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Epistle for Sunday Before the Nativity, Hebrews 11:9-10, 11:17-23
BRETHREN: By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country,
dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same
promise; for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and
maker is God. By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and
he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom
it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” concluding that God was
able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him
in a figurative sense. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things
to come. By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of
Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. By faith Joseph, when
he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and
gave instructions concerning his bones. By faith Moses, when he was born,
was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful
child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command. And what more shall
I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson
and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: who through faith
subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight
the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again.
Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a
better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes,
and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two,
were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins
and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented— of whom the world was
not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of
the earth. And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did
not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that
they should not be made perfect apart from us.

Gospel for Sunday Before the Nativity, Matthew 1:1-25
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of
Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah
and his brothers. Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot
Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot
Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz
begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king.
David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah.
Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa.
Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah.
Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah.
Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh Continued on page 3 =




3 REFLECTION onTHe SUNDAY GOSPEL (CONTINUED)
Continued from page 2 = begot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. Josiah begot
Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried away to Babylon.
And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and
Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim,
and Eliakim begot Azor. Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim
begot Eliud. Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot
Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born
Jesus who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David are
fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen
generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen
generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother
Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found
with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and
not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away
secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name
Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” So all this was done that
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet,
saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall
call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” Then Joseph,
being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and
took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her
firstborn Son. And he called His name Jesus.

REFLECTION onTtHeE SUNDAY GOSPEL
Sunday Before the Nativity of Christ
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

In the Gospel read on the Sunday before the Nativity of Christ, the genealogy
of our Savior is reckoned. In the forty-two generations described (fourteen
from Abraham to David, fourteen from David until the Babylonian captivity,
and fourteen from the Babylonian captivity until Christ) we note that the
tribes of Judah and Levi were united in a fusion of their bloodlines.

Why is this significant? Because our Lord, Jesus Christ came into the world
as both King and Priest.

Abraham had a son named Isaac, who in turn had a son named Jacob who
was later renamed Israel. Jacob (Israel) had twelve sons, and the descendants
of these sons comprised the twelve tribes of Israel. Two of Jacob’s twelve
sons were named Judah and Levi.

Continued on page 4 =

REFLECTION onTHE SUNDAY GOSPEL (coNTINUED) 4
Continued from page 3 ¥ When Moses led the descendants of Jacob (Israel)
out of Egypt, they camped in the area near Mount Sinai where God gave
Moses His laws for His people.

According to God’s laws eleven of the tribes were to inherit a portion of the
promised land in Canaan; one tribe, the tribe of Levi, was designated to serve
the Temple as priests and to subsist from the tithes given by the other tribes.

Jesus Christ is descended from the tribe of Levi, and thus He is of the priestly
heritage and filled with holiness.

After the descendants of Jacob settled in the promised land, they choose to
have a king for their nation which was comprised of the twelve tribes of
Israel. David, Solomon, and the rest of the kings of Israel belonged to the
tribe of Judah.

Jesus Christ being also descended from the tribe of Judah shines forth with
the splendor of a royal heritage.

Thus, the Scriptures give us clear testimony that our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, is shown to be at once both King and Priest.

At the same time the Gospel reminds us that among the ancestors of Jesus
were outsiders, sinners and even very wicked individuals.

Jesus is descended from foreigners (Ruth was from Moab, and not a
descendant of Israel), from a murderer and adulterer (King David and the
wife of Uriah), and even from a wicked apostate (King Ahaz behaved
wantonly and had been faithless to the Lord).

Saint Matthew mentions these to show us that no one should be ashamed of
his forefathers but should strive by his own virtue to make even them
illustrious. The Evangelist shows us that all of us can be acceptable to God
—if we have virtue.

After all, Christ was born to save all who would believe in Him!
Amen.

SUNDAY HOMILY
Sunday of the Fathers
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Last Sunday the Church commemorated all the righteous of the Old
Testament who awaited the coming of Christ. Today, the Sunday before the
Birth of Christ on earth, the Church remembers all those in the Old
Testament who were related to Christ by blood and those who spoke of His
Birth as a man. That is why today we have read Christ's family tree from the
Gospel of Saint Matthew. Continued on page 5 &




5 SCRIPTURE COMMENTANRY (CONTINUED)

Continued from page 4 = In this way the Church shows us that Christ really
became a man, that the Son of God really took on human nature. He was not
a ghost, an apparition, a myth, a distant imagined god, the abstract god of
philosophers. Such a god does not have a family tree. Our God is the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He has flesh and blood, human ancestors, many
of whom sinned greatly, but like David, also repented greatly. By taking on
human nature, the Son of God became like us in all ways, in flesh and blood,
in tears and sweat, in mind and soul, in heart and will, He differed from us
in only one way, He did not sin. Since we know that Christ's human nature
remained sinless, He shows us the way that we too can go in order to strive
to avoid sin and so improve and transform our failing human nature.

However, the fact that Christ took on human nature and has a family tree,
has another meaning too. Christ is descended from Adam through Abraham
and David, through His ancestors Joachim and Anne - in His human nature
He is therefore related to us, and we are related to Him. He is a cousin of our
ancestors. He is one of our own forebears. He is our kith and kin, and we are
His kith and kin, we belong to the same family. It is now that we understand
that with Christ we belong to a family, a family of saints and sinners, but a
family of which he is the Head, and we are His children, the children of
Mother Church and Father God. And believing in the Fatherhood of God, we
believe in the Brotherhood of Man.

Holy Fathers of Christ, pray to God for us! Amen.
Reverend Andrew Phillips, Colchester, England

GOSPEL COMMENTANRY

Matthewl:1. The book of the generation.

Why did Saint Matthew not say “vision” or “word” as did the prophets who
prefaced their writing in this manner: “The vision which Isaiah saw” (Isaiah
1:1), and “The word which came to Isaiah” (Isaiah 1:1). Do you wish to
know why? Because the prophets were speaking to hard-hearted and
disobedient people, and therefore they would say, “This is a divine vision,”
or “This is the word of God, ” so that the people would be frightened and not
disdain what was said.

But Matthew was addressing believers who were obedient and of a good
disposition, and for this reason he did not begin in the manner of the
prophets. I will also add that what the prophets saw, they saw noetically, that
is, with their minds, envisioning these things by the Holy Spirit; and this is
why they called them “visions.”

But Matthew did not see Christ noetically, nor did he envision Him in his
mind, but he was with Him tangibly and listened to Him with his senses and
Continued on page 6 =

GOSPEL COMMENTANRY (CONTINUED) 6
Continued from page 5 # saw Him in the flesh. Therefore, he did not say,
“The vision which I saw,” but “The book of generation.”

Of Jesus. The name “Jesus” is not Greek but Hebrew, meaning “Savior”, for
too is the Hebrew word for “salvation” (lao is a Greek transliteration of the
Hebrew word).

Christ. The Hebrew kings and priests were called “christs” (i.e. “anointed
ones”), because they were anointed with the holy oil poured out from a horn
held over the head. The Lord, therefore, is called Christ, both as King
because He ruled over sin, and as Priest because He offered Himself as a
sacrifice for us.

He Himself was pre-eminently anointed with the true oil, the Holy Spirit; for
who else possessed the Spirit as did the Lord? In the saints, the grace of the
Holy Spirit was at work, but in Christ it was not the grace of the Spirit at
work, but rather Christ being of one essence with the Spirit worked the
miracles.

The Son of David. Since Matthew had said “Jesus”, he added “the Son of
David”, so that you would not think he was speaking of the other “Jesus”
(i.e., “Joshua” the son of Navi, or son of Nun), for there was another
renowned Jesus, who became commander under Moses

In Greek and Hebrew “Joshua” and “Jesus” are the same name: lesous in
Greek, Yeshua in Hebrew. There are two forms of the same name used in
English, due to the fact that “Joshua” is taken from the Hebrew, rather than
the Greek (Septuagint), text of the Old Testament, while “Jesus”, of course,
is taken from the Greek of the New Testament. In Hebrew the name “Joshua”
simply means “one who saves” or, simply, “savior.”

Joshua, the son of “Navi” or “Nun”, preceded David by many generations
and was not of the tribe of Judah, from which David was descended, but of
another.

The son of Abraham. Why did he place David before Abraham? He did so
because to the Jews David had greater renown, both because he was more
recent than Abraham and because he was more illustrious on account of his
kingdom. For of the kings, David was the first to please God, and he received
the promise from God that the Christ would arise from his seed. For this
reason, all men called Christ “the Son of David.”

And indeed, David was also a symbolic type of Christ: for just as David ruled

after Saul, that outcast from God who was rejected, so too Christ came in the

flesh to reign over us after Adam had been deprived of the kingship and the
dominion which he had over all things, both animals and demons.

From The Explanation of the Gospel of Saint Matthew

by Saint Theophylaktos, Archbishop of Ochrid (AD 1055- 1107)




7 SUNDAY SYNAXARION
From the Synaxarion (Calendar) Read at Matins

On this day, the Sunday before the Nativity of Christ in the Holy Orthodox
Church, we have been enjoined by our holy and God-bearing Fathers to make
commemoration of all them that from the beginning of time have been well-
pleasing unto God, from Adam even unto Joseph the Betrothed of the Most
Holy Theotokos, according to genealogy, as Luke the Evangelist hath
recounted historically; and likewise for the Prophets and Prophetesses,
especially of Daniel the Prophet and the three holy youths.

It is also known as the Sunday of the Holy Genealogy. We remember the
aforementioned names, those in the Old Testament who were related to
Christ by blood, and those who spoke of His Birth as a man.

In the Divine Liturgy, we shall read of Jesus Christ’s lineage from the Gospel
of Saint Matthew. In this way, the Church shows us that Christ truly became
a man, taking on human nature. He was not a ghost, an apparition, a myth, a
distant imagined god, or the abstract god of philosophers; such a god does
not have a family tree.

Our God is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He has flesh and blood,
human ancestors — many of whom sinned greatly, but like David, also
repented greatly. Yet, all of these righteous ones in every age had been well-
pleasing to God because they loved Him.

By taking on human nature, the Son of God became like us in all ways, in
flesh and blood, in mind and soul, and in heart and will. He differed from us
in only one way: He could not sin. Since we know that Christ’s human nature
remained sinless, He is also fully divine, and He shows us the way in which
we can avoid sin, and so improve and transform our human nature.

Begotten eternally of the Father in a manner beyond all utterance, the Only
Son and Word of God, Who took flesh for our Salvation, is without ancestry
in His divine nature; but, in His humanity, Jesus Christ is the Son of Man.

He appeared upon earth when God had made ready a vessel pure and holy
enough to receive Him: the Most Holy Virgin Mary, concluding and
fulfilling a long period of preparation. Heaven and earth, peoples and times,
seasons of gladness or sorrow, all were brought into existence by God in
well-ordered sequence, to prepare or to announce His coming.

From Adam, the first man, to the All-Holy Mother of God, the generations
succeeded one another according to God’s good pleasure and election until
the fullness of times (c¢f. Ephesians 1:10), the moment foreseen by God from
all eternity, in which would be born a little child, He who is, at one and the
same time eternal God and man subject to death, the fruit of all the promises
and the hope of all the Righteous.

HYMNS a1t TtHe DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 1, Troparion (Resurrection)
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, * while the soldiers were
guarding Thy most pure body, ¢ Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior, *
granting life to the world. * The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O
Giver of Life: « “Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ. * Glory to Thy
Kingdom. * Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou Who lovest mankind.”

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, * fill my thirsting soul with the waters
of piety, as Thou didst cry to all: « “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and
drink.” » O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 2, Troparion (Holy Fathers)
Great are the accomplishments of faith, « for the three Holy Youths rejoice
in the fountain of flames as though in the waters of rest; * and the Prophet
Daniel appeared * a shepherd to the lions as though they were sheep. * So by
their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls.

Tone 4, Troparion (Forefeast)
Prepare, O Bethlehem, for Eden has been opened to all. « Adorn thyself, O
Ephratha, for the Tree of Life blossoms forth from the Virgin in the cave. *
Her womb is a spiritual paradise planted with the Divine Fruit; « if we eat of
it, we shall live forever and not die like Adam.  Christ is born to raise up
again what fell in former times, His image.

Tone 4, Kontakion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, ¢ cried to all in the midst of the
feast of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We fall before
Thee and faithfully cry: « “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the Fountain
of our life.”

Tone 1, Kontakion (Fathers)
Rejoice, O Bethlehem. Prepare thyself, O Ephratha. « The Lamb is on her
way to give birth to the Chief Shepherd she carries in her womb. * The God-
bearing Forefathers will rejoice, beholding Him, * and with the shepherds,
they will glorify the Virgin nursing Him.

Tone 3, Kontakion (Forefeast)
Today the Virgin comes to the cave ¢ to give birth to the Eternal Word. *
Hear the glad tidings and rejoice, O universe. ¢ Glorify with the angels and
the shepherds * the Eternal God, Who is willing to appear as a little child.

Tone 4, Prokeimenon (Holy Fathers)
Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is
Thy Name forever. (Song of the Three Holy Children, v. 3)




O Come, All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come and behold Him born the King of Angels!
O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him,;
O come, let us adore Him:
Christ the Lord.
Sing, choirs of Angels, sing in exultation!
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, glory in the highest!
O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him:
Christ the Lord.

Oh Little Town of Bethlehem
Oh little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light:
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above

While mortals sleep the Angels keep their watch of wondering love.

Oh morning stars together, proclaim thy holy birth:

And praises sing to God the king, and peace to men on earth.
Silent Night

Silent night, holy night

All is calm, all is bright.

‘Round yon virgin mother and child

Holy infant so tender and mild:

Sleep in heavenly peace

Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!

Shepherds quake at the sight.

Glories stream from heaven afar

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia:

Christ the Savior is born!

Christ the Savior is born

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! The herald Angels sing"
“Glory to the new-born king
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies.
With angelic host proclaim:
“Christ is born in Bethlehem”
Hark! The herald Angels sing:
“Glory to the new-born king.”
Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die.
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald Angels sing:
“Glory to the new-born king”




22 Jlexaops 2024 2. 1

EBaurenune

Ponocnosue Nucyca Xpucra, Ceina [laBunoBa, CeiHa ABpaamoBa. ABpaaM
ponun Hcaaka; Mcaak poaun HMaxosa; Uakos ponun WMyny u 6patbes ero;
WNyna ponun ®apeca u 3apy or @amapu; Papec ponun Ecpoma; Ecpom
pomun Apama; Apam poaun AMuHaznasa; AmuHaznaB poaun HaaccoHa;
Haaccon ponun Canmona; CanmoH poann Boosa ot Paxaser; Boo3 poaun
Osuna ot Pydu; Oun ponun Uecces; Mecceit ponun Jasuna napst; JaBun
uaps poaun Comomona oT ObiBIIeH 3a Ypuero; Conomon poaun PoBoama;
PoBoam poann Asuro; ABust poanin Acy; Aca poann HMocadara; Mocadat
ponun HMopama; Hopam pomun Osuio; Oszust poaun Moadama; Noadam
ponun Axasa; Axas poaun Ezexuro; 0E3ekus ponun Manaccuto; Manaccust
poaun AmoHna; AmoH ponun Uocuto; 1Mocusa poaun Moakuma; Moakum
ponun Hexonuto u OpatbeB ero, mepen nepecenenueMm B Basumon. Ilo
nepecenenuu xe B BaBuion, Mexonus pogun Canapumns; Canapumnib
ponun 3opoBagenst; 30poBaBenb poaua ABuyna; Asuyn poaun Ennakuma;
Ennaxkum poaun Azopa; Azop poaun Canoka; Canok poguit AxuMa; AXum
ponun Ennyna; Ennyn ponun Eneazapa; Eneazap poaun Matdana; Mardan
ponun Uakosa; MakoB poaun Mocuda, myxa Mapuu, ot Kotopoit poausncst
Nucyc, naspiBaeMsblii Xpucroc. Mtak Bcex ponoB oT ABpaama no [laBuna
YeTBIPHAAIATh poAoB; KW oT JlaBupa A0 mnepeceneHuss B Basuion
YEeTBIPHAAATh POJOB; W OT IepeceileHus B Basuimon no Xpucra
YeThIpHAaAaTh poaoB. PoxkaectBo HMwucyca Xpucra ObUIO Tak: IO
o6pyuennn Matepu Ero Mapuu ¢ Mocudom, npexe HexKeNnn coueTalruch
OHH, OKa3aJock, uTo OHa nMeeT Bo upese oT [yxa Cesraro. Mocud xe myx
E€, Oynyun npaBeneH u He xenas ornacuts E€, xoren TaitHo oTiyctuTsh EE.
Ho xorga on nomseicinui 3to,- ce, AHren ['ocniofieHp sSiBUiICA €My BO CHE U
ckazan: Mocud, cein JaBunos! He Ooiics mpuHATs Mapuio, ’eHy TBOIO, HOO0
ponusmieeca B Hell ects ot [lyxa Cesataro; poaut xe CblHa, U Hapeuellb
Emy nms Uucye, n6o On cracét moneit CBoux OT rpexoB ux. A Bc€ cue
mpou3oLuIo, Aa cOyaercss pedeHHoe ['ocmomom uepe3 mpopoka, KOTOPBIi
TOBOPHT: ce, JleBa BO upeBe NpuUMeET U poanuT CblHa, U HapeKyT umst Emy
Emmanyno, uro 3Haunt: ¢ Hamu bor. Beras ot cHa, Mocug noctynmi, kak
nosenen eMy AHren ['ocnofieHs, 1 IpUHSIT )KEHY CBOIO, U He 3HaN EE€, kak
HakoHell OHa ponuna CeiHa CBoero nepBeHna, v o Hapék Emy ums: Mucyc
(Mdh. 1, 1-25).
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Mutponosut AHuTOHNN CypOKCKH
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo [yxa.

B npemasepun PoxnecrBa XpucroBa, KOraa Mbl
0:KH/1aeM YBHEeTh BOOUHI0 BomjiomeHue Coina boxus,
KaK TporareJlbHo #M Kak BaymunBo llepkoBb
BCIIOMHHAET BCeX TeX, KOTOPbIe CBOK ILIOTh, CBOKO
JKH3Hb 1AM, 4T00bI poamicsa Cnacureb.

Ceronns npa3aHuk npeakos I'ocnognux. Kaxapiit u3 Hac HECET B CBOEM
Tele, B CBOEH Jyllie BCE MPOLLIOE YENOBEUYECKOro poja: M XPHUCTOC,
MPHOOIIUBIIMIACS Y€TIOBEUECTBY, HE SIBUJICS HOBBIM UEIIOBEKOM, KOTOPOTO
Ob1 3aHOBO coTBopun bor. OH BocnpuHsn CBOK YEIOBEYHOCTH OT
THICSIYCTICTHEH, MOXET OBITh, MHOTOMWIIHOHHOW TOJaMU HCTOPHH
yenoseueckoro poga. B Ero tene, B Ero uyesnoBeyecTBe Kuiiu Bce Te,
KOTOPBbIE KUJIU KOraa-To Ha 3emuie 10 Hero.

Taxum ke 00pa3om B HalleM Tesle, B Halllel Qylle ;KUBeT BCE nMponuioe
yejioBevyecTBa. M XpucToc COeAMHMUIICS C YETOBEUECKUM POJIOM, He H30paB
B HEM IPABEIHUKOB MJIM TOJIBKO CBATHIX, JTOCTOMHBIX BCTpeuu ¢ borom, —
JUTSI KOTOPOH CJIOB HET, TAaK OHA U3YMUTEINBbHA, TaK OHA IPEBOCXOANT BCSIKOE
BooOpakeHue; B HéM :kuBeT yesioBe4eCcTBO U NPaBegHOe, H I'PELIHOE.

B psany umeH, KoTOpbie MBI CETOJHS CIBIIANA U U3 KOTOPBIX HEKOTOPHIE
MaMATHBI HAM CBOEH CBSITOCTBIO, €CTh UMEHA, aMATHbIE Betxomy 3aBety
rpexoM. Ho 310 Bcé ObLIM JIIOAU, KOTOPbIEe NPOOUBAJIMNCH Yepe3 rpex,
NpoOUBAJMCH 4Yepe3 YeIOBEYEeCKYI) HeMOIlllb, Yepe3 MOTEeMHEHHOCTh
cepaua, Yepe3 BOCCTaHHE ILIOTH, Yepe3 OylieBaHWe UCTOPUU U KU3ZHHU
BOKPYI HHMX, npoOuBajinch Kk bory, uckaim cera, HCKaJU NpPaBabl,
HCKAJIU CBATOCTH, JaK€ €CIU HE XBAaTaJI0 CUJI OCYIIECTBUTH CBOIO MEUTY.

W ¢ vumu mouctune Obul bor, KoTopblii HM OT Kakoro rpemrHuka He
orxoaut, Koroporo He myraer HHUKakas HempaBiaa, KorTopbiii Moxer
Ka3aThCs HAM JTAJICKUM, TOJIBKO KOT/Ia MBI XOJIOAHOCTBIO, Oe3pa3inyiueM He
xotuM Ero 3Hath... Ho u Torma On He orxomuT. OH ocTaeTcsl TAaKUM Ke
OJIM3KHM, XOTS 1 CKOPOHO, KPECTHO OJIM3KUM K HaM.

N BoT, BcmoMuHasi ceroHsi BCE MPOILIOE YeJOBE4YeCTBA, BCEX 3TUX
JMoNIeH, KOTOpbIE M3 THICSYENETUS B THICSYENCTUE COTKAIU IUIOTh U
YEJIOBEUYECTBO XPHCTA, BCIOMHHM WX 0JIarOrOBEeWHOM, OiaromapHoOn
MBICIIbIO; U BCIOMHUM BCeX TeX, KOTOpble ObLIM HAIIMMHU NpeIKaMM,
3HaeMbIX HAMHM U He3HAEeMbIX, TeX, 0 KOTOPBIX paayeTcsl cepaue, Win
TeX, KOTOPbIX, MO:KeT ObITh, CTHIAUTCH HAIIA TOPAbLIHA, — BCHOMHUM
BCEX.

CBoeli 4eoBeUeCKON CBATOCTBIO XPHUCTOC OMpaBjAal BCEX TeX, KTO ObLI
IUIOTHIO U KpOBBIO ET0, — M KaskIblil U3 HAC MPU3BaH IMOABUIOM & 3
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2 & TIOJIBUTOM HU3HH, TBOPCHHUEM U O0pHOOH, Yepe3 moOe bl U MOPaKECHUS,
uast K BorooTmaHHOCTH, MO K CBATOCTH, TO €CTh IOCBSIIEHHOCTH BCETO
ce0st bory, He TONBKO ce0s cracTy, ONpaBaaTh HE TOJIBKO CBOE BpEMEHHOE
CYIIECTBOBAHKE HA 3eMJI€, HO ONPABIATh )KU3Hb THICAYECICTUH, KUBYIIHUX B
Hallel MIIOTH U B HAIlIeH JyIle.

U Besikuii, KTO poOUBaeTCsi K CBATOCTH, BCIKUMA, KTO ACTACTCA XPaMOM
Cestoro Jlyxa, KTO NEACTBUTENBHO TaK COCAMHSIETCS CO XPUCTOM, UTO
craHoBuTcsl yactuniel Ero cmsareiiero, npeuncroro Tena, BCSKUM, KTO
nenaetcst celHOM wiu gouephio JKusoro bora, cmacaer, onpaBiabiBaerT,
NPOCJIABJIfIET, OCMBICIMBAET :KU3Hb M CyIb0y BcexX TeX, YbHM
HACJIeTHUKOM OH SIBJISIETCS B CBOEM YeJI0BeYeCTBeE.

HOBTOMy BAyMacMCd B 3TO pOAOCIIOBUC XpI/ICTa, BIIAAUMCA B OTH UMCHA:
9TO BCE OBLIH JKHMBEIC JIFOAW, JIIOOU TIJIOTH U KPOBHU, TPCIICTHBIC IICPCI
JKHM3HbIO, HOpOﬁ HN3MYUYCHHBIC, a HOpOﬁ — JIMKYIOIIHUC U TOPKCCTBYIOIHUC, U
BCC OHHU IKHBYT B 4YyAC XpI/ICTOBOﬁ YCIOBCYHOCTH H XpI/ICTOBa
YCI0BCUYCCTBA.

W B Hac xuBeT npouuioe. XpuUcToC BCE MPOLUIOE 3TOW POAOCIOBHOM Tak
OCBSATHUII, YTO Bce 0€3 OCTaTKa CTajl CBOMMHM, POAHBIMU bory, ponHsiMu B
CaMOM CWJIBHOM cMbIciie ciioBa. 1 MBI MOKeM CBOeil KU3HbIO, TPYIOM,
NMOJABHMIOM, ycTpeMJIéHHOCTBIO K Bory, Tockoii mo Hemy, 0opn0oii 3a
Hero, 3a Ero nodexy B Hac, OCMBICJIUTH U ONPaBAATh BCE MpOILLIOe
HalIero poga m ero npuHectu bory kak map, m craB camu Emy
poOIHBIMH, caenaTb EMy poaHbIMHU Takke W TeX, KoTopbie mopoi Ero
He 3HAJIM, a MOPOoi, 3Has, oT Hero orcrynanu rpexoM, HeBepHOCTHIO
cepaua M JKU3HH.

Kak aTo quBHO, Kakoe 3TO MOXET JaTh HaM BIOXHOBEHME K ku3Hu! He md
ce0s1 MBI JKUBEM, 1a)Ke He TOJIbKO A5 OJUKHEro, JJIs1 JJIOOUMBIX, aKe
HE JIJIs1 Bparos, a VI BCero 4eJioBe4ecTBa, a 3a HUM — VIS Beel cyaIb0bl
BcesieHHOH. CiiaBa bory, yTo OH Tak HaM BEPUT U TAKYI0 BeJIUKYI0 H
AUBHYIO cyab0y BBepsieT Ham!

Amuno.

[Tporouepen BsiuecnaB PesHukos
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamozo /[yxa.

CeroaHs MOJIOKEHO YUTATH «podocrogue Hucyca Xpucmay,
U CerofHsliHee BOCKpeceHue npen  PoxaectBoM
XpHUCTOBBIM HOCUT Ha3BAHUE «HEEINS CBATHIX OTeI. OTIIHI,
3TO - uepe3 koro bor gaet BpemeHHyIO ku3Hb. A CBSTHIC
Ortupl,- uepe3 koro OH AaeT ku3Hb BeuHyo. CBOIO Bepy
MbI HA3bIBAE€M «BEpPOil 0Te4ecKOoii», IOTOMY YTO NPHHSLIU & 4
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3 % eé 0T 0THOB, OT TeX, KTO POANJI HAC BO XpHCTe 01aroBeCTBOBAHMEM
U CBATBIM KpellleHHeM, KTO CBOMM JIMYHBIM MOABHIOM IOKAa3aJ, YTO
3HAYUT OBITH XPUCTHAHNHOM.

CesteiMu OTIaMH MBI TIPUBBIKJIIA Ha3bIBaTh IMPABOCIABHBIX YUYUTEIICH
nepkBu. Ho ceromHs ynmoMHHAIOTCS OTIBI BETXO3aBETHBIC: W ABpaawm,
KOTOPOTO BOOOIIE HA3BIBAIOT «omyom ecex sepyrowuxy (Pum. 4, 11), u ero
MepBble TOTOMKH. BCIOMWHAIOTCS BOCHAYANbHUKH, B MOOENaX KOTOPBIX
bor sBmsin Ceoto cuity u ciaBy. BemoMuHaroTes U Te, KTO «camu UCnulmant
nopyeauus u nooouy, «y3vl U MeMHUYy», KOTOPbIE «ObLiu nobuUsaembvl
KAMHAMU, NePenuiugaemsl, NOOBEPeaIUCh NblmKe, yMupaiu om meday. B ux
TeprieHnn bor He MeHee SABISUT CBOIO CHIIy U claBy. M oHU ToXke, Kak U
HOBO3ABETHBIC OTIIBI, CBOCIO YKH3HBIO M POXKAAIU, U POXKIAIOT BEpy B
TPYTHX.

Ho - kakoe OTHOIIGHHWE HWMeEeT MpHUBEICHHOE pojocioBue kK Hucycy
Xpucty? Benp ato ponocnosue Mocuda, KOTOpbIil He ObUT paKTUIECKUM
otiom Hucyca. 3a paszbsicHeHHeM oOpaTHMCS K OJHOMY H3 3aKOHOB
Berxoro 3aBera. [lo 3ToMy 3aKoHY, «eciu Kmo ympem, He umes oemet, mo
bpam ez2o nycms 803bMem 3a cebsl JceHy e20, U BOCCTHAHOBUMN ceMsl Opamy
ceoemy» (Md. 22, 24). I poauBIIUIiCS CTaHOBWJICS TOWUCTHHE CHIHOM
YMEpIIEero, ¢ ero UMEHEM, C e€ro MmpaBaMH, C €ro JOCTOMHCTBOM. U cuia
3TOr0 3aKOHa TOYHO TaKoBa, KaK W CHJa 3aKOHA: «m100umecs u
pasmrodcaiimecsy (boiT. 1, 28), moToMy 4TO 002 OHM BBIIUIA U3 OJIHUX
BoxecTBeHHBIX YCT.

W nonyuunock, uto CBouM poxkaeHneM ot CBsaTol JleBbl, 10 CPaBHEHUIO
¢ Kotopoii kaxapiil U3 CbIHOB AlaMa - MEpPTBEL] IO CBOMM rpexam, bor,
COIJIACHO 3aKOHY, BOCCTAHOBMJI CeMsi yMeplieMy BO TIpexax
YeJIOBe4eCKOMY poAy. EBaHTenbCcKkoe pOAOCIIOBHE TOUCTHHE SBISETCS
ponocnosueM «Hucyca Xpucma, Coina Jlasuoosa, Cetna Agpamosay, xoms
u xoHwaemcsa crosamu: «HMaxoe pooun Hocugpa, mysca Mapuu, om
Komopoti poounica Hucyc, nasvigaemwlii Xpucmocy.

TaK, BBIIIOJIHUB M 3TOT BETX03aBETHBIN 3aKOH, FOCHO,Z[L OOAHOBPECMCHHO U
yopasgHgaeT €ro, ¥ CHUMAaCT U C HCTO MMOKPBIBAJIO, IMOKa3bIBasd, MJIA 4Cro B
KOHEYHOM HMTOIEe STOT 3aKOH OBLI TOrJa YCTaHOBJICH.

Amumno.
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The Children’s Word

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14 Ca n you f| nd these

words in the jum-
ble?

A Ministry of the
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The most important book

Do you know where the word

“Bible” comes from? Well, it comes
from the Greek word, “biblos,” which means
“book.” And today’s Gospel reading starts with S
that very word. It starts “The book of the Gene- Y i
alogy of Jesus Christ.” The words “the book”
are the very beginning of the New Testament,
when we learn about our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Why do we call this book just “the book”? Be-
cause it’s the most important book in the
world! It’s the book that tells us the whole history of how God has helped
us, how God has helped the whole world. That’s why we call it “the book,”
or “biblos.” It’s the most important one. It’'s THE book.

Abraham
Ancestors
Bible
Birth
Christmas
Genealogy
Righteous
Sarah
Shepherds
Visitors
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WHAT S IN THE ICON"

How long have we had pictures
of the Christmas story? For a
long, long time!

Today the Gospel tells us the whole family tree of our Lord Jesus Christ. It
tells us where Jesus came from. When we hear all of the names like Abra-
ham and Isaac and Ruth and David and Josiah and Joseph, we think
about all the Bible stories we have heard that happened before Christ was
born. We think about all the ways that God helped the world, even before
Christ was born.

Here is a carved picture of the
Nativity from 1,700 years ago!

Can you find Jesus in the man-
ger? Can you find Mary and the
ammals?

But now we get to read why this is called THE book. We get to read about the
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, and how He came to save the world forever!
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RIGHTEQOUS SARAH
THE HOLY FOREMOTHER

Have you ever had visitors at

your house? Did you make them feel
welcome? Did you talk to them and give them
food and something to drink? Welcoming
visitors is called “hospitality,” and today we
celebrate a saint who welcomed some very
special visitors.

Sarah was the wife of Abraham. We call Abra-
ham a forefather of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
because he came before Jesus. He was like a
great-great-great...grandfather. So, his wife Sarah, was a foremother
of the Lord!

Once, three visitors came to see Abraham and Sarah. The old hus-
band and wife welcomed the visitors, even though they were strang-
ers to them. Abraham and Sarah took care of the visitors, and the
visitors told them that Sarah would have a baby. Later on, Sarah did
have a baby, Isaac, and that was a special miracle. Abraham and
Sarah were faithful to God. If you go to a wedding, you will hear their
names in the wedding prayers. We remember them because they
were married to each other, but they were faithful to God together.

The icon up above is called “The Hospitality of Abraham” but we
know that Sarah showed hospitality and love for the visitors too! And
God knows it too!
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| We celebrate St. Sarah today, the Sunday before Christmas. |§
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Saint Sarah, pray for us!

CLLLLLL Ll bL el el el el Ll el Ll el ELLLLL L LLELed
D N N e e N T A

NOPPPPPLLPP PP PP P PP PPP PP P PP PP PP P PP PP I PP PP IPPPPP PP PP PP PP

The Children’s Word is a weekly bulletin for Orthodox Christian young people. Copyright 2024 Alexandra Houck.
Email is orthodoxchildrensword (at) gmail.com. Find it each week at myocn.net.





