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€EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 2
Epistle of the Eighteenth Sunday, (188) 2 Corinthians 9:6-11

BRETHREN, He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he
purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always
having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good
work. As it is written: “He has dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor;
His righteousness endures forever.” Now may He Who supplies seed to the
sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and
increase the fruits of your righteousness, while you are enriched in
everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God.

Gospel for the Sixth Sunday of Saint Luke, Luke 8:26-39

AT THAT TIME: When Jesus came to the country of the Gadarenes, which is
opposite Galilee. And when He stepped out on the land, there met Him a
certain man from the city who had demons for a long time. And he wore no
clothes, nor did he live in a house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he
cried out, fell down before Him, and with a loud voice said, “What have I to
do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not torment
me!” For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For
it had often seized him, and he was kept under guard, bound with chains and
shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the
wilderness. Jesus asked him, saying, “What is your name?” And he said,
“Legion,” because many demons had entered him. And they begged Him
that He would not command them to go out into the abyss. Now a herd of
many swine was feeding there on the mountain. So they begged Him that He
would permit them to enter them. And He permitted them. Then the demons
went out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd ran violently down
the steep place into the lake and drowned. When those who fed them saw
what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country. Then
they went out to see what had happened, and came to Jesus, and found the
man from whom the demons had departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed
and in his right mind. And they were afraid. They also who had seen it told
them by what means he who had been demon-possessed was healed. Then
the whole multitude of the surrounding region of the Gadarenes asked Him
to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. And He got into
the boat and returned. Now the man from whom the demons had departed
begged Him that he might be with Him. But Jesus sent him away, saying,
“Return to your own house, and tell what great things God has done for you.”
And he went his way and proclaimed throughout the whole city what great
things Jesus had done for him.
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3 REFLECTION ON THE SUNDAY GOSPEL
Sixth Sunday of Saint Luke

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

What can be the reason that the man dwelt in the tombs? Some erroneously
think that the souls of the dead become demons which is nonsense. This is a
pernicious opinion, which we should never allow into our conception!

First of all, it is not logical that an injured soul would cooperate with its
wrongdoer. We are tempted by the demons who seek to injure us, and no
victim is ever likely to embrace his torturer. Thus, those who are afflicted
by Satan are not likely to become one of his demons.

Secondly, a man — who is a psychosomatic entity, comprised of a soul and
a body — is not able to change himself into an incorporeal being (such as the
angels and the demons) to wander among the tombs. Instead, we know that
upon the separation of the soul from the body at death, the immortal soul
rises to be judged by God and the inanimate body rests in the grave; such a
disconnected human being cannot thereafter become something else — an
incorporeal being — to continue wandering upon the earth.

Indeed, “the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God” (Wisdom 3:1).
Even the souls of sinners are led away from their bodies and are taken to
heaven to be judged. This is evident from the account of Lazarus and the
rich man, where Christ says, “this day your soul shall be required of you.”
How then could the soul, being taken away from its body and having gone
away from its familiar earthly places, know how to walk once more upon
the earth in unfamiliar places such as among the tombs in the country of the
Gadarenes? Of course, it cannot.

We must never believe that the souls of dead appear among the living as
those who participate in occult practices suggest.

Instead, in today’s Gospel account, Christ allowed this unfortunate man to
be tormented by the devil in order that he and we might be saved. This
sounds strange, but the Lord allows this, even as Saint Paul instructed the
Corinthians concerning the immoral man: “you are to deliver this man to
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day
of the Lord Jesus” (1 Corinthians 5:5).

Jesus allowed it so we might consider this unhappy man enduring such awful
affliction and thus understand just how horrible the malice of Satan can be.

Furthermore, we clearly understand from this that nothing happens without
the knowledge of God; in fact, we notice that the demons cannot even enter
the swine unless He allows them to do so. Thus, we are reassured that He is
always with us, guiding us and caring for us in all circumstances.

Amen.

HOMILY onTtHe SUNDAY GOSPEL 4
Do not fear but come to him as you are!
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

In the Gospel story of the Gadarene demoniac, we are often distracted by the
elements that are so unlike our normal, everyday lives. Here we see a wild,
violent, frightening example of the kind of possession that Hollywood loves.
We have a naked man, living in a graveyard, scaring the dickens out of the
townspeople, so powerful that chains could not hold him. The hero comes,
sets him free, sends the demons into a herd of swine who rush off screaming
over a cliff into the sea to drown!

A preeminent element of this story is fear. Everyone, with the exception of
Jesus, was afraid. The demoniac was afraid, and the townspeople were
afraid. Even after he was healed the townspeople were still afraid! Fear drove
the man to isolate himself in a graveyard, a place that consistently invokes
fear from which he not only lived in fear but made it his business to frighten
anyone who happened by. Evidently, this atmosphere of fear was a focus of
life in the region of the Gadarenes. Who among them did not know the story?

Fear is something with which we are all familiar. Since 911 many Americans
have lived in fear that terrorists will kill them. Our national discourse seems
to have revolved almost entirely around fear. It is a terrible way to live. We
fear poverty, starvation, cancer, crime. We even fear the truth and honesty.
“What if people knew how I really felt, who I really am? Surely, they would
not like me.” So, we run from the things that frighten us. We live in gated
communities, we take lots of pills, we drink lots of alcohol, we eat lots of
food, we watch lots of television, anything to take away our fear.

Ultimately, all of these little fears come from the one big fear, that is, the fear
of death. It is curious that the Gospel calls us to do something quite different
than we are used to doing with fear. It invites us not to run away from it.
Jesus did not run away from the demoniac. He met him face to face. He did
not run away from Calvary. He met death face to face. Of course, he was
afraid! Read the account of his agonizing prayers in Gethsemane!

But courageous people are not those who have not experienced fear, but
rather those who know it intimately and who do not let it rule them. We are
invited to meet our fears head-on with faith and hope in God Who will never
forsake us.

Once a monk and his disciples once came upon a ferocious dog chained in a
yard. The dog snarled and barked and then broke free of his chains, like the
demoniac, and rushed at them. All began to run in fear, except the monk who
gathered up his robes and rushed straight at the dog looking him straight in
the eye. The dog stopped in his tracks, turned and ran away in fear.

Continued on Page 5 &




5 HOMILY oNtHe SUNDAY GOSPEL (CONTINUED)
Continued from Page 4 = Saint Anthony was like the Gadarene demoniac, but
with an important difference. He went, like the demoniac, to live in the
tombs, but not because of fear, but to meet his fears and overcome them.
Indeed, all his battles with demons in the guise of animals and other things
are representative of the battles he fought with his own fears.
Saint Anthony did not win his struggles by running away from the tombs, he
won it by staying put, by prayer and meditation, by fasting, in other words
by facing all that he had to face with courage and with faith in God who
promised to be always near. After a particularly harrowing battle Saint
Antony asked God, “Where were You?” A light came into the tomb and a
voice said, “I was here all along.” It is an example that we need to follow.
We all have problems to face: fears to be admitted, sins that need reconciling.
This cannot be done by hiding from them or pretending they do not exist. We
need to stop and look deeply at what troubles us. We need to let go, to relax,
to welcome the opportunity to face these things when they arise.
In confession do not be afraid, but keep in mind that all God asks of us is to
be as honest as we can be about who we really are. The Church is the place
where we should be able to be completely honest without fear of judgment,
or consequence. Unfortunately, that is not always the case. Fear of reality
often motivates even the clergy to run away when faced with things in others
that remind them of what’s going on in their own lives.

The Lord invites us to leave our fears behind and come to him as we are.

Amen

ANOTHER HOMILY

The Possessed Man as the Fragmentation of the Human Person
On the 6th Sunday of Luke, the great Redeemer of the human race, while He
was in the land of the Gadarenes, opposite Galilee, relieves, redeems and
liberates a man from a terrible threat.

The “sick” servant in today’s Gospel is suffering from a spiritual illness. He
is possessed, that is profoundly under the influence of the unclean spirit of
the cunning devil.

Indeed, he was so enslaved to the demons that he no longer dwelt in a house
but lived among the graves. It would appear that the tormented man, being
spiritually dead, found no comfort except among the dead.

The possessed man is a terrible, dreadful case. This was not a psychiatric
illness but rather a dreadful, hellish experience. But he is redeemed from this
maelstrom as soon as he looks at Christ.

The power of the devil diminishes and becomes powerless in the face of
Christ the Liberator. Demons cannot tolerate the presence of their Superior,
the God of all, and they wither away like weeds. Continued on Page 6 &
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Continued from Page 4 = In the Book of Revelation (Apocalypse) of Saint
John — the last and perhaps most-beautiful book of the New Testament — we
are able to recognize more clearly the utter powerlessness of the devil before
Christ the Incarnate God.

In chapter twelve of the Revelation, a wonderful image and event is
described. A pregnant woman, about to give birth, is under attack from a
dragon. The dragon stalks the woman, intending, as the text tells us, to
“devour” the child as soon as it is born.

In the end, a male child is born and is seized by God and brought straight to
the throne, so that it can be kept from harm, since it was destined to become
the Savior of the world. As soon as the woman had given birth, she went to
a safe place in the desert, where she was looked after by God.

Unable to bear its defeat, the dragon turned its attention for a second time to
the woman. But again, it was defeated. Its attacks against the woman were
carried out “in vain,” since, whatever it did, she was invulnerable. God had
her under His protection and, as it says, covered her with “two wings.” It is
easy to see that the woman in the Revelation narrative is our most-holy Lady
Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary. Likewise, the male child is Jesus Christ,
and the dragon is the devil. If the devil trembles and takes fright in the
presence of anyone other than Christ, that person is Our Lady.

According to Saint Gregory Palamas, she is the leading opponent of Satan,
because throughout her life she was untroubled by all the temptations he
subjected her to. So, if we imitate Mary, the Mother of God, we have nothing
to fear from any demon. According to this narrative, the devil is unable to
affect Our Lady. Because of the child she was carrying in her womb.

According to the Fathers of the Church, as Saint Symeon the New
Theologian writes, we can, indeed, imitate the conception and gestation of
Christ “spiritually,” though not, of course, literally. Such a conception and
gestation protect us forever from anything at all demonic and tempting.

Saint Symeon says that every time we partake of the Body and Blood of the
Lord, we conceive Christ within us, as did the Mother of God. Given that we
have this Patristic confirmation, let us fight “the good fight” of faith, taking
part “perceptibly” and consciously in the Holy Mysteries (Sacraments) of the
Church, which are the guardians of our life.

Spiritual people who partake “worthily” of Christ have no reason to fear the
devil, nor the wicked traps he sets for us every day. On the contrary, they
live a circumspect life, united to Him Who breaks asunder the wicked devil
and sends him off to a herd of ineffectual swine, as in today’s reading.
Protopresbyter Nikolaos Patsalos




7 HIERARCHICAL COMMENTARY
6th Sunday of Luke, Luke 8:26-39

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

“The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with
him; but he sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how
much God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout
the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.”

Jesus Christ, who is a loving Father to all, provides us with so many
blessings, first and foremost the gift of life!

Christ is always looking after our best interests, since He knows what we
need even before we ask for it.

In today’s Gospel reading, after He healed the man possessed with demons,
Jesus told the man to declare how much God had done for him. And in fact
this is what the man did, he praised and glorified God to all and, by this way,
showed his appreciation and thanksgiving for being healed.

Do we do the same? Given all of the blessings we enjoy, are we grateful and
by extension praise the Lord for them?

Or do we just take them for granted or perhaps more dangerously attribute
our success and well-being to only our own hard work and efforts?

These are important questions requiring sincere self-reflection.

While of course we must apply ourselves and persevere through challenges
that arise in our day-to-day lives, we must also recognize the role and
assistance that our Father who is in heaven plays and — like the once
possessed man — thank and glorify God; in the process, not only will we
become grateful individuals, but we will also become witnesses to the power,
love, and mercy of the Lord Jesus.

Amen.

Metropolitan Sotirios of Toronto

HYMNS xttHe DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 1, Troparion (Resurrection)
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, * while the soldiers were
guarding Thy most pure body, * Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior, *
granting life to the world. * The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O
Giver of Life: » “Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ. * Glory to Thy
Kingdom. * Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou Who lovest mankind.”

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, * fill my thirsting soul with the waters
of piety, as Thou didst cry to all: « “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and
drink.” » O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 4, Troparion (St. Nestor)
Thy holy martyr Nestor, O Lord, * through his sufferings has received an
incorruptible crown from Thee, our God. * For having Thy strength, he laid
low his adversaries, ¢ and shattered the powerless boldness of demons.
Through his intercession, save our souls.

Tone 1, Kontakion (Resurrection)
As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory, * raising the world with
Thyself. « Human nature praises Thee as God, for death has vanished. ¢
Adam exults, O Master. * Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage and
cries to Thee: ¢ “Thou art the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ.”

Tone 4, Kontékion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, ¢ cried to all in the midst of the
feast of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We fall before
Thee and faithfully cry: « “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the Fountain
of our life.”

Tone 2, Kontakion (St. Nestor)
Glory... Having fought the good fight, « thou didst win immortal glory, O
Nestor. * Thou didst become a perfect soldier for the Master ¢ through the
prayers of the martyr Demetrius. * Together with him thou art praying
unceasingly to Christ God for us all.

Tone 2, Kontakion of the Theotokos
Both... Steadfast protectress of Christians, ¢ constant advocate before the
Creator; * despise not the entreating cries of us sinners, ¢ but in thy goodness
come speedily to help us who call on thee in faith. « Hasten to hear our
petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos, * for thou dost always protect
those who honor thee.

Prokeimenon
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on Thee. (Psalm
32:22)
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EBaurenune

U npunnvinu 6 cmpany I'adapunckyro, aesxcawyio npomus I anuneu. Kozeoa sice
sviutenn On na bepee, ecmpemun Eeo ooun wenogex uz copooa, odepiicumviil
becamu ¢ 0agHe20 8pemMeHU, U 8 00eHCOy He 00e8ABUIULCS, U HCUBUUL He 6
Odome, a 6 epobax. On, ysuoes Hucyca, éckpuuan, nar nped Hum u epomxum
2onocom ckazan: umo' Tebe 0o mens,, Mucyc, Coin Boea Bcegvluinezo? ymonstio
Tebs, ne myuv mens. M6o Hucyc nosenen neuucmomy Oyxy Gvllimu U3 cezo
uej06eKa, NOMmoMy Ymo OH 00Ji20e 8PeMs MyUUl €20, MAK 4mo €20 CEA3bI8AIU
yensamu u ysamu, coepeedsi e2o, HO OH pA3pPbl8Al ¥3bl U ObLT 20HUM DecoM 6
nycmoinu. Hucyc cnpocun ezo: kax mebde umsa? OH CKA3aR: 1€2UOH,- NOMOMY
umo MHo2o becos souiio 6 ne2o. M onu npocunu Hucyca, umobvol e nogenen um
uomu 6 6e3ony. Tym oice na ecope naciocv Oonvuioe cmado ceéumell, u becol
npocunu E2o, umobvl nozeonun um eovimu 6 nux. On nossoaun um. bBecol, avliios
U3 uenosexa, 60ULIU 8 C8UHell, U OPOCULOCL CMAO0 C KPYMU3HLL 8 03ePO U
nomownyio. Ilacmyxu, éuos npoucueduiee, nobexicanu u pacckazauu 8 20pooe
u 6 cenenusix. M eviuinu guoems npoucuwiedutee;, u, npuos x Hucycy, nawinu
yenogexa, U3 Komopozo eviunu becvl, cudswezo y noe Hucyca, odemozo u 6
30pasom yme, u YacacHyauch. Buodeswiue sice pacckasanu um, Kax ucyenuics
becnosaswutics. U npocun Eeo eecv napoo Iadapumnckoii okpecmHocmu
YOanumsbCs OMm HUX, NOMOMY 4mo oHu 00wbsmvl Obiiu eeaukum cmpaxom. Ou
60ULEN 8 TOOKY U 8036pamuics. Yenosex gice, U3 KOmMopo2o evbiuiiu 6ecol, NPOCUT
Ezo, umobwl 6bimb ¢ Hum. Ho Hucyc omnycmun e2o, ckazas. 6036pamuch 8
0om meotl u pacckadicu, umo' comsopun mebe boe. On nowén u nponogedosan
no scemy 20pody, umo comsopun emy Hucyc (JIx. 8, 26-39).

Mutponosut AHTOHNN CypOKCKU
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /yxa.

P aCCKas, KOTOpLIﬁ MBI TOJIBKO YTO CJIbIIIaJIn, CTaAaBUT HAC
JIMILIOM K Jny C TpEMsL Ppa3IMYHbIMHA n
HCCOBMCCTHMbBIMHU IIOJIOKCHUSAMMU. Mmu1 BUIHUM,
BOIICPBBIX, OTHOIICHUC K OJCPKUMOMY UYCIOBCKY CHJI
3J1a, 6CCOB, CHII 3J1a, KOTOPBIC BCAYUCCKU CTApPAOTCA €O
HOpa6OTI/ITL, HC OCTaBUTb B HCM Huueco, & 2
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1 ¥ 4Tto He OBUIO OBl UM TIOJBJIIACTHO, YTO HE MPUHAJICIKATIO OBl UM JIO
KOHI[a, YeM OHU HE MOTJIH OBbI BOCIIOJIB30BAaThCS, YTOOBI TBOPUTH CBOE 3I10.
Otu cuiabl OECOBCKME MOXHO Ha3BaTh BCEMH HA3BaHUSAMHU Tpexa
YEJIOBEYECKOTO: €CIIU TOJIBKO MBI JaéM BIIACTh B ceOe KakoMy-Iubo rpexy,
MBI JienmaeMcsi pabamu rpexa (00 3Tom u amocton [laBen roeopur
noapoOHo). U ecsim MblI AesiaeMcsi pabaMu rpexa, To mepex HaMH y4acTh
3TOr0 YeJI0BeKa: BCI0 KM3Hb NPOKUTH KaK OpY:KUe 3J1a Ha 3eMJjie, B
0e3ymMuu, B CTPAJlaHUM, B TBOPEHUH 3J1a.

Ho 3a stumM crout Oonee CTpalIHOC. bechr mpocuiu, YTOOBI XpI/ICTOC nux
nocjail B CtTaa0o CBHUHOC. CBHUHBH AJid CBpCCB O3HAYaJIN HCHUCTOTY: BBI60p
0eCOB MOWUTH B CTag0 CBUHOC I'OBOPUT O TOM, 4UTO BCE 3J10, KOTOpPOC B HAC
Ka4uCCTBYCT, KOTOPOC Mbl TBOPHUM, KOTOPOMY MBI IMIPUWICTUIACMCS, KOTOPOMY
MBI Ja€M BJIaCThb Hall €000l — 3TO UMEHHO OCKBCPHCHHUC W IIpCACIbHAsA
HEUHCTOTa. A nmpeaeci 3Toro HOpa6OH_ICHI/I$I MBI BUIUM OIIATh-TaKH B CyI[B6€
CBHHOTO CTaza: OHO HOI‘I/I6J'IO, HUYETO0 HE ocTajaock oT Hero. OnHo
HCIIOJHHUIIO CBOC 3aJaHUC, U OBLIO YHHUYTOXKCHO. Bot oTHOMIICHKE CHII 3714 K
HaM, K KaXXJIOMy H3 HAC, KO BCECM HaM B COBOKYIIHOCTHU: K 06IJ_II/IHaM,
CCMbSM, IrOCyaapCTBaM, BEPOUCITIOBECJAaHUAM, — KO BCEM 0e3 HCKIIOUCHHS.

U BMecte ¢ 3TuM MBI BUuguM otHolienue Crnacurens Xpucra. [lepen Hum —
Bcs Tparenus Bceenennoit, m OH, kak Obl 3a0bIBas 3Ty Tpareauio
Bcenennoit, BepHee, BUAS €€ BOIUIOLIEHHOM, Tparudyeckd, B OJHOM
YEIIOBEKE, OCTABJIACT BCE PaIH TOTO, YTOOBI CIIACTH ITOTO YEIIOBEKA. Y MEeM
JIM MBI 3TO ciAciaTh? YMeeM JiM Mbl 3a0bITh O OOJBIIHX 3aJa4Yax, O
KOTOPBIX MBI Meumaem, Pagd TOro, 4YTOObI COCPEJOTOYUTH CBOE
BHMMAaHHe, OTAATh CBOE cepile 10 KOHIA, TBOPYECKHU, TParunyecku,
KPeCTHO OJIHOM-e[INHCTBEHHOH HY:KIe, KOTOPOi MbI MOKeM IOMOYb?
W tpetwnii 06pa3 — 310 00pa3 JMo/IeiH raJapuHCKUX, KOTOPBIE 3HATHN, B KAKOM
COCTOSTHUH 3TOT OSCHOBATBIN, BUACIH YXkKAC €ro OECHOBATOCTH U CJIBIIIAH
0 TOM, YTO XPHCTOC €r0 UCIICIMIT U KaKOH IICHOH: TIeHa ObLia Morudeis ux
craga. M onn npunum ko Xpucty, npocs Ero yiimu, oCTaBUTh UX Ipeaensl,
HE TBOPHTH O0JIee 4y IeC, KOTOPHIE UM «IOPOTO CTOST»: IaXKe HE )KU3HU, HE
MOKOSI, @ BEIIECTBEHHOTr0 OorarcTia... BoT 0 uém oHu mpocunu: Yiam ot
Hac! TBom uygneca, TBost boxecTBeHHast JOOOBBH CIWIIKOM [UIsi HAac
HaKJIaHbI — yiu!

Ham nHamo mogymats o cebe. Mbl MoxeM cebst yBUIIETh B 00pas3e 3TOro
0OECHOBATOTO, TIOTOMY YTO KAJCO®lU U3 HAC BO BIACTH TEX WIIHU JPYTHX
cTpacTteil. B koM HET 3aBHCTH, B KOM HET rOpeYH, B KOM HET HEHaBUCTH, B
KOM HET TBICAYU JpYyrux rpexoB? Mbl Bce, B TOH WU ApYyrod mepe
OJICPKUMBI, TO €CTh MOJ BJIACThIO TEMHBIX CHJI, a 3TO U €CThb UX LEJb:
OBJIAJICTh HAMU, YTOOBI Mbl CTATU HUYEM MHBIM KaK OpYAUEM 3712, KOTOPOe
OHU XOTST TBOPUTH U MOTYT TBOPUTH M0IbKO Y€pe3 HAC, HO OJJHOBPEMEHHO
ceNaTh HaC HE TOJILKO TBOPIIAMH 3J1a, HO H CIPA0aibydmu... & 2




3 27 oxmsaobpsa 2024 .

I[oaymaeMm o cefe M0 OTHOLIEHUIO K IPYTUM JIIOASIM: He XOTHUM JIU Mbl
umu obsgagate? He crapaemcsi JiMm mp! HAJ HUMHM BJIACTBOBATH, UX
NnopadoTuTh, c1eJ1aTh U3 HUX OPYAUs HAIIeil BOJIM, MPeAMeThbl HAIINX
BO:KIeIeHni? Bcesgkuii m3 Hac MoxkeT B ce0e HaWTH HMMEHHO TakKue
CBOICTBa, TAKHE TIOCTYIIKH, U YBUJIETh BOKPYT CeOsl TAKHE UMEHHO KEPTBBL.

W wnHakoneu, moxymaeM: Mbl XpUCTOBBL. Heyxkenu ™Mb, Oynyun
XpHCTOBBIMH, HE BbIOEpEM MyTh XPHCTOB, KPECTHBIH, KEPTBECHHBIN Iy Th,
KOTOpPBI MOXXET JaThb CBOOOAY APYT'MM, HOBYIO JKMU3HB APYT'HM, €CITH
TOJIBKO MBI OTOPBEMCS OT BCETO TOTO, YTO HAC 3aHUMAET, PAAH TOrO YTOOBI
00paTUTh BHUMaHUE Ha OJHY pealibHYIO, Xryuyto Hyxnay? Ilogymaem o6
3TOM; MoTOoMy uT0o EBaHrenne k Ham o0pamaercs He AJIsl TOTO TOJBKO,
4TOOBI HAM NPpPeACTABUTHL 00pa3bl; EBaHrene — Npu3bIB U BBI30B: 20€
ThI CTOM b, KHO Thl, ¢ Kem Th1?.. Kaxxaplii 13 Hac gomKeH cede OTBETHTS,
u oTBeTUTH bory: xmo Me1? 20e Mb1?

Amuns!

Murtpononut AuToHuM (XpanoBULIKUN)
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo [{yxa.

l'ocnonp crpammBaeT O0ECHOBATOrO O €ro MMEHH. JTO
€JMHCTBEHHBIA ciydad, yTto ['ocmoam crpamuBaeT 00
HMMEHH, IPEKJEC YeM JaTh IPOCUMOE.

becHoBaThlii HAXOOWUTCI B  TSHKEIOM  COCTOSTHHH:
0’KECTOUYEHHBIN, OrOpYEHHBIM, HcHyraHHeld. Ecnm
YeJI0BEKa, HaXOAIIErocsl B TAKOM HaCTPOEHUU,CIIPOCUTB, KaK €ro 30ByT? -
OH Ha IIOJIOBHHY Cpa3y yCIOKAaHBaETC.

3HaueHHe MMEHH /JIsl YeJI0BEKa 0COOCHHO CWJIHLHO y XPHCTHAH: OHO
HATIOMHUHAET YeJIOBEeKY YroaHuka boxkus, BO uMs KOTOpPOro OH
KpeuéH.

Ho 31ech Ha Botipoc 06 nMeHu, 6ecHOBaThIi oTBeTHI «JIernoH,» nbo MHOTO
O0ecoB Bomwio B Hero. Ho urto nmermon mis XpucTa, CKa3aBIIEro, YTO
«umenem Moum 6ecos uzeonam... smus 6o3bmymy ... Korna na An. IlaBna
Ha MarbTe Hamana eXuHa, OH B3sUI €€ U OPOCHII B OTOHb. «Ha HedyoicHbie
PYKU 603100camy ... Bc€ 3T0 HEOTHOKPATHO MOBTOPSJIOCH, & MBI CIIyLIaeM
PO 3TO, HE OTPUIIAEM, HO HE IPUHUMAEM TaK OJHM3KO K Cep/ILy...

[louemy MbI He BUAUM uyjaec? - ToBOpAT Jroau. He BuasT riaynusl u
cymacuieqine, a XpUCTUAHE BUIST U Tenepb, Kak cMesio uaét lN'ocnoab
Ha yyjaeca. Hago MeHble JTIO0OUTH Te10 U 00JIblIe AyX, H TOIA KU3Hb
u dessnus Jyxa nam OyayT Buanee. B ucueneHust Hano BEpUTh, Kak BEpST
MIPOCTONIOANHBI U IPOCUTH, KaK OHU IIPOCHT.

Amuns!
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brnaxennsiit ®eodunakr bonrapckuit
CMmotpu: Oec onepKuM JABYMS CTPacTsMH 3J00BI,
nep3ocTuto u ctpaxoM. 6o ciosa: «umo Tebe om mens»
CBOMCTBEHHBI JEpP3KOMY M OecCThITHOMY paldy, a
«ymonsro Tebs» — OosznuBoMy. ZKuBET oH B rpodax c
HaMepeHHEeM BJIOKHUTD JIIOAAM JYKABYIO MBIC/Ib, YTO
AYLIW YMePUINX CTAHOBSATCS GecaMu.

becbr mpocsaT 0 TOM, 4TOO MM HE TOBEJICHO OBLIO WATH B O€3/HY, HO
MO3BOJICHO ellle MOXHUTh Ha 3emie. ['ocmoab mo3BoJisieT UM ObITH Ha
3emJie, YTOObI OHH, HANAJAfA Ha JIOAeH, JejaJd UX 0oJiee CJIaBHbIMH.
HN60 ecam O0b1 He OBLIO NMPOTHBOOOPCTBYIOIIWX, He ObLIO OBl H
MOJBMIOB, 2 €CJI4 Obl He ObLJIO MOJIBUTOB, HE ObLJI0 Obl U BEHIIOB.

3Hail 1 Oonee mepeHOCHBIH cMbIcH. KTo mmeer B cebe OecoB, TO eCTh
OecoBckHe Jera, TOT HE HaJAEBaeT Ha ce0sl OACKAbI, TO €CThb HE HMEET
OJIeXK bl KPEIIEHUS, U HE )KUBET B IOMY, TO €CTh B LIEpKBU, HOO HEAOCTOMH
BXOJMTH B LIEPKOBB, HO )KUBET BO rpo0ax, TO €CTh B MECTaX MEPTBBIX e,
HampuMep, B JoMax HemoTpeOHBIX, B MBITHHLAX (TaMoxHsX). 6o Takue
JIOMa CyTh BMECTUJIMIIA 37100bI.

berctBo mactyxoB ObUIO AJ15 TaIapPUHIEB MTOBOIOM K CIIACEHHIO; HO OHU HE
ypazymenu. UM nomxHO ObuTo yauBHThCS cuiie CracuTenst U yBepoBaTh B
Hero, a oHH, cka3zaHo, MPOCUIIK, TO €CTh YMOJISLIH, Mrcyca OTOWTH OT HUX.
Nb6o onm Oosumnch, yTOO emie HE MOTEPHETh KaKOro-HUOYIb APYroro
yOBITKa, TOA0OHO TOMY, KaK OHH JIMIIMINCH CBUHEH.

Ho TTOJTYYMBIITHHA HCLIEIICHHE TIPENICTaBIISIET HEenpepeKacMoe
JTIOKA3aTeNbCTBO ucteneHus. OH cTan HaCTONBKO 3JJ0POB YMOM, YTO TIO3HAT
Nucyca u npocun Ero, 4ro0s1 06T ¢ Hum. BepositHO, oH Oosticst, 4TOOHI,
o yxaneHnu ot Mucyca, eMy CHOBa He 1MONacTh BO BIACTh OECOB.

Ho T'ocnonw, moka3wiBas emy, 4To OH M He Oymyuu ¢ Hucycom, HO
nmokpeIBaeMblil Ero OmaromaTuro, MOXeT OBITh BBINIE OCCOBCKHX CETEH,
TOBOPHUT €MY: BO3BPATHUCh B JIOM CBOH M PacCKa)XH, YTO COTBOPWI TeOe
«bor».

He ckazam: «uro S COTBOpUII TCGC», yTOOBI HaM noaaTb 06pa3eu
CMUPCHHOMYpUA U 9TOOBI MBI BCSKOE CYACTIHBO COBCp].HéHHOC pA(SA) ()
OTHOCHIIN K BOl"y. Ho HCHGJ’ICHHBIfI OB HACTOJELKO 6naropa3yMeH, 4qTo
paccka3blBalI O TOM, YTO CACJIal EMY «I/II/ICYC». Xots FOCHO,Z[L 3aroBCaal
€My pacCcCKa3bIBaTb O TOM, UTO COTBOPUII EMY ((BOF», a OH pacCCKa3bIBACT,
4TO CACia]l EMY «I/IHcyc».

I/ITaK, Hn HaM, Korjga cacjiacM KOMy—HI/I6y2[B )106p0, HC OOJDKHO JKCJIaTh
nponoBeaAaHnuAg 00 OHOM; a TOT, KOMY CCJIaHO ,I[06p0, JOJIKCH BO3BCIIATH O
HEM, XOTA OBI MBI U HE JKEJIAIH CEro.
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Be a cheerful giver

Have you ever given something to somebody...
but you didn’t really want to?

Chrysostom
Dimitri
Friends
Gospel
Healing
Heroes
Jairus
Miracle
Rostov
Russia
Saints

Maybe your parents made you share something that
you wanted to keep to yourself, or you gave away
something that you would rather keep. It doesn’t feel
like giving when we don’t want to give, does it?
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In today’s epistle reading, Saint Paul tells us that each
of us should give to others because we want to (not
because somebody makes us do it!).

He says, “For God loves a cheerful giver.” That’s right! God wants us to be
cheerful and happy about giving to others, and about helping others too. Our
Lord never forces us to give to others or to help others.
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Did you know that when God asks us to do something, He shows us the way - WH AT’ S IN THE lCON?
first? God was the most cheerful giver of all! -
He gives us help with things every day. But even more, He gave His whole life : Here is another icon of St. Dimitri of

for us. He gives us a place in heaven with Him. God gives, and gives, and ® Rostov, Russia.
gives ... and He is a cheerful giver! =
% In this icon, he is looking up to the
' Queen of the Saints. Who is she?
M

ary, the Holy Theotokos.

God gives sufficient food and clothing and everything necessary. He even gives
us the ability to do “every good work.”

In another part of the Bible, we read, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom.” God is truly a cheerful giver!

If our Lord can give so much and be happy about it, do you think we can give to
others, and be happy and cheerful about it too? Let’s try!
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ST DIMITRI OF ROSTOV
BRINGING THE SAINTS TO US

Do you like to hear about heroes?
Maybe you've seen movies about superheroes,
or maybe you’ve read books about them. You
might have heard about real heroes too, ones
who are great examples to us!

Many years ago, in Russia, one saint wanted
people to hear stories about real heroes too.
And who were those heroes? The saints! Saint
Dimitri was born about 400 years ago. He was a
bishop, and he wrote and spoke so well that
people called him the “Chrysostom of Russia” because he reminded
them of another special saint, Saint John Chrysostom. He wrote and
spoke really wonderful sermons that we still have today!

One thing we remember St. Dimitri for is that he wrote 12 volumes—
12 whole books—of the Lives of the Saints. He wanted the faithful
people to know real heroes, real saints who could be examples to
them. Before St. Dimitri, the people of Russia did not have a way to
read about all these wonderful heroes.

Today, we have lots and lots of books about our beloved saints. You
can find many, even for children! Saint Dimitri of Rostov reminds us
to look to the saints because we can see what God has done for them.
Do you think you can try to learn about another saint’s story this
week?
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We celebrate St Dimitri tomorrow, October 28th (OC: November 9th). |§§
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St. Dimitri, pray for us!
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