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€EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 2

Sunday of the Forefathers, Colossians 3:4-11
BRETHREN, When Christ Who is our life appears, then you also will appear
with Him in glory. Therefore put to death your members which are on the
earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which
is idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons
of disobedience, in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in
them. But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another,
since you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new
man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him Who
created him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in
all.

Gospel of the Forefathers, Luke 14:16-24
THE LORD SPOKE THIS PARABLE: “A certain man gave a great supper and
invited many, and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were
invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.” But they all with one accord
began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of
ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.” And another
said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you
to have me excused.” Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore
I cannot come.” So that servant came and reported these things to his master.
Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out
quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and
the maimed and the lame and the blind.” And the servant said, ‘Master, it is
done as you commanded, and still there is room.” Then the master said to the
servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in,
that my house may be filled. For I say to you that none of those men who
were invited shall taste my supper.” For many are called, but few are chosen.”




3 REFLECTION onTtHE SUNDAY GOSPEL
Sunday of the Forefathers of Christ
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you. (Colossians 3:5)

So that we might not destroy the grace that we have received, but instead that
we may preserve it to the end and depart this life in possession of the treasure,
there is need of something human: of endeavor, of effort, on our part.

After all, in most ordinary human affairs, it is neither reasonable nor usual
for us to merely be content with having received our lives; rather we must
constantly seek to preserve it.

So, it is with the grace of spiritual life. Having received it, we must constantly
struggle and strive to preserve it. For we know that we must be sober and
watchful, for our “adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

It is obvious that all earthly things end in death; it is also clear that spiritual
things continue to live. To live, therefore, we must put to death within
ourselves what is earthly, and earnestly seek that which is of the Holy Spirit.

“Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with
its practices” (Colossians 3:9)

Since all sins are caused by a love of pleasure, by avarice, or by vainglory,
we can say that it has its roots in these three vices and every lie is typically
the fruit of these. For instance, when a man is desperate to fulfill his own
desires, to gain something, or to avoid blame and humiliation he will lie to
those around himself. Sadly, in the end no one will believe him even if does
perchance speak the truth about something.

A man's life becomes a lie:
* When he is licentious and pretends to be temperate
* When he is a miser and speaks of almsgiving and compassion
* When he is ostentatious and goes in raptures over poverty
* When he praises virtue and pretends not to want to acquire it.

The life of such a man is a lie; he is not a simple, but a two-faced man; he is
one thing on the inside and another on the outside. Every sin is death, because
it is a turning away from God — Who is the Source of Life — and every sin is
also a pursuit of earthly things that inevitably will pass away.

Lies are sins that kill us by destroying both our external credibility and our
internal integrity. Lies destroy our relationships with others: with other
people who can no longer trust us, and with God because we can no longer
see Him while focused on ourselves.

Amen.

SUNDAY HOMILY 4
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Christmas is approaching and Jesus Christ, the Son of God, will appear on
earth, and the Apostle Paul writes, “When Christ Who is our Life appears,
then you also will appear with Him in glory” (Colossians 3:4).

We are appearing with Him in the glory of his birth, for He walks as a Man
among men with us on earth. And we will appear with Him when He returns
in glory at His Second Coming.

It is essential for all of us to prepare spiritually for His appearing now at
Christmas as well as for His appearing at the end of time. We must approach
Christ with repentance from our sins. Otherwise His glory will blind us and
drive us away both in this life and in the age to come!

Saint Paul identifies the major sins that we must eliminate, “Therefore put
to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness,
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. Because of these
things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, in which
you yourselves once walked when you lived in them” (Colossians 3:5-7).

Saint Paul first mentions sins that infect both the body and the soul, such as
fornication and all related sins of the flesh. The Lord Himself clearly states,
“For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,

fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies” (Matthew 15:19-20).

Saint Paul preached what Jesus taught the Apostles, “Do not be deceived.
Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor
sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners will inherit the Kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-10).

O how many people today, even Orthodox Christians, “live together” before
marriage — or without marriage. They are fornicators and cannot inherit the
Kingdom of God!

Clearly many diseases and many family and social problems result from
these lawless relationships. We must be very careful not to be seduced by the
“modern” spirit of our time, which has overturned moral values to promote
immorality as progress while regarding morality as a setback.

To guard against the unclean passions, Saint Paul teaches us to avoid evil
desire. The Apostle James explains this further: “Each one is tempted when
he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth
death” (James 1:14-15).

Similarly, the Lord asks us to control our senses so as not to trigger sinful

desires, “I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has

already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:28).
Continued on page 5 =




5 SUNDAY HOMILY (COoNTINUED)

Continued from page 4 = Saint Paul mentions covetousness (greed), “which
is idolatry” (Colossians 3:6). Jesus Himself referred to greed as an idol, “No
one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other,
or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and mammon (the idol-god of riches)” (Matthew 6.:24).

Saint Paul identifies other passions of the soul that we must deter, lest when
the Lord comes in glory we will not be excluded, “You yourselves are to put
off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your
mouth” (Colossians 3:8).

The Apostle also urges us to avoid bad company, “I have written to you not
to keep company with anyone who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an
idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner — not even to eat with
such a person” (1 Corinthians 5:11).

Clearly anger and swearing disturb relationships between people, even
leading to violence and murder. Some people do not understand this,
responding with anger when reprimanded, saying, “Nothing serious
happened, we just exchanged words!” Words: words which slaughter.

Finally, the Apostle Paul says, “Do not lie to one another” (Colossians 3:8).
Whoever lies mimics the devil — as Jesus said, “You are of your father the
devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from
the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar
and the father of it.” (John 8:44).

But Christ declared, “I am the truth” (John 14:6), so whoever lies detaches
himself from Christ and the devil as his father. Do not be deceived by that
wicked one who tells you that lying can be innocent. Listen instead to the
Apostle Paul, “Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man
with his deeds and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him,” (Colossians 3:9-10).

One Christmas night, Saint Jerome (AD 347-420) knelt in the Cave of the
Nativity in Bethlehem and asked Jesus: “What can I offer You tonight, O
Lord?” He heard Christ replying “Jerome, I want your sins. Simply give Me
your sins.” Jerome was startled and said, “My sins? What will you do with
my sins, O Lord?” Jesus responded: “I want your sins so that I can forgive
them, since this is why I came to this world.”

This Christmas, let us repent (turn away) from our sins, and “give them to
Christ” confessing before the Priest, that we may appear gloriously with Him
both at the celebration of His birth as well as at His Second Coming.

Amen.

By Metropolitan Sotirios of Pisidia

SUNDAY SYNAXARION 6
From the Synaxarion (Calendar) Read at Matins
The subject of the blessed Abraham is known as much by the Magi, the
Wise Men, as by common Christians. For the Book of Genesis, written
by the Prophet Moses, which speaks of Abraham, is read to be heard by
all Christians in the Church, during the fasting days of the Holy and Great
Lent.

We learn from this Book, that our forefather Abraham was a gentile from
the land of the Chaldeans, a nation before the Jews. Abraham’s father,
Terah, was an idolater, and the divine Abraham was also an idolater, but
he was not prevented by this from coming to know the true God. Rather,
we should say something strange, for the great Abraham even by this
idolatry was led to understand the true God.

When the renowned one understood that nothing created is God, and
should not be worshiped as God, and having contemplated the good
arrangement of things that exist, and by seeing these things which were
made, he came to know their invisible Maker. And having come to know
Him, he worshiped Him as God, Who upholds and governs all of creation,
and designated these things which have come into being to be suitable
and orderly.

He was therefore ordered by God to leave his homeland and relatives and
go to the land of Canaan (where also Palestine and Jerusalem are located).
Immediately he obeyed, without having doubt in his heart, for he had
much faith towards God. For this reason, he received as a blessing for his
faith, a son named Isaac who was born to him in his old age.

Then, through Isaac and his son Jacob, he became the father of many
nations. Isaac was born of Abraham, Jacob was born of Isaac, and from
Jacob was born Judah (from whose tribe Christ was born) and his eleven
brothers, the Patriarchs of the twelve tribes of the Hebrew nation.

For this reason, therefore our God-bearing Fathers and Teachers, have
arranged it for today to commemorate the divine Abraham, as the
forefather from whom Christ was born. And they delivered this to be
reckoned by us, not for a long period of many days, but near the birth in
the flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ.

This was not done simply by chance, but according to the divine
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. For the most-good and man-loving Son of
God, made the Patriarch Abraham and his descendants His forefathers
according to His human nature. Thus, the most divine Fathers rightly
deemed for us to celebrate their memory as Forefathers, not long before
the Lord’s Nativity according to the flesh.




7 SMANY Are CALLED, FEW xre CHOSEN
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

“Many are called but few are chosen.” Indeed, all men are called, from Adam
even to last child that will be conceived on the day of the Second Coming of
Christ.

But, from the time of Adam, many men forgot their divine origin and sacred
calling: the image and likeness of God.

Some peoples kept a vague memory of how God created the world. Some kept
the memory of a great, universal flood. Others worshipped creation instead of
the Creator: stones and trees, rivers and mountains, stars and the Sun.

The chosen are those who preserved the true history of mankind, the Jews, the
ancient Hebrews. And today we commemorate all the righteous holy men and
women who prefigured the life of Christ and foresaw Christ.

Abel was murdered by his brother Cain, prefiguring Christ Who was also
murdered by men. Melchizedek the priest prefigures Christ the High Priest.

Enoch and Elias, who were taken up to heaven, prefigure Christ Who was also
taken up to heaven. Noah, whose family alone survived the Flood, prefigures the
baptism given to us by Christ.

Job the long-suffering prefigures the longsuffering of Christ. Abraham, who was
asked to sacrifice his son Isaac, prefigures the sacrifice that God the Father made
with His Son.

Jacob prefigures Christ in seeing the ladder that connects earth to heaven,
enabling heaven to come down to earth and earth to rise up to heaven. Joseph,
betrayed by his twelve brothers, prefigures Christ who was betrayed by His
disciples.

Moses was given the graven words of Christ in the Ten Commandments,
prefiguring the Word incarnate, Christ in the flesh. Joshua, whose name is the
same as Christ’s, Jesus which means Savior, prefigures Jesus the Deliverer of
His people.

David, related by blood to Christ, saw Christ in the Psalms which he wrote.
Solomon expressed the Wisdom of God in his Books of Wisdom.

The Prophet Daniel saw the Holy Trinity through the Three Holy Youths in the
furnace of Babylon. The Prophet Isaiah saw Christ the suffering Servant. The
Prophet Jonah prefigures the three-day burial of Christ through his three-day
stay in the belly of the whale.

All these holy forefathers together with our holy foremothers, Sarah, Rebecca,
Ruth, Deborah and many, many more we commemorate today. All these are in
fact our spiritual family, for they saw, long before we were born, the One Whom
we confess, Christ our true God Who is Risen from the dead.

Holy Forefathers and Foremothers of Christ, pray to God for us!

Amen.

HYMNS xttHe DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 8, Troparion (Resurrection)
Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One. ¢ Thou didst accept the
three day burial to free us from our sufferings. * O Lord, our Life and
Resurrection, glory to Thee.

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, * fill my thirsting soul with the waters
of piety, as Thou didst cry to all: « “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and
drink.” « O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 2, Troparion (Forefathers)
Through faith Thou didst justify the Forefathers, ¢ betrothing through them
the Church of the gentiles. * These saints exult in glory, ¢ for from their seed
came forth a glorious fruit: * she who bore Thee without seed. ¢ So by their
prayers, O Christ God, have mercy on us.

Tone 4, Kontékion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, ¢ cried to all in the midst of the
feast of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We fall before
Thee and faithfully cry: « “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the Fountain
of our life.”

Tone 6, Kontakion (Forefathers)
You did not worship the graven image, ¢ O thrice-blessed ones, * but armed
with the immaterial Essence of God, * you were glorified in a trial by fire. *
From the midst of unbearable flames you called on God, crying: « “Hasten,
O compassionate One. * Speedily come to our aid, ¢ for Thou art merciful
and able to do as Thou dost will.”

Tone 4, Prokeimenon (Forefathers)
Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is
Thy Name forever. (Song of the Three Holy Children, v. 3)
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EBaurenune

On d1ce crazan emy: 0OUH 4en06eK cOenan 6ONbULOU YIHCUH U 3641 MHO2UX, U
K020a HACTHYNUNIO 8PeMS YIICUHA, NOCAAN paba c80e20 CKA3AMb 36AHbIM:
uoume, ubo yoce 6cé eomoso. M nauanu eéce, Kax Obl C2080PUBUUUCH,
uzeunamocs. llepgviti ckazan emy: s Kynui 3eMal0 U MHe HYICHO NOUmu
nocmompems e€; npouty meos, usUHU MeHs. [pyeoul ckazaiu: s Kynui niamo
nap 80108 u udy UCHBIMAMb Ux, npouty mebs, uzeunu meus. Tpemuil
CKA3aL: 51 JHCEHUNCS, U NOMOMY He Mo2y nputimu. U, eo3epamusuiuce, pad
mom 0onéc 0 cem 2ocnoduny ceoemy. Toeoa, pazeHesasuiucy, X035uUH 0oma
ckazan paby ceoemy: nouou ckopee no Yiuyam u nepeyikam 20pooa u
npueedu cio0a HUWUX, VBEUHbIX, XPOMbIX U caenvix. M ckasan pab:
20Cnooun! ucnoinero, Kax npuxazai mol, u ewé ecmv mecmo. 1 ocnooun
cKazan paby: nouou no 0opoeam u u3eopooam u yoeou nputimu, ymoowvl
HAanonHuacs 0omM mMotl. 60 ckasviaio 6am, 4mo HUKMO U3 Mex 36aHbIX He
BKYCUM MO€20 YHCUHA, UOO MHO20 36AHBIX, HO MA0 u3dpannwix (JIk. 14, 16-
24).

Mutponosut AHTOHNN CypOKCKHU

Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo [{yxa.
KoHuaeTcst ceromgHsIHee eBaHTEIbCKOSC YTCHHE OYCHBb
CTpalTHBIMU CIIOBaMH: MHO20 NpU3BAHHBIX, A MANLO
usbpannvix... 'ocnonas, KoTopelii coTBOpHI MUp UIsl TOTO,
yTOOBI IOACIUTHCI C HHUM BCYHOH, bokecTBeHHOM
PasoCThIO, BCTPEYACTCS, OAHAKO, B ’TOM MUPE C XOJIOTHBIM
otka3oM; OH Mpu3bIBaeT BCEX — HO U30paHUE 3aBUCUT OT
Hac; OH BceX COTBOPWII JIFOOOBBIO JUIsSl PAJIOCTH U BEUHOU JKU3HU — HO MBI
JTOJIKHBI OTBETHUTH JIFOOOBBIO Ha JTFOOOBH M BOMTH B TY PafioCTh, KOTOPYIO
Ham npepiaraet I'ocmoap. M kapTrHa, KOTOpast HaM 1aeTCs B CETOTHSIITHEM
EBanrenuu, Takas npocrtas ¥ TaKk TOYHO OMHCHIBACT BCE COCTOSIHUS HAIICH
ITyIY, BCE IPUYUHBI, IO KOTOPEIM HaM Ha bora HeT BpeMeHH, K BEYHOCTH
HET MHTEepeca.

HpI/II‘OTOBI/IJ'I FOCHOL[L IMUp BCPLI, ITUP BEUYHOCTHU, ITUP J'IIO6BI/I, X IOCHIIACT

On 3a TCMHU, KOTOPBIX On JaBHO Hpeaynpeauni, 4Tto 6YI[CT TaKoH oup u
& )
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1 = 49ro0bI OBLUTH TOTOBHI K HeMY. OJTUH OTBEYAET: 51 Ky KJIOYOK 3EMIIH,
HaJI0 MHE €T0 0003peTh, HaJI0 MHE UM OBJIAJICTh; BEJIb 3¢MJIS — MOSI POJIMHA;
Ha 3eMJIC 51 POJIUIICS, HA 3eMJIC )KHBY, B 3€MIIIO XK€ JISITY KOCTHMHU, KaK MHE
HE 1M03a00TUTHECS O TOM, YTOOBI XOTh KAKOM-TO KJIOYOK STOH 3eMJIH OBLI
moii? He6o — Boxue, a 3emns myctb Oyzer mos... PazBe Mbl He Tak
MOCTyIaeM, pa3Be U MBI HE CTapaeMCsi YKOPSHUTHCS Ha 3eMJIe TaK, YTOOBI
yK€ HMYTO Hac He Tokojebano, Tak odecneunTs ceds 3emiiel 1 Ha 3emiie?
W mymaem, 4To BOT-BOT obOecreunmM ceOsi; 4TO MPUAET BpeMs, KOTJa Bce
3eMHOe OyJIeT CIIeaHo, U Tor/a OyAeT Bpems moaymarh o bore.

Ho Tyt MBI chapliMM M BTOPOHM NpUMeEp, KOTOpBIH HaM aAaeT [ocmonb: k
JIpyruM 3BaHbIM nocnan OH CBOHMX CIIYT, a T€ OTBETWJIM: IATh Map BOJOB
MBI KyIIWJIH, HaJJ0 HAM UX UCIIBITAaTh, — Y HAC €CTh 3alaHHE Ha 3eMJie, y Hac
ecTb paboTa, MBI HE MOXEM OcTaBaTbcsi Oe3 Jera; Mano MPHHAAJIEKATH
3eMIIe — HaJl0 IPUHECTH IJI0A, HaJa0 3a co0oi ocTaBUTh ciea. Ham Hekorga
nupoBaTh B LlapctBe bokneM, OHO CIHMIIKOM paHO MPUXOAWUT CO CBOUM
MPU3BIBOM K BEYHOM KU3HH, K co3epuaHuto bora, x pagoctu B3auMHON
mo0BH, — HA/J0 Ha 3eMJIe YTO-TO €IIe 3aKOHYUTH... A Korga Bce Oyzaer
CIeNaHo, KOrJa oOcTaHyTcs JAnsd bora TOMBKO JKalKHe OCTaTKU
YeJIOBEYEeCKOro yma, Teja, CHJI, CIHOCOOHOCTEeW, TOorga MyCTh TO, YTO
ocra”ercst oT 3eman, O Cebe Oeper; HO ceifyac AEIO HIET O 3eMie —
POJIHOW, CBOEM, KOTopas IUIOA MPUHOCUT, Ha KOTOPOM HAa0 OCTAaBUTH
BEYHBIH clie/1: Kak OyITO YTO-HUOYIb OCTAHETCs OT HAaC Yepe3 OJHO-IPyroe
JIeCSITUIIETHE MocTe Halel cMepTu!

W x tpersuM mocbuiaeT l'ocrons, U 3Th EMy OTBedaioT: B Hally >KU3Hb
BOIILIA 3€MHAsl JIIOOOBB; 51 JKEHWJICA, — HEY>KEJIM MHE OTPBIBATHCSI OT ATOH
7100BH, YTOOBI BCTYIIUTH B IAPCTBO Apyroit mooBu?.. la, HebecHas mo00Bb
NPOCTOpHEH, TiIyOXKe OXBaThIBA€T BCEX; HO S HE XO4y OTOH
BCceoOBbEeMITIONICH JIIO0BH, S XOUYy JTUYHOU JIACKH, S XOUY OAHOTO YeIOBEKa
JOOUTH TaK, YTOObI HUKTO M HUYTO HA 3eMJIE HE 3HAYMJIO OBl CTOJBKO,
CKOJIBKO 3HAYMT I MEHsI 3TOT 4eJI0BeK. MHE HeloCyT Tenepb BCTYNaTh B
BEYHbIC YEPTOTU: TaM JII00OBb Oe3rpaHHYHas, BCEOOBEMIIIOIIAsS, BEUHAs,
Boxus, — a 3mech 11000Bb O MacmITady MOETO YEIOBEYECKOTO ceplra:
ocraBb MeHA, ['ocrmoan, HacaaguTbes Moed 3eMHOH JI00OBBIO, W KOTJa
HUYEro OoJbliIe He OCTaHEeTCs, TOTAa MPUMHU MEHS B uepTord TBoeil mo0Bu.

W MBI Tak moctymaem: MbI cebe Ha 3eMiIe€ HAXOIUM TpPYA TaKou
HEOTJIOKHBIN, uTO Ast boxkuero nena, nis sxu3Hu ¢ borom Bpemenu ner.
MBI TaKylo JIO0OBb HaxoauMm cebe Ha 3emiie, 4To 70 boxkweir moOBU HeT
nena. «BoT mpuaer cMepTh — TOrJa yCIeeM»: 3TO BCE TOT K€ OTBET Ha
Boxuro nro00Be.  Xpucroc roBOpHUT: [lpuudume ko Mmue, 6ce
mpyacoarowuecs: u oopemenennvie, u A ynokoio eac... Bce nam, 11000Bb
JlaM: BCTPETUTECH BHIL, JIFOAU boxuii, TUIIOM K JIKITy, — HE TaK, Kak Ha 3eMJIe,
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2 ¥ TyMaHHO JIpYT Apyra BUJis, HE TOHUMAasl APYT APyra, HeioyMeBasi, paHs
onuH npyroro. Beranere B [lapcTse boxuem — u Bce Oyner npo3pavyHo: u
MOHMMAaHUE YMa, W BEJCHHE CepJilia, U CTPEMIJICHHUE BOIU, U JTIO0OBb: BCE
OyzeT, Kak Xpycraib, ICHO... A MbI oTBeyaem: Hert, ['ocriosu, Ha 310 Oynet
CBOE BpeMsi: Jail ucueprnarh 3eMIJII0, HA KOTOPOX MBI JKuBeM... U uepmaem,
U KUBEM, U KOHYAeTCsl TeM, yTo 1o cioBy boxuio B Berxom 3aBere, naB
HaM BCE, YTO OHA TOJIBKO MOTJIA JIaTh, 3eMJIsl 00paTHO OepeT Bce, YTO OHA
cama gana u 4yto I'oCIoas man: met 3emis, u 6 3emito omoloeuis... VI Torga
KYIJICHHOE TOJI€ OKa3bIBAE€TCS MOTHIBHBIM IOJIEM, TOTAa TPy, KOTOPBIH
Hac oTopBajl OT bora, OT *UBBIX OTHOLICHUW C JIOJBMH, OT KUBOTO
oTHolueHus ¢ borom, paccenBaercs qaxke U B MaMATH JIIOACH; TOrJa 3eMHast
J000Bb, KOTOpasi Ka3anach TaK BEJIHKA, MPEJCTABISETCS HaM, KOTJa MBI
BCTaHEM B BEYHOCTH, y3KOU TIOpEMHOU Kenbel... Ho paau Bcero 3Toro Mol
ckazanmu bory: Het! He Tebs, I'ocioau, — 3emitro, Tpy, Jit0OOBh 36MHYIO
XOTHUM MBI IEPEKUTH A0 KOHIA!

Maito u30paHHBIX HE MOTOMY, YTO BOTr CTpOro BHIOMpAET, HE MOTOMY, UTO
OH MaJI0 KOTO HaXOAUT A0CTOHBIM Cebsl, a MOTOMY, YTO MAIO KTO HAXOAUT
bozca mOCTOWHBIM TOTO, YTOOBI TOCTYITUTHCS KIIOUKOM 3E€MITH, YaCOM TPy/Ia,
MTHOBEHHUEM JIaCKH... MHOo20 TIPU3BAHHBIX, — BCE MBI IPU3BAHBI: KTO K€ U3
Hac oT30BeTcst? JI0CTaTOYHO Ha JF000Bb OTBETUTH JI000BBIO, YTOOBI BOMTH
B IIHP BEYHOCTH, B JKU3Hb. Heyemu Mbl He OTBETUM Ha BOXKUIO JTIOOOBHL
OIHHM CI0BOM: JIroonto Tebs, 'ociogu!.. AMUHB.

Amuns.

Cesturens Hukomnaii CepOckuii (Benumuposuy)
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /{yxa.

Bcro cHi0 BEMMYECTBEHHYIO M IPOPOUYECKYIO MPUTIY
l'ocnioap 3aBepaeT cioBamMu: UOO MHO2O 36AHbIX, A MALO
u30paHHbIX. DTO OTHOCUTCS M K UYyJIesIM, U K XpUCTHAHAM.
Maso ObuTO M30PaHHBIX CPEAH UYJIEEB, Majo UX U CPeIu
xpuctuad. Bce Mbl, KpelleHble, MO3BaHbl Ha LIAPCKYIO
Tpamnesy, HO EI[I/IHOMy Bory uzBectHo, kTo cyTh Ero nzbpannsie. ['ope Tomy
u3 Hac, komy [aps BeeBbiHui pesl BCEeMU aHTeJIaMU U CBATHIMU CKaXET:
opye! kax mul gouten croda e 8 dpaunol odedxcoe? Kakoit CThIN, U CThII
Oecnonesnbiit! Kakoil yxac, u yxac nenomnpaBumbiii! Kakas rubens, u
rubenb Oe3Bo3BpatHas! Ho Ha camMoMm jene cuu cloBa TOBOPUT HaM
locnoas u Tenepb, KaKABIM pa3, KOTIa Mbl MPUCTyaeM IpUHITL CBATOE
[Ipuyactue u qyuioro cBoero coenuHuThed ¢ XKennxom Xpuctom: npyr! kak
THI BOILIEJI CIo/1a He B Opaunoii onexae? [Ipuciymaemcst cepauem cBOUM U
COBECTBIO CBOEI0, KOrAa NOAX0AUM Ko CBATOi Yartlie - 1 Mbl yCIIBIIIAM 3TOT
BOIIPOC | 3TOT YKOp. Pa3Be uto cuu ciosa boxxuu He BIEeKyT 3a co00il nrauy
& 4

4 15 Jlexaopa 2024 e.
3 & u ckpesicem 3y606 60 mvMe 6HewiHell, Kak Oyaer Tornaa, korma bor
CK)XET HaM WX B MOCIICAHHI pa3. A KTO U3 BaC MOXKET OPYUYUTHCSI, 4TO bor
HE CEroJHs TOBOPUT €My 3TO MOCIETHUMN pa3 B 3eMHOM xu3Hu? KTO MOXET
MOPYYUTHCS, YTO YKE CEI0 HOYBIO €ro AYIa, OACTas B TPI3HYIO OJCKIY
rpexa, He OKaXeTcs B OJMCTaTeIbHOM COOpaHuu HeOeCHOM BOKPYT APCKOU
Tpane3bl? AX, KTO U3 CMEPTHBIX MOXET 3HATh, HE SIBJISICTCS JIH CEU JICHb
CyIbOOHOCHBIM JUTsl BCel ero Be4HOCTH! Bcero nmuimb HECKOIbKO MUHYT
peIiIy Cy60y IBYX PaclsaThIX pa300WHUKOB. DTH HECKOJILKO MUHYT OJMH
M3 HUX HE CyMEJ HCIIOJIb30BaTh U OTOIICT BO ThMY BHEIIHIOK; B TO BpeMs
KaK JIpyrod CUM HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OJIarOpa3yMHO HMCITOJIb30Ba, MOKASIICS,
ucnoenan CeiHa Boxus u momonuics EMy o cBoeM criaceHUH: MOMSHU
Mens, ['ocioau, koraa npuuaems B apctue TBoe! U B TO ke MTHOBEHUE
cTapas OJeKJa Tpexa crhaja ¢ ero AyIH, W Aylla ero OOJeKiIach B
Omucratomnii  Opausblii  Hapsa. U mokasBmmiics pa3OOWHHK ¢
JTOCTOMHCTBOM H30paHHOTO CEll B Paro 3a IapCKYIO Tparesy.

He Oynem >ke 1 MBI OTKIIIbIBATH MTOKASHIE HA HA €TUHBIN 9ac, 00 KaXK bl
CIEAYIOIIUN Yac MOXKET YK€ HE 3aCTaTh HAC CPEIU KUBYIIUX B MUPE CEM.
[TpumemMcs ckopee MBITh M YHCTUTh CBOIO JIYIITY, XOTSI OBl CTOJIEKO, CKOJIBKO
YUCTUM M MOEM CBOE TEJO, KOTOpOE HE CEroAHs-3aBTpa OyJeT MuIleh
yepBeil. OuncTUMCs OKasHUEM U CII€3aMU, OMOEMCS TIOCTOM U MOJIUTBOM
1 o0neueMcs B OJIesIHUE, COTKAHHOE W3 YUCTOTHI U JIFOOBU, YKpalleHHOE
BCEMHU JOOpBIMH JIellaMH, Haumade AelaMU TPOINCHUS U MUIOCEPIVsL.
CaenaeM TO Malioe, 4ero JkaeT oT Hac bor, - octaneHOe OH cacnaer CaM.
Korga auts moxkamyercst MaTepu Ha HEYUCTOTY CBOETO Tella, MaThb €ro
OBICTPO YUCTHUT, MOET W mepeonaeBaeT. O, HACKONBbKO MuiocTuBee OTell
Heb6ecnprit k vagam CBouM uem jro0ast Math! B neiicTBuTenbHOCTH Iyma
BCSAKOI'0 YEJIOBEKAa HACTOJILKO HEYMCTA, YTO CBOMMH CHJIAMHM HHKOIJA HE
CMOKET OUUCTUTHCS U yIOCTOUThCS TpucyTcTBUs boxkust. Ho mycTs Beskuit
YEJIOBEK YBUIUT CBOIO IYIICBHYIO HEUUCTOTY, MIyCTh BO3HEHABUIIUT €€ OT
BCETO Cepla, MyCTh CAeNaeT TO MaJoe, YTO OT HEro TpedyeTcs, U, caMmoe
TJIaBHOE, ITyCTh BO30NUT K bory, uto0sl bor CBonM oraem u Jlyxom ero
ourctui. A Bor crout u oxujgaeT Takux Bomici oT CBOMX IOKASBIIHXCS
yaj, Jep>Ka B pyKaxX POCKOILIHEHIIINE aHTEIbCKUE OJICKIbI, BCET1a TOTOBBII
OYUCTHUTh, OMBITh, YKPEIIUTh, OCBETUTH, O0JIATOyXaTh U OOJAYUTHh BCEX,
B3bIBaronux Kk Hemy B nokasuuu. BecemunoctuBomy bory Hamemy yects u
cnaBa. Yects u cnaBa Hebecnomy JKenuxy nymm Hameit, 'ocnogy Uucycy
Xpucty, co Otuem u Cpsareim [yxom - Tpoune EnnHocymHoi wu
HepaznensHoii, HbIHE U IPUCHO, BO BCE BPEMEHA U BO BEKU BEKOB.

AMUHB.
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Holy youths, pray for us!

TGRS A7 W\ oW WU

.llml-- LN m--n
T 33k ﬂa- N Ium "N
mn, Zmh: Vim\ "nr
42‘|| "AWAR\
TN s"'.‘-r

CLLLLLELLELLELLELLELLELLELLELLELLELLELLELLELLELLeLLee e e eeed
I N N S N NN

NPLPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPIPPPPPPIPPPPP IO PP PIPPPPPPPPPPI PP PP,

The Children’s Word is a weekly bulletin for Orthodox Christian young people. Copyright 2024 Alexandra Houck.
Email is orthodoxchildrensword (at) gmail.com. Find it each week at myocn.net.

The Children’s Word

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14

A Ministry of the ‘s
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A full house

Do you have any friends or
relatives who live far away from you?
Do you visit sometimes or talk on the
phone? Maybe you wish they lived
closer to you so you could be together
more!

In the Gospel reading today, we hear
how our Lord also wants His friends to
be with Him! We read how a man throws a big party, and He invites lots
of people. The problem is that nobody comes to it! They all give excuses.
They all say they are busy with something else. But the man still wants to
have his party, so he invites even more people. He tells his servant, “Go
out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my
house may be filled.” The master (Who is really God) wants His friends to
be close to Him. He wants His house to be filled!

So, just as we might miss our friends or family when they live far away
from us, our loving Lord misses His children too. He wants us to help
Him, too. We can be like the servant in the Gospel story today, inviting
other people to be close to the Master too. Sometimes we can invite peo-
ple with words. But we can always try to be good Christian examples so
others will want to know more about our Lord. Remember, God wants all
of His children to be close to Him!
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DANIEL AND THE 3 HOLY YOUTHS
FAITH, NO MATTER WHAT!

WORD SEARCH

P

<
p=4

(@)

N N X o nmr T @@Cc T

Can you find these
words in the jum-
ble?

Have you ever traded some-
thing you had for something you
wanted? Did you trade a toy that you
had for a toy a friend had? You give
something, and you get something.

Banquet

Daniel

Faith

Fire

Heaven
Invitation
Nebuchadnezzar
Salvation
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Sometimes we might think we can
trade something with God too. We
might think that if we pray a lot, or we
do something for Him, God will always give us what we want. Maybe
we think we can trade what we do for something that God does. But
that’s not how it works, is it? God is ready to help us, but He does
what He wants, when He wants, and how He wants.
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On Tuesday, we remember Daniel and the Holy Youths. Do you re-
member hearing about them during Holy Week? They are the boys
who were supposed to bow down and worship the idol of the king.
But they only worshipped God! Why should they worship the idol of
the king? When they refused, they were thrown into the super-hot
Here is another icon of the three holy fire.
youths. You can see the angel cooling

- If you read the story from the Old Testament, you’ll find that these

boys never made a deal with God. They never said, “We'll pray, and
you’ll save us.” They never told the king that God would save them
from the fire. But they knew they only worshipped God. They had
faith in God—no matter what!

Can you see King Nebuchadnezzar? He is
ordering his servants to make the fire
even hotter!
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| We celebrate Daniel and youths on Tuesday, December 17th (OC: December 30th). @
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