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EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 2
Sunday Before Theophany, (298) 2 Timothy 4:5-8

My SoN TIMOTHY, Be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am already being
poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to
me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Sunday Before Theophany, (1) Mark 1:1-8

THE BEGINNING: of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is
written in the Prophets: “Behold, I send My messenger before Your
face, who will prepare Your way before You.” “The voice of one
crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths
straight.”” John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. Then all the land of
Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all
baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his waist,
and he ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “There
comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am
not worthy to stoop down and loose. I indeed baptized you with water,
but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”




3 REFLECTION onTtHE SUNDAY GOSPEL
Sunday Before Theophany
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

On the Great Feast of Theophany, the Orthodox Church celebrates two major
events in the divine economy of salvation for mankind. First, the baptism of
Jesus Christ in the Jordan river by John. Second, the manifestation of God as
a Trinity of Three Persons.

“For thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” (Matthew 3:15)

The greatest wonder of all is that God condescended to become man after
man disobeyed Him. Ineffably, the Creator became one with His creation,
when One of the Trinity, specifically God the Son, was incarnate as the
Theanthropos (the God-Man), Jesus Christ.
Being a true human being, and as the One Who alone is all-good and without
sin, Jesus submitted in obedience to the very Law that He, the Law-Giver,
established. And, as the Righteous One He obeyed and fulfilled all the
commandments.
Thus, when the Prophet and Forerunner, John the Baptist, called upon the
faithful to confess their sins and be baptized, Jesus followed in obedience.
John knew, however, that Jesus did not need to repent and be baptized
because He was sinless and totally obedient to the Law.
Nonetheless, being obedient to all the commandments in righteousness,
Jesus chose as man to decisively reject sin and to be totally cleansed in the
water of the river.
Disobedience separates us from God, and sin makes us unclean and
incapable of being joined to God.
By His Incarnation (celebrated on March 25 as the Feast of the
Annunciation) and His Nativity (celebrated on December 25), the Son of
God joined human nature to divine nature, overcoming disobedience.
In all righteousness, obedient to the Law, through Baptism Jesus rejects sin
and cleanses creation from the consequence of disobedience and sin: death.
We now are called to union with God through Baptism and adoption; we are
called to righteousness by rejecting sin and disobedience; we are called to
receive eternal life in union with God.

“And behold, the heavens were opened unto Him.” (Matthew 3:16)

Once the heavens were closed to man through the sin of Adam; now the
heavens are opened to man through Christ fulfilling all righteousness.
Through our Baptism we are joined to Him Who joined Himself to us. In
Him we are joined to the One God in Three Persons: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. The Trinity was manifest to man at the Baptism of the Lord in the
Jordan to show us the great mystery of man in union with God.

Amen.

SUNDAY HOMILY 4
The Revelation of the Holy Trinity

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

In the Christian East the Baptism of our Lord receives the dominant
emphasis in the Church’s annual celebration of Theophany (commonly
called Epiphany in the West) on January 6. Yet this feast is celebrated,
moreover, as the manifestation of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

This emphasis is clear in the Troparion of the day: “When You, O Lord,
were baptized in the Jordan River, the worship of the Trinity was
manifest; for the voice of the Father bore witness to You, calling You His
beloved Son; and the Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed the truth of
His word. You Who appeared and enlightened the world, O Christ, glory
to You.”

The dogma of the Holy Trinity pertains to theology in the strict sense;
that is to say, theology meaning “knowledge of God.” The dogma of the
Holy Trinity is not part of the Church’s proclamation to the world. On the
contrary, it is a mystery shared only within the Body of the Church.
Indeed, it is revealed to the believer in the very act by which he joins the
Church, the initiatory mystery of Baptism. This is inferred in the Gospel
we read on this Sunday.

The Orthodox Church is essentially and absolutely Trinitarian. In fact,
the Trinitarian revelation at our Lord’s Baptism at the beginning of His
ministry (cf. Matthew 3:16-17) is paralleled at the close of it by a
corresponding command to baptize all nations “in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). The Church,
said Origen in the third century, is “full of the Holy Trinity.”

The dogma of the Holy Trinity affirms that God has revealed to the
human race His eternal inner life in two missions, in two sendings forth:
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son... God
sent forth the Spirit of his Son...” (Galatians 3:4-6).

That is to say, the Father revealed himself in His Son as a visible Man in
the external, categorical, documentable order of human history, and
likewise He has revealed Himself by the Holy Spirit in the internal,
transcendent order of transformed human consciousness. This is the
revelation that the Church celebrates in the feast of the Theophany.

Both aspects of this revelation of the Father are essential to the being of
the Church. First, by the horizontal, linear link by which, unto the end of
time, we are joined back to the historical Christ (“you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes”). Continued on page 5 =
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Continued from page 4 = Second, by the vertical, transcendent axis by
which we are joined at all times to the God who reigns above us and in
our hearts (“and behold, I am with you all days”). The cruciform
conjunction of these two revelatory lines, the horizontal and the vertical,
is the point where Christians live and worship.

The first of these dimensions is anamnetic; it is handed on and carried
forward in historical memory (“Do this in remembrance of me”). It is
Christological and Paschal. The second is epikletic and transcendent to
the limitations of history (““Oh that you would rend the heavens! That you
would come down!”). It is Preumatological and Pentecostal.

There are not two different “economies” of the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Both pertain to the single economy of redemption. Both the Son and the
Holy Spirit are necessary to our return to the Father. They are, in the
words of Irenaeus of Lyons, God’s two hands at work in this world.

In addition to His Baptism, other places in the life and ministry of Christ
our Lord also provided special settings for the revelation of the Holy
Trinity. Indeed, the Incarnation itself was such a setting, when God the
Father sent the Holy Spirit to overshadow the Virgin Mary so that she
conceived His Son in her womb (cf. Luke 1:35).

Likewise, this overshadowing Spirit descended on Jesus at His
Transfiguration, while the Father’s voice once again identified His Son
(cf. Luke 9:34ff). The same Trinitarian revelation took place in the
Resurrection, when the Father raised his Son by the power of the Holy
Spirit (¢f. Romans 8:11,; cf. 1:4).

And just as we are reborn in the Trinitarian name, many biographies of
Christians portray them invoking the Holy Trinity in the hour of their
death. By way of example, I may cite a memorable instance, which
occurred on the evening of May 25, 735, when the earliest historian of
the English people, Saint Bede the Venerable, went to God just after
Vespers of the Feast of the Ascension. A description of his death was left
us by his contemporary and fellow teacher, Cuthwin: “And thus, on the
floor of his cell, he chanted ‘Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit’ to its ending, and breathed his last.”

Amen.

Homily by Father Patrick Henry Reardon, a well-known Orthodox
pastor, homilist, writer, and teacher. He is pastor of All Saints’
Antiochian Orthodox Church in Chicago, Illinois, and a senior editor of
Touchstone Magazine.

ABOUT HOLY WATER 6
Holy Water and Its Use
Water is essential to life. But not only to physical survival: The true nature of
water has its destiny in the salvation of man and the world.

At its blessing, water is restored to its original state. The prayer at the blessing
of water reveals the true “nature” and “purpose” of water, and thus its divinely-
instituted purpose in the world.

Being restored through the blessing to its proper function, water becomes a
means of communion with God. Christ in His Baptism purified the nature of the
waters. He came to save not only humanity but, through transformation, all of
Creation.

A wonderful mystery is manifest at the blessing of water. God the Holy Spirit,
descending upon the water, changes its physical properties. It again becomes
incorrupt — remaining transformed and fresh for a very long time. Holy Water
has the grace of the Holy Spirit to heal illness, to repel demons, to preserve and
protect people and their homes, and to sanctify the faithful and various objects
including gardens and livestock as well as icons and holy items.

Jesus sanctified the Jordan River at His Baptism, and thus fish, plants, animals,
and the land itself was made holy through this water. Thus, following the
Blessing of Waters at Theophany, the priest distributes bottles of Holy Water for
the faithful to use in blessing their homes, gardens, and animals.

Every Orthodox family should have Holy Water at home, and use it in cases of
illness, when leaving on a trip, when a child is frightened by a bad dream, or if
someone feels threatened by evil influence or presence. Married couples do well
to sprinkle Holy Water in the home after a bitter argument.

In the Old Testament Book of Genesis, creation began when the Spirit of God
moved over the face of the waters. Thus, water and everything created is “very
good” (Genesis 1:31). When creation becomes corrupted through our sins, God
restores it by a new creation in Christ through the grace of the Holy Spirit.

The celebration of the Great Blessing of Water is an affirmation of this reality.
At Christ’s Baptism, He lifted the curse of Adam’s sin and restored the goodness
of God’s creation. When Christians are baptized, they are restored and sanctified
in Christ. When we bless our homes with Holy Water they, too, are restored and
“made holy.”

PATRISTIC WISDOM

Each believer as a person receives Baptism, governs his life by the holy
commandments, and becomes a partaker of the Bread that makes divine and of
the Cup. By these means Christ justified each one of us personally and restored
us to obedience to the heavenly Father. He renewed the human nature He took
from us, and by what He did and suffered in His Person united with our nature,
He revealed it as sanctified, justified and completely obedient to the Father.
Saint Gregory Palamas




7 A NEW YEAR'S RESOLVE ror REPENTANCE

The beginning of a new year is often regarded as the start of new beginnings,
a time when we make New Year’s resolutions.

But sometimes, our plans are misdirected focusing on what we desire and
what and think we can control. But not everything is within our control.

In today’s Gospel we hear the holy Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist John
preaching a different way, a baptism of repentance. That way is God’s way,
not my way. And His way will not be misdirected, nor will it fail.

Saint John the Baptist calls us to set aside our own wants want and our own
plans. He calls us to change our hearts to a new and better way of life.

This movement of changing heart is called metanoia, which literally means
a “change of nous.” It means turning around, going the other way, and taking
a new path. Specifically, it means to choose God’s path. For it is God Who
truly fulfills our desires and fills us with His everlasting life.

While on the road to Damascus, Saul pursued what he thought was right,
persecuting Christians. But encountering the Lord, he had a change of heart,
became a Christian himself, and was named Paul. This did not lead to an easy
life that Saint Paul might have wanted, but led to numerous struggles: he was
whipped, beaten, stoned, shipwrecked, and in constant danger.

In the Epistle reading today, we read a portion of his letter to Saint Timothy
in which he explains how that moment of repentance — change of heart —
opened him up to seeing life in a new way he never could have imagined:

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me
only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”

For his repentance, for taking the more narrow path, God granted Saint Paul
eternal life in the Kingdom of heaven. A far, far better life than anything that
could have resulted from his own desires.

And God will do likewise for us if we set aside our own ways and our own
will. If we choose repentance — a turn toward God and His will — Her will
grant us the very same.

The message of repentance that the Forerunner proclaimed remains constant.
We are encouraged to take the path of repentance, the one followed by Saint
Paul and every saint before us.

When we repent, Christ is waiting to baptize us with the Holy Spirit. Through
Scripture, the Church, and the saints, Christ is showing us how to walk this
path, a path we may not have considered, but one that will fill our hearts
more than our own desires will. A path that will fill us with God himself.

Amen.

HYMNS xttHe DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 3, Troparion (Resurrectional)
Let the heavens rejoice. * Let the earth be glad.  For the Lord has shown
strength with His arm. « He has trampled down death by death. *+ He has
become the first born of the dead. * He has delivered us from the depths of
hell, « and has granted to the world * great mercy.

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple, of the Midfeast of Pentecost
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, * fill my thirsting soul with the waters
of piety, as Thou didst cry to all: « “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and
drink.” » O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 4, Troparion (of the Forefeast)
The River Jordan was turned back by the mantle of Elisha, * after Elijah had
been taken up to heaven. « The waters were parted in two, * and the stream
became a dry path. « This was truly a type of baptism, * by which we pass
over the stream of life. * Christ has shone forth in the Jordan to sanctify the
waters.

Tone 3, Kontakion (Resurrectional)
On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One, ¢ leading us from
the gates of death. *« On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; * with the
Prophets and Patriarchs ¢ they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy

power.

Tone 4, Kontakion of the Temple, of the Midfeast of Pentecost
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, ¢ cried to all in the midst of the
feast of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We fall before
Thee and faithfully cry: « “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the Fountain
of our life.”

Tone 2, 1* Kontakion (of the Forefeast)
Glory... O Christ, in Thy compassion and infinite mercy, * Thou art coming
as a man to be baptized in the Jordan, ¢ in order to take away the many
transgressions of us all, ¢ clothing me in the garment of ancient glory * of
which I was cruelly stripped bare.

Tone 4, 2" Kontakion (of the Forefeast)
Both now... Today the Lord enters the Jordan and cries out to John: * “Do not
be afraid to baptize Me. * For | have come to save Adam, the first-formed

2

man.

Prokeimenon (Sunday Before Theophany)
O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. (Psalm 27:9a)
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€PISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 2
Sunday Before Theophany, (298) 2 Timothy 4:5-8

My SON TIMOTHY, Be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am already being
poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to
me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Sunday Before Theophany, (1) Mark 1:1-8

THE BEGINNING: of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is
written in the Prophets: “Behold, I send My messenger before Your
face, who will prepare Your way before You.” “The voice of one
crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths
straight.”” John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. Then all the land of
Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized
by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his waist, and
he ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “There comes
One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not
worthy to stoop down and loose. I indeed baptized you with water, but
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

7 A NEW YEAR'S RESOLVE ror REPENTANCE

The beginning of a new year is often regarded as the start of new beginnings,
a time when we make New Year’s resolutions.

But sometimes, our plans are misdirected focusing on what we desire and
what and think we can control. But not everything is within our control.

In today’s Gospel we hear the holy Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist John
preaching a different way, a baptism of repentance. That way is God’s way,
not my way. And His way will not be misdirected, nor will it fail.

Saint John the Baptist calls us to set aside our own wants want and our own
plans. He calls us to change our hearts to a new and better way of life.

This movement of changing heart is called metanoia, which literally means
a “change of nous.” It means turning around, going the other way, and taking
a new path. Specifically, it means to choose God’s path. For it is God Who
truly fulfills our desires and fills us with His everlasting life.

While on the road to Damascus, Saul pursued what he thought was right,
persecuting Christians. But encountering the Lord, he had a change of heart,
became a Christian himself, and was named Paul. This did not lead to an
easy life that Saint Paul might have wanted, but led to numerous struggles:
he was whipped, beaten, stoned, shipwrecked, and in constant danger.

In the Epistle reading today, we read a portion of his letter to Saint Timothy
in which he explains how that moment of repentance — change of heart —
opened him up to seeing life in a new way he never could have imagined:

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me
only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”

For his repentance, for taking the more narrow path, God granted Saint Paul
eternal life in the Kingdom of heaven. A far, far better life than anything that
could have resulted from his own desires.

And God will do likewise for us if we set aside our own ways and our own
will. If we choose repentance — a turn toward God and His will — Her will
grant us the very same.

The message of repentance that the Forerunner proclaimed remains constant.
We are encouraged to take the path of repentance, the one followed by Saint
Paul and every saint before us.

When we repent, Christ is waiting to baptize us with the Holy Spirit. Through
Scripture, the Church, and the saints, Christ is showing us how to walk this
path, a path we may not have considered, but one that will fill our hearts
more than our own desires will. A path that will fill us with God himself.

Amen.




ABOUT HOLY WATER 6
Holy Water and Its Use
Water is essential to life. But not only to physical survival: The true nature of
water has its destiny in the salvation of man and the world.

At its blessing, water is restored to its original state. The prayer at the blessing
of water reveals the true “nature” and “purpose” of water, and thus its divinely-
instituted purpose in the world.

Being restored through the blessing to its proper function, water becomes a
means of communion with God. Christ in His Baptism purified the nature of the
waters. He came to save not only humanity but, through transformation, all of
Creation.

A wonderful mystery is manifest at the blessing of water. God the Holy Spirit,
descending upon the water, changes its physical properties. It again becomes
incorrupt — remaining transformed and fresh for a very long time. Holy Water
has the grace of the Holy Spirit to heal illness, to repel demons, to preserve and
protect people and their homes, and to sanctify the faithful and various objects
including gardens and livestock as well as icons and holy items.

Jesus sanctified the Jordan River at His Baptism, and thus fish, plants, animals,
and the land itself was made holy through this water. Thus, following the
Blessing of Waters at Theophany, the priest distributes bottles of Holy Water for
the faithful to use in blessing their homes, gardens, and animals.

Every Orthodox family should have Holy Water at home, and use it in cases of
illness, when leaving on a trip, when a child is frightened by a bad dream, or if
someone feels threatened by evil influence or presence. Married couples do well
to sprinkle Holy Water in the home after a bitter argument.

In the Old Testament Book of Genesis, creation began when the Spirit of God
moved over the face of the waters. Thus, water and everything created is “very
good” (Genesis 1:31). When creation becomes corrupted through our sins, God
restores it by a new creation in Christ through the grace of the Holy Spirit.

The celebration of the Great Blessing of Water is an affirmation of this reality.
At Christ’s Baptism, He lifted the curse of Adam’s sin and restored the goodness
of God’s creation. When Christians are baptized, they are restored and sanctified
in Christ. When we bless our homes with Holy Water they, too, are restored and
“made holy.”

PATRISTIC WISDOM

Each believer as a person receives Baptism, governs his life by the holy
commandments, and becomes a partaker of the Bread that makes divine and of
the Cup. By these means Christ justified each one of us personally and restored
us to obedience to the heavenly Father. He renewed the human nature He took
from us, and by what He did and suffered in His Person united with our nature,
He revealed it as sanctified, justified and completely obedient to the Father.
Saint Gregory Palamas

3 REFLECTION onTHE SUNDAY GOSPEL
Sunday Before Theophany

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

On the Great Feast of Theophany, the Orthodox Church celebrates two major
events in the divine economy of salvation for mankind. First, the baptism of
Jesus Christ in the Jordan river by John. Second, the manifestation of God as
a Trinity of Three Persons.

“For thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” (Matthew 3:15)

The greatest wonder of all is that God condescended to become man after
man disobeyed Him. Ineffably, the Creator became one with His creation,
when One of the Trinity, specifically God the Son, was incarnate as the
Theanthropos (the God-Man), Jesus Christ.
Being a true human being, and as the One Who alone is all-good and without
sin, Jesus submitted in obedience to the very Law that He, the Law-Giver,
established. And, as the Righteous One He obeyed and fulfilled all the
commandments.
Thus, when the Prophet and Forerunner, John the Baptist, called upon the
faithful to confess their sins and be baptized, Jesus followed in obedience.
John knew, however, that Jesus did not need to repent and be baptized
because He was sinless and totally obedient to the Law.
Nonetheless, being obedient to all the commandments in righteousness,
Jesus chose as man to decisively reject sin and to be totally cleansed in the
water of the river.
Disobedience separates us from God, and sin makes us unclean and
incapable of being joined to God.
By His Incarnation (celebrated on March 25 as the Feast of the
Annunciation) and His Nativity (celebrated on December 25), the Son of
God joined human nature to divine nature, overcoming disobedience.
In all righteousness, obedient to the Law, through Baptism Jesus rejects sin
and cleanses creation from the consequence of disobedience and sin: death.
We now are called to union with God through Baptism and adoption; we are
called to righteousness by rejecting sin and disobedience; we are called to
receive eternal life in union with God.

“And behold, the heavens were opened unto Him.” (Matthew 3:16)

Once the heavens were closed to man through the sin of Adam; now the
heavens are opened to man through Christ fulfilling all righteousness.
Through our Baptism we are joined to Him Who joined Himself to us. In
Him we are joined to the One God in Three Persons: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. The Trinity was manifest to man at the Baptism of the Lord in the
Jordan to show us the great mystery of man in union with God.

Amen.
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The Revelation of the Holy Trinity

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

In the Christian East the Baptism of our Lord receives the dominant
emphasis in the Church’s annual celebration of Theophany (commonly
called Epiphany in the West) on January 6. Yet this feast is celebrated,
moreover, as the manifestation of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

This emphasis is clear in the Troparion of the day: “When You, O Lord,
were baptized in the Jordan River, the worship of the Trinity was
manifest,; for the voice of the Father bore witness to You, calling You His
beloved Son; and the Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed the truth of
His word. You Who appeared and enlightened the world, O Christ, glory
to You.”

The dogma of the Holy Trinity pertains to theology in the strict sense;
that is to say, theology meaning “knowledge of God.” The dogma of the
Holy Trinity is not part of the Church’s proclamation to the world. On the
contrary, it is a mystery shared only within the Body of the Church.
Indeed, it is revealed to the believer in the very act by which he joins the
Church, the initiatory mystery of Baptism. This is inferred in the Gospel
we read on this Sunday.

The Orthodox Church is essentially and absolutely Trinitarian. In fact,
the Trinitarian revelation at our Lord’s Baptism at the beginning of His
ministry (cf. Matthew 3:16-17) is paralleled at the close of it by a
corresponding command to baptize all nations “in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). The Church,
said Origen in the third century, is “full of the Holy Trinity.”

The dogma of the Holy Trinity affirms that God has revealed to the
human race His eternal inner life in two missions, in two sendings forth:
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son... God
sent forth the Spirit of his Son...” (Galatians 3:4-6).

That is to say, the Father revealed himself in His Son as a visible Man in
the external, categorical, documentable order of human history, and
likewise He has revealed Himself by the Holy Spirit in the internal,
transcendent order of transformed human consciousness. This is the
revelation that the Church celebrates in the feast of the Theophany.

Both aspects of this revelation of the Father are essential to the being of
the Church. First, by the horizontal, linear link by which, unto the end of
time, we are joined back to the historical Christ (“you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes”). Continued on page 5 =
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Continued from page 4 = Second, by the vertical, transcendent axis by
which we are joined at all times to the God who reigns above us and in
our hearts (“and behold, I am with you all days”). The cruciform
conjunction of these two revelatory lines, the horizontal and the vertical,
is the point where Christians live and worship.

The first of these dimensions is anamnetic; it is handed on and carried
forward in historical memory (“Do this in remembrance of me”). It is
Christological and Paschal. The second is epikletic and transcendent to
the limitations of history (““Oh that you would rend the heavens! That you
would come down!”). It is Preumatological and Pentecostal.

There are not two different “economies” of the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Both pertain to the single economy of redemption. Both the Son and the
Holy Spirit are necessary to our return to the Father. They are, in the
words of Irenaeus of Lyons, God’s two hands at work in this world.

In addition to His Baptism, other places in the life and ministry of Christ
our Lord also provided special settings for the revelation of the Holy
Trinity. Indeed, the Incarnation itself was such a setting, when God the
Father sent the Holy Spirit to overshadow the Virgin Mary so that she
conceived His Son in her womb (cf. Luke 1:35).

Likewise, this overshadowing Spirit descended on Jesus at His
Transfiguration, while the Father’s voice once again identified His Son
(cf. Luke 9:34ff). The same Trinitarian revelation took place in the
Resurrection, when the Father raised his Son by the power of the Holy
Spirit (¢f: Romans 8:11,; cf. 1:4).

And just as we are reborn in the Trinitarian name, many biographies of
Christians portray them invoking the Holy Trinity in the hour of their
death. By way of example, | may cite a memorable instance, which
occurred on the evening of May 25, 735, when the earliest historian of
the English people, Saint Bede the Venerable, went to God just after
Vespers of the Feast of the Ascension. A description of his death was left
us by his contemporary and fellow teacher, Cuthwin: “And thus, on the
floor of his cell, he chanted ‘Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit’ to its ending, and breathed his last.”

Amen.

Homily by Father Patrick Henry Reardon, a well-known Orthodox
pastor, homilist, writer, and teacher. He is pastor of All Saints’
Antiochian Orthodox Church in Chicago, Illlinois, and a senior editor of
Touchstone Magazine.
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Hauano Eeancenus Hucyca Xpucma, Cwina booicus, kax HAnucamo y
npopoxos: eéom, A noceiraro Aneera Moezo npeo auyem Teoum, Komopwiii
npucomosum nyms Teoti nped Toborw. [nac eonurowezo 6 nycmoine:
npucomosbme nymo Iocnody, npameimu coenavme cmesu Emy. Heuncs
Hoann, xpecms 6 mycmvine u nponoseoys Kpeujenue HNOKAAHUSA O0JA
npowjenus epexos. M ewvixoounu k Hemy 6ca cmpana Hyoeiickas u
Hepycanumnane, u kpecmuauco om Hez2o 6ce 6 pexe Hopoane, ucnogeoys
epexu ceou. Moanu dce HoCUn 00excOy U3 6eponiodcbe2o 80a0ca U NosC
KOJCAHBLU HA 4peciiax C80Ux, U el akpuovl u ouxuil méo. ¥ nponogedosar,
eosopsi: uoém 3a muow Cunvhetwui mens, y Komopoeo s nedocmoun,
HAaKIOHUBWUUCH, PA38S3aMb pemenb 00y6u E2o; s kpecmua éac 600010, a On
byodem kpecmumo sac J{yxom Ceamoim (Mx. 1, 1-8).

peuerHoe uepes npopokos, umo On Hazopeem napevemces (M. 2, 13-23).

brnaxennsiit ®eodunakt bonrapckuit
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /yxa.

3auano esancenus Hucyca Xpucma, Cevina boowcus:
AKO0JICe eCmb NUCAHO 80 npopoyex: ce A3 noculnaro anzena
Moezo npeo nuyem Teoum, udce yeomosum nyms Teou
npeod Toboro. [nac sonurowazo 6 nycmvinu: y2omosaime
nymo I'ocnodens, npagvl meopume cmesu Eeo. NoanHa,
MOCIIEAHETO U3 MPOPOKOB, EBAHTEIUCT MPEACTABIAECT HAYAIOM E€BAHIENNA
ChiHa boxys: TOTOMY YTO KOHell BeTX0I0 eCTh Ha4aJI0 HOBOT'0 3aBeTa.
Uro kacaercs cBuaeTenscTBa 0 [Ipenrede, To OHO B3ATO U3 IBYX MPOPOKOB,
— n3 Manaxuu (3, 1): ce A3 nmoceuiaio anrena Moero u Npu3pHT Ha MyTh
npen smieM Moum, — u u3 Mcanu (40, 3): riac BONHMIOIIATO B MTyCTHIHA U
npoyee. 9to — cnoBa bora Otma k CeiHy. OH umenyer Ilpeareuy
AHTeJIOM 32 ero AHreJbCKYI0 H TNOYTH OeCIVIOTHYH JKM3Hb, W 32
BO3BelLlleHHE M yKa3aHue rpsigymero Xpucra. MoaHH yroTtoBisul myTb
l'ocnonens, MpUrOTOBISS, MOCPEACTBOM KpELIEHHA, AYIIH HYJEEB K
npunstaio Xpucra. Ilpex nunem TBouM — 3HaunT: Onu3ok k Tebe anren
TBoli. DTuM o3HauaeTcs polcTBeHHas Om3ocTh [Ipenteun ko Xpucry, Tak
KaK | MpeJ HapsSMH IIECTBYIOT NPEHMMYILECTBEHHO POACTBEHHBIE OCOOBI.
I'mac Bommromiaro B IyCTBIHM, TO €CTh, B IycThiHEe MopnmaHckoil, a emie
OoJiee B CHHArore MyAeHCKo, KoTopast ObUIa IycTa B OTHOILICHHUH K 100Dy .
[IyTe 03HA4aeT HOBBIH 3aBET, a CTE3U — BETXUH, KAK HEOJHOKPATHO ¥ 2
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2 @ HapymaeMslii nynesimu. K myTu, To ecTh, K HOBOMY 3aBETY OHU JI0JIKHBI
OBUTH IPUTOTOBUTHCS, @ CTE3U BETXOTO UCIPABUTh: HOO XOTS APEBJE OHU
NPUHSUIA MX, HO BIIOCIEACTBHHM COBPATWIHCH CO CT€3eH CBOMX H
3201y TUIINCH.

bvicmv Hoann kpecmsiil 8 nycmuiHu, U Nponogeodas KpewjeHue NOKAsHus 60
omnyujenue epexos. U ucxoocoawe x HeMmy 6cs UyOelckass cmpaua, u
uepycanumaane: u Kpewaxycs ecu 6o Hopoare peye om Hezo, ucnoseoaroue
epexu cgos. I0aHHOBO KpellleHue HE UMEIIO OTIYIICHUS I'PEXO0B, & BBOAUIO
s moned onHo mnokasHue. Ho kak ke Mapk TOBOpPUT 34€Ch: 60
omnyweHnue 2pexog? Ha 310 oTBeuaem, uto HoaHH mnpomnoBenoBai
KpelICHUE MOKasHUA. A 3Ta MPONOBEb K YeMy Besa? K OTIYLIECHUIO TPEXOB,
TO ©CTh, KO KPCUICHHIO XPHCTOBY, KOTOPOE 3aKJII0Uano yxke B cebe u
oTnyieHue rpexoB. Koraa Mel roBopuM, HalIpuMep, YTO TAKOH-TO MPUILIET
Mpea apeM, MoBesieBasi NPUTrOTOBUTD MHUILY JUIS Lapsi: TO pa3yMeeM, U4To
WCTIOJTHSIOIINE ATO MOBEJICHNE OBIBAIOT 00JIar0/IeTEIbCTBOBAHBI IapeM. Tak
u 3aech. Ilpeareua mpomoBenoBas KpelleHUe MOKASTHUA IJsl TOrO,
4yTo0bl JIIOAM, NOKASIBIIMCh M NPUHABIIHK XPHUCTA, MNOJYYHIH
0CTaBJIeHHE TPEXOB.

be sice Hoann obonuen enacol 6envbOIym#cou, u nosic yCMeH 0 Ypeciex e2o, u
A0bill akpuosl U meod Oousuti. Mbl yke TOBOPHIM 00 3TOM B €BaHTEIIUU OT
Mardes: Teneps xe CKaKeM TOJIBKO O TOM, YTO TaM OIMYIICHO, IMEHHO, YTO
HoanHoBa ofie1a Oblla 3HAMEHHEM CETOBAaHHUS, W MPOPOK MOKA3hIBAT
TaKUM 00pa3oM, YTO KAOIIEMYyCs O/DKHO IUIAKaTh, TaK KaK BPETHUINE
OOBIKHOBCHHO CITY)KHT 3HAKOM IUTa4ya: KOXKAHBIM JKe TMOsIC O3Haval
OMEPTBEJIOCTh MYACHCKOTO Hapoaa. A UTO CHsl OJICXK/a O3HAvaNa 1miay, 00
3TOM TOBOPHUT caM ['OCTIOMb: niakaxom 6am u He pvloacme, Ha3bIBas 37€Ch
ayeM ku3Hb [Ipeareun: moToMy YTO jaanee TOBOPUT npuude Hoann nu
A0bil, HU nus, u 2razoneme: beca umame (Mamep. 11, 18). PaBHO muia
HNoanHoBa, yka3biBasi 37e¢Ch, KOHCYHO, HA BO3JCp)KaHUE, Oblla BMECTE U
00pa3oM IyXOBHOW MHUIIM TOTJANIHUX HUYJECB, KOTOPHIC HE ST YMCTBIX
MTHUI] HEOECHBIX, TO €CTh HE MOMBIIUISIIA HH O Y€M BBICOKOM, a MUTATUCH
TOJBKO CJIOBOM BO3BBIIICHHBIM W HANpaBICHHBIM TOpe, HO OMATh
yraaaromum aoiy. Moo capanya (akpuabl) €CTh TAKOE HACEKOMOE, KOTOPOE
MPBIracT BBEPX, a IOTOM OITATh MAJaeT HA 3eMITI0. PaBHBIM 00pa3oM Hapoa
el ¥ MeJT POU3BOIUMBIH MYETIaMH, TO €CTh IPOPOKAMH: HO OH OCTABAJICS Y
Hero 0e3 yxoma W He OBUT yMHOXKaeM YrIyOJICHHEM W MPaBHIbHBIM
pasyMeHHeM, XOTSI €BPEeH U IyMajd, YTO OHH Pa3yMEIOT U TMOCTUTAIOT
nmucanue. OHU UMENY MUCAHUS, Kak Obl HEKOTOPBIA MeJI: HO HE TPY/IHUITUCH
Ha/l HUMHU ¥ HE UCCIICAOBAITH HX.

U nponogedaute, enazons: epadem Kpenautl MeHe, 80 clled MeHe, emydice
HecMb 00CMOUH NPEKIOHCS paspewumu pemens canoe Eeo. A3 y6o & 3
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2 ¥ kpecmux bl 6000i0;, mou dce kpecmum vl J{yxom Cesmoim. 51,
TOBOPHUT, HEJIOCTOMH OBITh JJaK€ CAMBIM ITOCIEAHUM padOM €ro, KOTOPBIH
OBl pa3pelIm peMeHb, TO €CTh, y3€ll Ha PEeMHE canoroB ero. [loHumaroT
BIIPOYEM H TaK: BCE MPHUXOAWBINNE H KpecTuBIMecs oT HMoaHHa
pa3pemairuch MOCPECTBOM IMOKASHUS OT y3 IPEX0OB CBOUX, KOT/Ia BEPOBAIH
Bo Xpucra. Takum obOpazom HMoaHH y Bcex paspeliall peMHH U y3bI
rpexoBHEIC: a y Mucyca He MOT pa3pemuTh TaKOTO PEMHS, TOTOMY YTO Y
HETO M HE HallleN Cero PeMHSs, TO €CTh, Tpexa.

Amumno.

[Iporouepeit Anekcanap lllapryHos

Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo [{yxa.

S B Hesemo npes Borossiennem, mpexie 4eM Mbl BCTYIIHM B
Mpa3AHUK Ha BOJax, rae OTKpbiBaercs TaiiHa IlpecBsaTon
Tpouusl, CsaTas LlepkoBb HANOMUHAET 0 TOM, KAK MbI
JOJIKHBI TOATOTOBMTHCA K 3TOMY AHIO. MBI CIBIIINM
EBanrenue or Mapka, camble nepBble €ro cinoBa: «Hauano
Eeaneenus I'ocnooa Hucyca Xpucmay.

CBsATBIC OTLHI OOpAIAIOT HAllle BHUMAHKUE Ha TO, YTO KaXI0€ M3 YETBIPEX
EBanrenuii HauMHaeTcs C pasHBIX OTHPABHBIX TOYEK. A Ha4aJio
EBanresmmsa or Mapka - Kpemenne I'ocmogne. bor, craBmmii
4eJIOBEKOM, SIBJISIET COBEPIIEHCTBO YesioBeka. U B KpeleHNn KazKabIi
U3 HAC CTAHOBUTCS NMOA00HBIM Xpucty no aapy Ero.

A rne ana Hac Havano EBanrenus? s Bepylomero 4YejioBeKa
EBanrenue HauuHaercs, Koraa XpHUCTOC BXOAMT B €ro YM M cepjue
Csoelii 0s1arogatb10. Mbl y3HaéM, YTO €CTh KU3Hb BEUHAs, €CTh UCTUHHBIN
bor, craBmuit uenosexoM. Bee TaliHbI HAlIETO CIACEHMS], 3aIICUATICHHBIC B
4yeTblpeX EBaHrenusx, OTKPBIBAIOTCS HaM, KOTJa MBI OJIaroJjaTHO
MpHOOIaeMCs TallHEe HAIIETO POXKACHUS OT BOAHI 1 Jlyxa.

Kak rosoput npopok Manaxusi: «Bom, A nocwviraio Aneena Moezo npeo
auyem Teoum, komopwiti npueomosum nymo Teoii nped Toborwy. CesToi
Noann [Ipeareua HazbiBaeTCs AHTEIOM, TOTOMY YTO OH, OOJIBINNH U3 BCEX,
POXIEHHBIX JKEHAMH, «cnodobuswutics kocnymucs eepxy Teopya mupay,
NepBBIN U3 JI0JeH, KoTophlil yBUIUT sBieHue bora [IpecssToit Tpouisl Bo
cBatoM KpemieHun. DTOT 4elOBEK HA3bIBACTCSI AHTEIOM, IOTOMY YTO OH
MEPBBIM U3 JIIOJCH MOKa3bIBaeT, umo bor MOXeT caenarh ¢ 4eIoBEeKOM, -
BOCCTaHOBHUTH €ro OeccMepTHOE, HeOeCHOE, aHTeIbCKOE TOCTOMHCTBO.

OH 3HaeT CBOMM TPUALIATWIETHUM IIOJJBUTOM MOJIUTBBI B IIyCTBIHE, YTO BCE,
YTO B MHUpPE CYIIECTBYET, - OT bora. Bc€, uTo moau narot apyr apyry, oHu
ot bora Gepyrt. [ToaTromy oH Beck ycTpemiieH k bory. YV Hero Het & 4
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3 % cTpaxa, HOTOMY YTO OH 3HAET, YTO HUKTO HUYErO HE MOXKET CAENIaTh Ha
3emite, ecu bor e momyctut pagu CBoeii 61aroii nenu.

[Ipeareya roBopuT 00 HCIOTHEHWH MpopouecTBa: «l1ac eonuiowezo 8
nycmoine: npuzomogvme nymuv I ocnody, npsamvimu coenavime cmesu Emyy.
Uro Takoe «myctbiaa»? Hapon npuxoaut k Ilpearede B mycThIHIO, YTOOBI
WCTIOBEIOBaTh Tpexu cBou. Ho 31ech ecTh OONBIIMIA CMBICI. DTO IyLIH
yenoBeueckrue, He umeromme bora. IlycTelHA - 3TO Bce 4emoBEUECTBO,
KOTOpOE UCCOXJIO OT IPEXOB, KaK JUIICHHAs KaIlull BIard 3eMJIA.

«Aeuncsa Hoann, kxpecms @ nycmulte u nponogeoyst KpeujeHue noKasaHus OJis
npowenus epexosy. llouemy npornosenp MoanHa Oblia CTONb ACHCTBEHHOM,
Y TOJIIIBI BEIXOWJIM CIIYIIATh €Tro U MpuHUManu Kpemienne, koTopoe ObLIO
TOJILKO TEHBIO TOTO, YTO COBEpIIACTCS CErofHs? OTO OBLT 4YEIOBEK,
KOTOPBIN MOUCTHUHE 00 bora M KOTOPBIH MOUCTUHE KUIT 01aror0 BECTHIO
0 crmaceHur. He TOJBKO €ro ciioBa - BCsS €ro KH3Hb ObLIa OOJIMYCHHEM
COBpeMEHHOU eMy >XKu3HH. IIyCThIHS, B KOTOPOM OH KWJ, €ro OACKIa U3
BepOIIOXKBET0 BOJIOCA, U TMOSIC KOXKAHBIA Ha YpeciiaX (MMEIOIInUe MSTKHUE
OJICX/IBI KHUBYT BO JBOpIAaX, TOBOPUT XPHUCTOC), W MHINA OCITHEHIINX U3
OCITHBIX - aKPHUJIBI M TUKUW MEJ] - BCE 3TO CBUACTEILCTBYET O €0 BEIIMKOH
MPOCTOTE U MPUYACTHOCTHU CTPAJAHUSIM HAPOJIa, €r0 HUILETE.

[lorpyxenne B MopaaHCcKyro Boay He OBLIO HOBBEIM OOpPSIIOM, HO CBOUM
npopodectBoM llpenreua npunaer emy HOBEIM cMbIci. Ho camoe ri1aBHoe
- 1 B 3TOM Bcé ciyxkeHue [Ipenreun - BeTHUM IJ1aCOM OH BO3BEIIAET,
yro Beaex ero uger Hekro, Kortopelii B jeiicTBHTeIBHOCTH
CuabHelinmii ero. HacTONbKO CHIBHEHINMI, YTO OH CYMTaeT ceOs
HEJIOCTOWHBIM HWCIIOJNHUTH CIyXeHHe pada - HAKJIOHWBIINCH, Pa3BA3aTh
pemenb o0yBu Ero: «f kpewsy sac 6 60de, o Ou 6yoem Kpecmumbv 8dc
Ilyxom Cesasmuimy.

l'ocnoge mokaxer, uto 3HauuT Ero Kpemenuwe. Bomoro m Kpossto,
HCTEKAIOUIMMHU U3 IPOOOIEHHOTO KomreM pedpa, Booro U Jlyxom CBATHIM,
orHeM IlarunecsaTHuIbl. MBI, CBAILIEHHUKH, KPECTUM CETOAHSI TOKE BOAOKO,
HO ['ocnogs, KoTopslit MIET Bepenn KaxJoro 4eaoBeKa, Yepe3 CMEepTh U
Bockpecenne mpucyTCcTBYyeT Bcerfa cpeid TauHCTBa LlepkBH M KpecTHT
Bcex Jlyxom CeareiM. Korzma Mbl MpOW3HOCHM CTpalllHbIE, CBATHIE CIIOBA,
Hebo coueraercs ¢ 3emuel, bor coenunsercs ¢ yenosekom. Ho mpunstue
3TOrO Japa HaMHU ¥ TEMH, KTO BXOAMT B BOJY, 3aBUCUT OT TOT0, HACKOJIBKO
MBI BC€, CTOSIINE 3/IECh, OKA3bIBAEMCSI TOCTOMHBIMH 3THX CJIOB.

Amumno.
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3 % cTpaxa, HIOTOMY YTO OH 3HA€T, YTO HUKTO HUYETO HE MOKET CAENIaTh Ha
3emite, ecu bor He momyctut pagu CBoeii 61aroii nenu.

[Ipeareya roBopuT 00 HMCHOJIHEHHH NpopodecTBa: «Inac gonuiowujezo 6
nycmoine: npueomogome nymo 1 0ocnooy, npamvimu coenatime cmesu Emyy.
UYro Takoe «mycteins»? Hapox npuxomgut k [Ipearede B myCTBIHIO, YTOOBI
UCTIOBEIOBaTh Tpexu cBou. Ho 3mech ectb Oomplmii cMbIca. DTO AyIId
yenoBeueckrue, He umeromue bora. [lycTeHS - 3TO BCce 4enOBEUECTBO,
KOTOpOE UCCOXJIO OT IPEXOB, KaK JUIICHHAs KaIlull BIard 3eMJIA.

«Aesuncsa Hoann, kpecms 6 nycmoine u nponosedys Kpeujenue noKasanus 0jis
npowenus epexogy. llouemy nponoseas Moanna Oblia cTOIb IEHCTBEHHOH,
W TOJIIIBI BEIXOJWIIN CIyIIaTh ero U npuHuManu Kperienue, kKotopoe ObU10
TONBKO TEHBIO TOTO, YTO COBEpINAETCA CEerogHs? OTo ObUT YeNOBeK,
KOTOPBIii MOMCTHHE JF00MT bora v KOTOPBII HOMCTHHE >KUIT 0J1arol0 BECTHIO
0 cnaceHun. He TonbKO ero ciioBa - BCs €ro KHM3Hb Oblia OOIMYCHHEM
COBpEMEHHOU eMy KU3HHU. IIycThIHSA, B KOTOPOU OH KWJI, €r0 OJeXKJa U3
BepOIIOKBET0 BOJIOCA, M TOSC KOXKAaHBIA Ha 4peciax (MMEOIIHe MSTKUE
OJIeXKIbl KUBYT BO JBOPLAX, TOBOPUT XPHUCTOC), U MUIIA OCTHEUIINX U3
OeIHBIX - aKpUABl U TUKUI MeJ - BCE 3TO CBHICTEIBCTBYET O €r0 BEIHUKOM
MIPOCTOTE U MPUYACTHOCTH CTPaJaHUSAM HApPOJIa, €r0 HUILETE.

[lorpyxenne B MopaaHckyto Bogy HE OBUIO HOBBIM OOPSIOM, HO CBOUM
npopodectBoM lIpeareua npuaaer emy HOBBIN cMbIci. Ho camoe ri1aBHoe
- ¥ B 3TOM Bcé cay:kenue [Ipeareyu - BeJJMUM IJ1acOM OH BO3BeIIAeT,
yro Beaex ero uaer Hekto, Koropeli B jeiicTBHTENBbHOCTH
CuiabHelnnii ero. HacTombko CHNBHEHIINM, YTO OH CYMTAET cels
HEJIOCTOWHBIM HUCIOJIHHUTH CIIy’)KeHHE pada - HAKIOHUBIIUCH, Pa3BsA3aTh
pemenb o0yBu Ero: «A xpewy 6ac 6 6ode, Ho On 6ydem Kpecmumo 8dc
Ilyxom Cesamuimy.

l'ocnoge moxaxer, uyto 3HauuT Ero Kpemenue. Bomoro u Kpossio,
WCTEKAIOUIMMU 13 MPOOOACHHOT0 KonueM pedpa, Bogoto u Jlyxom CBSThIM,
orHeM [latuaecarHuisl. Mbl, CBSIIEHHUKH, KPECTUM CETOHS TOKE BOAOIO,
HO ['ociogs, KoTopslil HAET Bepeayn KaXxa0ro 4elnoBeKka, Yepe3 CMEPTh U
Bockpecenne npucyTcTByeT Bcerna cpeau TauHCTBa LlepkBM M KpecTHT
Bcex Jlyxom CBsaTeiM. Korna Mel IpOM3HOCHUM CTpAIlIHBIE, CBATHIE CIOBA,
Hebo coderaercs ¢ 3emieil, bor coeaunsercs ¢ yenoBexoM. Ho npunsitue
3TOrO Jjapa HaMH M TEMH, KTO BXOJUT B BOJY, 3aBHCHUT OT TOT'0, HACKOJIBKO
MBI BC€, CTOSAIINE 3/IECh, OKA3bIBAEMCSI TOCTOMHBIMH 3THX CJIOB.

Amumno.

5 Ansapea 2025 a. 1

Hauano Eeancenus Hucyca Xpucma, Cwina boorxcus, kax unanucamo y
npopoxos: eéom, A nocwvlnar Aneena Moeeo npeo auyem Teoum, Komopuiii
npucomosum nyms Teou npeo Toborw. [nac seonurowezo 6 nycmvine:
npucomosbme nymov 1ocnody, npsmeimu coeraiime cmesu Emy. Heuncs
Hoann, kpecms 6 nycmvine u nponogedys KpeuwjeHue NOKAAHUs O0/a
npowjenus epexos. M evixoounu K Hemy 6csi cmpana Hyoeiickas u
Hepycanumnane, u kpecmunucoy om He2o éce 6 peke HMopoane, ucnogeoys
epexu ceou. Hoann sce nHocun ooexncoy u3 6epOndicLe2o 6010ca U HOsC
KOJICAHBLU HA YPeciax ceoux, u el akpuovl u ouxui méo. ¥ nponogedosar,
eosops: uoém 3a muoio CunvHetiwuti mens, y Komopoeo si nedocmoun,
HAaKJIOHUBUUCH, PA36A3aMb pemens 00yeu Eeo, s kpecmun éac 60doio, a On
byodem kpecmumo sac J{yxom Ceamoim (Mx. 1, 1-8).

peuerHoe uepes npopokos, umo On Hazopeem napewemces (M. 2, 13-23).

brnaxennsiit ®eodunakt bonrapckuii
Bo ums Omya u Ceina u Ceéamoeo /yxa.

"ﬁ 3auano esaneenus Hucyca Xpucma, Cotna booicus: sskooice

nped auyem Teoum, udxce yeomosum nyms Tgou nped
Toboro. Inac eonutowazo 6 nycmelnu. y20mosatime nymao
Tocnooenv, npaevr meopume cmesu Eeo. WoaHHa,
MOCJIEAHETO U3 MIPOPOKOB, EBAHTEINUCT MPEACTABISAET HaYaJIOM €BAHIENINS
China boxkus: mOTOMY 4TO KOHell BETX0r0 eCTh HAa4aJ0 HOBOI'0 3aBeTa.
Uro kacaercs cBuzaeTenseTBa o [Ipearede, To OHO B3STO U3 IBYX MPOPOKOB,
— u3 Manaxuu (3, 1): ce A3 nocsutato anrena Moero u Npu3puT Ha My Th
npen auineM Moum, — u u3 cauu (40, 3): T1ac BOMUIONMIATO B TyCTHIHU U
npoyee. 910 — cnoBa bora Ortuna k CeiHy. OH umenyer Ilpenreuy
AHTEeJIOM 32 ero aHreJbCKYH) M NOYTH OeCIUIOTHYI KH3Hb, W 32
BO3BellleHHe W yKa3aHMe rpsigymero Xpucra. MoaHH yrotosmisi myTh
l'ocnonens, NpUrOTOBISASA, MOCPEACTBOM KpEIEHUs, IyIIH HYJEEB K
npunstaio Xpucra. [lpex munem TBouM — 3HauuT: O611M30K K Tebe aHren
TBoii. OTuM o3HauaeTcsa poacTBeHHas O6au3ocTh [Ipenreun ko Xpucry, Tak
KaK M TpeJ HapsM{ LIECTBYIOT MPEUMYLIECTBEHHO POACTBEHHBIE OCOOBI.
I'mac Bomuromaro B MyCTBIHH, TO €CTh, B IMyCThIHE MopnmaHckoii, a eme
OoJiee B cMHArore NyJeicKoi, KoTopas Oblia MycTa B OTHOLICHUH K JO0pY.
I1yTh 03Ha4aeT HOBBIM 3aBET, a CTE3U — BETXUH, KaK HEOJHOKPAaTHO & 2
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2 & papymaemblii uyaesmu. K myTtd, To ecTh, K HOBOMY 3aBETy OHHU
JOJDKHBL OBUIM TPUTOTOBHUTHCS, & CTE€3M BETXOTO HCIPAaBHUTH: MO0 XOTS
JpEeBJIe OHH U MPHHSIIA UX, HO BIIOCIEACTBUU COBPATUIIUCH CO CTE3€H CBOMX
1 3201y ANITHCE.

bovicms Hoann kpecmsil 6 nycmulhu, U nponogeodas KpeujeHue NoKAsanus 60
omnywenue epexos. M ucxodcoaute k Hemy 6csa uyoelckas cmpaua, u
uepycanumaane: u Kpewjaxyca ecu 6o Hopdame peye om Hezo,
ucnogedarowe zpexu c6os. VIoaHHOBO KpeIleHHE HE HUMENO OTIIYILEHHS
IpEeXoB, a BBOAMWJIO IJIs JroJieil ogHo nokasHue. Ho kak ske Mapk roBoput
371ech: 60 omnywernue epexos? Ha ato orBedaeM, uto MoanH nponoseaoBain
KpellleHHe TOKasHUs. A 3Ta NpoIoBedb K uYeMy Besa? K OTHYLICHHIO
TPEXOB, TO €CTh, KO KPEIIEHUIO XPUCTOBY, KOTOPOE 3aKJII0YaJIo yXKe B cede
u ormymenue rpexoB. Korma Mbl roBopum, HampuMep, 4YTO TaKOH-TO
npuiIes] OpeA LapeM, IOBeJieBas NPUTOTOBUTH MUILY IJs LAps: TO
pasymeeM, 4TO UCIOJHSIOIINE 3TO MOBEJICHUE OBIBaIOT
oOmarogerenbCcTBOBaHbl LapeM. Tak u 3aeck. [lpeareua mpomoBenoBas
KpellleHHe MOKASHUSl UISI TOro, 4TOO0bI JIIOAW, MNOKASIBIIMCH U
NPUHABIIH XPHUCTA, MOJTYYHIM OCTABJIEHHUE FPEXOB.

be oice Hoann obonuen 6nacwi 6env01yicoU, U NOAC YCMEH 0 Ypeciiex e2o, U
A0bill akpuosl u med ouguil. Mbl yke TOBOPHIA 00 3TOM B €BaHTEIUU OT
Mardes: Tenepb ke CKaxeM TOJIBKO O TOM, YTO TaM OIYIIEHO, IMEHHO, YTO
HoanHoBa ozexaa OblIa 3HAMCHHEM CETOBAHHMS, U MPOPOK IOKA3bIBAJ
TaKMM 00pa3oM, YTO KaromeMycs JOJDKHO IUIaKaTh, TaK KaK BPETHUILE
OOBIKHOBEHHO CITy’)KUT 3HAaKOM IUlaya: KOXKaHBI JKe TO0siC O3HaJal
OMEPTBEJIOCTh UYACHCKOTr0 HapoJa. A 4To CHsl O/IeKIa O3HaYala miad, 00
3TOM roBopuT caMm ['ocrions: niaxaxom eéam u He pvloacme, Ha3bIBasl 31€Ch
T1aueM Xu3Hb [Ipearedn: motoMy 4To jganee TOBOPHUT npuude Moann Hu
A0vud, HU nus, u enazoaeme. beca umams (Mamgh. 11, 18). PaBHo nuima
HoanHoBa, yka3bIBas 3/1eCb, KOHEYHO, Ha BO3JEpXKaHHe, ObUla BMECTE U
00pa3oM JyXOBHOMW NMUINU TOTJALIHUX HYJEEB, KOTOPBIC HE €M YUCTBIX
OTHI HEOECHBIX, TO €CTh HE MOMBIILISUIA HA O YeM BBICOKOM, a MUTAJIUChH
TOJBKO CJOBOM BO3BBIIICHHBIM M HAlpaBICHHBIM TOpe, HO OISATh
ynaaaromum goiy. 6o capaHya (akpupl) €CTh TAKOE HACEKOMOE, KOTOPOe
NPBITaeT BBEPX, a MOTOM OIIATH MaJIaeT Ha 3eMJIr0. PaBHBIM 00pa3oM Hapox
eJ1 ¥ MeJT IPOM3BOAUMBIH TYeNIaMH, TO €CTh POPOKAMH: HO OH OCTaBAJICS Y
Hero Oe3 yxoaa M He ObUT YMHOXKaeM YIJyOJCHHEM M IPaBUIILHBIM
pa3yMeHHeM, XOTSl €BpeH M TyMallid, YTO OHH pa3syMEIOT U HOCTUTAIOT
nrcanre. OHU UMEJH NHCaHUs, KaK Obl HEKOTOPBIH MeJl: HO He TPYANINCH
HaJl HIMH M HE UCCIICIOBAIIH UX.

U nponoeedauie, enazons: epsioem Kpenuii MeHe, 80 Cled MeHe, emymice
HeCcMb 00CMOUH NPEKIOHCS paspewumu pemets canoe Eeo. A3 y6o & 3
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2 & Kpecmux 6vl 600010, mou dice kpecmum 6vl [yxom Cesmoim. 51,
TOBOPHT, HEJIOCTOMH OBITh JIa)Ke CAMBIM IMOCJICIHUM paOoM ero, KOTOPBIH
OBl pa3penIsi peMeHb, TO €CTh, y3€J Ha peMHe canoroB ero. [lonumaroT
BIIPOYEM M TaK: BCE NPUXOJIUBIIMEC U KpecTuBimuecs ot MoaHHa
pa3pemanuch NOCPEICTBOM MOKASTHUS OT Y3 TPEXOB CBOUX, KOT/1a BEPOBAIIH
Bo Xpucra. Takum oOpazom HMoaHH y BceX paspeliag peMHH U y3bI
rpexoBHBIC: a y Mucyca He MOT pa3peliuTh TaKOTO PEMHS, TIOTOMY 4YTO Y
HETO ¥ HE Hallle] CEero PeMHSs, TO €CTh, Tpexa.

Amumno.

[Iporounepeit Anekcanap Lllaprynos
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /{yxa.

B Henenro npen borosiBnenuem, npexie 4eM Mbl BCTYIIUM B
Mpa3AHUK Ha BOJAAX, Ile OTKpbIBaeTcs TaifHa IlpecBsaToi
Tpouusl, CeaTast LlepkoBbL HAIOMUHAET 0 TOM, KAK MbI
JOJKHBI TOATOTOBUTBCA K 3TOMY AHIO. MBI CIBIIINM
EBanrenue or Mapka, caMmble mepBble e€ro cioBa: «Hauano
Eeaneenus I'ocnooa Hucyca Xpucmay.

CBsATBIC OTLIBI OOpAINAIOT Hallle BHUMaHUE Ha TO, YTO KaXKJ0E€ U3 YEThIpeX
EBanrenuii HauMHaeTcs C pas3HBIX OTIPaBHBIX TOYEK. A HAYaJI0
EBanresmsa or Mapka - Kpemenne I@ocmogne. bor, craBmmii
4eJIOBEKOM, SIBJIsIeT COBEPIICHCTBO YesloBeka. U B KpeleHun KasKabIi
U3 HAC CTAHOBUTCH NOA00HBIM Xpucty no aapy Ero.

A rae s Hac Hayano Epanrenus? s Bepyromnero yesnoseka EBanrenne
HAYMHAETCSl, KOraa XPpHUCTOC BXOAUT B ero yM u cepaue Cpoei
0s1arogatbr0. Mbl y3HaéM, UTO €CTh JKM3Hb BEYHAas, €CTh UCTUHHBIA bor,
CTaBIIMN 4YeNOBEKOM. Bce TaliHBl HAIllEro CHACEHUs, 3aleyaTlICHHBIE B
4yeTblpex EBaHrenusx, OTKpPBIBAIOTCS HaM, KOTJAa Mbl OJIaroJaTHO
MpHOOIaeMCs TallHE HAIIETO POXKACHUS OT BOAHI 1 Jlyxa.

Kak roBoput mpopox Manaxusi: «Bom, A nocvinaro Auecena Moezo npeo
auyem Teoum, xomopwiii npuecomosum nymo Teou nped Tobowy. Ceiatoi
Hoann [Ipeareua Ha3piBaeTcss AHTEI0M, IOTOMY UTO OH, OONBLINIA U3 BCEX,
POXIEHHBIX KEHAMH, «CnOo00b6usuwiuticss KocHymucs eéepxy Teopya mupay,
MIEPBBIN U3 JTI0JIeH, KOTOphI yBUANT siBneHue bora [Ipecssroit Tpouisl Bo
cBaToM Kperienun. ITOT denoBeK Ha3bIBacTCsi AHIENIOM, IIOTOMY YTO OH
MEPBBIM M3 JIIOJICH MOKa3bIBaeT, 4mo bor MOXeT cienath ¢ 4eJIOBEKOM, -
BOCCTaHOBHUTH €ro OeccMepTHOE, HeOEeCHOE, aHTeIbCKOE JOCTOUHCTBO.

OH 3HaeT CBOMM TPUALATUIETHUM ITOABUTOM MOJIUTBBI B ITYCTBIHE, YTO BCE,
YTO B MHUpE CYLIECTBYET, - OT bora. Bcé, uro nroan narot apyr apyry, oHH
ot bora Gepyrt. [loaTromy oH Beck ycTpemieH k bory. YV Hero Het & 4
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The Children’s Word

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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Prepare the way of the Lord!

What do you do when you get up

every morning? When you have school, how
do you get ready to go? What do you do first? You
probably have a little routine. Maybe you get
dressed, have some breakfast, brush your teeth,
and so on (but maybe in a different order). We all
have ways to prepare for our days.

Can you find these
words in the jum-
ble?

Angel
Baptist
Celebration
Feastday
Forerunner
Gospel
John
Jordan
Prepare
Repent
Theophany
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Tomorrow, we will celebrate the great feast of
Theophany. That’s the day our Lord, Jesus Christ,
was baptized! And today, the Gospel tells us all
about it. Before Jesus was baptized, Saint John the |st. John prepared for the Lord!
Baptist went all over the place. He was baptizing
people, and he was telling them to “Prepare the way of the Lord.” Jesus
was coming to start His work, and all the people had to prepare for Him.
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Did you ever notice that Saint John
sometimes has wings in his icon? Can
you find them?

And how did they prepare for Him? They repented. They said they were
sorry for the wrong things they had done. That is how they prepared.

We can prepare for the Lord too! We can prepare to receive Communion
by saying sorry to God and to others for the wrong things we have done.
We can prepare for bed by repenting again. Repenting, and saying we are
sorry, is the way we get ready for the Lord...just like the people did with
John!

Saint John has wings in the icon, be-
cause he is a messenger. He gives
messages from God, just like angels
do!
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SAINT JOHN
THE BAPTIZER AND FORERUNNER

Have you ever played a guessing

game, where you could hear somebody, but
you couldn’t see him or her? Maybe you were
blindfolded, and then you had to guess who it
was who spoke.

Tomorrow, we celebrate the feastday of Saint
John the Baptist. He’s called the Baptist, be-
cause he baptized Christ. But he’s also called
the Forerunner, because he came before
Christ. He preached to people before Jesus
did, because he wanted to get them ready for
Jesus.

Some people didn’t get it though! Some people just wanted to follow
Saint John, not Jesus. Another saint of our Church, Saint Augustine,
explained it like this, “John is the voice, but the Lord is the Word who
was in the beginning. John is the voice that lasts for a time; from the
beginning Christ is the Word who lives forever.”

Sometimes people get mixed up about who is speaking though. They
thought Saint John was the most important one. They thought Saint
John was the one who was going to save them.

Let’s celebrate this great saint tomorrow, and remember how Saint
John was the one speaking the voice, but He was telling people about
the Word, and that is our Lord, Jesus Christ!
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We celebrate St. John on Wednesday, January 7th (OC: Jan. 20th). |§
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This is my beloved Son!
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