God, had fulfilled the
Prophecy of Isaiah and submitted to be born of the Virgin. We know this because
Jesus himself said of the blind man, “Your faith has saved you.”

After receiving his sight, how did the blind man respond? He did not forget his
Benefactor, nor did he neglect the duty of loving Christ. In fact, he followed
Him, offering glory to God.

This man was set free from double blindness: he was liberated from the blindness
of the body in receiving physical sight, and he escaped blindness of mind and
heart because he had spiritual vision which allowed him to glorify Jesus, the Son
of David, as God. And, moreover, in his liberation, he freed other captives, for
the Gospel tells us that “All the people gave praise to God” (Luke 18:43).

Now I must ask myself this question: Am I blind? Or do I see Jesus as the Son
of God, Who comes to lead those who are in the captivity of sin toward freedom?
Do I see that He has freed me in the Mysteries of Baptism and in Confession?
Do I now glorify Him, and in turn lead others to Him?

Amen.
SUNDAY HOMILY

“Lord, enlighten my darkness!”
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Awake, you who sleep, arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light
(Ephesians 5:14).

It is one of the great misfortunes of our modern times that man has come to trust
in his own “enlightenment.”

Living in a progressively-oriented society, we Orthodox Christians can also be
also tainted by this outlook, even if they objectively accept the Church’s teaching
that this world lies in darkness. Indeed, many of us spend we most of our life
developing our bodily eye, the mind, on which we depend so much for “getting
along” in the world.

Unfortunately, many do not see the need to develop their spiritual eye, the nous.
We cannot perceive Christ with our mind. Rather we depend on the nous to
perceive His truth and see His light. Continued on page 4 =

SUNDAY HOMILY (CONTINUED) 4

Continued from page 3 = Moreover, this is precisely what we need if we hope
to escape the manifold snares of the enemy who prowls like a “roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

When Adam and Eve allowed pride to enter their hearts, their spiritual eyes grew
clouded. No longer were they able to “see” God and His angels as clearly as they
had in Paradise. For God is pure Light, and sin is the absence of light.

We know that the root of all sin is pride, and it generates darkness. But we also
must know that the root of discernment is humility, and it indispensable to brings
us into the light. Without humility there can be no salvation. This is the Orthodox
teaching.

Many of the holy fathers have made this clear. Saint John Cassian writes, “From
humility comes discernment.” Similarly, Saint Peter of Damascus says that
“humility gives birth to discernment, while from discernment comes spiritual
insight; by means of such insight we see things according to their true nature.”

The same Holy Father continues: “Discernment is characterized by an unerring
recognition of what is good and what is not, and the knowledge of the will of
God in all that one does ... the spiritual insight it generates is more necessary
than all other gifis. For what is more necessary than to perceive the wiles of the
demons and, with the help of God’s grace, to protect one’s soul?”

Certainly, we use our physical sight to avoid dangers in the material world. Isn’t
it even more important to avoid dangers in the immaterial, spiritual world?

Saint Anthony the Great counsels the need for much prayer and spiritual
exercise, “that one may, by the divine gift of discerning spirits, know which
among them are more, and which less, evil than others...and how each may be
defeated and cast out.”

Discernment is necessary not only to protect ourselves from the wiles of the
devil, but also to know God’s will, to know what is most pleasing to Him.

Saint Makarios of Egypt writes that discernment consoles and strengthens the
heart by offering a glimpse of the “luminous earth of the Godhead.” This is the
world of light, goodness, and love that spurs us on toward the goal of our
spiritual life, which is union with our Creator and God (théosis).

The great luminary of the Church and hesychast Father of the 11th century, Saint
Gregory Palamas, constantly prayed: “Lord, enlighten my darkness!”” How much
more should we who are filled with the darkness of ignorance and materialism
strive to acquire such an indispensable gift as discernment, that the eyes of our
spiritual understanding being enlightened, we may know “what is the hope of
the Lord’s calling, and what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the

saints”’ (Ephe‘sians I.'ZS),
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5 ANOTHER. HOMILY
Lord, Heal Our Blindness!
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

A blind man is healed. Imagine his wonder at the world which now he sees
and which before he had only heard, touched, smelt and tasted.

Why was he given this gift of sight? He was given it for the glory of God, so
that his outer sight would lead him to inner sight, to seeing with his heart, to
faith. For what use is outer sight if we, like the Pharisees, see but do not
understand, see without seeing?

Those with only outer sight see Creation, the forests and the fields, the oceans
and the mountains, the Sun, the Moon and the stars, but they fail to see the
Creator through and beyond Creation.

They see the grass that grows, but not see the miracle of Creation. They see
a newborn baby, but do not see the miracle of life. They see their homes and
their lives, but do not see how very fortunate they are, and so they continually
complain, seeing only blackness and gloom.

They see things without seeing beyond them, for somewhere in their hearts
they deny God, the Origin of all that is good. They see Creation, but do not
see the Creator, like a blind man who does not see the Sun and therefore
denies that it even exists.

They take for granted their good fortune, never wondering from where it
comes and thanking God for it. They remember God at best only when things
g0 wrong.
Christ not only heals blind men but whole societies that are blind, leading
them from the ordinary to the extraordinary, leading them from the expected
to the unexpected, leading them from the possible to the seemingly
impossible. Christ even heals whole Empires of the blind.
Look at the Roman empire, renowned for its brutality, cruelty and slavery. It
was healed and converted by humble faith in Christ.
Look at the Hellenic empire, renowned for vain philosophies. It was healed
by faith in the wisdom of a carpenter’s son.
Look at the British empire, comprised of primitive Angles, Saxons, and
Jutes, worshipping hills and trees, it was healed by the gentle Savior.
Look at the Russian empire, renowned for debauchery and heathenism,
worshipping statues and rivers, it was healed by the mildness of Christ.
Other nationalities, too, were healed of their spiritual blindness through their
“local heroes,” their saints and those equal-to-the-Apostles, discovering the
Gospel and beholding the Vision of the Glory of God.

May this day God also grant us inner sight. Amen.

Reverend Andrew Phillips, Colchester, England

PATRISTIC COMMENTARY 6
The Healing of the Blind Man at Jericho, Luke 18:35-43
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The Lord performed this wayside miracle of the blind man so that even His
passage along a road would yield a profitable teaching for His disciples and
for us. And the teaching is this, that we should in all things, at all times, and
in every place do what is beneficial and never be idle.

The blind man believed that Jesus was the awaited Messiah. Having been
raised among the Jews, it is certain that he knew that the Christ would be of
the seed of David.

Therefore, he cries out with a great voice, “Son of David, have mercy on
me.” His words, “have mercy on me,” show that he understood Jesus to be
divine and not merely a man.

Marvel at this blind man’s staunch confession! Although rebuked by many,
he did not keep silent, but cried out all the more, urged on by the fervent zeal
within him.

Then Jesus summons him as one who is truly worthy to approach Him, and
asks him, “What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee?” He asks the question,
not in ignorance of what the blind man wanted of course, but so that it would
not appear to the others who were present that the Lord gave something
different from what the man wanted.

Otherwise, some might have said that the Lord, in a vainglorious show of
power, healed the man’s blindness when the man had only been begging for
alms. Envy might well have inspired some to slander the Lord with such
foolishness as that.

Thus the Lord asked the blind man what he wanted, and when He heard that
he wanted his sight, He gave him his sight.

See the absence of vainglory, for the Lord in effect says, “Thy faith hath
made thee whole. For you have believed with faith that I am the Son of David,
the Christ, Who is now revealed, and you have shown such zeal that you did
not keep silent even when rebuked.”

Let us learn with certainty from this that when we ask with faith, God does
not give something other than what we ask for, but the very same thing. To
be sure, He does not give us whatever we, in our brokenness might ask for,
but always gives us what is good and beneficial.

More than this, God always responds to our prayer, doing for us whatsoever
is good even if we ourselves did not specifically ask for it and whether or not
we understand His gift to be what is best for us.

Know that whenever we ask for one thing and receive another, it is clear that

either we did not make a good request or that we did not ask with faith.
Continued on page 7 &




7 PATRISTIC COMMENTANRY (CONTINUED)

See the power of the Lord Who responded to Bartimaeus, the blind man,
“Receive thy sight.” Which of the prophets ever healed in this manner, and
with such power?

Understand that His voice, proceeding from Him Who is the true Light,
became light to the blind man.

See also the gratitude of the healed man, for he followed Jesus, glorifying
God, and causing others to do the same.

Amen.
From The Explanation of the Gospel of Saint Luke
By Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria
ANOTHER. WORD
In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Saint John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus by preaching repentance:
that repentance — turning to God — brings reconciliation with Him.

In these few weeks before the Great Fast (Great Lent), the Church likewise
prepares us for that season of renewed emphasis on repentance.

Today’s Gospel about Bartimaeus, the blind man of Jericho, is given to us as
part of our preparation for the Lenten season of repentance. His example
reminds us that though we may be blind, we can see the reality of things.

The Blind Man could not physically see Jesus, but he had heard of His words
and deeds.

Through hearing, he recognized Him to be the “Son of David” and thus the
promised Messiah. Seeing with the eyes of his heart, he recognized Him as
Divine, crying out “have mercy” and “that [ may receive my sight.”

We, too, can open the eyes and ears of our heart as did Bartimaeus. We must
first see ourselves as we are, both what is evil, imperfect, and distorted as
well as what is beautiful — the image of God within us which nothing can
erase, which nothing can destroy, and which remains glorious within us.

Second, we must look at everyone around us and see God’s image in him or
her, forgetting those imperfections which blind us to the beauty inside of
every person.

Beholding that Divine image ever present in every man despite his many
sins, imperfections, and transgressions — those in ourselves and in our
neighbor — we must commit ourselves to repentance. If we do, we become
capable of beholding the glorious passion and resurrection of Jesus which
took place specifically for the reconciliation of those who repent, who turn
from their wickedness and live, and that we might see the Kingdom of
heaven in eternity.

Amen.

HYMNS xttHe DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 5, Troparion, (Resurrection)
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, ¢ co-eternal with the Father
and the Spirit, * born for our salvation from the Virgin; * for He willed to be
lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, ¢ to endure death, ¢ and to raise the dead
by His glorious Resurrection.

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, * fill my thirsting soul with the waters
of piety, as Thou didst cry to all: « “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and
drink.” » O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 1, Troparion (Venerable Macarius)
O dweller of the wilderness and angel in the body, * thou wast a
wonderworker, O our God-bearing Father Macarius. * Thou didst receive
heavenly gifts through fasting, vigil, and prayer, * healing the sick and the
souls of those drawn to thee by faith. « Glory to Him Who gave thee strength.
* Glory to Him Who granted thee a “crown. ¢ Glory to Him Who grants
healing to all.

Tone 5, Kontakion (Resurrection)
Thou didst descend into Hades, O my Savior, * shattering its gates as
Almighty, * resurrecting the dead as Creator, * and destroying the sting of
death. ¢ Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of man, * and we
cry to Thee: “O Lord, save us.”

Tone 4, Kontakion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, ¢ cried to all in the midst of the
feast of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We fall before
Thee and faithfully cry: « “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the Fountain
of our life.”

Tone 4, Kontakion (Venerable Macarius)
Glory...The Lord truly placed thee in the house of abstinence, * as a star
enlightening the ends of the earth, « Venerable Macarius, Father of Fathers.

Tone 2, Kontakion of the Theotokos
Both... Steadfast protectress of Christians, ¢ constant advocate before the
Creator; * despise not the entreating cries of us sinners, ¢ but in thy goodness
come speedily to help us who call on thee in faith. « Hasten to hear our
petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos, * for thou dost always protect
those who honor thee.

Tone 5, Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us * and preserve us from this generation forever.
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EBaurenune

Koeoa... nooxooun Own xk Hepuxowny, 00ur crenoil cuden y 0opocu, npocs
MUTOCMBIHU, U, YCABIULAG, YMO MUMO HEe20 NPOXOOUM HAPOO, CHPOCUL. YO
amo maxoe? Emy ckazanu, umo Hucyc Hasopei uoém. Toeoa o 3axpuuan:
Hucyc, Coin J[lasuoos! nomunyii mens. Llledwue enepedu 3acmasnsiu e2o
Moauams, HO o ewé epomue kpuyan: Coin [lasudos! nomunyi meus. Hucyc,
ocmanosusuiucy, genen npusecmu e2o k Cebe: u, ko20a mom noooutén K
Hemy, cnpocun eco: ueeo muvl xouewn om Mens? On ckazan: I'ocnoou!
umobvl MHe npo3pemv. Hucyc ckasan emy: npo3pu! eepa meos cnacia
meba. M on momuac npospen u nowén sa Hum, cnass boea; u éeco Hapoo,
8uU0s amo, 8o3z0an xeany boey (Jlx. 18, 35-43).

Mutponosut AHuToHNN CypOKCKU
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /{yxa.

Cnenoii  4eyiOBeK, KOTOpPbIii cuaeaxl 'y  Bpar
HepuxoHckux, 3HaJ1, 4TO OH cJien. MbI To:Ke cienbl — U
MbI He 3HaeM 3Toro. OH 3Hal, YTO CJIEM, HOTOMY YTO BCE
BOKPYT HETO MOTJIM CBHJICTEIbCTBOBATh, YTO OHU BHIIAT, a
OH HE BUJIUT, MOTJIA €MY OIIUCATh, Y10 OHU BUST, U OH MOT
MIOHSITh, YETO OH JIUIICH.

MeI crenbl, U €CliM CPAaBHUBATH HAC CO CBATHIMH — TAKUMHU K€, KaK MBI,
JIIOJIBMU, HO KOTOPBIE MPOCBETIENN AYIION, MPO3PENU CEPALEM, YMOM, — TO
SICHO AeNIaeTcsl, Kak MHOroro Ml He BuguM. Ho nepBasi Haia Oea B TOM,
4YTO TAK PEeAKH CpeIH HAC JIJIH O 3peHHeM, a ellle CTPallHee TO, YTO
MbI BepuM, OyATO COCTOsIHNE 0OJIBIIUHCTBA — HOPMAJILHOE COCTOSIHHE,
a ecJIM KTO — peKuiil! — BUINT, CJABILIINT, 4yeT, IOHUMAET, MePeKUBAET
HeoObIYaiiHOe, T0 OH — BHEe HOPMbI, OH He 00f13aTEJbHO SIBJISETCSH
MepKOH I HAC M CyYIOM HaJ Halleil cJenoroi, He4yTKOCThIO,
MEpPTBOCTBIO. B Te BpeMeHa B TeX MecTax, ric ObUTH SBICHBI CBATHIC, C
HUMU TIOCTYTIaH, B OOIIEM, TaK K€, KaK JIIOJAN MOCTYMWIA CO XPUCTOM:
CIyILIaIu HEIOBEPUYHUBO, BOCIIPUHUMAIIU CI0BAa HACMEIILIMBO, K COBETAM HX
HE MPUCITYLUIUBAIUCH, IyTH UX HE clieqoBanu. [lopoil AUBUIKUCE TOMY, YTO
UM J1aHO, HO CYHUTAIU OTO HACTOJBKO HEOOBIYaHBIM, HACTOJIEKO
HEECTECTBEHHBIM, UTO K 3TOMY U CTPEMUTLCS HET cMmbicaa. Tak u & 2

2 19 Hneapvs 2025 e.
1% Tenepb MbI CJICNIbl, Mbl HE BUIUM, HE 1yE€M. n Hag0 cebe MoCTaBUTh
BOIIPOC: Y20 Ke MBI HE BUIIUM, K yemy MBI ciienbl? Torma, MOXKET OBITh,
HaM 1 IIpUJCT HAa MBICJIb NIPUCIYIIAThCA U HOHpO6OBaTI> IIOHATH.

Crnenbl MBI K TOMY, 9TO bor mocpeau Hac; B Xpame, BHE Xpama — Be3Jle
MpHUCYTCTBYET 1'0Ccmopb; a Mbl xuBeM, cT0BHO Ero Het. OH psiioM ¢ HaMH,
Mbl VM ABITIIMM, JBFDKEMCS, €CMbI — H HE OTIaeM ceOe B 3TOM OTYeTa,
MPUITACHIBacM ce0e KHM3Hb, CHITY, YM, TICPEKUBAHHMS, JAPOBAHUS, YCIEX;
onHako npoxoauM mMumo Toro, KTo ecTh ucTouHuk Bcero. Mbl clienbl B
3TOM OTHOIIEHUH: cpead Hac ['ocnoab — a MBI MOKEM AyMaTh MyCThIE
AyMbI, TEPEKUBATH 0ECCMBICJEHHbIE MEPeKUBAHUNA, BECTH MEKIY
c000ii TJIeHHbIE U pacTieBawmue deceabl. A OH CTOUT OE3MOJIBHO, KaK
HUuwull CTOWT y JIBEPH: HE B3TJISHET U KTo Ha Hero, He oOpaTHuT ¥ KTO
BHUMaHue, He yuyeT N KTo Ero mpucyrctBus, He mepemeHut i Ero
MPUCYTCTBHE YETO-THO0 B CEPIIIaX, B MBICIISIX, B CJIOBAX JIFOJIEH?

M Mbl He BUAUM; M HAC TaK MHOI'0, HEBUASIIHNX, YTO HAM 3TO H He
CTPAHHO: BCe CJIeNbI — 3HAYMT, 3T0 HopMa! Kak 310 cTrpamno! A xorna
MBI IIOCMOTPHUM BOKPYT ce0s, TO MBI Takue ke ciemnble. Kaxabii yesioBek
— o0pa3 bo:xuii, nkoHa, noaodue; a Mbl HU4Ero NOJ00HOro He BUAUM B
HeM. [lycTh, KOHEYHO, 3Ta UKOHA H3ypOJOBaHA — HO pa3Be MBI K HUKOHE,
M3YPOAOBaHHOMW YEIOBEYECKOH IpyOOCThIO, TAK OTHOCUMCS, KAK OTHOCUMCS
K yenoBeky? Eciau Mbl HaliieM MKOHY pacTONTAaHHYIO, OCKBEPHEHHYIO — C
KaKUM OJIarOTOBEHHEM, C KakoW OOJbI0 CEpACYHOW MBI €€ TOJHHMEM,
MIPIKMEM K CEpIIILy, YHeCeM K ceOe, BEIUUCTHM, ITOCTaBUM, KaK MyYCHUILY,
Ha CBITOE MECTO W OylIeM paccMaTpuBaTh TO, YTO €€ M3YPOJO0BaJO, Kak
paHbl, U 61a20206emb TIEPE]] TUM, TIOTOMY YTO B 3TOM MBI YBHIUM 00pa3
TOro, uto ciayuymnock ¢ borom, xorna On cran YenoBexkom: kak Ero monu
OnIM, KaK TOITANIM, KaK OILICBBEIBAIIM, KaK CMESUIMCh Hag HuM — 3TO MEI
MOXKEM YBHUJICTh B UKOHE, HATMCAHHOM KpacKaMH U MOCTPalaBIICH.

A xorzaa nepes HaMH HEPYKOTBOPHBIH 00pa3 — ue106eK, Mbl BUAUM B HEM —
HE 3HAI0 YTO, MOoabko He 00pa3 boxwuii, 1 OTHOCHMCSI K HEMY, KOHEUHO, HE
TaK, KaKk OTHECJIMCh ObI K UKOHE, O KOTOPOii s celiyac ckazai... Pa3Be Ham
pa3pbiBaeT cep/ie YPOACTBO YeJI0BeKa — YTO OH 30J1, YTO OH 3aBUCT/INB
u T. A.? Her! Ham He 0osbHO OT 3TOr0, HamM nnpoTuBHO! U npyromy rak
’ke IPOTHBHO CMOTPETh Ha HAC, IOTOMY 4YTO MbI TAKHe e, KaK Te, KOro
MBI OCy /1aeM... 1 BOT cienoii B moTeMKax ObeT CIENoro, 1 HUKTO U3 HUX
HE MPU3HAET, YTO CaM CJEM U 4TO 3TO — yXKac...

U eme: 6ce B pyke ['ocrionueit; myTu boxuu HEUCIIOBEAMMEIL: OHU OBIBAIOT
CTpAITHBI; OHU OBIBAIOT TaK CBETO3APHBI, YTO CJICIIHT OYU; OHU OBIBAIOT TaK
CKPOMHBI, HETIPUMETHEI, YTO HY>KHO BCE Hallle BHUMaHHE, YTOOBI YIIOBUTh
neiictue boxune. 1 Besi HAmIA JKH3HD, JKH3Hb KaXKIAOI0 OTAEJIbHOIO
YeJIOBeKa, Kaxka0ro u3 Hac — B pyke I'ocionneii. U Bce, 0e3 & 3
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2 ¥ UCKIIOYEHUA, YTO B Hell MPOUCXOANT, HMEET CMbICJI, €CJIU ObI MbI
TOJILKO MPo3pesu 1 nocrapujm Bonpoc: Kyna seager I'octioas? Yrto 310
3HAYMT? — a He Kpuuanu: Mue Heynobno! Mue OompHO! MeHs 31O
paznpaxaer! He xouy »storo! Otolau mpous, ['ocmomu, ¢ TBoumu
OJIa)KEHCTBaMU, KOTOPBIE TOBOPAT O TOJOJE, U O TUIa4ye, U 0 TOHCHUH, U 00
oauHoyecTse... He xouy Toro!

N mbl cienbl: cjienbl B CBOE€il JKU3HHU, CJeNbl B CJ0XKHOH, Ooraroii
JKM3HU JIPYTHUX, KTO ¢ HAMHU CBSI3aH; cjenbl B NMOHUMAHUM IyTei
Bo:xxuux B ucTopum, cjienbl 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K OTAEeAbHBIM JIULIAM U K
HeJbIM IPYNIAaM Jilo/ieil — BePYOIINM, HEBEPYIOIMM, CBOMM, YY:KUM;
K CBOMM TAaK 3Ke CJIeNbl, KaK K 4y:KHM... Pa3Be 3T0 He siICHO, eCJIN TOJIbKO
noayMarThb?

A MBI cHANM B NILLTH Yy BpaT MepnxoHCcKUX U BooOpaskaeM, YTO 3pSYH.
[Ipoxogut Xpucroc, 1 Mbl 2010ca HE BO3BBICUM, HE KPUKHEM O TIOMOIIIH;
HET HY>KIbI, YTOOBI HaM TOBOPHIHN: «MOIT4YH, HE TPEBOXKD Y UHUTEISD)... UTO
MHe oT Hero HyxHO0? S Bce 3Hato... UTo OH MokeT MHe Aatb? S 3psuuid, s
s)kuBoil... Henpasna! — u cnemn, u Mmepts! U Tonbko or Hero mozxer 0bITh
npo3penue, U ToJabk0 oT Hero moxer ObITh xuU3Hb. HO BOT, MBI He
BHANM 3TOr0 W He mpocuM — a OH mnpoxogut; OoJbIIe TOro:
OCTaHABJIMBAETCS, CTYYHT B JABepb yMa, CepAla, KU3HH BCEeMH
cOOBITHSIMH, BCeMH JIOAbMH, BCeMH Iepe;KMBaAaHMSMH, BCeM 0e3
HCKJIIOYEHHs, YeM IOJHA MOsl JHYHAsl KU3Hb, W KM3Hb Ka:KI0I0
BOKPYT, H BCeX, H BCEr0 MUPa M BCeJEHHON. A MbI He CJBIIINM Jaxe
CTYKa, Aaxe riaaca ['ocroaHs, U He OTBOpPSEM...

[lepeutem 3TOT pacckas. Xpucroc crpammaer: Yrto Tebe or Mens
Hy)kHO?.. MBI ObI OTBeTHIIN: Jla HMYETO MHE HE HYXHO, | ocmoam; Bce y
MeHS eCTb... Vau, Hao0opoT, Yero TOIbKO MHE HH HYXKHO — Oorarcrsa,
ciaBbl, IPyxObI, ThICSYM Bemlei, moavko He Ero u He Ero llapctBa. U
MO3TOMY M HE CJBIIIUM Mbl WIH CABIIUM Tak penako: «IIpospu! Tei ke
Bepyellb, Tl moBepmwi! Thl — Ha rpaHu 3pSAYECTH, TaK MPO3PHU KE, ITO B
TBOUX pykax!» He caplliuM MBI 3TOTO CIIOBa HE MOTOMY, YTO Y HAaC Kakasi-
TO TEOpETHYECKash Bepa OSCCHIIbHA, a IOTOMY YTO HUYETO HaM HE HY¥KHO,
MBI «3psun». Kak 3To crpamHo!

[lomymaem Bce Haln 3TUM NPHUCTAIBHO, MOKa €Ile MOXXHO IMPO3PETh U
YBUIIETb, KaKk Oorarta ciaBoil ®HU3Hb, Kak 01au30k ['ocmonk, kak cusier OH
CJIaBOM BEYHOCTH, Kak OeckoHedyHO OH CMHpEHEH, KPOTOK, OJIM30K K HaM,
KaK JISKUT 3TO cusHUe ['ocnofHe Ha KaXIOM JIHIE, KaK HAa UKOHE, ObeT
KIIIOYOM KHM3HH B KaKIOM COOBITHH, B K&KIOM 4YeJOBEKe, 30BET HAC!
Pazomknuce! OTkpo#t rmasa, oTKpoil cepaue, pa3oMkHHUCh! IlycTs Boms
TBOsI Oyner ruOkoif, cBobomnoit! Ilycte Teno TBoe OymeT, Kak 3emiis
Ooratast epea moceBoM 1'0CIIOTHUM, U TOT/IA KU3HB & 3
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3 & Oyner! Poxxnaercs )ku3Hb B YEIOBEKE M BOKPYI HETO IIUPHUTCA, KaK
CBET, KaK TEMJIo, KaK pajlocTh, KAK BEYHOCTh. Bece HAM 1aHO, M KaK MAJIO
MBI 3T0 OepeM... [laii Ham I'ocoab MyskecTBO OBITH NPaBAUBLIMH, H
mait Ham I'ocrioab pagocTh — pagocTh NMpo3perh!

AMUHB.
brnaxennsiit ®eodunakt bonrapckuii
Bo ums Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /yxa.

Bo Bpemst myTn I'ocioab coBepiaeT 4y/10 Ha/X cJIeNbIM,
nadbl m mnpoxoxiaenne Ero He ObuLI0 yuyeHMeM
0ecrosie3HbIM JUIs1 HAC M /ISl YYeHUKOB XPHCTOBBIX,
Aadbl MbI BO BCeM, BCET/1a M Be3/le NPHUHOCUHIIH I0JIb3Y,
a mpa3gHoOro y Hac He ObuL10 O0b1 HHM4Yero. Crenen
BepoBai, uto OH (Mucyc) ects oxugaembiii Xpuctoc (100, BEpOSTHO, KaK
BOCIIUTAHHBIA MEXAYy WYyIEsIMH, OH 3Hal, 4YTO XPHCTOC OT CEMEHH
JaBunoBa), 1 Kpuyall TPOMKUAM TonocoM: « Cwin [laguoos, nomumyi MeHsy.
U cnoBamu «nomumyii meusy» Bblpakan, 4To OH uMmeeT o Hem kakoe-To
00’KECTBEHHOE TOHSTHE, a HE CUUTAET MPOCTO uenoBekoM. lloanBuCh,
MoXKanyi, 1 HACTOMYMBOCTH €T'0 UCTIOBEAAHUS, KaK OH, HECMOTPS Ha TO, 4TO
MHOTHE YHHMAJIU €Tr0, He MOJIYall, a elle TpoMYe Kpuiai;, H0O ropsiYHOCTb
n3nytpu nsurana um. Ilocemy m Hucyc momssiBaer ero k Cebe, Kak
MOKCTHHE JAOCTOMHOrO MpHONM3NUThC K HeMy, u crnpammBaer ero: «uezo
mol xouewb om Mensn?» CrpammBaeT He TOTOMY, OynTo Obl HE 3HAET, HO
Ja0bl HAXOAALIMMCS TYT HE MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO TOT MMPOCHT O TOM, a OH nogaet
JIpyroe: TOT, HalpuMmep, NpocuT neHer, a OH, >xemas mokaszaTh CeOs,
ucuensier cienoty. 0o 3aBUCTh MOXKET KJIEBETaTh M TaKUM OE3yMHBIM
obpazom. Ilocemy ['ocnoapr crmpocuil, U KOTAa OTKPBUI, YTO OH JKENaeT
mpo3peTh, Mpo3peHne eMy U aaeT. CMOTPH M Ha OTCYTCTBHE TOPAOCTH.
«Bepa meos, — TOBOPHUT, — cnacia mebdsy, IOSIUKY Thl yBEpoBall, uTo S
ecMb mpomnoBeayemblid oHblM ChiH JlaBUI0B XPUCTOC, U BBICKA3aJl TaKyIO
TOPAYHOCTh, YTO HE MOJYaJ, HECMOTps Ha 3amperieHue. U3 cero Ml
Hay4yaeMcsi TOMY, YTO KOI/Ia MbI IPOCUM C BEPOI0, TO He TaK ObIBaeT,
4YTO MbI MPOCUM cero, a ['ocnogb mogaeT UHOe, HO HMEHHO TO CaMoe.
Ecu ke MBI IPOCHM cero, a moJiy4aeM MHOE, TO SIBHBII 3HAK, YTO MbI
NpocuM He J00pOro M He ¢ Bepow. «lIpocume, — CKa3aHO, — U He
noxyuaeme, nOmMoMy umo npocume ne na 0oopo» (Uax. 4, 3). [lpumeuait u
BJACTh: «po3pw». KTO M3 MPOPOKOB MCLENSI TaK, TO €CThb C TaKOO
Bracteio? OTCIO/Ia U TJac, MPOUCHISIINIA OT ucmunHozo ceéema (Moawn. 1,
6), cTais cBeTOM JUTst O0JIEHOTO. 3aMeTh 1 0J1aro1apHOCTh UcIeaeHHOT0. 1160
o nouren 3a Mucycom, cnas bora u npyrux pacrnosarast K mpoCIaBJICHHIO
Ero.

Amumno.
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“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14 . Can yOU fmd these Q N M z R WB E
AMinistry of the ls 0 ds in the i PRAY zZ | K A A J
Sunday, January 19, 2025 Volume 13, Issue 3 | Orthodox Christian Network . ' \:)/I(:;?S In the jum- AY R T v A NoCoT oM
Christ is all, and in all! ' FLAYA GULEUJQC
) Christ VSDTJ Wal HNXM
When you look around your ] Dionysios L THEQ BJ TJ B GA
lchulzcill, what (2(;) you setla? liois everybody 0 Divi§ion VPCRT OsYcREK
ook the same? Do you look the same as eve- ] Fasting MGS S S UoUWTUA
rybody else? [] Greek
-1 M O A T E K E E R GV L
, ' Humility
No, probably not, and that’s exactly what we ' Monastery DF NX S N ASTETRY
hear about today in the epistle reading. Saint ' Monks UGEF K Y GGUZVHG
Pau? tglls us that we 1.1ave to remember tl}at ' Olympus UDE I s QP F J KH.J
Christians are Christians. We try not to find Peace
. e (] P I WO F Y HOzZQ GWP
differences among us within the Church. He ' rayer F o E x p Qo x v v
writes, “Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircum-
cised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all.”
Lots of those words we might not know, but Saint Paul wants to tell us to - 5 ”
stop finding differences among us within the Church . We are all one, to- - WHAT S IN THE ICON?

gether in Christ!
Can you see what Saint Dionysios is

holding in his arm? It is a whole monas-
tery!

Now, look around your church again. You might know some kids who
were baptized as Orthodox Christians as babies, and you might know an-
other kid who was just baptized last week! You might know some poor
Christian and you might know a rich one. You might know a Greek and
you might know a German. In the epistle today, Saint Paul urges us all to
stop seeing divisions within the Church community. Remember, he
writes, “Christ is all, and in all!”

He is showing the monastery that he
started on Mount Olympus.
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Can you say hi to somebody today at church, somebody you don’t know? ‘ -
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SAINT DIONYSIOS OF MOUNT OLYMPUS
A SAINT WHO LOVED PEACE

Have you ever learned about
the ancient Greek gods? You know, Zeus
and Hera and Aphrodite and all the others?
Well, before people knew about our one -
true God, many people believed in these
false gods. And they believed their home
was Mount Olympus, in Greece.

Of course, now Greece is a Christian coun-
try. Do you know what is on that same
Mount Olympus? A special monastery that
honors a special saint, Dionysios, who loved
and worshiped our one, true God.

Even as a young man, Dionysios worked hard to grow close to God. He
prayed and fasted hard, and soon became a monk. He loved the peace
and quiet of time with God. Lots of people came to visit him because
they wanted his good advice. Later on, the monastery wanted Dionysios
to be in charge, but some people disagreed. Dionysios didn’t want any
fighting, so he left to go live way up on Mount Olympus.

Still, people found him there, and Dionysios helped the people as much
as he could. Even though he loved peace, he also knew that God wanted
him to use his special gifts. He started a monastery there, and many
men came to live there. They came to worship our one, true God on
Mount Olympus, right where ancient Greeks had worshiped the many
false Gods long ago.
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We celebrate St. Dionysios on Thursday, January 23rd (OC: Feb. 5th).
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Saint Dionysios, pray for us!
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