Eleventh Sunday of Saint Luke
Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost

December 1, 2024

On December 1st we Commemorate:
The Holy Prophet Nahum.
Venerable Philaret the Merciful of Amnia.

[cn ofristd the RichYoug
Holy Wisdom Orthodox Mission
1355 North 4th Street « Grand Junction, CO 81501 « 970-778-4160

https://www.holywisdomorthodox.com
holywisdomorthodox@gmail.com

Great Vespers, Saturday Evenings at 6:00 pm
Divine Liturgy, Sunday Mornings at 9:30 am (Hours at 9:05 am)

Paraklesis to the Theotokos, Wednesday Evenings at 6:00 pm

Very Reverend Archpriest Luke Uhl, Retired, Interim Rector
Holy Wisdom Orthodox Mission GRRN
is a parish in the Diocese of the West
of the Orthodox Church in America
under the spiritual and ecclesiastical jurisdiction of
Archbishop Benjamin of San Francisco and the West

€EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 2
Epistle of the 23rd Sunday, (220) Ephesians 2:4-10

BRETHREN, God, Who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with
which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up
together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace
in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace, you have been
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not
of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them.

Gospel of the 11th Sunday of Luke, (91) Luke 18:18-27

AT THAT TIME: A certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall
I do to inherit eternal life?” So, Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me
good? No one is good but One, that is, God. You know the commandments:
‘Do not commit adultery,” ‘Do not murder,” ‘Do not steal,” ‘Do not bear false
witness,” ‘Honor your father and your mother.”” And he said, “All these
things I have kept from my youth.” So, when Jesus heard these things, He
said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But
when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich. And
when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, “How hard it is for
those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of God.” And those who heard it said, “Who then can be saved?”
But He said, “The things which are impossible with men are possible with
God.”




3 REFLECTION onTHE SUNDAY GOSPEL
The Rich Young Ruler
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

And a ruler asked Him,
“Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 18:18)

This ruler of the Synagogue, fancying himself learned in the Law of Moses,
thought he could trick Jesus into dishonoring the commandment spoken by
Moses.

First, the Lord shows the ruler himself to be irreverent. Why, asks Jesus, do
you call me by a name that you know very well belongs to God alone? If you
do not believe that [ am God, why do you call Me “good” since none is good
but God alone. In the nature that transcends all, only in God, is found the
attribute of being by nature unchangeably good; in contrast the angels in
heaven and we on earth are good only by resembling God, or to be more
correct by participating in Him.

Second, the Lord shows the ruler incapable of either recognizing God or of
aspiring to the likeness of God, of being good like God. The ruler of the
synagogue inadvertently confesses Jesus Christ to be God, consubstantial
and equal in glory to the Father and the Holy Spirit.

Yet, he cannot see this or acknowledge it. In his pride he believes that since
his youth he has kept all the commandments enumerated by the Lord: “Do
not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness,
Honor your father and mother” (Luke 18:20).

So long as a man looks to himself, and not to God, he has no hope of
salvation. Evagrios of Pontus once said that man was created to
gazecontinually upon the face of God; sin entered the world when man first
turned his gaze from God.

The ruler thought that he had accomplished good merely by not outwardly
violating the commandments, without realizing that these are merely empty
form unless they are accompanied by an interior disposition toward, and love
for God. He, being wealthy, was also caught up in concern and worry over
the things of this life, without recognizing that what we have is given to us
by God that we might do good with them. That which I possess, that is in
excess of what I need, is — as Saint John Chrysostom puts it, stolen property
because it can be used by others.

For this reason, Jesus knows that the ruler must divest himself of his self-
righteousness and of his excess material goods, and must follow The Good:
Christ Himself.

“One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven, and come, follow Me” (Luke 18:22).

Amen.

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY 4
Have No Earthly Attachments
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

A rich young man asks Jesus, “What should I do to inherit eternal life? ” The
Apostle Mark provides some additional detail in his Gospel account, saying
that the man came running, and knelt before Jesus, and asked Him his
question, and that Jesus, beholding him, loved him (Mark 10:17-22).

Now, this man is a lover of money, and he approaches Jesus eager to learn
how he, along with his wealth, might inherit eternal life. For there is no one
who loves prolonged life as much as a man who loves money. Therefore this
man thought that Jesus could show him some way in which he could live
forever enjoying his possession of wealth.

Nevertheless, out of His great love toward mankind the Lord responds that
to enter the kingdom of heaven, one must keep the commandments. And He
cited some of them: Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal,
Do not bear false witness, and so forth.

Because the young man said that he had kept all these commandments from
his youth, the Lord enjoins him to keep that commandment which stands at
the head of all: non-possession. Behold the laws of the true Christian life!
“Sell all that you have, ” the Lord is effectively saying, “if anything remains,
you are its slave; then distribute, not to your rich relatives, but to the poor.”

But when the Lord told him that non-possession is what bestows eternal life,
the rich young man went away as if he regretted both his question and Jesus’
answer. In his mind he needed eternal life for the very reason that he had
great wealth. He thought that if he were to give up his possessions, why
would he want eternal life, since that life would be the life of a pauper?

Note that the word “distribute” implies that the meting out of wealth is to be
done with discernment and not haphazardly.

And, because a man must have all the other virtues as well as non-possession,
the Lord then said, “And come, follow Me,” meaning, “Be My disciple in all
things, and always keep following Me. Do not follow Me today only, and
leave Me tomorrow.”

Because the ruler was a lover of money, the Lord promised him treasure in
heaven. But the ruler did not give heed, because he was a slave of his money
and he was sorrowful. This is the irony: the Lord counseled him to deprive
himself of his wealth, yet that was the very reason he wanted eternal life in
the first place, so that he could live forever enjoying his many possessions.

That he was sorrowful shows he was sincere and not devious. This man truly
desired eternal life, but he was held fast by the love of money, a passion that

was stronger than his love for eternal life. Continued on page 5 &




5 SCRKIPTURE COMMENTARY (CONTD.)

Continued from page 4 = Because the rich man was sorrowful when he heard
that he should give up his riches, the Lord said, marveling, “How hard it
shall be for them that have riches to enter into the kingdom of God!” Note
carefully that He says “hard,” but not impossible, since those who give away
their riches — if they can — are able to obtain the heavenly things above.

However, this is very difficult, for money is stickier than glue, and it is hard
for a man to free himself when he is held fast by money. In His very next
words the Lord indicates that this is so difficult that it is all but impossible,
when He says, “For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

It is indeed impossible for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle,
whether one understands “camel” to mean the animal or the thick rope used
to tow a ship. Therefore, if it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle — which is impossible — than it is for a rich man to be saved, then it is
even more impossible for a man who remains rich to be saved.

What does the Lord mean? First, that this statement is true: it is impossible
for a rich man, while he is a rich man, to be saved. We cannot say that a
certain rich man gave away his riches and was saved. He was not saved as a
rich man; he was saved either as a man who had attained non-possession, or
who had become a steward, but not as a rich man.

A steward and a rich man are not the same. The rich man keeps riches for
himself, while the steward, as a trustee, holds wealth for the benefit of others.
Therefore, if such a man is saved, he is not saved as a rich man, but, as we
have said, because he has given away all that he has, or because he has spent
his wealth as a good steward.

Consider this as well. While it is impossible for a man who remains rich to
be saved, it is not impossible — but only difficult — for them that have riches
to give them away and to be saved.

It is as if the Lord had said, “The rich man who is possessed by riches and is
a slave to them and is held fast by them, shall not be saved. But he who only
has riches — that is, who is master of riches, owning them without being
owned by them — shall be saved although only with great difficulty.”

That difficulty is because of human weakness. For it is impossible for us not
to misuse what we have. As long as we have riches, the devil strives in every
way to deceive us into using that wealth in ways that violate the canons and
laws of stewardship, and only with great difficulty do we escape the devil’s
traps. This is why non-possession is better, and almost unassailable by the
evil one.

Amen.
Saint Theophylaktos, Bishop of Ochrid (AD 1050 — 1107)

A SUNDAY GOSPEL OBSERVATION 6
Things of Earth Below — and Things of Heaven Above
A rich young man asks Jesus, “What should I do to inherit eternal life?” The
Lord replied, stating the obvious, telling the man what he already knows that
he must do: keep the commandments.

Curiously, the young man responded saying, “I have fulfilled these since my
childhood.” 1t is as though he was searching for something else.

So Jesus tells him, “You lack one thing: that you sell everything you have
and give it to the poor. Then, come and follow Me.”

At this the young man became sorrowful, for he was rich. In other words, he
was attached to many material possessions: the things of this world.

For this reason Jesus exclaimed, “How hard it is for those who have riches
to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

Jesus did not compromise with anyone. He explicitly stated to the young man
that it is “hard” for the rich to enter the kingdom of God.

Our minds and hearts must not be mired in earthly things, because the earth
and the heavens are two completely separate and different things. And they
do not mix; they have nothing to do with one another. Not only must we set
aside the things of the earth, but “lay aside the cares” of earthly existence.

Nothing on this earth will be, or ever can be, taken into heaven. Thus, since
we are going to heaven, why would we be preoccupied myself with anything
earthly? That would be the height of foolishness, if not downright stupidity!

Unburdening ourselves from earthly, worldly things is not a command. It is
an invitation, from God that we are free to embrace or to reject.

“The power of God is effective
when a person asks for the help
from God, acknowledging his
own weakness and sinfulness.

This is why humility and striving

towards God are the fundamental “

virtues of a Christian”

— 8t. John Maximowvitch —
A lover of earthly riches is never satisfied, no matter how many possessions
he accumulates: the more a man acquires, the more his appetite increases. It
is like a man who tastes a stream of pure water feels even more thirsty if he
should be pulled away before he has quenched his thirst. In a similar way,
once a man has experienced the taste of God, he can never be satisfied or
have enough of it. But which is better: earthly riches that wash away and are
lost, or the everlasting riches of God? Saint Makarios of Egypt




7 A SUNDAY GOSPEL LESSON
Homily on the Tenth Sunday of Luke

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The Lord said, “Thou knowest the commandments.: Do not commit adultery,
Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness,” and so forth. The
law remedies first those sins into which we fall easily, and then those less
frequent sins to which fewer men fall.

Adultery and murder are mentioned first, because lust and anger are difficult
to control. Lust is a raging fire, inflaming both the outer and inner man, and
anger is a great wild beast. But stealing comes from a less fierce passion and
bearing false witness occurs rarely. Therefore, the law remedies first those
sins into which we fall most easily, and which are the most grave.

The other sins, such as stealing and bearing false witness, He places second
because they lead astray less often and are less grave than murder and
adultery.

To sin against ones parents He mentions last of all. Although it is a grave sin,
it does not occur often. Rarely is there found a man so cruel that he abuses
his parents.

Because the young man said that he had kept all these commandments from
his youth, the Lord enjoins him to keep that commandment which stands at
the head of all: non-possession.

Behold the laws of the true Christian life. “Sell all that thou hast,” the Lord
says. If anything remains, you are its slave. “And distribute,” not to your rich
relatives, but “unto the poor.”

The word distribute implies that the meting out of wealth is to be done with
discernment and not haphazardly.

And because a man must have all the other virtues as well as non-possession,
the Lord then said, “And come, follow Me,” meaning, “Be My disciple in all
things, and always keep following Me. Do not follow Me today only, and
leave Me tomorrow.”

Because the ruler was a lover of money, the Lord promised him treasure in
heaven, but the ruler did not give heed, because he was a slave of his money.

Therefore when he heard what the Lord had asked of him, he was sorrowful,
for the Lord had counselled him to deprive himself of his wealth. Yet that
was the very reason he wanted eternal life in the first place, so that he could
live forever enjoying his many possessions.

That he was sorrowful shows that he was sincere and not devious. Not one
of the Pharisees was ever sorrowful; instead, they raged even more against
the Lord when they heard His answers to their questions.

Amen.
Saint Theophylaktos

HYMNS AT THE DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 6, Troparion (Resurrection)
The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; ¢ the guards became as dead
men. * Mary stood by Thy grave, * seeking Thy most pure body. °
Thou didst capture Hades not being tempted by it. « Thou didst come
to the Virgin, granting life. + O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead, °
glory to Thee.

Tone 8, Tropéarion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, ¢ fill my thirsting soul with the
waters of piety, as Thou didst cry to all: « “If anyone thirst, let him
come to Me and drink.” * O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to
Thee.
Tone 2, Troparion (Prophet Nahum)
We celebrate the memory ¢ of Thy prophet Nahum, O Lord; ¢ through
him we beseech Thee: * “Save our souls!”
Tone 6, Kontakion (Resurrection)
When Christ God, the Giver of Life, ¢ raised all of the dead from the
valleys of misery with His mighty hand, « He bestowed resurrection
on the human race. ¢ He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life,
and the God of all.

Tone 4, Kontakion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, ¢ cried to all in the midst of
the feast of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We
fall before Thee and faithfully cry: « “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou
art the Fountain of our life.”

Tone 4, Kontakion (Prophet Nahum)
Glory... lllumined by the Spirit, thy heart was a vessel of illustrious
prophecy, ¢ seeing far-off things as though they were present.
Therefore, we venerate thee, glorious prophet Nahum.

Tone 2, Kontakion of the Theotokos
Both... Steadfast protectress of Christians, ¢ constant advocate before
the Creator; * despise not the entreating cries of us sinners, * but in thy
goodness come speedily to help us who call on thee in faith. « Hasten
to hear our petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos, ¢ for thou
dost always protect those who honor thee.

Prokeimenon
O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance! (Psalm 27:9a)
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EBaurenune

U cnpocun Eco nekmo u3 nauanbcmsyrowux. Yuumenv onazuii! umo
MHe Oenamb, 4mobbl HACIe008amb HCU3HbL 6eynylo? Hucyc ckazan
emy: umo mul Hasviéaeub Mens bnazum? HUKMO He 6iae, KaK MobKo
ooun boe; 3naewv 3anosedu: He npentobooelicmayli, He yousail, He
Kpaou, He JIdceceuoemenbcmeyil, NOYumaii omya meoezo u mamepb
meoto. OH dice cKa3an: 6CE€ MO COXPAHUNL 5L OM IOHOCMU MOEI.
Yenvuuas smo, Hucyc ckazan emy: ewé 00Ho2o nedocmaém mebe:
6CE, umo umeeutb, Npooal U pasoar HUWUM, U Oyoeulb UMemb
coxkposuwje Ha Hebecax, u npuxoou, credyu 3a Muow. Ou odice,
VCAbIULAG cue, ONeYanuics, nomomy umo ovl1 oyeHv 6ocam. Hucyc,
8UOS,, UYMO OH ONEeYANUICH, CKA3AL. KAK MPYOHO UMEIOWUM
boeamcmeso eoumu 6 Llapcmeue boowcue! ubo yoodnee 6epbarody
npoumu  CK803b U20NbHLIE YWU, Hedcelu 002amomy 6oumu 6
Llapcmesue boowcue. Cnviwasuiue cue ckazanu: Kmo e MOddcem
cnacmucv? Ho OH ckazan: HeB03MOJCHOE 4eN08eKAM B03MOINCHO
boey (JIk. 18, 18-27).

ITIporounepeint Anekcannp [laprynos
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo [yxa.

Veapimmm 14 MBI 30B Bosxuii?

HexTo obpatuincst ko Xpucry: «Yuurenb Onaruit! uro mMHe
Jenatb, 4TOObl HacJenoBaTh XH3Hb BeuHyl0?» OueHb
XOpOUIMM BOIPOC, CaMbli TVIaBHBIM Ha CBETE, BaXKHEE BCEX
npyrux. [loka yenoBek He BBIPACTET A0 ITOrO BOIIPOCA, BCE
OTBETHI, KOTOPBIE OH MOJIyYaeT B )KM3HHU, — HE O TOM, IIOTOMY 4TO OH HE O
TOM pa3MBILUISIET, HE TO UIIET.

«Yto MHe fenaTh, 9TOOBI HACTIEIOBATh )KU3Hb BEUHYI07» — 00pariaeTcs oH
ko Xpucty, Ha3piBasi Ero VYuwrenem. ToT, KTO HIIET >KU3Hb BEUHYIO,
& 2

2 1 Jlexaops 2024 2.
1 ¥ NOJKEH NPUATH KO XPUCTY KaK K CBOeMy YuuTento. Y HUKTO He MOXKET
oOpecTH 3Ty XW3Hb, €CIIM HE CTaHET YYEHUKOM XPHUCTOBBIM. CBstas
LepxoBb mpu3bIBaCT HAac BO BCE BEKa, MU B CErOJHSIIHEE BpeMs B
OCOOCHHOCTH, OCO3HATh, YTO MBI SBIISEMCS] YICHUKAMU XPUCTOBBIMHU, YTO
MBI IpU3BaHbl HayYuThCs cBsitoctu y Camoro Xpucra bora.

l'ocnoge creimuT oOparieHue: «Yunurenb Onaruii!» u orBedaeT: «HUTO ThI
HaspiBaellb Mensa OnaruMm? Huxkrto He Onar, Kak ToJbKO oguH bor». OH
X0YeT CKa3aTh 3TOMY 4YEJIOBEKY, YTO OH, OOpaIaroIuics KO XpPHUCTY C
OJIaTOrOBEHUEM KaK K BEJIMKOMY YUHUTENO M00pa W HPaBCTBEHHOCTH, HE
MIOHUMAET Ha caMoM Jiene, yTo oH roBoput ¢ Camum borom XKuseim. Hago
Y3HATh €My, YTO JIHCTBUTEIHHO OJar ToJbKO ouH bor. U Besikuii uenoBex,
cambIii TOOPBIH, JemaeTcsl TAKOBBIM Oyiarojaps TOMY, YTO OH MPHYACTCH
bory.

['ocnoas He TOBUT HUKOTO Ha HEYTAYHOM CJIOBE WIIM Ha IJIOXOM IOCTYTIKE.
Om Beceraa Bce, 4TO OBUTO HE TAK, XOUET CAeaTh Kak Obl He OBIBILIUM, €CITH
BUJUT MCKPEHHEE yCTpeMJICHHE YenoBeka. A Bcé, 4To xopoio, ['ocoap
XO04YeT C/AeNaTh He MPOCTO XOPOIIUM — HCTUHHO XOPOILIMM, OECKOHEYHO
JYYIINM U COBEpILIEHHBIM. M K 3TOMy BEAET Hally KU3Hb.

XpHUCTOC TOBOPHUT, YTO MyTh K BEYHOH KU3HU — 3TO 3anoenu boxun. 1
OHn cHOBa, Ha HOBOW ITyOMHE, PACKPBIBAET HAM 3HAUY€HHE TOTO, YTO Kak
OyaTo OBl XOPOIIO BCEM HAM M3BECTHO, YTO MBI CIBIIIAIN YK€ MHOTO pas.
BoTr uTto camoe riaBHOE I YeNOBEKa: HAy4YMThCS HE yOUBaTh, HE
BOpOBaTh, He ONyIWTh, MOYHTATh OTLA M MaTb. JTO HAayKa W3 HayK U
HCKYCCTBO M3 MCKYCCTB, 3TO Ba)KHEE BCSIKOW MYIpPOCTH, BCEX MO3HAHMM,
BMECTE B3ATBHIX, KaKH€ CYIECTBYIOT Ha cBeTe. Ecnm uenoBek 3ToMy He
HAY4HTCSsl, OH HHYEeMy He Haydwics B )KHM3HHU, BcE HampacHo. 1 oH moxeT
3TOMY HAayUUTbCS, TOBOPSAT CBATHIC OTIIBI, TOJIBKO ITyTEM HCIIOJHEHUS TOTO,
yto ['ocnioap nmpenmaraert.

Yenosek, obparusmuiicss ko Xpucty (B EBanrenun ot Mardes ckaszaHo,
YTO 3TO OBLT IOHOILIA), — OYEHb OTBETCTBEHHBIN 4YenoBeK. OT IOHOCTU OH
XpaHUT Bech 3akoH. HUKTO HE MOXKET yNnpekHyTh ero, aaxe Xpucroc. Ho
€CTh B 9TOM 4YEJIOBEKE, HECOMHEHHO, JKEJIaHWE UATU Aajbllle, JOCTUTHYTh
Oosbirero. JTO TO, UTO BOCXMIIAET M TporaeT B HeM ['ocmona. «Hucyc,
B3IJISIHYB Ha HETO, IoJto0mi1 eroy». U mo aTo# npuunHe ["ocnoas npenaraer
€My IyTb, KOTOPBI AaCT €My BO3MOKHOCTH JKUTh Ha HECpaBHEHHO Ooiee
gygecHOM ypoBHe. ['ocrions ouens TpeboBaresneH. OH MPOCUT OONBLIETO,
HaMHOT0 OOJBLIETO, YeM TO, 4To TpeboBas ApeBHUN 3akoH. OH SBIsET
HOBBIM MU, UACATIOM KOTOPOTO SIBISETCS HE cOOM0AeHNne 3aK0oHa, KaK Obl

MMPEKpaCCH, CHpaBCAJIMB U HCTUHCH OH HU 6BIJ'I, HO — IMPHU3BIB CTATb
COBCPHICHHBIM, KaK bor OTCLI COBCPIIICH. HOTOMy u npeajaracrcda CTojib
= 3
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2 = Benukuil mepexona: «lloiinu, Bce, yTo uUMeelb, mpoaaid u pasnau
HUIIHMM, 1 OyIelTh UMETh COKPOBUIIIE Ha HeOecax; M MPUXO/IHU, IOCTe Iy 3a
MtHoto, B3siB kpect». OTHBIHE He 3aKOH uMeeT 3HaueHue, a Cam 'ocniogs
Nucyc Xpucroc. 3a Hum Hano cienoBatk.

Ho HeBo3MOxkHO uaTH Beiieq XPUCTY C TAKUM TDKENIBIM 0araxxoMm Kak y
aToro uenoBeka. Emy Hemoctaer myxectBa. OH mpuUBSI3aH K CBOEMY
nMeHuto. OH JIOOUT TO, YTO €ro OOraTCTBO MOXKET eMy oOecreunTh. «OH
K€, CMYTHUBIINUCH OT CEr0 CJIOBA, OTOIIEN C MeYaablo, IOTOMY YTO Y HEro
ObUTO OOJNBIIIOE MMEHUE». borarcTBo, KOTOPHIM OH O0JIaacT, HE MEIIaeT
€My YCIIBIIIATh TO, YTO TOBOPUT XPUCTOC, U MOHSITH, YTO TOBOPUT XPUCTOC,
HO OHO MEILIAET €My OTBETUTh Ha 30B XpUCTOB. 1 mOATOMY OH MCHOJIHEH
BEJIMKOM ITeYaIu.

Ectp Hemano miomed, KOTOpbIE XHMBYT OJIarO4ecTHBO, BCE HCHONHSAIOT,
XOAAT B LIEPKOBb, BepaT B bora. Ho kornma ux Bepa OyneT ucobiTana mo-
HACTOSIILIEMY, TO OOHAPYKUTCA, YTO €CTh B UX XKHU3HU TO, PaAU Ye€TO OHU
TOTOBBI CKOpEE pa3opBaTh CO XPHUCTOM, YeM OCTaBUTH CBOE OOrarcTBo. 10
MOJKET OBITh MaTepHaJIbHOE OOraTCTBO MIIM KAKOE YTOJHO APYToe.

«Yro amns Tebst TOpoXKe, — CIpammnBaeT XpUCTOC, — TOT MUP CO BCEMH
€ro ILEHHOCTSMH, MOXET OBbIThb, OYEHb 3aMEyaTelIbHBIMU, WM BeYHAas
sku3Hb? bor nnm uro-to apyroe?» Ecnn Xpuctoc Ha caMoMm fene i Hac
JIOPOXKE BCETO, TO MBI NOAEM 3a Hum, uto Ob1 3TO HaM HU cTomno. Kto He
cnenyer 3a AraueM boxunm, kyga 661 OH HHM TOIIEN, TOT HE MOXET
Ha3bIBaThCSl YICHUKOM XPUCTOBBIM, OH He Haciexyet LlapctBo HebecHoe.
Moxet OBITB, ell1e He IPHUILEI s HaC Yac PeIlaromero BEI0opa, Koraa Mbl
JOJDKHBL MO0 BCE OCTaBUTH, MO0 paccrarbesi co Xpuctom. Ho MHorue,
TOBOpPHUT HaM ceroans ['ocmons, ocraBar Ero, gaxe kak OyaTo He xemas
storo. Bcé ompenensiercs B KOHIIE KOHIIOB NMPEAETBHON ILIETOCTHOCTHIO
mo6BHU K bory u m100BU K APYrOMYy YEIOBEKY.

Amuno.
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: Enuckona Mutpodana
3HocKk0-bopoBckoro

Bo ums Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo [yxa.

“Uro MHe [JenaTh, 4YTOOBI HACIENOBAaTh JKHU3Hb
BEUHYI0?” - crpocui roHoma Xpucta. M otBeTmn emy
Tocnonp: “Ecnu xodels” BEYHOH KH3HHM, “‘COOMIOIU
3aroBeau.” HacuipHOo HHMKOro He cmacaer I'ocmonb,
MOCEMYy U TOBOPHUT: “‘€Clii XOdYelllb,” W HE CKazal:
“UCIIONHM,” TaK KaK HE B COCTOSIHUM YEJOBEK, C €ro MOBPEXKIACHHOU
MIPUPOJTIO, UCTIOJIHUTH BCE, a CKa3al: ““COOJIIONIN,” 3TO 3HAYUT - HE TePsIi ux
Y3 BUJA, BCETIa UMEH UX B IaMSITH U B CO3HAHUU U COTJIACYH C HUMH MBICIH
u nena TBou. “Kakue 3anoBenn?” - cripalimBaeT XprCTa FOHOIIA, U CIBIIINT
B oTBeT: ““‘He Oepu uyxoro, He JDKECBHIAETEIbCTBY M, HE MPeTro001eiicTBYH,
MOYUTAN OTIA U MaTeph: U JHOOH OJIMKHET0, Kak caMoro ceos.”

Beex nm Hac, moporme Bo Xpucrte OpaThs M CECTpPbl, HAC XPUCTHAH,
3aHMMaeT BOMPOC: YTO JeNaTh, YTOOBI MMETh XU3Hb BeuHyto? IlyTh K
JKM3HH BE€YHOH HauMHaeTcsl ¢ coOmrogeHreM 3amoBeneil boxumx. U
OTJIMYUTEIBHON YEPTOH YeIIOBEKa, COOIIOJAIONICTO 3allOBE/IU, SIBISIOTCS
npeaaHHocTh bory u mpocrtota cepama. A rae mpocToTa cepAala, TaM U
CMUpEHUE, TaM CO3HAaHUE CBOECH HEAOCTATOYHOCTH M JKEJaHUE pOCTa
IyxoBHOTO. CMUPEHHBIN YEJIOBEK HUKOT/Ia He JIF00yeTcst COOOW U HE BEJET
cyeTa CBOMM JIOOPBIM JIeiTaM.

He tak nyman o cebe Xpucra BOMPONIABIINK FOHOIIA, IIOTOMY U CMEJO
oTBeuaeT Xpucty: “Bce aTro coxpaHun g oT roHOCcTM Moed.” HempaBny
cKazall 0 cebe caMOJIOBOJIbHBIN IOHOMmA. He mpoBepuB riyOHHBI CBOETO
ceplia, OH He 3aMETHIT, YTO HE UCIIOJTHEHA MM TJIaBHasl 3a110BEIb - 3aIT0OBE/Ib
0 r00BH K OmmKHEMY, 100, ecinu OBl JTFOOWI OH OJMKHEro, Kak caMoro
ce0s, oH Obl ©€3 Tpyda HCIIONBE30Bajl CBOE OOTaTCTBO JJS CIYKCHHS

HECYACTHBIM.
3Han BceBenymwmii ['ocmonk, 4To foHOMmA OBUT OOTaT, MOCEMY Ha BOIPOC:
‘“4ero MHe elle He JocTaeT?” cKaszai: “eciid XO4ellb ObITh COBEPILECHHbBIM,
- peluch Ha MOABUT - “Hmpojall UMEHHE TBOe W pasznail HumuM.” “Eciu
xouenib,” - roBopuT l'ocnoas, - I He TpeOylo OT BceX ITOro MoABHra, noo
HE BCE MOTYT €ro MOHECTH, HO Thl HUIICHIb COBEPIICHCTBA - TaK BOT,
COBEPILHU ATOT NOJBUT U “‘creayii 3a Muoil.” U 1oHo1a, Ka3a10Cchk, TOTOBBIN
HCIIOJHUTH IIOBEJICHHE BEIMKOrO YUMTEIA, MOIYA ‘‘C IIeYajibl0 OTOIIeIH,”
n6o “y Hero Obuio Oonpmioe uMmeHue.” PeBHymomuil o crnaceHuH,
nepeorieHns1 ce0s1, cedsl He MO3Ha, He 3aMETWII, KaKyl BIIACTh HAJ €ro
OEITHBIM CEp/IIIEM BO3BIMEIIA CTPACTh JTFOOOCTHKAHUS.

Amune.
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The Children’s Word

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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The gift of God

Have you been shopping

lately? Lots and lots of people go Christmas
shopping the day after Thanksgiving. They
want to find the best gifts, and to get a head
start for Christmas.

Chaplain
Gifts
Grace
Hospital
Joy

Love
Miracle
Monk
Porphyrios
Salvation
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Today at church, we hear about the very, very
best gift we could ever get.
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In the epistle reading, we hear how God wants us to be with Him. He
knows we sometimes do the wrong thing, and He forgives us for that. He
gives us more than we can ever ask for, when He gives us life with Him
forever. -

= 9
The epistle says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and - WHAT S IN THE lCON?

this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.” When we love God very
much, He gives us this spot in heaven. It’s a gift! It’s not because of
something we did.
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Saint Porphyrios suffered with lots of
pain in his life. In this icon though, he

. . . '
In the Gospel reading too, we hear about a man who was blind. He was begging has alittle smile on his face!

by the road, because it was hard for him to work when he couldn’t see. He asked
Jesus to heal him, and He did heal him. He could finally see. That man asked
Jesus for help, but that miracle was really a gift that Christ chose to give.

Saint Porphyrios is with Christ in
heaven, with no more suffering!

Let’s always remember that life with God is a gift! We love God, so we want to
do what He wants. But we can’t earn it! Let’s pray that our Lord will give us this
great “gift of God.”
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SAINT PORPHYRIOS
“CHRIST IS OUR FRIEND”

Have you ever been scared of
somebody who turned out to be not so scary?
A teacher? A priest? Even somebody who be-
came your friend?

Today we celebrate a saint who died just 33
years ago. He was declared a saint just 11
years ago! Saint Porphyrios was a very hum-
ble man. He was very poor as a child, and
only finished 2nd grade. But still, Saint Por-
phyrios was a very wise man because he had
the wisdom of God!

Saint Porphyrios was a joyful man, even though he was in pain a lot.
He knew that God wants us to be joyful too. God doesn’t want us to
be scared of Him. Once, Saint Porphyrios said, “This is the way we
should see Christ. He is our friend, our brother. He is whatever is
good and beautiful. He is everything. Yet, He is still a friend and He
shouts it out, ‘You’re my friends, don’t you understand that?...I am
not threatening you. I love you. I want you to enjoy life together with
me.”

For 33 years, Saint Porphyrios worked as a priest in the little chapel at a
hospital in Athens, Greece. He comforted many, many sick people there.
He spoke to their families. He helped people who were even dying. And
everywhere, Saint Porphyrios always gave them that good news from
Christ: “I love you. I want you to enjoy life together with me.”
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We celebrate St. Porphyrios tomorrow, December 2nd (OC: December 15th).
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By grace you have been saved!
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