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Epistle for the Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast, Hebrews 9:11-14
BRETHREN, Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the
greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this
creation. Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He
entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal
redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer,
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself
without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the
living God?

Epistle for the Saint Mary of Egypt, Galatians 3:23-29
BRETHREN, Before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept
for the faith which would afterward be revealed. Therefore the law was our
tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after faith
has come, we are no longer under a tutor. For you are all sons of God through
faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have
put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free,
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if
you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the
promise. Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at
all from a slave, though he is master of all, but is under guardians and
stewards until the time appointed by the father. Even so we, when we were
children, were in bondage under the elements of the world. But when the
fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption as sons.

Gospel for the Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast, Mark 10:32-45
AT THAT TIME, Jesus took the twelve disciples, and began to tell them the
things that would happen to Him: “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem,
and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes;
and they will condemn Him to death and deliver Him to the Gentiles; and
they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill Him. And
the third day He will rise again.” Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
came to Him, saying, “Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask.”
And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?” They said to
Him, “Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on
Your left, in Your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what
you ask. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, and be baptized with the
baptism that I am baptized with?”” They said to Him, “We are able.” So Jesus
said to them, “You will indeed drink the cup that I drink, and with the
baptism I am baptized with you will be baptized; but to sit on My right hand
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and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared.”
And when the ten heard it, they began to be greatly displeased with James
and John. But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, “You know that
those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
great ones exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so among you;
but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. And
whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. For even the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom
for many.”

Gospel for Saint Mary of Egypt, Luke 7:36-50

AT THAT TIME, One of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He
went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. And behold, a woman in
the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the
Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, and stood at His
feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and
wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed
them with the fragrant oil. Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw
this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would
know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she
is a sinner.” And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something
to say to you.” So he said, “Teacher, say it.” “There was a certain creditor
who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.
And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both.
Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?”” Simon answered and
said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He said to him, “You
have rightly judged.” Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do
you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My
feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair
of her head. You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My
feet since the time I came in. You did not anoint My head with oil, but this
woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. Therefore I say to you, her
sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is
forgiven, the same loves little.” Then He said to her, “Your sins are
forgiven.” And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to
themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” Then He said to the
woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”

REFLECTION ON THE SUNDAY GOSPEL 4
Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

“He entered once for all into the Holy Place, taking not the blood of goats and calves
but his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.” (Hebrews 9.12)

In the Old Testament, the High Priest entered the “Holy of Holies” — the most sacred
part of the Tabernacle in the wilderness and later of the Temple in Jerusalem — once
a year to offer a blood of sacrifice for his sins and a blood of sacrifice for the sins of
the people.

At the beginning of the New Testament, however, Jesus Christ has become The High
Priest, and has offered Himself, His own Body and Blood, for us. He thus “remitted”
each sin we commit.

At the Divine Liturgy the Bishop, as a living Icon of Christ, enters the same Holy of
Holies in our parish temple to offer the “bloodless sacrifice” through bread and wine
that become the Body and Blood of Christ which we receive in Holy Communion.
In the absence of the Bishop, his designated presbyter (priest) does this for him.

Through this action — which we do in obedience to the command of Christ, “Do this
in memory of Me” — we are brought to contemplation of what Jesus did for us: how
He endured sufferings on our behalf. We also enkindle great love for Him as our
Great Benefactor, and look forward to the enjoyment of the future blessing He
promised us.

“But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great among you must be
your servant.” (Mark 10:43)

We must also consider that the Priesthood of Christ is not like the authority wielded
by men, or like the honors given to worldly men in authority. Rather, Jesus Christ
came as a servant — even though He was God Almighty through Whom all things
were made!

We are all Baptized into the royal priesthood of Christ, and thus we participate in
the Divine Liturgy by standing in the sanctuary (the Holy Place) of our parish
temple. Some are ordained to the sacramental priesthood to serve as living icons of
Christ in the celebration of the Divine Mysteries. But we are all called to be servants,
never thinking of ourselves as greater than one another.

Remember, in the Church there is no “democracy” since there is no power (“krateia”
or “-cracy”) wielded in the Church; instead there is merely order, whereby each
fulfills his or her responsibility of service.

The Apostles considered themselves somehow superior, as we read in today’s
Gospel. But this was before the Cross, the resurrection, the ascension, and the
descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. After Pentecost, when they received the
Holy Spirit — as we do at Chrismation — they became the servants of all by grace.

We are now approaching the commemoration of events which remitted of our sins
and opened the Kingdom of heaven to us. Let us be like the Apostles: if we are not
now enlightened, let us embrace Christ and be humble servants like Him, just as the
Apostles before us.

Amen.
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Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast, Sunday of Saint Mary of Egypt
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

At the end of the coming week Great Lent will be over. Next Saturday is
Lazarus Saturday, followed by Palm Sunday, the Entry of our Lord into
Jerusalem, and then by Passion Week. However, today we commemorate
another entry into Jerusalem, not that of our Lord, but that of Saint Mary of
Egypt. Who was she and what is her significance for us today?

Born in Alexandria, Egypt in the middle of the fifth century, as a young girl
Mary fell into the vice of prostitution. For seventeen years, from the age of
12 until the age of 29, she lived the life of a harlot.

Going Jerusalem once out of curiosity, she went to the Church of the
Resurrection to see the Precious Cross of Christ which Saint Helena had
placed there. She found, however, that she was unable to go into the church,
because some invisible force prevented her from entering.

Frightened, she asked the Mother of God, praying before her icon at the
church entrance, why this was. The Mother of God replied that Mary first
needed to repent of her sins before she could approach holy things.

Only after promising to do so was she able to enter the church and venerate
the True Cross. Then Mary then heard the Mother of God tell her: “If you
cross the Jordan, you will find true peace.”

Shaken by these events Mary forsook her old life and, having taken
communion, crossed the Jordan and went to live there in the desert. There
she dwelt as a hermitess, eating plants, living in torments and struggles with
passionate thoughts, and eventually obtaining the grace to work miracles,
even being able when necessary to cross the Jordan as if on dry land.

She lived naked and became withered and emaciated, as we see in her icon,
but nevertheless she survived in the desert for forty-eight years. She was
discovered by a pious monk, Saint Zosimas, who is often portrayed in the
icon together with her. It was to him that she related the story of her life
which we have today.

The example of the life of Saint Mary teaches us many things. The first and
most obvious lesson we can learn from her is that we should never judge
anyone. “Who will be saved?” It is impossible to answer this question, for it
is never too late to repent, not for any one of us.

When we consider the life of Mary up to her twenty-ninth year, we might
think that salvation had become impossible for her. And yet the hymns sung
to her today call her “the greatest of saints.”

Continued on page 6 &
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Continued from page 5 % Indeed, we are all condemned because of our sins,
but by the grace of God everything, including the height of repentance, is
possible. No man has the right to judge another.

The Life of Saint Mary of Egypt also teaches us something about human
nature. In each of us there is the desire for worldly pleasures, for amusement
and entertainment, for food and drink, for the pleasures of the senses. But
there is also the desire for pleasure of a higher sort, pleasure that is lasting,
which we may call spiritual joy.

Spiritual joy is so much higher than the fleeting pleasures of the senses that
it alone constitutes the path to lasting happiness. Societies which are devoted
only to the satisfaction of the pleasures of the senses, pleasure-seeking
societies, are societies without lasting joys, full of sad faces.

The Life of Saint Mary additionally teaches us that the values of the Church
are quite different from those of the world. Mary went out into the desert and
had nothing: no friends, no home, no possessions, no clothes and hardly any
food and drink. The world looked for pleasure, the satisfaction of the senses,
money and power, but Mary was moneyless and powerless in the world.

Today’s Gospel confirms the choice of Saint Mary, for it says that those who
wish to be great must be servants. This is upside down from all the ways of
this world. But our Lord preached this and Mary lived like Him.

As we have already said, the Church calls Saint Mary “the greatest of saints.”
The use of this word “great” may surprise. In everyday life, we use “great”
in other meanings. The world speaks of “great politicians,” “great soldiers,”
great film-stars,” “great performances by sportsmen,” “a great holiday,” “a
great car,” “a great amount of money” — all things which are great and

famous for a very brief time.
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But the Church speaks of Saint Mary as “great,” and a thousand and a half
years after she lived we ask for her prayers, but not for those of any politician
or soldier or film-star or sportsman. Let us think more carefully before next
we utter this word “great.”

As this last week of Great Lent begins, let us also ponder on the words of the
Mother of God, which led Mary to her salvation through repentance and her
greatness: “If you cross the Jordan, you will find true peace.” These
mysterious words are also addressed to each of us today; the interpretation
of their mystery is open to the souls of each of us, but only if we ask the
Mother of God and Saint Mary to guide us. And then we shall find our own
“entry into Jerusalem.”

Venerable Mary of Egypt, pray to God for us!

The Reverend Andrew Phillips, Pastor
Saint John’s Orthodox Church, Colchester, England
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On the fifth Sunday of Great Lent, we celebrate the memory of our holy and
venerable Mother, Mary of Egypt. The recorder of the life of this wonderful saint
is Saint Sophronios, Patriarch of Jerusalem.

During the Great Fast, Hieromonk Zossimas went into the wilderness across the
Jordan. There he saw a person with a withered and naked body and with hair as
white as snow. This person fled until she stopped at a stream and called, “Father
Zossima, forgive me for the Lord’s sake. I cannot turn around to you, for I am a
naked woman.” Father Zossimas threw her his exorasson, and she turned around
to him. At his insistence, she told him the story of her life.

She was born in Egypt and lived as a prostitute in Alexandria from the age of
twelve, spending seventeen years in this way of life. One day she boarded a ship
sailing for Jerusalem and upon arrival attempted to enter a church to venerate
the Precious Cross, but some unseen power prevented her from entering.

In great fear, she turned to an icon of the Mother of God, begging to let her go
in and venerate the Cross, confessing her sin and impurity, and promising she
would go wherever the Most Pure One led her. She was then allowed to enter
the church and, after venerating the Cross, she went out before the icon and
thanked the Mother of God.

Haring a voice saying, “If you cross the Jordan, you will find true peace,” she
set off for the wilderness. After receiving Holy Communion at the monastery of
Saint John the Baptist, she crossed the river, and spent forty-eight years in the
wilderness in torments, terror, struggles with passionate thoughts like gigantic
beasts, and feeding only on plants.

After meeting Father Zossimas, she asked him to bring her Holy Communion
the next year on the bank of the Jordan. He did so and stood amazed as he saw
her arrive on the further bank, make the sign of the Cross over the river, and
walk across as though it were dry land. After receiving Communion, she begged
him to come again the following year to the same stream.

The next year Father Zossimas went and found her dead body there. Above her
head in the sand was written: “Abba Zossima, bury in this place the body of the
humble Mary. Give dust to dust. I passed away on April 1, on the very night of
Christ’s Passion, after Communion of the Divine Mysteries.”

For the first time, Father Zossimas learned her name and realized she had arrived
at that stream the previous year on the night of the same day on which she had
Communed — a place that he had taken twenty days to reach. Saint Zossimas
buried the body of the saint, and upon returning to the monastery, he recounted
the whole story of her life and the wonders to which he had been an eyewitness.
Thus the Lord glorifies repentant sinners. She entered into rest about AD 530.

Saint Mary is remembered today, as we reach the end of the Great Fast, to
arouse the energy of the slothful and to urge sinners to repentance.

O Christ our God, through the intercessions of our
Venerable Mother Mary of Egypt, have mercy on us and save us. Amen.

HYMNS AT THE DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 5, Troparion, Resurrection
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, ¢ co-eternal with the Father
and the Spirit, * born for our salvation from the Virgin; * for He willed to be
lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, ¢ to endure death, ¢ and to raise the dead
by His glorious Resurrection.

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple, of the Midfeast of Pentecost
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, fill my thirsting soul with the waters of
piety, as Thou didst cry to all: “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and
drink.” O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 8, Troparion, for St. Mary of Egypt
The image of God was truly preserved in thee, O Mother, ¢ for thou didst
take up the Cross and follow Christ. * By so doing, thou taughtest us to
disregard the flesh for it passes away; * but to care instead for the soul, for it
is immortal. * Therefore thy spirit, O holy Mother Mary, rejoices with the
angels.

Tone 5, Kontakion, Resurrection
Thou didst descend into Hades, O my Savior, * shattering its gates as
Almighty, * resurrecting the dead as Creator, * and destroying the sting of
death. ¢ Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of man, * and we
cry to Thee: “O Lord, save us.”

Tone 4, Kontakion of the Temple, of the Midfeast of Pentecost
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, cried to all in the midst of the feast
of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” We fall before Thee
and faithfully cry: “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the Fountain of our
life.”

Tone 3, Kontakion, for St. Mary of Egypt
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Having been a
sinful woman, * thou becamest through repentance a bride of Christ. « Having
attained angelic life, ¢ thou didst defeat demons with the weapon of the
Cross. * Therefore, O most glorious Mary, thou art a bride of the Kingdom.

Tone 2, Kontakion of the Theotokos
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. Steadfast protectress of
Christians, * constant advocate before the Creator; * despise not the
entreating cries of us sinners, ¢ but in thy goodness come speedily to help us
who call on thee in faith. « Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for
us, O Theotokos, ¢ for thou dost always protect those who honor thee.

Prokeimena
Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this generation forever.
God is wonderful in His saints, the God of Israel.
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EBanrenue
Koeoa bvinu onu na nymu, eocxoos ¢ Hepycanum, Hucyc wén enepedu ux,
a oHu yxcacamuco u, ciedys 3a Hum, oviu ¢ cmpaxe. || Iloooszsas

ogenadyams, OH ONAMb HAYAT UM 2080PUMb 0 Mom, ymo' 6yoem ¢ Hum:
som, mul 6ocxooum 6 Uepycanum, u Coin Yenogeueckuii npedan 6yoem
NePBOCEAUCHHUKAM U KHUICHUKAM, U ocyosm E2o Ha cmepmb, u npedadym
Ezo asviunuxam, u nopyearomes nao Hum, u 6yoym 6ums Eco, u onrorwom
Ezo, u yoviom Eeo; u 6 mpemuii denv gockpecnem. Toeoa nooownu k Hemy
cbin06bs1 3egedeesvt Maxos u Hoann u cxazanu: Yuumenv! mol sncenaem,
ymobvl Tl coenan nam, o uém nonpocum. OH CKA3AN UM: 4O Xomume,
umobwl A coenan eam? Onu ckazanu Emy: oati nam cecmv y Tebs, o0HOMY
N0 NPasyr CMOpoHy, a opyeomy no aesyw 6 ciage Teoeti. Ho Hucyc ckazan
uM: He 3Haeme, ye2o npocume. Moowceme au numo yauty, komopyio A nvio,
u Kpecmumbvcs KpeweHuem, xkomopvim A Kpewycv? Onu omeeuanu:
modcem. Hucyc ance cxazan um: yauty, komopyio A nvio, 6yoeme nums, u
Kpewjenuem, komopuim A kpewyco, 6ydeme Kpecmumuvcs, a 0ams cecms y
Mens no npaeyio cmopony u no 1egyio - He om Mens 3a8ucum, HO KOMY
yeomogano. U, ycnviuas, Odecamv Hauanu He2o0oséamv Ha Haxosa u
Hoanna. Hucyc owce, nooossas ux, ckazan um: 6vl 3Haeme, YmMO
nouumalowuecs KHA3bAMU HAPOOO8 20CHOOCMEYIOM HAO HUMU, U
senbModcu ux enacmeayiom umu. Ho mesicdy eamu oa we 6yoem max: a kmo
Xouem bvbimb 60 bwium mexncoy eamu, 0a 6yoem am Cy2or, U Kmo xouem
Ovimb nepsvim Medcoy eamu, oa Oyoem ecem pabom. Moo u Coin
Yenoseueckuii He 0N Mo2o npuwén, 4mobsvl Emy cayscunu, HO 4moobb
nocayscums u omoamsv oyury Ceorw 0nst uckynienus muoeux (Mx. 10, 32-

Mutponosut AHTOHUN CypOKCKU
Bo ums Omya u Coina u Cessmoeo Jyxa.

Mpl BcnoMuHaeM ceronHs cBtyto Mapuro Erunerckyro; u
OT HEE€ MBI MOYKEM HAy4YUTHCSI MHOIOMY, YTO HaM HY>KHO.
Ona Oblma BCeM H3BECTHOM TPEIIHMLEH, NPEIMETOM
UCKyIIeHus: W coOmazHa s Bcex. Kak ona crama
TPELIHUIIEN — MBI HE 3HAaeM: Ka4eCTBOBAJIO JIU 310 B & 2
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1 = Heii camoii? OblIa 11 OHa coOa3HeHa, IoABepTIachk u Hacuwinio? Kak
OHa cTana OJyAHULEH, MBI HUKOrAa He y3HaeM. Ho ogHO MBI 3Haem
JIOCTOBEPHO: KaK-TO OHa Npuiwia B xpam Marepu bosxueii, Kotopas — o6pa3
COBEPUIEHHOM LIENBHOCTH, LENOMYIPHS, U BAPYT IOYYBCTBOBANA, YTO HE
MOJeT BOWTH B Hero. He cTouT mpenctaBisaTh, OyATO dylecHas cuiia He
JaBaja el MepecTyNHuTh IOPOT; CHila 3Ta ObLIa, BEPOSTHO, — HaBepHoe! — B
Hell camoii. OHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO 3T 0OJACTh CIUIIKOM CBSITA, YTOOBI
OHa ImocMena BoiTH B Ee npucyTcTBue, cTosTh BHYTpH Xpama.

Ho atoro 0bu10 OCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI OHA OCO3HANA, YTO BCE €€ MPOIILIOe
TEMHO, U YTO BBIMTH W3 3TOTO MOXHO TOJBKO OIHHM ITyTeM: COPOCHUTH C
ce0st BCce 3JI0 MU HayaTh HOBYIO ku3Hb. OHa HE TONUIA 332 COBETOM Ha
WCIIOBEb; OHA YIIJIAa U3 TOpPOJa B IMYCTHIHIO, B 3HONHYIO MYCTBIHIO, TJE
HHUYETO HE OBUIO, TOJIBKO IECOK, U T'OJION, U OTYAIHHOE OJUHOYECTBO.

Ona MOXeET Hay4uTb Hac 4eMy-TO O4YeHb BakHoMy. CBsartoii Cepadum
CapoBckuii He pa3 FOBOPHII IPUXOAALIIM K HEMY, UTO BCSI Pa3HUIIA MEKIY
TPEIIHAKOM TOTH0AIOIIUM W TPEIIHHKOM, KOTOPBIii HAXOIMT CBOI
NMyTh K CIIACEHHI0, B OHOM: B pemimMocTu. biaronars bosxkus Becerna
PSIAOM: HO MBI He BCer/ia 0T3bIBaeMcsl, Kak 0To3Bajach Mapus; Kak oHa
0TO3BAJIaCh Ha yXac, OXBATUBIINHI €e, KOT/1a OHa OCO3Hana ce0s 1, BMECTe,
CBATOCTb, KPAacoTy, LIENbHOCTh U LenoMyapue Matepu boxwueil, u Ha Bce,
Ha Bce OHa ObLIa TOTOBA pajid TOTO, YTOOBI IEPEMEHUTD KHU3Hb.

U Tak roj 3a roJiom, B IOCTe, B MOJIMUTBE, CPEIM KIydel )Kapbl, B OTYaASTHHOM
OJMHOYECTBE CpPEOM IIyCTBIHM, OHA Cpakajach CO BCEM  3JI0M,
HAKONMBIIUMCS B ee ayme. [IoToMy 4YTO HEZOCTaTOYHO OCO3HATh €ro;
HEJIOCTATOYHO Ja)Ke OTBEPTHYTh €ro YCHIIMEM BOJIM: OHO 37IeCh, B HAIIUX
BOCIIOMHHAHHMAX, B HAIIUX BOXKICJCHUIX, B HAlled XPYNKOCTH, B TOM
nopue, KOTOPYIO NMPUHOCUT ¢ coboit 31m0. Eif mpunuiocs GopoTbest BCO
JKM3Hb, HO B KOHIIC KOHIIOB OHa M00E/INIIa; OHA JCHCTBUTEIHLHO MOABUIOM
JOOpBIM TO/IBU3AJIaCh, OHA OYMCTUIIACH OT CKBEPHBI, OHA CMOTJIa BOWTHU B
obnacte Bokuio: He B XpaM, HE «KyAa-T0» — B BEYHOCTb.

Omna MHOI'OMY MOKET HAYYUTHb Hac. Ona MOXeT HAay4YuTb TOMY, 4YTO
KOrga-To Mbl IOJI2KHBI OCO3HATh: Ta HAPCTBCHHAA O6HaCTL, Kyaa MbIl BXOAUM
TakK JICTKO, — HepKOBB, Ja v IpocTo CaM MUD, COTBOpeHHBIfI BOFOM, OCTaJICA
YHUCT OT 3J1a, XOTA ITOKOPUJICH, HOpa6OTI/IJ'ICSI 3JIy U3-3a HacC. Ecnu 6nr Koraa-
HI/I6y,E[L MbI OCO3HAJIM 3TO U IMOYYBCTBOBAJIH, YTO TOJBKO HAaM HCT TaM
MECTa, 1 B OTBET IIOKAsAIUCH 6I>I, TO €CTh OTBCPHYJIUCH OBl B YyiKace OT CaMux
ce6$1, OTBPAaTUIIMCh OT cebs B HereKJ’IOHHOﬁ PEHIMMOCTU — U MbI MOT'JIA OBl
ocJICA0BATh €C IPUMEpPY.

10T nopumMcep €c 06pa3a npeaaracTcsa HaM Kak SaBepH_IaIOH_II/Iﬁ MOMCHT
MMOCTHOI'0 BPCMCHHU, JTOH 6€CHbl, KU3HU. HG}_ICJ'IIO Has3aa MbI CJIbIIIAJIN
YUucHUC, MPU3LIB CBATOT'O Hoanna .HCCTBI/ILIHI/IKa, COCTaBHUBIICTO & 3
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2 ¥ 1eNmylo JIECTHHUIY COBEPIICHCTBA, C MOMOIIBI0 KOTOPOM MBI MOXEM
MIPEOJIONIETh 3JI0 U MPHUUTH K MpaBae. A cerogHsi Mbl BUIUM NpUMeEp, —
npuMep TOil, KOTOPasi U3 CAMbBIX IIYOMH 3JI1a MOJHAJIACH HA BBICOTHI
CBSATOCTH U TOBOPUT HaM cioBamu Benukoro kanona Auapes Kpurckoro:
Hyma, bor mooicem npokaxxeHHOE yOCIUTh U OYUCTUTh, HE OTUYAMCS, XOTS
TBI U IPOKAXKEHHAS. ..

IIyete eé oOpa3 Oymer A HAC HOBBIM B/JAOXHOBEHHEM, HOBOIl
HAJIesKA0M, 1a’ke HOBOI PagoCThI0, HO M BBI30BOM, IPU3LIBOM, IOTOMY
YTO HAIIPACHO MBI BOCIIEBaeM XBaJy CBATHIM, €CJIM HIYeMY He y4uMCs
OT HUX, He CTPeMHUMCH MOAPAXKATH UM.

Yepes Henemnto Mbl oKaxeMcs Ha nmopore CTpacTHOM CeIMHUIIBI, U 3TOT MOPOT
OTKpBIBaeTCI B CyOOOTy NBYyMsI COOBITHSIMH: BOCKpemieHHeM Jlazaps u
brnarosemennem Martepu boxueii. Bolinem B 3Ty CrpacTHyro ceAMHUILy C
TOTOBHOCTBIO BCTPETUTh Mateps boxuto nuioMm k nuity xoms 6bl Halien
PELIMMOCTBIO CTaTh NOCTOMHBIMU Ee MOJUTB, M 3aTeM MOWIEM JeHb 3a
JTHEM, Clieqys 3a coObITussMu CTpacTHOW M CTaBsl BCe BpeMs cebe BOMpocC:
I'me 51 cTosut OB, OKAXUCH S UX YIaCTHUKOM?

Amumno.

Mutpononut AuToHuM (XpanoBUILIKUA)
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /{yxa.

Korna Obimi oHM Ha myTH, Bocxons B Mepycamum, Hucyc
eI BIIEPEU, a YYCHHUKH YXKacalluch U, cleays 3a Hum,
Obun B cTpaxe. Cnacurenb MX IMOJ03Bajl M CHOBAa Hayal

TOBOPHTH 0 TpeAcTosineM EMy, 1 moToMy OHH ClieToBaIn
3a Hum B cTpaxe. 11 BoT OH CHOBa TOBOPHT O TOM K€, KaK ObI B OTBET Ha MX
cTpax W yxac. «4 nopyearomces nao Hum... u onnorom Eeo, u yoviom Ezo;
u 6 mpemuil Oenvb GockpecHemy. U BOT mociae 3TOro CTPAIIHOTO
npenckasanus aBa ydeHuka, MakoB u Moann, cramm npocuts Uucyca
WCIOJTHUTh WX MPOCHOY - naTh UM cecTh y Hero omHomy mo mpaByto,
JIPyTOMYy II0 JIEBYIO PyKY B ciase Ero.

[To EBanrenucty Matdero (Mg. 20:20) 3ty npocs0y BBICKa3aJid HE OHH, &
UX MaTh, HO JanbHeimyto 6eceny Crnacutenb BeJeT HE C HElO, a C HUMHU U
OT HHUX TOJNydYaeT OTBeT. B 3Tol mpockOe BhIpaskaeTcs jKelaHue BEIMKON
YecTH M BeluKas npeaaHHocTb. OQHAKO 3HANM JIM OHU C YeM CBs3aHa
MOCJIEeIHSISI ¥ Ha YTO OHU uAyT? Ecinu He BIIOJIHE, TO 10TaibIBaINCh, IOTOMY
4yro cnefoBanu 3a Hum B cTpaxe. Bot, 4yToOBI yACHUTH MM 3TO BIOJHE,
Cnacurens, iepes TeM cka3aBIuuil Ha uTo OH UAET, peLyNpeIul UX 3a 9To
oHu Oepytesi: «MoxkeTe U MUTH Yally, KOTOpyio Sl Mmblo, U KPECTUTHCS
KpelieHneM, KotopeiM A kpemtycs?» OHM oTBedanu: «Moxem». & 4
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3 @ TopecTBeHHass 0OCTaHOBKa BOKPYT 3TOr'0 TParMyecKoro oOeraHusl.
Omno OBIJIO clIeNIaHo TaK CHIIBHO U yOexIeHHO, 4To CriacuTeb MOATBEPANIT
WX TOTOBHOCTh K TOABHUTY M OJNaroCKIOHHO OTHECCS K HMX NPOChOe O
BO3BENMYEHUU. OTO MecTo EBaHrenus miaoxo MOHATO, MOTOMY YTO HE
MOHSIM €r0 TOPKECTBEHHOCTH M TParudHOCTH, KaK HE TOHSIM U
BO3HETOJJOBAIM OCTaJbHBIE AamoCTONBI 3a TO, YTO OpaThs 3aBeIeeBBI
npocuiu cebe 0coO0To BETUKOTo MojioxkeHus B cnase Ero. CymHoceThb 3Toii
Oeceabl B TOM, YT0 CriacuTe/Ib OTKPbIBAaET YYEeHHKAM, YTO MOJIy4YeHHe
BeJIMKOH 4YeCcTH Ha He0e CBSI3aHO C YHMYWKeHHMeM, CTpajaHHeM H
My4YeHHeM Ha 3emule. bpaTbs 3aBeneeBbl MOHAIM 3TO M MPOCS BEJIMKON
4yecTH Ha HeOe, mpocuiu ObITh yOuThIMU 32 Hero Ha 3emite.

JlecsiTh ATIOCTOJIOB BO3HETOJJOBAJIA HA HUX, HO TOYYBCTBOBAJIH, UTO YECTh,
0 KOTOpO# mpocwiu OpaThs 3aBeJeeBbl, BEChbMa BBICOKA: JJIS ySICHEHUS
BOIpoca 0 Hel, XpUCTOC YIOMUHAET O YeCTH Lapel u kusseil. lanee OH
Pa3bACHICT MM, YTO €CJIM OHU XOTAT BBICOKOU YecTH B ciiaBe Ero Ha Hebe,
TO Ha 3eMJIC JOJDKHBI OBITH BCEM CIIyraMu, clieays 3a Hum, npuieammm He
IUTsL TOTO, 4TOOBI EMy cyXuim, HO 4TOOBI MOCIYXHTh U OTJAATh YLy
CBowo s uckymieHuss MHorux. Camo :KejlaHHe BBICOKON 4ecTH
HeOeCHO He ocCy)jJaercs, HO YKa3aHO, 4YTO OHO CBfI3aHO C
YHUYMKEHHEM Ha 3eMJIe.

3aKIIIOYHUTENIbHBIE CI0Ba 3TOr0 EBaHrenuss He MNPOTHBOMOCTABIIAIOTCS
mpockbe Makora u MoanHa, HO HA00OPOT PA3BUBAIOT TY YK€ MBICIIb O Yallle
M KPEIICHUH, Ha KOTOPhIC OHHM TaK TOPYKECTBCHHO BBIPA3UJIM COTJIACHE, T.C
Ha YHUYIKEHHE, CTPAIaHie U MyUCHHE: «ec/ii Kno Xouem Oblmb OOTbUUMY
- ¥ B TAKOH UMEHHO (hopMe, B KOTOPO# BBIPA3HITH CBOE JKEIMAHUE ATIOCTOJBI
Nakos 1 NoaHH, xkenaHue HE OCYKAACTCS - «0a Oy0em 6am Ciy2ory» U lajee
- «pabomy.

Amuno.






