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€PISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 2

Epistle for the Sunday After the Nativity, Galatians 1:11-19
BRETHREN, I make known to you that the gospel which was preached by me
is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught
it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of
my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond
measure and tried to destroy it. And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of
my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for
the traditions of my fathers. But when it pleased God, who separated me from
my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in
me, that [ might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately
confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were
apostles before me; but I went to Arabia and returned again to Damascus.
Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter and remained with
him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the
Lord’s brother.

Gospel for the Sunday After the Nativity, Matthew 2:13-23

AT THAT TIME, when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will
seek the young Child to destroy Him.” When he arose, he took the young
Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there until
the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” Then Herod,
when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry;
and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in
Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to
the time which he had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled
what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: “A voice was heard in
Ramah, lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children, refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.” Now when
Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph
in Egypt, 20 saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to
the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s life are dead.”
Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land
of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in
a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. And he came and dwelt
in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”




3 REFLECTION onTHe SUNDAY GOSPEL (CONTINUED)
Sunday After the Nativity of Christ

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

In the Epistle reading this morning, Saint Paul defends his Apostleship and
tells how he became an Apostle of Christ.

Saint Paul was not among the twelve Apostles and was not a follower of
Christ during His public ministry. Yet he was directly called by Christ, just
as the twelve had been. And, just as the twelve received the Gospel directly
from Christ, so did Saint Paul receive it by direct revelation. Of the Gospel
he preached Saint Paul states that, “I neither received it from man, nor was I
taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1.:12).

Indeed, all of true Christianity is revealed. Everything we believe, and
everything we practice, is God’s revelation to His faithful. Holy Scripture is
filled with the witness of this revelation to mankind. For instance, in the Old
Testament God spoke through Moses and the Prophets to His faithful. In both
the Old and New Testaments, we read that God also spoke through His
angels — such as in this morning’s Gospel where an Angel was sent to Joseph
in a dream, guiding him to preserve the lives of Jesus and His Mother.

Most importantly, God did not only speak through His prophets and angels
but, as incarnate God, He revealed Himself directly to us. Saint Paul writes
that God “has spoken to us by His Son, Whom He has appointed Heir of all
things, through Whom also He made the worlds” (Hebrews 1:2).

After His Resurrection and Ascension into the heavens, this Evangélion —
this “Good News” or “Gospel” — of Jesus Christ was entrusted to His holy
Apostles who preached it to the nations. The Gospel is not man’s invention,
but it is the Word of God spoken by God the Word. This is why Saint Paul
warns the Galatians not to accept any false and perverted “gospel.” In the
beginning of the same chapter from which we read today, Saint Paul says,
“Even if we, or an Angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than
we have preached to you, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:8).

We possess a great and the most-valuable treasure: the true Gospel revealed
by Jesus Christ and handed down through and within the Orthodox Church.
Indeed, we profess that our Orthodox faith is precisely and only “what Jesus
taught, the Apostles preached, and the Church faithfully maintains.”
Everything we believe and everything we practice in the Orthodox Church
is, and must be, absolutely consistent with this foundational premise.

Each of us, in our individual lives, must maintain our Orthodox Tradition
faithfully and share it with “all nations.” We must never adulterate it by
adopting strange and new teachings inconsistent with our historical faith. We
must never alter what has been, and always will be, the true Gospel.

Amen.

SUNDAY HOMILY 4
The Sunday After Nativity

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

On this Sunday the Church commemorates three individuals who were
particularly close to Christ.

First of all, His ancestor, the holy King and Prophet David, who foresaw the
Coming of Christ in his Psalms.

Secondly, the righteous Joseph the Betrothed, who protected the Mother of
God and her Child before, during and after His birth.

Thirdly, the son of Joseph, James, who accompanied the Mother of God,
Christ and Joseph on the flight into Egypt, and later became one of the
Apostles and indeed was martyred as James the Righteous, the first Bishop
of Jerusalem.

(Note: We know from Sacred Tradition that Joseph was a kinsman of Mary’s

father, Joachim. He a widower with four sons and three daughters who was
chosen by lot to be “betrothed” — not married — to the young Virgin, Mary.
This was done at the direction of the priests of the Temple so that Mary could
keep her vow to remain unmarried and dedicate her life to God and to the
study of the Holy Scriptures. Living in Joseph’s home with his extended
family Mary was respected and protected.)

It is interesting to recall the words of the Gospel regarding this Flight into
Egypt, and how Joseph was commanded to “take the young child and his
mother into Egypt.” We note how the Scriptures clearly do not call Christ,
“Joseph’s son,” or his mother, “your wife. Again, the Scriptures say that all
this was to fulfill the words of the Scriptures: “Out of Egypt have I called my
son,” and not, “out of Egypt have I called Joseph’s son.”

In addition to David, Joseph, and James, there are also three others who were
closely associated with Christ at this time, the Three Wise Men, also called
the Magi. They are commemorated on Christmas Day itself, but somehow,
we often overlook them.

The Wise Men, by tradition three in number, came from Babylon, which was
at that time a center of astronomy. They came to worship Christ for they had
seen a great sign in the sky, the star which was the light of the Holy Spirit.

The Wise Men came with presents, gold, incense and myrrh. Gold
represented the Kingship of Christ. Incense represented the Priesthood of
Christ. Myrrh represented the Prophetic nature of Christ: His death,
resurrection, and triumph over Death.

We might well ask ourselves, what significance do these three gifts of the
Magi have in our relationship with Christ and His Church?
Continued on page 5 &




5 SUNDAY HOMILY (coNTINUED)

Continued from page 4 = First of all, do we give gold to the Church? Not
literally gold, but financial support. There are some people who may think
that it is indelicate, or unspiritual, but the fact is that the Church needs
material support to survive. At this time of the year especially, it might be
good for us to look again at how we support the Church in this respect. The
Wise Men gave gold to Christ, which may well have paid for the Flight into
Egypt. How do we give gold to Christ?

Secondly, do we give incense to the people who form the Church, the
“members” — or limbs — of the Body of Christ? Again, not literally incense,
but respect, love of our neighbors whom we come across every time we
attend church. This is what incense means.

This is why the priest censes icons in church as well as the people who are
images of Christ. By so doing, the priest shows honor and respect, not hatred
and dislike. Do we honor one another and show concern and love for one
another? The Wise Men did so to Christ in Whose image we are all created.
How do we honor one another, showing love and patience?

Finally, do we give myrrh to those around us? Here too, not literally myrrh,
but merciful love and compassion to all those whom we meet in our daily
life, whoever they may be. The Wise Men gave the mercy of myrrh to Christ.
How do we show mercy to those around us who are all made in the image of
Christ?

Let us, on this Sunday after Christmas, look at what we give to Christ, to

those in His Church, and to those in His world, and let us ask ourselves if we
are Wise. Amen.

Reverend Andrew Phillips,

Saint John the Wonder Worker Church, Colchester, England

GOSPEL COMMENTANRY

Luke 2:13. And when they had departed, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young Child and
His mother. Do you see now the reason why God permitted the Virgin to be
betrothed? It is revealed to you here: that Joseph might care for her and watch
over her. The angel did not say, “take thy wife,” but “take the mother of the
Child.” For once his suspicion had been allayed, and the righteous man had
understood from the miracles attendant at His birth that everything was of
the Holy Spirit, the angel no longer calls her Joseph's “wife.”

And flee into Egypt. Even the Lord flees, to confirm that He was truly man.
If He had fallen into the hands of Herod and had not been slain, it would have
seemed that He had been made flesh only in appearance. He flees into Egypt
to sanctify even such an unholy place. There were two lands that were the
workshops of every iniquity: Babylon and Egypt. Continued on page 6 &

GOSPEL COMMENTANRY (CONTINUED) 6
Continued from page 5 = By means of the Magi He accepted the adoration
of Babylon, and by His own presence He sanctified Egypt.

And be thou there until I bring thee word. Remain there until you receive
God's command. So, we, too, should do nothing apart from the will of God.

For Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him. Behold the foolishness
of a man who labors to prevail against the will of God. If it is not of God,
what do you fear? But if it is of God, how can you destroy the Child?

14-15. And he arose and took the young Child and His mother by night and
departed into Egypt; and was there until the death of Herod.: that it might be
Sfulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, Out of
Egypt have I called My Son (cf. Hoseall:1). The Jews claim that this
prophecy was spoken of the people whom Moses led out of Egypt. We reply,
Is it anything remarkable that something spoken of the people in type as a
foreshadowing, was realized by Christ in truth? Furthermore, who is the Son
of God—the Hebrew people who worshipped the idols and carvings of
Beelphegor, or He Who truly is the Son of God?

16.Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the Magi, was
exceedingly wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in
Bethlehem. As God used Moses to trick Pharaoh, so, too, He used the Magi
to trick Herod. For both Herod and Pharaoh were child slayers: Pharaoh slew
the male children of the Hebrews in Egypt, and Herod slew the male children
of the Hebrews in Bethlehem. Herod vents his wrath against the Magi upon
those who had wronged him in nothing.

Why were the children allowed to be slaughtered? So that Herod's
wickedness might be revealed. But perhaps you will ask, “Why did the
children have to suffer wrong in order to show Herod's wickedness?” Listen
then. The children were not wronged —they were made worthy of crowns.

Anyone who suffers some evil in this life, does so either that his sins might
be absolved, or that his crowns might be multiplied. So it is with these
children: for their suffering they will receive a greater crown in heaven.

And in all the region thereof, from two years old and under, according to the
time which he had carefully ascertained of the Magi.

17. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet,
saying. Lest anyone think that the slaying of the children took place against
the will of God, the Evangelist indicates that God both knew of it beforehand
and foretold it.

18. In Rama was there a voice heard. Rama is a place in Palestine of high
elevation; the name itself means “high.” This place fell by lot to the
inheritance of the tribe of Benjamin, who was Continued on page 6 =




7 GOSPEL COMMENTANRY (CONTINUED)

the son of Rachel, and Rachel was buried in Bethlehem. By Rachel,
therefore, the prophet Jeremiah means “Bethlehem,” for Rachel was buried
in Bethlehem.

Lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children... Listen to what the prophet is saying that weeping and lamentation
will be heard from on high, that is, Bethlehem weeping for its children.

...and would not be comforted, because they are not. In this life they are no
more, but their souls are immortal.

From “The Explanation of the Gospel of Saint Matthew”
by Saint Theophylaktos, Archbishop of Ochrid (AD 1055- 1107)

SUNDAY SYNAXARION
The Synaxarion
On the Sunday after the Nativity of Christ, we commemorate the holy and
just Ancestors of God: Joseph the Betrothed of the Holy Virgin, our Lady
the Theotokos; James the Brother of the Lord and the First Bishop of
Jerusalem; and David the Prophet and King.

Verses
I honor Joseph, the Betrothed of the Virgin, who to be her protector was
alone chosen.

Thou art a carpenter’s son, but also the brother of the Lord that built all
with a word, O blest James.

What shall I say, seeing that the Lord testifieth, as a man after Mine own
heart, I have found David.

David committed adultery and murder, yet God forgave him and glorified
him above all the kings of Israel. He gave him the great grace to compose
the most beautiful penitential prayers (the Psalms) and to prophesy the
coming of Christ. Thus, God was not ashamed to take upon Himself flesh
from David’s seed. God designated Joseph to protect the Most-holy Virgin
and imparted to him great honor in the plan of the salvation of mankind.
Although Joseph was of the royal lineage of David, he was a humble
carpenter in Nazareth. At the age of 80, Joseph took the Most-holy Virgin
from the Temple in Jerusalem and into his home. He entered into rest at the
age of 110. The Apostle James is called the “Brother of the Lord” because
he was the son of the righteous Joseph the Betrothed. James greatly loved
Jesus and, according to tradition, he traveled to Egypt with the Most-holy
Virgin and Joseph, when Herod sought to slay the newborn King.

HYMNS xttHe DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 2, Troparion of the Resurrection
When Thou didst descend to death, O Life immortal, « Thou didst slay Hades
with the splendor of Thy Godhead. * And when from the depths Thou didst raise
the dead, « all the powers of heaven cried out: * “O Giver of life, Christ our God,
glory to Thee.”
Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple, of the Midfeast of Pentecost
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, ¢ fill my thirsting soul with the waters of
piety, as Thou didst cry to all: « “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and drink.”
* O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.
Tone 4, Troparion of the Feast
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, * has shone to the world the light of wisdom. *
For by it, those who worshipped the stars, * were taught by a star to adore Thee,
* the Sun of Righteousness, ¢ and to know Thee, the Orient from on high. « O
Lord, glory to Thee.
Tone 2, Troparion of the Righteous Ones
Proclaim the wonder, O Joseph, * to David, the ancestor of God; ¢ thou hast seen
a Virgin great with child; * and thou didst give glory with the shepherds; ¢ thou
didst worship with the Magi,  and didst receive the news from the Angel. « Pray
to Christ God to save our souls.
Tone 4, Kontakion of the Temple, of the Midfeast of Pentecost
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, * cried to all in the midst of the feast
of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We fall before Thee
and faithfully cry: « “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the Fountain of our life.”
Tone 3, Kontakion of the Righteous Ones
Glory... Today godly David is filled with joy; ¢ Joseph and James ofter praise. *
The glorious crown of their kinship with Christ fills them with great joy. * They
sing praises to the One ineffably born on earth, * and they cry out: “O
Compassionate One, save those who honor Thee.”
Tone 3, Kontakion of the Feast

Both...Today the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendent One, * and the earth
offers a cave to the Unapproachable One. * Angels with shepherds glorify Him.
* The Wise Men journey with the star, ¢ since for our sake the eternal God was
born as a little Child.

Prokeimena
The Lord is my strength and my song; « He has become my salvation.
God is wonderful in His saints, * the God of Israel.

Instead of “It is truly meet...,” we sing:

Magnify, O my soul, the most pure Virgin Theotokos, * more honorable and
more glorious than the heavenly hosts. ¢ I behold a strange, most glorious
mystery: * heaven—the cave; ¢ the cherubic throne—the Virgin; ¢ the manger—
the place where Christ lay: * the uncontainable God, Whom we magnify in song.
Out of fear, we should choose to love silence, ¢ for that is a safer course; * so
difficult it is lovingly to compose intricately woven songs * to thee, O Virgin. ¢
But grant us strength, O Mother, ¢ equal to our natural calling.
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2 €EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS
Epistle for the Sunday After the Nativity, Galatians 1:11-19

BRETHREN, I make known to you that the gospel which was preached by me
is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught
it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of
my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond
measure and tried to destroy it. And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of
my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for
the traditions of my fathers. But when it pleased God, who separated me from
my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in
me, that [ might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately
confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were
apostles before me; but I went to Arabia and returned again to Damascus.
Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter and remained with
him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the
Lord’s brother.

Gospel for the Sunday After the Nativity, Matthew 2:13-23

AT THAT TIME, when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will
seek the young Child to destroy Him.” When he arose, he took the young
Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there until
the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” Then Herod,
when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry;
and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in
Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to
the time which he had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled
what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: “A voice was heard in
Ramah, lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children, refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.” Now when
Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph
in Egypt, 20 saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to
the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s life are dead.”
Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land
of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in
a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. And he came and dwelt
in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”
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the son of Rachel, and Rachel was buried in Bethlehem. By Rachel,
therefore, the prophet Jeremiah means “Bethlehem,” for Rachel was buried
in Bethlehem.

Lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children... Listen to what the prophet is saying that weeping and lamentation
will be heard from on high, that is, Bethlehem weeping for its children.

...and would not be comforted, because they are not. In this life they are no
more, but their souls are immortal.

From “The Explanation of the Gospel of Saint Matthew”
by Saint Theophylaktos, Archbishop of Ochrid (AD 1055- 1107)

SUNDAY SYNAXARION
The Synaxarion
On the Sunday after the Nativity of Christ, we commemorate the holy and
just Ancestors of God: Joseph the Betrothed of the Holy Virgin, our Lady
the Theotokos; James the Brother of the Lord and the First Bishop of
Jerusalem; and David the Prophet and King.

Verses
I honor Joseph, the Betrothed of the Virgin, who to be her protector was
alone chosen.

Thou art a carpenter’s son, but also the brother of the Lord that built all
with a word, O blest James.

What shall I say, seeing that the Lord testifieth, as a man after Mine own
heart, I have found David.

David committed adultery and murder, yet God forgave him and glorified
him above all the kings of Israel. He gave him the great grace to compose
the most beautiful penitential prayers (the Psalms) and to prophesy the
coming of Christ. Thus, God was not ashamed to take upon Himself flesh
from David’s seed. God designated Joseph to protect the Most-holy Virgin
and imparted to him great honor in the plan of the salvation of mankind.
Although Joseph was of the royal lineage of David, he was a humble
carpenter in Nazareth. At the age of 80, Joseph took the Most-holy Virgin
from the Temple in Jerusalem and into his home. He entered into rest at the
age of 110. The Apostle James is called the “Brother of the Lord” because
he was the son of the righteous Joseph the Betrothed. James greatly loved
Jesus and, according to tradition, he traveled to Egypt with the Most-holy
Virgin and Joseph, when Herod sought to slay the newborn King.




6 GOSPEL COMMENTANRY (CONTINUED)
Continued from page 5 © By means of the Magi He accepted the adoration
of Babylon, and by His own presence He sanctified Egypt.

And be thou there until I bring thee word. Remain there until you receive
God's command. So, we, too, should do nothing apart from the will of God.

For Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him. Behold the foolishness
of a man who labors to prevail against the will of God. If it is not of God,
what do you fear? But if it is of God, how can you destroy the Child?

14-15. And he arose and took the young Child and His mother by night and
departed into Egypt; and was there until the death of Herod: that it might be
Sfulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, Out of
Egypt have I called My Son (cf. Hoseall:1). The Jews claim that this
prophecy was spoken of the people whom Moses led out of Egypt. We reply,
Is it anything remarkable that something spoken of the people in type as a
foreshadowing, was realized by Christ in truth? Furthermore, who is the Son
of God—the Hebrew people who worshipped the idols and carvings of
Beelphegor, or He Who truly is the Son of God?

16.Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the Magi, was
exceedingly wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in
Bethlehem. As God used Moses to trick Pharaoh, so, too, He used the Magi
to trick Herod. For both Herod and Pharaoh were child slayers: Pharaoh slew
the male children of the Hebrews in Egypt, and Herod slew the male children
of the Hebrews in Bethlehem. Herod vents his wrath against the Magi upon
those who had wronged him in nothing.

Why were the children allowed to be slaughtered? So that Herod's
wickedness might be revealed. But perhaps you will ask, “Why did the
children have to suffer wrong in order to show Herod's wickedness?” Listen
then. The children were not wronged —they were made worthy of crowns.

Anyone who suffers some evil in this life, does so either that his sins might
be absolved, or that his crowns might be multiplied. So it is with these
children: for their suffering they will receive a greater crown in heaven.

And in all the region thereof, from two years old and under, according to the
time which he had carefully ascertained of the Magi.

17. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet,
saying. Lest anyone think that the slaying of the children took place against
the will of God, the Evangelist indicates that God both knew of it beforehand
and foretold it.

18. In Rama was there a voice heard. Rama is a place in Palestine of high
elevation; the name itself means “high.” This place fell by lot to the
inheritance of the tribe of Benjamin, who was Continued on page 6 =

REFLECTION onTHe SUNDAY GOSPEL (coNnTINUED) 3
Sunday After the Nativity of Christ

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

In the Epistle reading this morning, Saint Paul defends his Apostleship and
tells how he became an Apostle of Christ.

Saint Paul was not among the twelve Apostles and was not a follower of
Christ during His public ministry. Yet he was directly called by Christ, just
as the twelve had been. And, just as the twelve received the Gospel directly
from Christ, so did Saint Paul receive it by direct revelation. Of the Gospel
he preached Saint Paul states that, “I neither received it from man, nor was |
taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:12).

Indeed, all of true Christianity is revealed. Everything we believe, and
everything we practice, is God’s revelation to His faithful. Holy Scripture is
filled with the witness of this revelation to mankind. For instance, in the Old
Testament God spoke through Moses and the Prophets to His faithful. In both
the Old and New Testaments, we read that God also spoke through His
angels — such as in this morning’s Gospel where an Angel was sent to Joseph
in a dream, guiding him to preserve the lives of Jesus and His Mother.

Most importantly, God did not only speak through His prophets and angels
but, as incarnate God, He revealed Himself directly to us. Saint Paul writes
that God “has spoken to us by His Son, Whom He has appointed Heir of all
things, through Whom also He made the worlds” (Hebrews 1:2).

After His Resurrection and Ascension into the heavens, this Evangélion —
this “Good News” or “Gospel” — of Jesus Christ was entrusted to His holy
Apostles who preached it to the nations. The Gospel is not man’s invention,
but it is the Word of God spoken by God the Word. This is why Saint Paul
warns the Galatians not to accept any false and perverted “gospel.” In the
beginning of the same chapter from which we read today, Saint Paul says,
“Even if we, or an Angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than
we have preached to you, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:8).

We possess a great and the most-valuable treasure: the true Gospel revealed
by Jesus Christ and handed down through and within the Orthodox Church.
Indeed, we profess that our Orthodox faith is precisely and only “what Jesus
taught, the Apostles preached, and the Church faithfully maintains.”
Everything we believe and everything we practice in the Orthodox Church
is, and must be, absolutely consistent with this foundational premise.

Each of us, in our individual lives, must maintain our Orthodox Tradition
faithfully and share it with “all nations.” We must never adulterate it by
adopting strange and new teachings inconsistent with our historical faith. We
must never alter what has been, and always will be, the true Gospel.

Amen.




4 SUNDAY HOMILY
The Sunday After Nativity

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

On this Sunday the Church commemorates three individuals who were
particularly close to Christ.

First of all, His ancestor, the holy King and Prophet David, who foresaw the
Coming of Christ in his Psalms.

Secondly, the righteous Joseph the Betrothed, who protected the Mother of
God and her Child before, during and after His birth.

Thirdly, the son of Joseph, James, who accompanied the Mother of God,
Christ and Joseph on the flight into Egypt, and later became one of the
Apostles and indeed was martyred as James the Righteous, the first Bishop
of Jerusalem.

(Note: We know from Sacred Tradition that Joseph was a kinsman of Mary’s

father, Joachim. He a widower with four sons and three daughters who was
chosen by lot to be “betrothed” — not married — to the young Virgin, Mary.
This was done at the direction of the priests of the Temple so that Mary could
keep her vow to remain unmarried and dedicate her life to God and to the
study of the Holy Scriptures. Living in Joseph’s home with his extended
family Mary was respected and protected.)

It is interesting to recall the words of the Gospel regarding this Flight into
Egypt, and how Joseph was commanded to “take the young child and his
mother into Egypt.” We note how the Scriptures clearly do not call Christ,
“Joseph’s son,” or his mother, “your wife. Again, the Scriptures say that all
this was to fulfill the words of the Scriptures: “Out of Egypt have I called my
son,” and not, “out of Egypt have I called Joseph’s son.”

In addition to David, Joseph, and James, there are also three others who were
closely associated with Christ at this time, the Three Wise Men, also called
the Magi. They are commemorated on Christmas Day itself, but somehow
we often overlook them.

The Wise Men, by tradition three in number, came from Babylon, which was
at that time a center of astronomy. They came to worship Christ for they had
seen a great sign in the sky, the star which was the light of the Holy Spirit.

The Wise Men came with presents, gold, incense and myrrh. Gold
represented the Kingship of Christ. Incense represented the Priesthood of
Christ. Myrrh represented the Prophetic nature of Christ: His death,
resurrection, and triumph over Death.

We might well ask ourselves, what significance do these three gifts of the
Magi have in our relationship with Christ and His Church?
Continued on page 5 &=

SUNDAY HOMILY (coNTINUED) 5
Continued from page 4 % First of all, do we give gold to the Church? Not
literally gold, but financial support. There are some people who may think
that it is indelicate, or unspiritual, but the fact is that the Church needs
material support to survive. At this time of the year especially, it might be
good for us to look again at how we support the Church in this respect. The
Wise Men gave gold to Christ, which may well have paid for the Flight into
Egypt. How do we give gold to Christ?

Secondly, do we give incense to the people who form the Church, the
“members” — or limbs — of the Body of Christ? Again, not literally incense,
but respect, love of our neighbors whom we come across every time we
attend church. This is what incense means.

This is why the priest censes icons in church as well as the people who are
images of Christ. By so doing, the priest shows honor and respect, not hatred
and dislike. Do we honor one another and show concern and love for one
another? The Wise Men did so to Christ in Whose image we are all created.
How do we honor one another, showing love and patience?

Finally, do we give myrrh to those around us? Here too, not literally myrrh,
but merciful love and compassion to all those whom we meet in our daily
life, whoever they may be. The Wise Men gave the mercy of myrrh to Christ.
How do we show mercy to those around us who are all made in the image of
Christ?

Let us, on this Sunday after Christmas, look at what we give to Christ, to

those in His Church, and to those in His world, and let us ask ourselves if we
are Wise. Amen.

Reverend Andrew Phillips,

Saint John the Wonder Worker Church, Colchester, England

GOSPEL COMMENTARY

Luke 2:13. And when they had departed, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young Child and
His mother. Do you see now the reason why God permitted the Virgin to be
betrothed? It is revealed to you here: that Joseph might care for her and watch
over her. The angel did not say, “'take thy wife,” but “take the mother of the
Child.” For once his suspicion had been allayed, and the righteous man had
understood from the miracles attendant at His birth that everything was of
the Holy Spirit, the angel no longer calls her Joseph's “wife.”

And flee into Egypt. Even the Lord flees, to confirm that He was truly man.
If He had fallen into the hands of Herod and had not been slain, it would
have seemed that He had been made flesh only in appearance. He flees into
Egypt to sanctify even such an unholy place. There were two lands that were
the workshops of every iniquity: Babylon and Egypt.Continued on page 6
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EBaurenune

Koeoa ace 6onxevr omouinu,- ce, Ancen Iocnodenv saensemcsi 60 CHe
Hocugy u eosopum: ecmanv, ozomu Mnaoenya u Mamepo Eeo u bezu 6
Ezunem, u 6yov mam, doxone He cxaxcy mebde, ubo Upoo xouem uckamo
Mnaodenya, ymobwr noeyoums Eco. On ecman, 6351 Mnadenya u Mamepo
E2o nouwto u nowén 6 Ecunem, u mam ol 0o cmepmu Mpooa, oa coydemcsi
peuennoe [ocnodom uepes npopoxa, Komopuli cosopum: u3 Eeunma
60336a1 Al Coina Moezo. Tozoa Hpoo, ysudes cebss ocmesHHbIM 80IX8aAMU,
6ecbMa paseHesascs, U nocian usdbums écex maiadenyes ¢ Bugneeme u 6o
6cex npedenax e2o, om 08yX Jilem u Hudice, N0 8pemenl, KOmopoe 8vlgedai
om 601x608. Toz0a coviI0CH peyentnoe uepes npopoka Hepemuro, Komopbiti
eosopum: 2nac 8 Pame cnviwmen, niau u pvioanue u eonnv eenuxuti; Paxuns
naayem o 0emsx C60UX u He Xouem ymewumsocs, ubo ux vem. Ilo cuepmu
aice Upooda,- ce, Aneen I'ocnooenv 6o cue signsemces Uocugdy ¢ Ecunme u
2osopum: ecmanb, 6o3vmu Mnadenya u Mameps Eeo u uou 6 semnio
H3paunesy, ubo ymepau uckaguwue oyuiu Mnadenya. On ecman, 63571
Mnaodenya u Mamepo Eco u npuwén 6 zemnio Uspaunesy. Ycaviwas oice,
umo Apxenati yapcmseyem 6 Hyoee emecmo Hpooa, omya ceoezo, yoosiics
myoa uomu;, HO, NOJYYUE 60 CHe OMKPOBEHUe, Nowenl 6 npeodevl
Tanunesickue u, npuos, nocenuncss 6 copooe, Hazvigaemom Haszapem, da
coydemces peuennoe uepes npopoxog, umo On Hazopeem napeuemcs (M.
2, 13-23).

IIporounepent Anekcannp [laprynos

Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /{yxa.

Wyneiickuii  nappr  Mpox, oOMaHyTBIi  BOJIXBamu,
3aMpinuisier youiictBo boromnamenna. Ecnm emy He
YAAJIOCh OCYHIECTBUTH CBOM IPECTYIHBIA 3aMBICEI MTOCIIE
TOTO, KaK BOJIXBBI YIIUIM IOMOW JPYTHMM IIyTe€M, — 3TO HE
3HaYUT, 4YTO OH OTKa3ajcsi OT cBoero HaMmepeHus. OH
yBepeH, 4To, yOUB Bcex MilafieHIeB B Budieeme, oH IOpa3uT B UX YKCiIe U
ponusmierocs Lapst Myaelickoro.

141 XpI/ICTOC B BCUCD PO)K)_ICCTBa CTaHOBHTCS M3rHaHHUKOM. OH pPasacirICT
Csoro Cyab6y CO BCCMHU JIIOIbMH, C MUJUDIMOHAMU HAIINX COBPECMCHHHUKOB.
& 2
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2 & CKOJIb MHOTHE W3 HHUX MO3HAIH, YTO 3HAYNUT OLITh M3THAHHUKAMU K3
CBOCH 3eMIIH, KOT/Ia HEOOXOIUMO BCTAaBaTh CPEIM HOYM M CIIACATh CBOIO
*ku3Hb OerctBom! Ho OerctBo Cmsatoro CemeiictBa uMeeT OIHY
ocobenHocTh. Muagenen, Koroporo xorar cmactu, — CeiH boxwuil, u
BOJIXBBI Ha3bIBatOT Er0 «poduswumcs Llapem Hyoetickumy (M. 2, 2). On
BBIHYXJIeH OexaTh oT Mpoma Benmkoro, MOTyIecTBEHHOTO U JKECTOKOTO
naps. Hauwmnaercs HepaBHass OopnOa Mexay Hpomom, oOieueHHBIM
MOJIHOTOM BJIACTH, TOTOBBIM MOTOMUTH B KPOBU BCSAKOE COMPOTHUBICHUE, U
HutmM CeMeHCTBOM, B KOTOPOM OH HIIET yOuTh MitaneHra.

EnuncTtBenusiii Bpar, kotoporo Mpon He MOXET COKPYLIUTb, — €ro
coOCTBEHHAasI CMEPTh, ICHb OTO JHsI BCe 0oJiee MPUOIMKAIOMIAACS K HEMY.
Ona 0e3aJIOCTHO CMOTPUT HA HETO, M OJTHAXK]ILI OTHUMET Y HeTO HaBceria
€ro >KM3Hb — CO BCEH ero BIacThio U cujioid. M3 cTpaxa nepen 3TuM Bparom
— HHYEM HE YCTPaHUMOHW IWYHOW cMmepThio — HMpox wmer yOuTth
Mrnanenua, Kotopblit MOKeT MpeTeH10BaTh Ha ero Hapckui tpoH. OTciona
MAaHUYECKHUN yKac, TOJKAIONIMA €ro Ha YOWICTBO BCEX MJIQJICHIICB ATOTO
BO3pacTa B OKpecTHOCTsAX Budieema.

Hac He MoeT He meyanuTh, YTO OH TakK JIETKO HaXOAWT HMCIOJHUTENEH
HECJIBIXaHHOTO KpoBaBoro mpectymieHus. OAHako BCA HCTOpUS MHUpa
CBUJICTENILCTBYET, YTO B HUX HUKOT/Ia HEe ObIBacT HepocTaTKa. TOUHO Tak xe
Xpucroc Oynet crosath nepen [lunatom, u Tonma Oyaer kpuyats: «PacnHuy,
pacnau Ero! Her y Hac maps, kxpome kecaps». MIcTOpuku roBOpST, 4TO
Hpony B 3TO Bpems OBUIO OKOJIO CEMHIECITH JIET, TaKk 4To MialeHel,
TOJIBKO YTO POAMBILIMIICS, HE MOT NPEACTABIATH A HEro Kak JUIl Laps
KaKoi-1M00 omacHOCTH. JTO 3M0AesiHHE OBUIO COBEPIICHO YHCTO IIO
BHYIICHUIO 4YEJIOBEKOHEHABUCTHUKA JAMABOJA, pPAcHajsIoOIIEro  €ro
TOPAOCTBIO M JKECTOKOCThIO. llepeq Hamum — TmpenTeda aHTUXPUCTA.
[lopasutenbHo, YTO OH yOMBaeT BCceX MJIAJACHIIEB B BO3pAcTe JIBYX JIET U
Hmke. boromnaneniy, mo Bcelt BUAMMOCTH, He OBbLIO TorAa u rona. OxgHako
Upon ybuBaeT Bcex AeTeil A0 IBYX JIeT, YTOOBI HE YIyCTUTh Xpucra. OH
yOouBaeT Mu1aJieHIIeB He TOJIbKO B Buduieeme, HO M B €ro OKPeCTHOCTSIX,
SIBJISISE Oe3ymMmue 3J1a.

Tak ucnonusercsa npopouectso Ilucanus: «Inac 6 Pame caviwien: niay u
puloanue, u 60nIb 6elukuil. Paxunvy niavem o demsx ceoux, u He xoyem
ymewumscs, ubo ux Hemy. ITO MPOPOYECTBO YKE UCIIOIHUIOCH OJTHAXKTBI
BO BpeMeHa Uepemuu. Mol cabiiuM B [Tucanuu ero cnoso o Uepycanume,
BEJIOMOM B IUICH, IOKHUJIAIOMIEM 3eMIII0, TJIe OCTaeTcs rpoOHuIa Paxwmmm.
Jnst vHero Paxuns — o06pa3 3emuu OOETOBaHHOM, OHA TUIAYET O JCTSAX,
KOTOpPBIC JOJDKHBI OBITH TaM, HO MX TaM HeT. TOoYHO Tak ke B Budueeme
Hazexk1a Ha Oyayliee ucuesaeT co cMepThio aeteil. B PoxaectBo XpuctoBo

3TO MPOPOUECTBO PACKPHLIOCH C HOBOM CHUIIOI.
@ 3
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2« «llo cmepmu snce Upooa, — ce, Aucen I'ocnodensv 6o che s8nsemcs
Hocugy 6 Ecunme u eosopum: ecmansy, ozomu Mnadenya u Mamepo Eco
u uou 6 3zemnio Mspaunegy, ubo ymepau uckaguue oyuiu Muaoenya. On
ecman, 6331 Mnaoenya u Mameps E2o u npuwen 6 3emnio Uzpaunegyy. Yxe
BTOpOH pa3 MbI ciblIUM O siBieHun Mocudy Axrena. OH BBepsieT CBOIO
Cembio necuuuie boxwueit, u bor Bemer ero. On mpuemier MuaneHua,
Koropeiit He oT Hero, a or bora — He Kak COKpOBHILE, €My
MpUHAJUIeXKaIllee, HO KaK CIyXKeHHe, ToBepeHHoe eMy borom. Temneps Bcs
€ro XHU3Hb COCPEAOTOUYEHA Ha ATOM ciykeHHH. ColepKaHHe €ro KU3HU
COCTaBJISIET HE TO, YTO JIMYHO C HUM IPOUCXOIUT, HO CIY>KEHUE ATOMY
Mnanenny, Kortopsrii craner Cnacurenem Bcex mroneil. IlpaBeaHbrit
Hocud npepaércsst BogureancrBy boxmnio, 1 bor mokasbiBaer emy,
KAaKOil CJeIyoIuii mar oH Ao/ukeH caeaatb. OH OCKUT, MOTOM
BO3Bpaiaercs ¢ MnaaenneM u Ero Marepbio U, HaKOHEIl, TOCENIICTCS B
Oe3BecTHOM cenenun Hazaper.

Oto mpoucxoaut nocie cmeptd Mpoaa, koTopast HacTynwiIa OYeHb CKOPO
noclie yOueHusl HEBUHHBIX MIIaJieHLEeB. «Mue ommujenue u A3 6030am», —
rooput ['ocnosie. Kak 6b1cTpo MoskeT coBepmaThes boxune ormimenne!
N3 Bcex rpexoB HeBHHHO MPOJINTASA KPOBb CKOpee BCero nepenoJiHsaer
noarorepnenue Boxxue. Takoil 370061 U HEMCTOBCTBA OBLI HCIHOJHEH
Upon, yTo ABISUICS HENpPECTaHHBIM MYYEHHEM Uil ce0sl U CTpaxoMm At
OKpy’Karomux. ['ocrons MoKa3plBaeT HaM, YTO NPEACTaBISIOT U3 ceOs
ronutenu Ero u Ero nocnenosareneil. Bee, kTo mporuBocTont XpucTy U

Ero IlepxBu, okxa3biBailoTcss wu3Bepramu. OHM — BHE poja
yenoBeueckoro. OHM OyAyT W3BEp)KEHBI M3 YHCIA JIOJICH — eclnu He
MTOKAIOTCSl.

W cHoBa cnoBo boxne HanOMHUHAET HaM, KAK OCMOTPHTEJIBHO COBepIIaeT
¢ camoro Hauyajga Csoil myth Cnacurenb, 1 Hay4daeT 3ToMy CBOIO
HepxoBb. MoxHo Obuto OBl OyMaTh, 4TO MiaaeHel, POIUBIIMICS B
Budneeme, Tyna xxe um Bo3Bparutca. Ho cesaroit Mocud OOpyunuk co
BCAKHM OIACEHUEM OCTEPEraeTcsi HEOCTOPOXKHBIX IIAroB. « Yenviuwas drce,
umo Apxenati yapcmeyem 6 Hyoee emecmo Hpooa, omya ceoezo, ybosiics
myoa uOmuy». Mpl BUIWUM, KaKk OJHHM Bpard CMEHSIOT APYTHX, YTOOBI
cpaxatbces co XpuctoM H Ero IlepkoBsto. EnqBa ncuesaet onnH, kKak Ha €ro
MecTe MosiBigeTcs apyrod. /lmaBoJry Hajo, 4T00bI Bpaxkaa NPOTHB
I'ocmona u IlepkBu Ero B mupe He ociadeBana. Cesaroir Hocud
OO6pyunuk He uaer ¢ borommagenuem u boxwueit Mateprsio B Hyxeto,
nmoromy u4to bor Hukoraa He Xxo4der moaBepratb CBOHMX 4aj
O0eccmbiciieHHON omacHocTH. Ho Bcé genaer TOJNBKO pagu  uX

HUCNBITAHUA B BEPHOCTU U paaun BEYHOI HMX CJIABbI. HpI/I,Z[CT qac, Koraa
& 4
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3 < oum, O6nmaromaps bora, morigyTt 3a CBoum I'ocnogom nHa kpect. Ho
Teneps — BpeMs npeOsiBanus B Hazapere.

Msr cnpimmM cerofHs, uyto Hamiero Crnacurtens Ha3biBaloT Mucycom u3
Hazapera — T0, ut0o ans myneeB Obuto cobnmaszHom. M6o «us Haszapema
Mmodicem au Ovimbs umo Oobpoe’» B EBanrenuum cka3zaHo, 4TO Tak
UCTIONHSAETCA peueHHoe npopokamu, uro Ou Hazopeem nHapeuetcs. CBsTole
OTIIBI TOBOPST, YTO B 3TOM MMEHHU €CTh Hekas TaiiHa. COrJIacHO MPOPOKY
Ucauun, ono o3navaer OTpacib, U3 KOTOPOH MPOU30UIET CIIACEHUE BCEM.
On nHazweiBaeT Ero Bemukum Hazopeem. He To, uto Xpucroc Oyzer B
CTpOroM cMbIcie HazopeeM, 100 OH OyneT MUTh BUHO M MPUKAcaTbCsl K
ymepmuMm. Ho mpopok HaszpiBaeT Ero Tak 3a Ero wuckimouuTensHYyO,
eIMHCTBEHHYIO CBATOCTH, 3a Bcemenoe nocBauienue CeOst bory B gene
crnaceHus poja deioBeueckoro. UM 3TO WM, K KOTOPOMY YUYHUTENS
JIYXOBHOCTH OYIYT OTHOCHTHCS C TNpe3peHueM. BhITh Ha3apsSHHHOM —
3HAYUT OBITH YEJIIOBEKOM, OT KOTOPOTO HENb3sl 0KHUIATh HUYEr0 XOPOLIETO
Y KOTOPBII HE 3aCITy)KHBAaeT HUKAKOTO YBAKECHHUA. TaK BEITMKO MOMpPaYCHIC
U TaJeHME YEIOBEUECKOe, B TOM YHCIIE CPEAM TeX, KTO JIOJDKEH Obl OBITH
«CBETOM SI3BIKOBY.

Ho I'ocnionn Gepér Ha Cebdsi ¢ caMoro Ha4yaja Becb Hall MO30p, YTOObI
aatb HaMm CBolo ciaasy. IlycTs HHKaKHe 0CKOPOJIeHUs He OYYT JJIsl HAC
HellepeHOCHMBbI, eCJIM MbI CI0J00JIsIeMCsl MOJIYYMTh UX pagu XpHCTa.
Ham T'ocriogs nHaspiBaer Cebsi caMblM yHUYMKHTENbHBIM HMeHeM. OH
npuires, 4roObl Bcex cmacTu, 4roObl mms Hazopeit — «uenoBex u3
Hazapera» 0bu10 co3ByyHO nMenn EmMmanyun — «c Hamu bory, I'ociogp
Ham Mucyc Xpucroc.
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3 & oHm, O6naromaps bora, moiayT 3a CBoum ['ocromom Ha kpect. Ho
Teneps — BpeMs npeObiBanus B Hazapere.

Msr capluM cerofnsi, 4yto Hamrero CracuTens HasbiBarOoT Mucycom u3
Hazapera — T0, uro ms myzaeeB Obuio cobmaznoMm. U6o «uz Hasapema
Modicem au Ovimb umo 0obpoe?» B EBaHremuu cka3zaHo, 4TO Tak
UCTIONHSAETCA peueHHoe nmpopokamu, uto OH Hazopeem Hapeuetcs. CBsTbIE
OTIIBI TOBOPST, YTO B ATOM UMCHH €CTh Hekas TaiiHa. COrIacHO MPOPOKY
Ucauun, oo oznauaer OTpacib, U3 KOTOPOU MPOU3OUIET CIIACEHUE BCEM.
On nazwsBaeT Ero Bemmkum Hazopeem. He T0, uto Xpucroc Oyzer B
CTpOroM cMbIciIe HazopeeM, n00 OH OyZeT MUTh BUHO M MPUKAcaTbCs K
ymepmuMm. Ho mpopok HaseiBaer Ero tak 3a Ero wuckimouutensHyo,
€IMHCTBEHHYIO CBATOCTH, 3a Bceuenoe nocesmeHne Ceds bory B mene
crnaceHus pona uenoBedeckoro. M 3To MMA, K KOTOPOMY YUUTENsS
JIYXOBHOCTH OYAYT OTHOCHUTBCSI C Tpe3peHHeM. BeITh HazapsHHHOM —
3HAYUT OBITH YEIOBEKOM, OT KOTOPOTO HEJb35l 0KUAATh HUYETO XOPOILETO
Y KOTOPBIH He 3aCITy’)KUBaeT HUKAKOTO YBaKeHUs. Tak BETMKO MOMpayeHUe
U TaJieHHe YeJIOBEYECKOe, B TOM YHUCIIE CPelu TeX, KTO AOJKEH Obl OBITh
«CBETOM SI3BIKOBY.

Ho I'ocrioan 0epéT Ha Cels ¢ caMoro Hayajia Bech Hall MO30P, YTOObI
aatb HaMm CBo1o ciaaBy. [IycTe HUKaKkHe ocKopOIeHHsT He OYAYT JJIsl HAC
HellepeHOCHMBbI, eCJIM MbI Cof00/IsieMcsl MOJYYUTh UX pagu XpHCTa.
Ham T'ocnogpr HaseiBaeT Ce0si caMblM YHHUIDKUTEIbHBIM UMeHeM. OH
mpuirea, 4TroObl BceX cmacTd, 4roObl mMsa Haszopelh — «denoBek u3
Hazapera» 6bu10 co3Byuno umenn Emmanynn — «c namu bory», 'ocrioas
Ham Mucyc Xpucroc.
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EBaurenune

Koeoa sice sonxevi omounu, - ce, Aneen I ocnodens siensemces 6o cue Hocugy
u 2ogopum: ecmausp, 03omu Mnadenya u Mamepo Eeo u 6eacu ¢ Ecunem, u
0y0b mam, ooxone He cxkaxcy mebe, ubo Hpoo xouem uckamo Mnadenya,
umobwl nozyoums Eco. On ecman, 631 Miadenya u Mameps E2o Houvio u
nowén 6 Eeunem, u mam owvin 0o cmepmu Hpooa, da cOydemcs peuennoe
Tocnooom uepes npopoka, komopuwiil 2osopum: uz Eeunma eozzean A Coina
Moezo. Tocoa Hpoo, ysudes cebsi OCMESAHHbIM BOJXEAMU, BECbMA
pasenesancs, u nocian usdums écex maadenyes @ Budghneeme u 6o écex
npeoenax ezo, om 08yx Jilem u Hudce, N0 8PEMeHU, KOMopoe bleedal om
601x608. Tozoa coviioch peuennoe uyepes npopoka HMepemuio, Komopuwiil
eosopum: 2nac 6 Pawe civiuen, niau u pvidanue u 6onne eenuxui; Paxuns
naayem o 0emsx Ceoux u e xouem ymewumocs, uoo ux nem. Ilo cmepmu
arce Upooa,- ce, Aneen I'ocnodenw 6o crhe saesemcs Hocudy ¢ Eeunme u
eosopum: ecmans, 603bmu Mnaoenya u Mamepv Eco u uou 6 3emuio
H3paunesy, ubo ymepau uckaswue oywu Mnadenya. Oun ecman, 63s1
Mnaodenya u Mamepo Eco u npuwén ¢ zemnro Mspaunesy. Ycaviwas oice,
umo Apxenaii yapcmeyem 6 Hyoee emecmo Hpooda, omya ceoeeo, yoosics
myoa uomu, Ho, HNOAYHUE 60 CHe OMKpOGeHue, Nnoulen 6 npeoevl
Tanunesickue u, npuods, nocenuncs @ 2opode, nHaszvigaemom Hazapem, da
cbyoemcs peuennoe uepes npopoxos, umo On Hazopeem napeuemcs (M.
2, 13-23).

ITIporounepent Anekcannp llaprynos

Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo [yxa.

Wyneiickuit  naps  Hpon, oOMaHyTHId — BOJIXBamu,
3aMpILUIsieT youictBo boromnanenua. Ecim emy He
YAAIOCh OCYLIECTBUTH CBOW NMPECTYNHBIN 3aMBICEIN MOCIIE
TOTO, KaK BOJIXBBI YIUIM JOMOM JpyTUM IyTeM, — 3TO HE
3HaYUT, 4YTO OH OTKa3ajici OT cBoero HaMmepeHusa. OH
yBepeH, 4To, yOUB Bcex MiaJeHLeB B Budneeme, OH mopa3uT B UX YHCIE U
ponusmierocs Lapst Myaelickoro.

141 XpI/ICTOC B BCUCD PO)K,[[CCTBa CTaHOBHUTCS M3rHaHHUKOM. OH pasaciscT

Csoro CYI[B6y CO BCCMHU JIIOAbMHU, C MUJUIMOHAMHU HAIIMX COBPCMCHHUKOB.
& 2
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2 & CkoJIb MHOTHE U3 HHX MMO3HAIH, YTO 3HAYHUT OBITh M3THAHHUKAMH U3
CBOEH 3eMJM, KOT1a HeoOXOIUMO BCTaBaTh CPEAM HOYHU M CIAcaTh CBOIO
*ku3Hb  OerctBom! Ho OerctBo Cesitoro CemelicTBa uMeeT OJHY
ocobeHHocTh. Miazenen, Koroporo xorst crmactu, — CwiH boxuii, n
BOJIXBBI Ha3bIBAIOT Ero «poduswumcs Lapem Uyoetickumy (M. 2, 2). On
BBIHYKIEH Oexath oT Mpoaa Bennkoro, MOrymecTBEHHOTO M AKECTOKOTO
naps. Hauwnaercs HepaBHas Ooppba Mexay HWpomom, oOieueHHBIM
MOJIHOTOM BJIACTH, TOTOBBIM IOTOITUTH B KPOBU BCSIKOE CONPOTHUBIICHUE, U
HumuM CeMeiicTBOM, B KOTOPOM OH HMUIET YOUTh MiaaeHua.

EnuncTtBennsiii Bpar, kotoporo Mpoa He MOXKET COKpPYIIUTh, — €ro
coOCTBEHHAasi CMEPTh, ACHb OTO JIHS Bce OoJiee MPHOIMKAIOIIASICS K HEMY.
Ona 06e3XaJIOCTHO CMOTPUT Ha HETO, ¥ OJTHAX/IBI OTHHUMET Y HETO HaBCerIa
€ro JKU3Hb — CO BCEH €ro BIACThIO U cuioil. U3 cTpaxa mepes 3TUM Bparom
— HHYEM HE YCTpaHUMOW IMYHOW cMmepThio — Wpox wimer yOuTh
Mrnanenua, KoTopblit MOXeT NpeTeH0BaTh Ha €ro Hapckuid Tpon. OTcrona
MAaHUYECKHUN yKac, TONKAIONIUN ero Ha YOMICTBO BCEX MIIAQJICHIEB 3TOTO
BO3pacTa B OKpecTHOCTsAX Budieema.

Hac He MOXeT He medaauTb, YTO OH TaK JIETKO HaXOAWMT HCIIOJIHUTENEH
HECJIBIXaHHOTO KPOBAaBOTO mpecTyIuieHns. OJHaKko BcA HUCTOpPHS MHpa
CBUJICTENBCTBYET, YTO B HUX HUKOT/Aa HE ObIBaeT HeJocTaTka. TOYHO Tak
ke Xpucroc Oymer croars mepen Iluimarom, u Tonma OyAeT KpHUYaTh:
«Pacnuu, pactinu Ero! Her y Hac naps1, kpoMe kecapsi». lcTopuku roBopsr,
4yto Mpoay B 3To BpeMs ObLIO OKOJIO CEMHECATH JIET, TaKk 4To Mianenern,
TOJIBKO YTO POJMBLIMICS, HE MOT IPEICTABIAThH JUIA HETO KakK IJs Laps
Kakoi-1100 OomacHOCTH. DTO 370A€sHME OBLJIO COBEPLUICHO YHUCTO IO
BHYIIEHUIO YEJIOBEKOHEHAaBUCTHMKA [UaBOJIa, pAacCHaJAIOLIEr0  €ro
TOPAOCTBI0 M KeCTOKOCThIo. [lepen HaMum — TmpenTeda aHTUXPHUCTA.
[lopasutenbHO, YTO OH yOHMBaeT BCeX MIIAJACHIEB B BO3pacTe ABYX JIET U
Huke. boromnanenuy, o Bceit BUAMMOCTH, He ObLI0 TOraa ¥ roga. OqHako
Upon yOouBaeT Bcex AeTeid 10 ABYX JIET, YTOOBI HE YIyCcTHTh Xpucra. OH
yOouBaeT MiIaJieHIIeB He TOJIbKO B Budieeme, HO 11 B €ro OKpecTHOCTSIX,
SIBJISISE Oe3ymMmue 3J1a.

Tak ucnonusercsa npopouectBo [lucanus: «/ nac ¢ Pame caviwien: niad u
puloanue, u 6onav geaukutl. Paxuns niauem o demsx ceoux, u He xouem
ymewumscsi, ubo ux Hemy. ITO MPOPOUYESCTBO YIKE UCTIONTHUIOCH OJTHAXKTBI
BO BpeMeHa Mepemun. Mrl cibiiiuMm B [Tucanuu ero cinoso o Uepycanume,
BEJIOMOM B TIJICH, MOKHUAIOIIEM 3€MJIIO, TJIe OCTaeTcs rpoOHuIa Paxumm.
Jnst vero Paxunp — o00pa3 3emumm O0eTOBaHHOM, OHA IIAYeT O JICTSAX,
KOTOpPBIC JIOJDKHBI OBITH TaM, HO UX TaM HeT. To4HO Tak ke B Budueeme
HazexkIa Ha Oyaymiee uHcue3aeT co cMepThio Jeteid. B Poxnaectso
XpHUCTOBO 3TO MPOPOUYECTBO PACKPHLUIOCH C HOBOM CHIIOH.
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Hocugy ¢ Ecunme u cosopum: ecmanyw, 603omu Miadenya u Mameps E2o u
uou 6 semmo HMspaunesy, ubo ymepau uckaguwue oywu Mnadenya. Ow
ecman, 6331 Mnaoenya u Mamepo Eeo u npuwen 6 zemnro Hzpaunegyy. Yxe
BTOPOH pa3 MbI cibluM o sBieHnd Mocudy Anrena. OH BBepsieT CBOIO
Cembio necuunie boxueit, u bor Benmer ero. OH mpuemiier MiajeHua,
Koropeiit He or Hero, a or bora — He Kak COKpOBHIIE, €My
MpUHAANIeKAIIee, HO KaK CIyXeHHue, foBepeHHoe emy borom. Tenepb Best
€ro >KM3Hb COCPEAOTOYCHA Ha 3TOM cliy>keHuH. Coaep:KaHue ero >KU3HU
COCTaBIISIET HE TO, YTO JIMYHO C HUM HPOUCXOJUT, HO CITy’)KEHUE 3TOMY
Mnanennty, Kortoperii craner Cnacutenem Bcex mtoncil. IlpaBeanbli
Hocud npepaércss BoautenbcTrBy boxkuio, m bor mokaseiBaer emy,
KAaKOil Cleqylommii mar OH I0JkKeH caedarb. OH OCKUT, MOTOM
Bo3Bpaiaercs ¢ Minanennem u Ero Matepbio 1, HaKOHEIl, MOCEISICTCS B
Oe3BecTHOM cenenun Hazaper.

OT0 MpOUCXOANT Tocie cMeptu Mpona, koTopas HacTynuia O4eHb CKOPO
nociie yOueHus: HEeBUHHbBIX MJIAJeHIEB. «Mue ommuenue u A3 6o30amy», —
roBopurt ['ocrionib. Kak 0b1cTpo MoxkeT coBepmiaThbes boxne ormimenne!
N3 Bcex rpexoB HEBHHHO NMPOJIMTAsi KPOBb CKOpee BCero mnepenoJiHser
noarorepnenue boskue. Takoil 3100bI M HEUCTOBCTBAa OBLI HCHOJHEH
Upon, uTo sIBISIICS HEMPECTaHHBIM MYy4YEHHEM Ajisl ceOs M CTpaxom s
OKpykatomux. ['ocrmonp MOKa3plBaeT HaM, YTO MPEICTABISIOT M3 cels
ronutenu Ero u Ero nocnenosareneii. Bee, kTo npoTtuBocTouT XpHCTY H

Ero llepkBu, oxa3piBaloTcsi mu3Bepramu. OHuM — BHE poja
yenoBeueckoro. OHM OyAyT H3BEp)KEHBI M3 YHUCHa JIIOACH — eclnu He
MTOKAIOTCSl.

W cHoBa cnoBo boxue HamoMuHAaeT HaM, KaK OCMOTPUTEJIBHO COBEpIIAaeT
¢ camoro Havyana Cpoil myrs Cnacuresb, 1 Hay4daer 3TomMy CBolo
HepkoBs. MoxxHO OBUIO OBI IymaTh, 4TO MiajieHel, POAWBIIHICS B
Budgneeme, Tyna xe u BoszBparutrcs. Ho cBaroir Mocud OOpydnHux co
BCAKHM OIIACEHHEM OCTEpEraeTcs HEOCTOPOXKHBIX IAroB. « Ycrwviuiag drce,
umo Apxenaii yapcmeyem ¢ HUyoee emecmo HUpooda, omya ceoeeo, yoosiics
myoa uomuy». Mpl BUANM, KaK OJHH BpParun CMEHSIOT IPYTUX, YTOOBI
cpaxaTbces co XpuctoM u Ero LlepkoBeto. EnBa ncuesaer onuH, Kak Ha ero
MecTe MosBisieTcs Apyrod. JImasoay Haxo, 4To0bI Bpakaa NPOTHB
Iociona u LlepkBu Ero B mupe He ocnadeBana. Cssaroii Hocud
O6pyunuk He uaer ¢ boromnanenuem m boxwueit Marepsio B Uynero,
nmoromy uto bBor Hukorga He xoder mnoaseprate CBomx 4ajg
OeccMbIciieHHOM omnmacHocTH. Ho Bcé gemaer TONBKO paam  HX
HCNIBITAHUA B BEPHOCTH M Paju Be4yHOil ux caasbl. [Ipuner yac, korma
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“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14

A Ministry of the
Sunday, December 29, 2024 Volume 12, Issue 52 | Orthodox Christian Network

God reveals His Son to us!

Have you ever found a word in the
Bible that you don’t understand? Sometimes
grown-ups even have to find out what a word
means.

In the epistle reading today, Saint Paul tells us
where the gospel, the good news, came from.
“For I did not receive it from man, nor was I
taught it, but it came through a revelation of
Jesus Christ.” Do you know what the word
“revelation” means? A revelation means some-
thing that is revealed, something that is shown.
Saint Paul means that God showed him something. God showed him the
way with Jesus Christ.

Later on, Saint Paul says that God “was pleased to reveal his Son to me.”
God showed Jesus to him. God showed him the way to our Lord, Jesus
Christ.

Did you know that God can reveal His Son to us too? God shows us His
Son, Jesus Christ, when we read the Bible. He shows us His Son when we
go to church and receive Holy Communion. He shows us His Son when
we pray to Him, together with our friends at church, or when we pray
alone. Let’s ask God to reveal His Son to us, so we can be more like our
Lord, Jesus Christ!

WORD SEARCH
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Can you find these
words in the jum-
ble?
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Bible

Christ is born
Communion
David

King
Nativity
Prophet
Revelation
Salvation
Shepherd
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« WHAT’S IN THE ICON?

i~

In most icons, you see King David
with a crown and a scroll with words
from the book of Psalms.

(like a harp) instrument. That’s be-
cause he played it for King Saul!
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& But here, you see him with a lyre
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HOLY PROPHET DAVID
WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT HIM?

Have you ever read a biogra-

phy? Let’s say you learned about a presi-
dent. You might find out where he went to
school, what he did before he became presi-
ATN dent, and then what he did as president.
Biographies are interesting because we like
to find out how somebody grew to be a
great person.

But today we celebrate a saint who has one
of the most interesting biographies of all!
David was a shepherd. He sang and played
the harp too. He killed the great Goliath
with his slingshot. He worked for King Saul and became his friend.
Then David even became king himself! He didn’t always do the right
thing, but he asked God to forgive him and he became close again
with God.

We can read about King David in the Bible, and we can pray with the
beautiful psalms (songs) that he wrote in the Bible. We hear these
words in our church services too! We call David a prophet, because
the psalms tell us things that God wanted His people to hear.

We celebrate David today because he was a relative of Christ, and of
course we celebrated His birth just a few days ago!
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We celebrate St. David today, the Sunday after Christmas. %
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Christ is born!
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