Twelfth Sunday of Saint Luke
Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost

December 8, 2024

On December Ist we Commemorate:

Venerable Patapius of Thebes. The 362 Martyrs of North Africa.
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€EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 2
Epistle of the Twenty-Fourth Sunday, Ephesians 2:14-22

BRETHREN, Christ is our peace, Who has made both one, and has
broken down the middle wall of separation, having abolished in His
flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in
ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus
making peace, and that He might reconcile them both to God in one
body through the Cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. And He
came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who
were near. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the
Father. Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,
having been built on the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets,
Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief Cornerstone, in Whom the whole
building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord,
in Whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God
in the Spirit.

Gospel of the 12th Sunday of Saint Luke, Luke 17:12-19

AT THAT TIME: As Jesus entered a certain village, there met Him ten
men who were lepers, who stood afar off. And they lifted up their
voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” So when He saw
them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it
was that as they went, they were cleansed. And one of them, when he
saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God,
and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was
a Samaritan. So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten
cleansed? But where are the nine? Were there not any found who
returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” And He said to
him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.”
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3 REFLECTION onTtHE SUNDAY GOSPEL
Twelfth Sunday of Saint Luke
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

“And as Jesus entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, who stood at a
distance and lifted up their voices and said, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on
us’” (Luke 17:12-13).

Having met the Savior, the ten lepers earnestly raised their voices and
implored Him to free them from their terrible misery. Indicating their faith
in His ability to do this, they even called Him, “Master.”

No one on earth had the ability to cure lepers of their dread disease, and few
showed them any pity or mercy. Yet Christ, Who appeared on earth for this
very reason, and had become man that He might show pity to all, was moved
with compassion for the lepers.

Curiously, the Lord did not cure the ten right away by saying “I will that you
be clean” as He did in the case of another leper (cf. Matthew 8:2-3). Instead,
He told them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests” (Luke 12:14). Why
did He do this? For two reasons.

First, He did this because the Law of Moses directed that those who were
cured of leprosy must be certified as such by the priests and to offer sacrifice
for having been cleansed (cf. Leviticus 14:1-20).

Jesus, the Giver of the Law, showed that He was in no way above the Law
but that He was obedient to the commandments in every way. By so doing,
He teaches us a great lesson about our obligation to observe the
commandments and laws of the Church.

Second, by telling the lepers to present themselves to the priests who were
knowledgeable of the Law and the Prophets, these leaders of the people
might come to understand that Jesus Christ was the promised Messiah.

Throughout His public ministry, Jesus did not directly say to the people of
Israel that He was the Son of God. Instead, He respected their free will and
simply did those things that a man of faith would understand as being the
works of the Messiah.

For instance, when John the Baptist heard in prison about the deeds of Christ,
he sent his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are You He Who is to come, or shall we
look for another?” (Matthew 11:3).

In response, Jesus said to these disciples: “Go and tell John what you hear
and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed
and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news
preached to them. And blessed is he who takes no offense at Me” (Matthew
11:4-6).

Amen.

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY 4
The Sunday of the Ten Lepers
From the account of the Healing of Ten Lepers, one may learn that nothing
prevents a man from living in a manner pleasing to God, not even if he
belongs to a despised race, if only he has a good will and disposition.

For behold, ten lepers met Jesus as He was about to enter a certain city. They
met Him outside the city, for those who were considered unclean were not
permitted to go into the city.

They stood afar off, as if ashamed of their supposed uncleanness, and did not
dare to draw near, thinking that Jesus abhorred them as did the others. They
lifted up their voices and made supplication.

By physical location they were standing afar off, but in their supplication
they were near. “For the Lord is nigh unto all that call upon Him in truth”
(Psalm 144:19). And they did not make supplication to Him as to a mere
man, but as to One greater than a man. For they called Him Master, meaning
Lord, Protector, and Guardian, which is not far from thinking of Him as God.

The Lord instructs them to show themselves to the priests. Initially the priests
would examine men such as these to determine whether they were lepers or
not. For there were certain signs by which the priests could recognize
incurable leprosy.

But in addition to this, if it should happen that someone who had been
suffering from leprosy was healed, the priests would again examine him to
verify the cure, in which event the gift commanded by the law would be
offered (cf. Leviticus 14).

In this case, since these men were already confirmed lepers, why should they
show themselves to the priests, unless indeed they were about to be cleansed?

To command them to go the priests indicated nothing less than that they
would be healed. This is why the Evangelist says that as they went, they were
cleansed.

Of the ten lepers, the nine who were Israelites showed themselves to be
ungrateful, while it was the Samaritan, an accursed foreigner, as we said
earlier, who returned to voice his gratitude.

The Samaritans were Assyrians; therefore, let no Gentile despair, and let no
one descended from holy forebears boast.

This miracle also signifies the common salvation that came to the whole
human race. For the ten lepers represent all of human nature—it was leprous
with wickedness, carrying about with it the ugliness of sin, passing its life
outside the heavenly city on account of its uncleanness, and standing afar off
from God.




5 SCRKIPTURE COMMENTARY (CONTD.)

Continued from page 4 < But this very distance from God is itself a
supplication. For when the Lover of mankind, Who wills that all should be
saved and receive good things, sees someone who is not sharing in His
goodness, then He is most quick to show mercy and to heal those who are so
miserably afflicted.

But He also healed the whole leprous nature of man, when, for every man’s
sake, He took flesh and tasted of death.

Although the Jews had been cleansed of the uncleanness of their leprous sin,
as far as it was the Lords part to do, they showed themselves ungrateful and
did not return from the path of their vain foolishness to give glory to God
Who saved them, that is, to believe in Him Who is God and Who endured
the extremes of suffering.

For this is the glory of God: His Flesh and His Cross. These Jews, then, did
not confess the incarnate and crucified Lord of glory.

But the foreign and accursed people of the Gentiles recognized the One Who
makes clean, and they glorified Him by believing in Him. They believed that
God loves man so much and is so powerful that He accepted the very depth
of dishonor for our sake—this is His love of man—and having accepted it,
He suffered no harm to His own nature—this is His power.

Saint Theophylaktos, Bishop of Ochrid (AD 1055-1107)
HOMILY ON THE SUNDAY GOSPEL
On the Ten Lepers (Monk Agapios Landos)
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

These ten lepers, in the most succinct manner, provide an image of the whole
of human nature, which was entirely leprous and rendered useless by sin.

Human nature had been justly expelled from the Jerusalem Above, that is
Paradise, just as the lepers were exiled from Jerusalem on Earth]

They could not be cured by a Priest, Levite, Prophet or any other person, not
even by an Angel, unless the Mighty Counsel of the Most High, the co-
eternal Messenger and He who is consubstantial with God, came down from
heaven, and humanely became human in order to save us humans.

All of us, then, had this leprosy. None of us was free from sin except those
whom the all-wise Lord Christ had cleansed.

Today, too, who among us does not have this leprosy of sin upon them? No
one. Who can boast that they have no sins on their conscience?

Avarice is a bad case of leprosy and one that is an incurable passion, for just
as leprosy consumes and eats away at our body, so too does avarice devour

the soul and corrupt it. Continued on page 6 =

A SUNDAY GOSPEL OBSERVATION 6
The same is true of other crimes, such as lechery, adultery and all other sins,
which are an untreated leprosy, of which we cannot be cured unless we
hasten to the Lord Christ, the all-powerful Physician, and cry aloud: “Lord,
save me.”

But the Lord did not want to save them there and then, though He could have;
He sent them to the priests, in order to indicate to us that He has given priests
the authority to cure each and every sickness of the soul and body.

So let us, also, go to our priests and confessors to reveal our passions and
receive healing.

Repentance has such power and grace that as soon as we make a move, in
good faith and with a contrite heart, to go to our confessor and tell him our
sins, before we even get there we invisibly receive forgiveness and healing
from God, just as the lepers were cleansed before they reached the priests.

There are some who say that they do not go to confess their sins, because it
is enough that the Lord already knows them. What foolishness and vanity!
Of course, God knows them, you blockheads, but unless you go and confess
them to the priest, who is God’s representative, you will not be saved.

If someone has an open wound and does not show it to the doctor in order to
be given the appropriate medication, they will not be cured. By the same
token, unless sinners reveal their passions to their confessor, they will not be
healed.

Let us then find a way to remove the leprosy from our soul, to acquire perfect
cleansing through confession. And then, when we’ve been healed, let’s not
be like the nine, ungrateful for the grace they had received, but let us imitate
the one, as being of the right mind, and let us thank God every day for healing
us.

Even though God lacks nothing, that is, He does not want anything from us,
we are greatly benefitted by the thanks we render to Him.

We become more like His familiar friends, more conscientious in observing
His redemptive commands; we recall His good gifts and so become
inheritors of the future blessings of eternal bliss, to which may we all attain,
in Christ our God, to Whom be glory and dominion, always, unto the ages of
ages.

Amen.
By Monk Agapios Landos of Crete (1585-1657)
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7 A SUNDAY GOSPEL LESSON
Gratitude and Faith

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Leprosy was a terrible disease which in ancient times was devastating for
those who contracted it and, in the end, proved fatal. Now we have medicines
to treat this terrible disease.

In the time of Christ leprosy was widespread, presenting danger and causing
panic. Lepers were isolated in desert regions, far from their families and all
human contact and comfort. Worse, lepers were held in contempt, because it
was believed that the disease resulted from the sinfulness and that God was
punishing them for their sins.

In the Gospel we see God’s mercy and the blessings of gratitude. Ten were
healed but only one returned to thank his Benefactor before returning to
normal society. When he saw that he had been cured, he turned back, fell at
Jesus’ feet, and thanked Him. When he rendered thanks, he received from
Christ the blessing of salvation: “Your faith has saved you” (Luke 17, 19).
Only the Samaritan, a foreigner, expressed his gratitude and in so doing
received the fill benefit of healing. He was not simply healed of his physical
ailment but was granted something far greater: salvation.

Are we not all “foreigners” as we live in a worldly manner often outside the
customs and traditions of our Orthodox faith? Are we not exiled into this
world of sorrow and tears? Are we not all sinners? Are we not called to be
in the world but not of the world (¢f. John 15:19 and John 17:16-18)?
Despite our state, when we call out “Lord, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me”
does He not hear us as He did the Lepers?

Does He not likewise say to us “Go, show yourselves to the priests”? In
other words, does He not say, “Go to the priest and confess your sins
that he might give you absolution”? Does He not say, “Go to the priest
to receive Holy Unction for the healing of both body and soul’?

The last words Christ spoke to the leper were “Arise, go your way. Your
faith has made you well.”” This Samaritan would no longer be in a state of
sin, mortality, and death. He would instead be able to praise Christ and speak
of His great mercy and His wondrous deeds.

When we have been healed so often and forgiven so many times, should we
not also turn to Jesus and thank Him? Should we not proclaim His boundless
love for us and also His mighty deeds done for us?

Or will we be like the nine who, having received what they wanted in the
short term in this world, forget our Benefactor and fail to receive forgiveness
and eternal life?

Amen.

HYMNS§ AT THE DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 7, Troparion (Resurrection)
By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death. * To the thief Thou didst open
Paradise. ¢ For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change weeping into joy, * and
Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God, * to proclaim that Thou
art risen, * granting the world great mercy.

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, * fill my thirsting soul with the waters
of piety, as Thou didst cry to all: « “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and
drink.” » O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 8, Troparion (Venerable Patapius)
The image of God was truly preserved in thee, O Father, « for thou didst take
up the Cross and follow Christ. « By so doing, thou taughtest us to disregard
the flesh for it passes away; ¢ but to care instead for the soul, for it is
immortal. « Therefore thy spirit, venerable Patapius, rejoices with the angels.

Tone 7, Kontakion (Resurrection)
The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, ¢ for Christ
descended, shattering and destroying its powers. * Hades is bound, while the
Prophets rejoice and cry: ¢ “The Savior has come to those in faith; * enter,
you faithful, into the Resurrection.”

Tone 4, Kontakion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, ¢ cried to all in the midst of the
feast of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We fall before
Thee and faithfully cry: « “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the Fountain
of our life.”

Tone 3, Kontakion (Venerable Patapius)
Glory... Thy temple is found to be a source of healing, * and the people flock
to it eagerly, O saint. « They seek the healing of their diseases ¢ and the
forgiveness of their sins, * for thou art a protector for all those in need,
ven’rable Patapius.

Tone 2, Kontakion of the Theotokos
Both... Steadfast protectress of Christians, ¢ constant advocate before the
Creator; * despise not the entreating cries of us sinners, ¢ but in thy goodness
come speedily to help us who call on thee in faith. « Hasten to hear our
petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos, * for thou dost always protect
those who honor thee.

Prokeimenon
The Lord shall give strength to His people. The Lord shall bless His people
with peace. (Psalm 28:11)




8 Hexaops 2024 e. 1

EBaurenune

U xoeda éxooun Ou 8 00Ho cenenue, gcmpemunu E2o decams
Ye108eK NPOKANCEHHBIX, KOMOPbLE OCIMAHOBUIUCH OANU U 2POMKUM
eonocom eosopunu: Mucyc Hacmagnuk! nomunyu Hac.

Yeuoes ux, On ckazan um: notioume, nOKA}CUMeECh CEAUJCHHUKAM.
U ko20a oHu winu, o4UCmunuCs.

Ooun dice u3 HUX, 8UOSL, UMO UCYELEH, 8038PAMUILCH, 2POMKUM
eonocom npocnaenaa boza, u nan nuy x nocam Eeo, 6nazooaps Ezo;
u amo ovin CamapsaHuH.

Toeoa Hucyc cxazan: ne decamu au 04UCMUIUCH? 20e Jice 0e8iamb?
KaK OHU He 8038paAmMuIUch 6030ams ciagy bozy, kpome cezo
uHonIeMeHHUKa?

U craszan emy: ecmansv, uou,; eepa meos cnacia meos (Jix. 17, 12-19).

Mutponosut AHTOHNN CypOKCKHU
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo [{yxa.

CKOJIBKO paIocTH M CKOJIBKO JKMBOM 0JIarofapHOCTH OBbLIO
BOKpYT Xpucra!

Korga mb1 yntaem EBanrenue, Mbl Ha KaKI0# cTpaHulle, B
KOKJIOM CTpOYKe BHIMM, KaK H3JIMBAIOTCS Ha Hall
TPENIHbBIN, XOJIOIHBIN, W3My4YeHHBIH Mup boxwus nmacka, Boxwust mo00Bb,
Bboxwus munocte; kak bor, XpucToM, B3BICKYET BCEX, Y KOrO OTsDKenena
Jyllla, MOTEMHEeNa Aylla OT Ipexa, TeX, KOTOpPhle HE MOTYT YK€ HECTH
TSDKECTH CBOCH KU3HU — 110 OOJIC3HU WJIH T10 IPYTOH IMPUIHHE.

Kak Tonbko Xpucroc BXOAUT B KU3HB JIKOJEH, 3TA KU3Hb HAYUHAET
HCKPUTHCS PaJoCThbI0, HOBOH HaJIe:K10i, Bepoil He TobKO B bora, a B
camMoro cedsi, B 4eJI0BeKa, B JKM3Hb.

W xak MBI HCKa)kaem CBAHI'CJILCKYIO IMPONOBEAbL U CBAHI'CILCKOC CJIOBO,

KOorjga Mbl IpEBpaiiacM CBOKO KU3Hb B TIOCTOAHHOC NCKAHUC B cebe caMoro
= 2

2 8 Heksaops 2024 e.
1 ¥ TeMHOro, TPEXOBHOI'0, HEAOCTOMHOr0 HU Hac, HU JtoAeH, HU bora, mox
NPEAJIOTOM, YTO STUM MBI CTapaeMcsl CTaThb JOCTOMHBIMU HAILEro
HacraBuuka u Criacurens..

PamocThb ObLTa EYaThi0 €BAHTENBCKOM XPUCTHAHCKON OOIIUHBI, PaJ0CTh U
05aro1apHOCTh, TUKOBAHUE O TOM, 4TO Bor max BO3MOOHUI MHp, YTO HE
TOJBKO CO3Aal 3TOT MHp, HO mocian B 31oT mup CeiHa CBoero
EnunopoaHoro — ne cyoums, a cnactu Mup! Mbl criaceHbl, MUP CaceH
111000BbI0 boxkueii.

N 510 cmacenHe MBI JOJUKHBI CJ€JATh CBOMM COOCTBEHHBIM
J0CTOSIHMEM 4Yepe3 0J1aroJapHOCTb, KOTOpas Obl BbIPAXKAJIAChL He
TOJIbKO B CJI0B€, He TOJbKO B ;KHBOM YyBCTBE YMHJIEHUSI, HE TOJIbKO B
cjie3ax pajgocTH, HO B TAKOW KU3HHU, KOTOPask MOTJIa ObI — €CITU MOXKHO TaK
BbIpa3uThcsa — yremuTh Otna o ToMm, uro OH mpenan Ceoero CelHa Ha
CMepTh pajau Hac, 00pagoBaTh CracuTes 0 TOM, 4YTO He HarpacHo OH KW,
HE HalpacHO Y4WJI, HE HallpacHO CcTpajall U He HampacHO yMmep: uTto Ero
JIF00O0BB MPOJTWIIACH B HAITY XKH3Hb, M UTO OHA COCTABJISICT HAITY HA/ICHKY,
Y Hally pajiocTh, U HAIlIC JIMKOBAHUE, U HAILy Y8EPEeHHOCHb B CIIACCHUH. ..

[losromy, moaxons Temeps K mpa3aHUKy Bommomenus, Poxaectsa
Crnacutens, OyaeM y4duThCsl 3TOI PagocTH; B3IVISHEM Ha HAIIy KH3Hb
M0-HOBOMY; BCIIOMHHM, CKOJIBKO ['OCHOJp M3MWJI B 3Ty HAally *XHU3Hb
MUWJIOCTH, JIaCKH, JIOOBH, CKOJBbKO pagoctd OH HaM Jai: TeJEeCHOM,
IYUIEBHOM; CKOJBKO Y HAc Opy3ei, BCIIOMHUM Te€X, KTO Hac JIOOWT,
poauTenel, KOTOpble HAaC XPaHAT, €CIIU J1aXKe OHH MOKUHYJIN 3TOT MUP.

CKOJIIBKO HaM JaHO 3€MHOI'0, 1 KakK HeOeCHOE BIUBAETCS B Hamry KU3Hb U
ACJIACT 3€MJII0 Y7KE€ HavajloM He6a, ACJIacT BpCMs YK€ Ha4aJlIOM BCUHOCTH,
ACJIACT HAlly TCIICPCIIHIOKO JKU3Hb HAYAaTKOM JKU3HU BCUHOIA. ..

Hayunmcs 3T0il pagocT, IOTOMY 4TO 4Yepe3 O4YeHb KOPOTKOe Bpemsi
MBI OyAeM CTOSITH TepeA SICASIMHM, B KOTOPBIX JeKHT I'ocmoab; Mbl
YBUIUM, umo Takoe boxkus mo0oBs — XpynKas, Oe33aluTHas, ysI3BuMas,
otnaromas ce0si 6e3 rpaHuu, 0e3 CONPOTUBICHUS — TOJIBKO OBl MBI €€
MPUHSUIA ¥ Havanack ObI AJIs1 HAC HOBAsI )KHU3Hb, HOBAs PaloCTh...

[Mogymaem o mo0Bu boxkueil 1 0 TOM, YTO HUKaKas CUJIa HE MOXET ee
nobenuts. He HanpacHo roBopui amocron [laBen, 4To HUYTO HE MOXKET HAC
BBEIpBaTh U3 pyku boxkuell, ucToprayTh Hac u3 boskecTBeHHOH JTIOOBH.

Hayuynmcs pagoBaTbesi, M M3 INIyOMH 3TOH PaJOCTH CTPOMTH KU3Hb,
KoTOpasi OblLIa ObI CIUIOIMIHON 0J1aroapHOCTBIO, €CJH HYKHO —
KPECTHOM, HO JIMKYIOLIEH PajocThIo.

Amuno.
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bnaxennsiit ®eodunakt bonrapckuii
U orcroma BCSKUIT MOXKET MO3HATh, YTO HUKOMY HUYTO
He NpensATcTBYeT Ooroyroxnars bory, xors Obl OH
OBLJI M3 MPOKJISATOr0 PoAa, HO JHIIbL TOJBKO ObI HMeJ
J100poe Mpou3BoJIeHHE.

. ) 6 Bot necatp uenoBek mpokaxeHHBIX BerpeTwin Mucyca,
korga OH UMeN BOMTHU B OJJUH TOPOJI.

Berpernnu onn Ero BHe ropoma, MO0 MM, Tak Kak OHHM CYHTAIUCh
HEYUCTHIMH, HE TIO3BOJISUIOCH KHUTh BHYTpH ropoaa (Yucn. 1, 1. 3).

OHH OCTaHOBUWIIHUCH « 6061]1”)), Kak ObI CTBIOACH MHUMOM CBOSH HEUHMCTOTHI K
HC CMCA HpI/I6J'II/I3I/ITI>C$I B TOH MBICJIU, YTO 1 I/II/ICYC BO3THYIIACTCAd UMHU, KaK
mpo4uc TO ACJIaJiv, BO3BBIIIAKOT I'0OJIOC U IMIPOCAT MUJIIOCTHU.

Ilo MCCTY OHH CTOSJIN BAAJIN, HO IO MOJIMTBE CTaJIN BOJIH3U.

W60 Tocions Oauszox ko ecem npusvisarouum E2o 6o ucmune (llcan. 144,
18).

Onu MpOCAT MUJIOCTH HC KaK OT MPOCTOTO YCJIIOBCKA, HO KAaK OT TaKOro,
KOTOpBIfI BBIIIIC YCJIOBCKA.

N60 onu HazpBaoT Mucyca HACTaBHUKOM, TO €CTh TOCIIOJUHOM,
MOTIEUUTENIEM, HaJ[3UPATENIeM, YTO OYCHb OJM3KO K HAUMEHOBAaHUIO €ro
Borowm.

On (Mucyc) noeneBaeT UM (IPOKaKEHHBIM) TIOKa3aThCs CBSILICHHUKAM.

N60 CBAIIEHHUKN OCMAaTPUBAIIM TAaKOBHIX, U OT HUX CHH NPUHUMAIU
pelIeHue, YUCTHI JIW OHU OT MPOKA3bl, WK HET (J/lesum, en. 13).

CBSIILIEHHUKN UMENU MpPHU3HAKH, M0 KOUM OHHM OTMEYAIH HEU3IECYHMYIO
MIPOKa3zy.

Ila n TOormga, KoOrmga KToO 3a0oien MMPpOKa30w, IOTOM BbI3AOPOBCII,
CBAIICHHUKNW OCMATpUBaJIA, U UM MNPUHOCHUIIU JAap, Kakoi IIOBCIACHO B
3aKOHCE.

3I[eCI> K€, KOrjgja nNpoOKa>XCHHbIC ObLIH HCIIPCPCKACMO TAKOBBI, KaKas ObLIa
UM HYXJa TI[OKa3aTbCd CBALNICHHUKAM, CCJIM OHU HC HUMCIU OBITh
OYUIIICHHBIMHU COBepH_IeHHO?

IloBeneHNEe UM IIOWTH K CBAIICHHUKAM YKa3bIBAJIO HC HAa APYTOC 4YTO, KaK
Ha TO, 4YTO OHHU CACIIAOTCA YUCTBIMU.

HOCGMy " CKa3aHoO, 4YTO OHU, UAYy4YH JOPOTr0r0, OYMCTUIIUCH.

& 4
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3 & JleciTh MPOKAKEHHBIX 0003HAYAIOT BCIO MPUPOY YeJIOBEUECKYIO,
Ho cMmotpu, kak MBI U cCHauana TOBOPUIIU, U3 ACCITH YEIOBEK ACBSATh, XOTS
OHHM OBLIM U U3PAMIIBTSIHE, OCTATNCH HEOJIaroJapHBIMU.

A camapsiHUH, XOTsI ObUT U 4y>KJOT0 POAA, BO3BPATHIICS M BBICKA3al CBOIO
NPU3HATENBHOCTh (a camapsiHe ObUIM accHpHsiHe), Aa0bl HHUKTO W3
SI3bIYHHKOB He OTYAHBAJICH, U HUKTO W3 NMPOUCXOASAIINX OT CBSATBIX
NMpeIKOB CHM He XxBajwicad. — Yyao cme HaMmekaeT M Ha oOuiee
craceHue, ObIBIIee JJIsl BCEro poAa 4eJioBe4ecKoro.

JlecATh MPOKAKEHHBIX 0003HAYAKT BCH MNPHPOIY 4YeEJIOBEYECKYIO,
NMPOKAXKEHHYI0 3J100010, HOCAIIYI0 Ha cebe 0Oe3o0pa3ue rpexa,
JKMBYIIYI0 32 HEYHCTOTY CBOI0 BHE TropoJa He0eCHOr0 W OTCTOMAILYIO
najekxo ot bora.

DTO caMO€ OTCTOSHHE BJajinu OT bora XOﬂaTaﬁCTBOBaﬂO O MHJIOCTH.

Koo JUIs YEIOBEKOIIOOUBOIO U JKeIaromero BCEX CraCTH U
06JIaFOZ[CTCJIBCTBOBaTL bora camoe cuibHOE HO6y>K,Z[eHI/Ie K MMHIIOCTH
BUACTD, UTO HUKTO HC YUACTBYCT B 01arocTH.

Ilo CEMY-TO CaMOMY On MPCKIIOHWJICSA YBPAaUCBATh HAXOAAIIUXCA B TAKOM
IIOJIOKCHUU.

N xora OH yBpaueBan BCIO NPOKa)KEHHYIO NMPHUPOIY, BOIUIOTHBIIHUCH H
BKYCHUBIIN CMEPTBH 32 BCSIKOTO YEJIOBEKA, OJJHAKO K UYJIEH, HECMOTPsI Ha TO,
YTO €O CTOpPOHBI ['ocroja OYMIIEHBI OT BCEX HEUUCTOT NMPOKAKEHHOIO
rpexa, OKa3aJuch HeOJIaroJapHbIMU U He 0OpPAaTHUIIMCH OT CYETHOTO CBOETO
myTH, 4To0 Aath cnaBy Cnacurento bory, To ects noseputs Emy, uro OH,
UCTHHHBIN bor, 6aroBonmn nperepneTs caMmble TSDKKUE CTpagaHusl.

160 mnoTh 1 KpecT cyTh ciaBa boxwus.
WTak, OHM BOIJIOLIEHHOTO U PacIsITOro He MpHU3HaIU ['0CcIioioM cliaBBl.

A S3PIYHHUKH, HApOJ YYXKAbIH, TPU3HATN OUYMCTHBIIETO MX W MPOCIABUIN
Ero Beporo, uto bor cTonbko 4enoBeKOIIOOWB W CHIIEH, YTO Pagd HAcC
npunsin - Ha Cebs  kpaifHee OecdyecTHe, 4UYTO COCTaBISET €0
YeJIOBEKOJIIO0HS, U, IPUHSAB OHOE, HUKAKOTo Bpeaa He motepren B CBoeM
€CTECTBE, UTO COCTABIISIET AEJI0 MOTYILECTBA.
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Saint Lucia, pray for us!
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The Children’s Word is a weekly bulletin for Orthodox Christian young people. Copyright 2024 Alexandra Houck.
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The Children’s Word

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
A Ministry of the
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Joined together in Chrlst

Have you ever watched your priest
or deacon use his censer? Do you watch where
he censes? He censes the altar, and he blesses
the holy things. He censes the icons, and we
remember the saints in the pictures. He censes
the people, and we remember that we want to
be like the saints too.

When the priest or deacon censes the whole
church, we remember that we are all one body, one church. We have dif-
ferences, but we are all one church.

We hear the same thing in the epistle reading today. Our Lord, Jesus
Christ came to bring us together, to bring us to Him in heaven! Saint Paul
writes in the epistle today, “You are citizens with the saints and also mem-
bers of the household of God.” In Jesus, we are all “joined together and
grow into a holy temple in the Lord.” The church is one body together.

The saints who have already died are together with us as a church. We are
all one body together. We are all joined together and we grow into a holy
temple in the Lord.

So, the next time you see your priest or deacon censing, watch! You'll re-
member that he is censing one church body. You'll remember that we are
all joined together to grow into a holy temple in the Lord.
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SAINT LUCIA
A SAINT WITH THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

WORD SEARCH

p)
T

Can you find these
words in the jum-
ble?

In just a couple weeks, we will have

the darkest day of the year. The days grow
shorter and shorter and the nights grow longer
and longer, all until December 21st, the day with
the shortest daylight hours. Sometimes people
start to feel sad during these long, dark winter
days. Most people like being in the light. Do
you?
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Body
Censer
Church
Citizens
Epistle
Italy
Light
Lucia
Martyr
Prayers
Together
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We have another kind of light too, of course. It’s
the light of Christ, and when we grow close to Christ, we can start to
see real happiness and joy.
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On Friday, we celebrate the feastday of Saint Lucia (or Lucy). Her name
even means “light,” and she really was a saint who was close to Christ. Lu-
cia lived in Italy, and she came from a wealthy family. She was supposed to
marry a rich man, who happened to be a pagan (he worshipped idols). Lu-
cia didn’t want to marry him, because she was a Christian and they didn’t
have much in common. She wanted to spend her life growing close to the
light, to Christ!
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In this icon, you can see Saint Lucia (or
Lucy) again. But what is she holding? Lucia was punished for refusing to marry this man. She was even killed be-
cause she wouldn’t change her mind. But now, she lives in the light of

heaven, with Christ Himself!

It's a crown. When Saint Lucia lived, in
Italy, a crown was a reward for winning

something. Christians all over the world love Saint Lucia, especially people in the coun-

try of Sweden. Winters are very long and dark there, and people celebrate

What did Saint Lucia win? with beautiful Saint Lucia parties and processions.
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We celebrate St. Lucia on Friday, December 13th (OC: December 28th).
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