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€EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 2
Epistle of the 16th Sunday, (181) 2 Corinthians 6:1-10

BRETHREN, We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not
to receive the grace of God in vain. For He says: “In an acceptable time I
have heard you, and in the day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now
is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We give no offense
in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed. But in all things we
commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations,
in needs, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in
sleeplessness, in fastings; by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by
kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, by the word of truth, by the
power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the
left, by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and
yet true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as
chastened, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.

Epistle of the Holy Fathers, (334) Hebrews 13:7-16

BRETHREN, Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word
of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Do not be carried
about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be
established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have
been occupied with them. We have an altar from which those who serve the
tabernacle have no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals, whose blood
is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned outside the
camp. Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own
blood, suffered outside the gate. Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the
camp, bearing His reproach. For here we have no continuing city, but we
seek the one to come. Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. But
do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well
pleased.

Gospel of the 4th Sunday of Saint Luke, (35) Luke 8:5-15

THE LORD SPOKE THE FOLLOWING PARABLE: “A sower went out to sow his
seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down,
and the birds of the air devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as soon as it
sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. And some fell among
thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. But others fell on good
ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When He had said
these things He cried, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” Then His
disciples asked Him, saying, “What does this parable mean?”” And He said,
“To you it has been given to know the mysteries  Continued on Page 3 =




3 €EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS (CONTINUED)
Continued from Page 2 = of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in
parables, that ‘Seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not
understand.” “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those
by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away
the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. But the
ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy;
and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall
away. Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have
heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and
bring no fruit to maturity. But the ones that fell on the good ground are those
who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear
fruit with patience.”

Gospel of the Fathers, (56) John 17:1-13 (Fathers)

AT THAT TIME: Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour
has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You
have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as
many as You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they may know
You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. I have
glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given
Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the
glory which I had with You before the world was. I have manifested Your
name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. They were
Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. Now they have
known that all things which You have given Me are from You. For I have
given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have received
them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; and they have
believed that You sent Me. I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but
for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. And all Mine are
Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. Now I am no longer
in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep
through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one
as We are. While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name.
Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the
son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I come to You,
and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in
themselves.”

REFLECTION onTHe SUNDAY GOSPEL 4
Fourth Sunday of Saint Luke

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

“A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell along the path,
and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it” (Luke 8.5).

Let us consider why the seed scattered along the path was snatched away. A
wayside or path is almost always hard and unbroken because it is trodden
down by the feet of all who pass by, and by the wheels of vehicles that are
drawn over it.

Since our Lord tells us that the “seed” in this parable is the “word of God”
and from such seed the joyful fruits of virtue will grow.

We learn from the image in the parable, however, that no sacred or divine
word will be able to enter those who have minds that are hard and unyielding.
Men of this kind are like highways that are trodden by unclean spirits and
indeed by Satan himself. They will never be producers of holy fruit because
their hearts are sterile and unfaithful.

“And some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it
had no moisture; and some fell among thorns; and the thorns grew with it
and choked it” (Luke 8:6-7).

There are other men whose hearts who carry their faith within them but with
indifference; theirs is a faith merely of words. They have a religion that is
without roots, for when they enter a church they are happy to see so many
assembled and they readily take part in the sacred Mysteries. They do not do
this out of seriousness of purpose, however, but rather from a kind of
lightheartedness.

When this kind of person goes out of church he immediately forgets the holy
teachings he has heard there, and, as soon as persecution arises, he will take
flight.

“Break up fresh ground,

and do not sow among thorns” (Jeremiah 4:3).

The Prophet Jeremiah tells us is warning us to first drive away from our
minds all worldly cares, so that the divine seed may germinate within us,
setting out strong, firm roots. Those who do this will be the rich and fruitful
soil yielding fruit a hundredfold.

“And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold
it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience” (Luke
8:15).

Good and beautiful are the souls who take deeply into themselves the seeds
of the Word, and keep them, and tend them with care.

Amen.




5 PATRISTIC COMMENTARY

Saint Kosmas of Aitolia, On the Parable of the Sower
It seems to me, dear brethren, that you have understood the parable. But so
that you will understand it better, take care to listen more carefully to the
words of the holy Gospel and let me say the following. to you.

Who is the Sower? It is our Lord and God Jesus Christ. As a sower the Lord
came out of His house, the Kingdom of heaven, and took seed to plant His
fields, which are the hearts of His people.

What is the seed? It is the holy Gospel. The Gospel calls us to believe in Him
and to be baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and to have love for God and for our brethren.

What is the road? It is the proud man whose heart is hard and trodden upon
by worldly concerns. The word but it does not enter his heart, and it remains
barren, that is, without any spiritual benefit.

What is the rock? It is the heart of the person who hears God’s word and
accepts it with joy but has little reverence for Christ, and when he is tempted,
he denies Christ and goes with the devil.

What are the thorns? these represent the person who hears God’s word and
to whom evil passions later come and choke him and he remains barren.

What is the good earth? It is the person who struggles to please God.

But yet, you may not have understood the further meaning of the parable, so
we should cite examples for you.

Let us thus say something about the rock and the road: the hard ground.

In olden times there was a king of the Jews named Manasseh who tormented
them with many tortures. The prophets and teachers counseled him to rule
with gentleness, but he did not repent. What did God do? He raised up a king
who fought him and made him a slave. He locked him inside a large kettle
to burn him. What did Manésseh do inside the kettle? He remembered his
sins, he wept, he begged God and promised Him he would no longer sin.

Seeing his good disposition, God heard his repentance, saw his tears, and
sent an angel to free him. Later, Manasseh sold his possessions, gave alms,
and lived an ascetic life the remainder of his days with fasts, vigils, and
prayer. He ultimately went to paradise and rejoices forever.

If, my brethren, there is someone among you who is as hard-hearted as
Manasseh, let him remember his sins, repent, and weep. Let him be certain
that God accepts his repentance as He did that of Manasseh .

Let us next say something about the thorns.

Blessed Mary of Egypt was twelve years old when she fell into the hands of
the devil. She lived in sin day and night, but then the Continued on Page 5 =
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merciful God enlightened her. She eft the world, went into the desert, and
led a hermit’s life for forty years. She was cleansed and became like an angel.

God wished to give her rest, so He sent the holy ascetic Z6simas to hear her
confession and to give her Holy Communion. Then He received her holy
soul into paradise, where she rejoices with the angels.

If there is anyone here like Blessed Mary, let him immediately weep and
repent, now that he has time, and let him be assured that he will be saved as
was Blessed Mary.

Let us also next say something about the good earth.

Saint Paraskevi was a twelve-year-old maiden from a noble house. Left an
orphan, she divided up all her possessions among the poor. And thus, with
her abject poverty she purchased paradise!

In place of cosmetics, she wore tears, remembering her sins. In place of
earrings, she kept her ears open to hear the sacred Scriptures. In place of a
necklace, she fasted often, which made her neck shine like the sun. In place
of rings, she acquired calluses on her fingers from the many prostrations she
made. In place of a golden belt, she had her virginity which she guarded all
her life. In place of a dress, she was covered by modesty and fear of God.
This is how the saint decked herself.

If there is any maiden who wishes to adorn herself, let her consider what this
saint did and let her do the same if she wishes to be saved. But this is not all.

When she was betrayed to King Antoninus as Christian, he asked her to deny
Christ and worship the gods that she might become queen. But she refused.

For whoever has Christ in his heart fears nothing in the world. If we too wish
not to fear either people or demons, let us have God in our hearts.

The king ordered a big fire to be lighted and to place over it a pot filled with
tar and sulfur. The king ordered the saint to be put into the pot to be boiled.
The saint made the sign of the Cross and got in. The king waited two, three
hours and seeing she was not being boiled, he said: “Paraskevi, why are you
not burning?” The saint said: “Because Christ cooled the water.” The King
replied: “Sprinkle me with the water so I can see whether it burns or not.”

The saint took some water in her hands, threw it into his face and
immediately — behold the miracle — the king became blind, and his face was
flayed. The king then shouted: “Great is the God of the Christians. In Him [
also believe. Come Out and baptize me.”

The saint got out and indeed baptized him and his entire kingdom. Later
another king beheaded her, and she went to paradise to rejoice forever. This
woman, Saint Paraskevi, yielded a hundred-fold, according to the Lord’s
word.




7 TODAY'S COMMEMORNATION

The Holy Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council (AD 787)
In Byzantine practice, the 350 holy God-bearing Fathers of the Seventh
Ecumenical Council are commemorated on October 11th if it is a Sunday,
or otherwise on the Sunday which follows October 11th. According to the
Slavic menaion, however, if the eleventh falls on Monday, Tuesday, or
Wednesday, the service is moved to the preceding Sunday.

The Seventh Ecumenical Council was the second to meet at Nicaea, about
100 miles southeast of Constantinople. Empress Irene convened this Council
which met from September 24 to October 13, 787 at Nicaea.

Under the presidency of Patriarch Tarasios of Constantinople, 350 holy
Fathers assembled to affirm Orthodox dogma. A dogma is an eternally-
unchanging truth about the Holy Trinity.

At issue was the erroneous — heretical — notion that iconography was not
proper in Christian tradition and worship. In fact, Jesus Christ can
definitively be depicted — because He is both true God and true man.

During His public ministry people saw Jesus, they also heard Him and
touched Him. He was known to all as a real human being — and He is real
God together with the Father and the Holy Spirit. The icon of Jesus Christ
affirms His physical existence, and thus proclaims His incarnation — God
becoming man — as a true fact “‘for us men and for our salvation.”

The Synod of AD 787, held during the reign of Empress Irene and her son
Constantine VI, not only ended a half century of iconoclast persecution but
also reiterated that the veneration of the holy icons is basic to the faith and
spirituality of Christ’s Church. As the Synaxarion states, “/t was not simply
the veneration of the holy images that the Fathers defended in these terms
but, in fact, the very reality of the Incarnation of the Son of God.”

The Council further decreed that the veneration of icons was not idolatry.
The honor, or veneration, shown to them is not directed to the wood or paint
but passes to the prototype (Christ, the Theotokos, or the saint depicted).

Through Moses God forbade the making of any graven (“carved”) image (cf-
Exodus 20:4-5). Iconography is in no wise contrary to this prohibition. But
it is also a fact that God directed Moses to make two graven — or “hammered”
— Cherubim of gold to be placed on top of the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus
25:18-21). In addition, “artistic designs of Cherubim” were to be woven into
the both the curtains for the Tabernacle (tent) in the wilderness (Exodus 26:1)
as well as into the veil before the Holy of Holies (Exodus 26:31).

The Synod thus upheld the possibility of depicting Christ, Who became man
and took flesh at His Incarnation. On the other hand, it also affirmed that the
Father cannot be represented in His eternal nature, because “no man has seen
God at any time” (John 1:18).

HYMNS xttHe DIVINE LITURGY 8
Tone 7, Troparion (Resurrection)
By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death. * To the thief Thou didst open
Paradise. ¢ For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change weeping into joy, * and
Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God, * to proclaim that Thou
art risen, * granting the world great mercy.

Tone 8, Troparion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
O Savior at the Middle of the Feast, ¢ fill my thirsting soul with the waters of
piety, as Thou didst cry to all: * “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and drink.”
* O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to Thee.

Tone 8, Troparion (Fathers)
Thou art most glorious, O Christ our God, * Who hast established the Holy
Fathers as lights on the earth. « Through them Thou hast guided us to the
True Faith. « O greatly compassionate One, glory to Thee.

Tone 7, Kontakion (Resurrection)
The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, ¢ for Christ
descended, shattering and destroying its powers. ¢ Hell is bound, while the
Prophets rejoice and cry: ¢ “The Savior has come to those in faith; * enter,
you faithful, into the Resurrection.”

Tone 4, Kontakion of the Temple (Midfeast of Pentecost)
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, * cried to all in the midst of the feast
of the law: “Come and draw the water of immortality.” « We fall before Thee
and faithfully cry: * “Grant us Thy mercies for Thou art the Fountain of our life.”

Tone 6, Kontakion (Fathers)
Glory... The Son Who shone forth from the Father « was ineffably born, two-
fold in nature, of a woman. * Having beheld Him, we do not deny the image
of His form, « but depict it piously and revere it faithfully. « Thus, keeping
the True Faith, ¢ the Church venerates the icon of Christ Incarnate.

Tone 2, Kontakion of the Theotokos
Both... Steadfast protectress of Christians, * constant advocate before the
Creator; * despise not the entreating cries of us sinners, * but in thy goodness
come speedily to help us who call on thee in faith. « Hasten to hear our petition
and to intercede for us, O Theotokos, ¢ for thou dost always protect those who
honor thee.

Prokeimena
The Lord shall give strength to His people. The Lord shall bless His people
with peace. (Psalm 28:11)

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is *
Thy Name forever. (Song of the Three Holy Children, v. 3)
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EBanrenue

Berimen cesitens cesTh ceMsi CBOE, U KOTJIa OH CEslll, THOE YIIaio Py I0pore
1 OBLTO TIOTONTAHO, ¥ MITHUIIBI HEOSCHBIC MOKJICBATHN €ro; a MHOE yIaJio Ha
KaMeHb U, B30MIs, 3aCOXJI0, IOTOMY YTO HE MMEJO BJIArd; a MHOE YMajo
MEXIY TEPHUEM, U BBIPOCIO TEPHHUE U 3ariylIWJIO €r0; a MHOE yHauo Ha
IoOpyr0 3eMIIF0 W, B3OWMIs, MPUHECIO IUIoA cTopuuyHbid. CkasaB cue,
BO3IJIACWII: KTO HMMEET YIIU CiblaTh, Aa cAbiuT! Yduenuku ke Ero
crpocuiy y Hero: uto Obl 3Haumna nmputya cusi? OH cKa3ai: BaM JaHO 3HATh
taiinbl LapctBust boxus, a mpourM B MpUTUYaX, TAK YTO OHU BUAS HE BUIST
U CIblIIa HE pazyMeloT. BOT 4TO 3HAUMUT MpHUTYa CHUS: CEMS €CTh CIIOBO
boxue; a ynaBiiee npu myTH, 3TO CyTh CIyIIAIOIINE, K KOTOPHIM MOTO'M
MPUXOJIUT TUABOJ U YHOCHT CIIOBO M3 CEP/ILa X, YTOOBI OHU HE YBEPOBAIU
Y HE CIAC/IKCh; a yIaBllee Ha KaMEHb, 3TO T€, KOTOpbIe, KOTJa YCIBIILIAT
CJIOBO, C PaIOCThIO IPUHUMAIOT, HO KOTOPBIEC HE UMEIOT KOPHS, U BpeMEHEM
BEpYIOT, a BO BPEeMs MCKYIICHUS OTMHANAl0T; a yHaBIlIee B TEPHUE, ITO TE,
KOTOpBIC CIyIMIAIOT CJIOBO, HO, OTXO.Hf, 3aboTamu, OOTaTCTBOM U
HaCIaXJICHUAMH >KUTCHCKUMHU MOAABISIIOTCS U HE MPUHOCAT IUIOAA; a
yHagBIiee Ha JOOPYO 3eMITI0, 3TO Te, KOTOPBIE, YCIBIIIAB CJI0OBO, XPaHST €ro
B JOOPOM M YKCTOM CEpJLC ¥ MPUHOCAT 1o B TepneHnn. Ckazas 31o, OH
BO3IJIACHII: KTO UMEET YIIH CIBINIATh, Aa ciblut! (JIx.8, 5-15).

Mutponosut Autonnit CypoxCcKuii
«Bockpecnuvle nponoseouy
Bo umsa Omya u Ceina u Ceamoeo /yxa.

JIBa pa3a roBoputr XpHCTOC B NMPOYUTAHHOM CETOJTHS
OTPBIBKC O CJIbIIIAHUU: ((uMelOWMiZ yuwiu ciasluiamos oa
Cavliiumy U «6Hemaume, KAk 6vl civluiume) — TO €CTb
o0paTuTe BHHMaHHeE, IOCTaBbTe Mepes co00ii BONpoc
0 TOM, KaK BbI CJIBIIINATE CJI0BO boxne.
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1 = boue cIIOBO MBI CIIBIIIMM M3 T'ojia B roJl B EBaHrennu, yuTacMoM B
LIEPKBH, MBI CAMH YUTAEM €0 U30 JAHS B ICHb; UTO K€ MBI YCIBIIIAINA B 3TOM
eBaHrenbckoM uyTeHuu? Mol BcTpetunu bora u moBepunu B Hero; Mbl
Berpetwu ['ocnona Hamero Mucyca Xpucra, Mbl Ha3Basiuch Ero numenem,
XpUCTUAHAMU: HO KaKHUE IJI0JbI puHecau Mbl? Mbl 3HaeM bora, — 3HaeM,
yTto bor ecth JIt000BE, TIO00BL HEUCTOIMMAST, TFOOOBEL O€30HHAs, TFO00BhL
KpEeCTHas, Takasl JIF0O0Bb, KOTOpas cedsi OT/ajia Ha TIOJHOE pacTep3aHue U
0e33aIUTHOCTD, YTOOBI HAc crmacTh. Pa3Be MbI moxoxu Ha Toro bora, B
Kortoporo mbr Bepum? Ecmu MBI BepuMm B J000BB, €ClU JIFOOOBH —
IOCJICAHEE U BCE, UTO COCTABIISICT CMBICI KU3HU, — MOXKEM JIH MBI CKa3aTh,
YTO MBI 3Ty OJIarylo, CIIACUTEIBHYIO BECTh O JIIOOBHU YCIBIIIAIN HE TOJIHKO
CIyXOM, HO M YMOM, M cepaieM? YCIbIIaId CepaleM TaK, YTOOBI
3aropeThCsi TFOOOBBIO, YCIBIIIANN YMOM TaK, YTOOBI TOCTOSIHHO CTaBUTh
cebe BOIpPOC: CIIOBA, KOTOPHIC s TOBOPID, MOU JIEHCTBUS, TIOCTYIIKH, MOS
JKU3HB B IIEJIOM — BBIPAXKAOT JIU JTFOOOBB WIIH SIBJITFOTCS OTPUIIAHUEM BCEH
Moei Bepbl?.. [loToMy YTO ec/i MbI He BOILIOLIAeM JIIO0OBb B KU3Hb, TO
HAallla Bepa TOJbLKO Ha CJI0BaX.

Ilepen tem kak mpousHocuMm CHMBOJN Bepbl, moeMm «Bepyro...»: Mbl
MpHU3BaHbl BCIIOMHUTH 00 3TOM: Bo3znwobum opye opyea, umobbl eOuHbIM
cepoyem ucnoseoosamsv Omya u Coina u Cessmoeo yxa... Ecam MbI Ipyr
Apyra He JHOOMM BHUMATEJIbHO, BIYMYHBO, TBOPYECKH, KEPTBEHHO,
KOI/Ia 3TO HYKHO, H PAJIOCTHO, — TO, KOI/Ia Mbl MPOU3HOCHM 3TH CJIOBA
o Tpouunom bore, KoTopslii ects JI1o00Bb, MBI He BepyeM, MbI TOJIbKO
MPUTBOPsIEMCS.

[locraBum xe mepem co0oil 3TOT BOMPOC CO BCEH OCTPOTOW, CO Beel
CepbE3HOCThIO:  OOrOOTCTYMNHMK He TOJBKO TOT, KTO OTpHIaeT
cymectBoBanue bora, HexpucTh He TOIBKO TOT, KTO OTMeTaeT XpHCcTa
Kkak ceoero Cnacuressi. MbI Mo:keM ObITH €peTHKAMHU, HAPYIIHMTEIIMHA
U ONHUPATEJSIMH Bepbl, €CJIM HUYeM HAIA ;KU3Hb He CBUAETeIbCTBYET,
4To bor-/I1000Bb 32:k€ér HAalIy AyIIy HOBOIi, CBepX3eMHOI JII0OOBLIO,
4yt0 OH HAC HAYYHJ JIOOUTH TAK, KAK HA 3eMJIe HAYYHThCS HeJIb351, KaK
MOKHO HAYYHUTHCS TOJbKO OT Bora... [loctaBum 3TOT BOonpoc, 1 OTBETUM
Ha HEro JIEp3HOBEHHO, CMEJIO, PaJOCTHO, HE CIIOBaMH, a XU3HBIO: U TOT/a
JKU3Hb Hallla pacuBeTEeT, KOrJa OCYLIECTBUTCA TO, YTO HaMm obeman
Xpucroc, Koraa TOBOPUI: A npunec 8am JHCU3Hb, HCUHL C U3OLIMKOM —
TaKyI0 IOJTHOTY KU3HU, KaKyI0 36MJIsl HE MOXKET AaTh.

Amumno.




13 oxmsabps 2024 2. 3
‘ brnaxennsiit ®eodunakr bonrapckuit

«TonkoBanue Ha CBsToe EBaHrenue»
[Iputua o cestene

Heme cOputOCS TO, YTO AaBHO ckasan JlaBum ot
nuna XpuctoBa. « Omxpor, — CKa3al OH, — ycma
Mou 6 npumuey (Ilcan. 77, 2).

l'ocnosis mpuTYaMU TOBOPHII 110 MHOTUM IIETISIM,
HMEHHO, 4YTOOBl ciymiateneil caenats Oomee
BHUMATEIIEHBIMA W BO30YyJUTh YM HMX K HACIEAOBaHUIO TOTO, O YeM
roBopurcs (MO0 Mbl, JIOAM, OOBIKHOBEHHO Oojiee  3aHMMaeMcs
MPUKPOBEHHBIMU peYaMM, M Ha SCHBIC Mayo oOpalaeM BHUMAaHUS), U
YTOOBI HEJIOCTOMHBIC HE MOHSIIA TOTO, YTO TOBOPUTCS TAMHCTBEHHO; U T10
MHOTHUM JPYTUM OOy IeHUSM ToBOpuT OH mpuTyaMu. Beimen «cestenby,
10 ecTh ChiH boxuil. «Boimen» u3 neap Otua u u3 CBoel COKPOBEHHOCTH
u caenancs BuguMbIM. Kto ke Beimen? ToT, KTo Bcerja ceer.

160 Coin Bo:xkuii He mepecTaeT Bcerja cesitb B Hamux aymax: OH ceer
B HallMX Jylax go0pble ceMeHAa He TOJbKO TOrJa, KOraa y4uT, HO U
ype3 MHP ceil, M Upe3 Te SIBJIeHUS, KOTOPbIe COBEPIIAIOTCH ¢ HAMHU U
0Kko0J10 Hac. OH BBIIIEN HE 3aTeM, YTOOBI MOTYOUTH 3eMJIeNENbLEB MU
BBDKEYb CTpaHy, HO 3aT€M TOJIbKO, YTOOBI cesThb. MO0 3emienerner yacto
BBIXOJHUT HE 3aTeM TOJIBKO, YTOOBI CesiTh, HO | 3a ApyruM. — OH BBIIIENT
cesTh cemst «cBoey. M0o cioBo yuenus y Hero Obiio coOcTBeHHOE, a He
gyxoe. [Ipopoku, HanpuMep, YTO HU TOBOPHIIM, TOBOPHJIN HE OT ceds, HO
ot Jlyxa; moueMy W rOBOPWJIM OHHU: «3TO roBopuT 'ocnogp». A Xpucroc
umen cemsi CBoe; mouemy, korzna u yumi, OH HE TOBOPHI: «3TO TOBOPUT
locnoas», HO: «S roBopro Bam». — Korga OH cesis, TO €CTh yUui, HUHOE
ceMs yIajo IpH A0pore.

He ckazan On: cedrenb Opocuil, HO: OHO YIaJIO; IOTOMY YTO cesiTeJIb ceeT
H Y4YMT, a CJIOBO NTaJ1aeT B cepAna caymareaeil. OHH-TO H 0Ka3bIBAIOTCS
HJIM OPOTO010, WJIM KaMHeM, WM TepHHeM, HWJIH 3eMJIel0 100poro. —
Korna yuenuku crnpocunu o nputde, ['ocnoas ckas3an uM: BaM JaHO 3HATh
TalHBI HAPCTBUS oKL, TO €CTh, BaM, KeNAIOMNUM HAyIUTHCS; OO BCAKUN
MPOCSILIHIA TOTy4YaeT. A IpOYNM, HEIOCTOMHBIM TAMHCTB, OHU COOOIIAIOTCS
MPUKPOBEHHO, M TAKOBBIE KaXyTCd BUISIIMMH, HO HE BHIAT, U
CIBIIIAIIUMH, HO HE Pa3yMeIoT, U 3TO JUIS UX ke Oiara.

N6o XpucToc AJs TOro COKPbLI CHe OT HHX, YTOOBI OHHU, MO3HAB
TAMHCTBA U Mpe3peB UX, He NOANAJN 00JbIIEeMY OCYKAEHHUIO, TAK KaK
3HAKOIIUI U NpeHeOperaIuii JOCTOUH TArvaiimero Hakazanus. Tpu
pa3psifa JroJeid, KoM He CIIAcAIOTCS 110 3TOH MpUTYe. & 4

4 13 oxmaops 2024 2.
3 % K mepBOMY OTHOCSITCS T€, KO MTOIOOHBI CEMEHH, YIIABIIEMY ITPH Y TH,
TO €CTh COBEPIIEHHO HE MPUHSIIN YYSHHS, MO0 KaK JOpora yTONTaHHAS H
n30uTasg, HEe TMPUHUMAET CEMCHH, IOTOMY YTO OHa JKEeCTKa, TaK W
JKECTOKOCEPABIE COBEPLICHHO HE NMPUHUMAIOT YYEHHUS, IIOTOMY YTO, XOTS
OHH U CIIyIIAIOT, HO 0€3 BHUMaHUs.

K apyromy oTtHOCATCS T€, KOM TOAOOHBI CEMEHH, yIaBLIeMy Ha KaMEHb, TO
€CTb T€, KOU XOTS U IPUHAIHN YUYEHHE, HO TIOTOM, IT0 HEMOIIIH YEI0BEUYECKOH,
OKa3aJIuCh OECCUIIBHBIMY MPE UCKYIIEHUsIMH. TpeTuii xe pa3psa—aTo Te,
KOM 3HAIOT YUE€HHUE U OJHAKOXX HOAABISIOTCA 3a00TaMU KUTCHCKAMHU.

Wrtak, Tpm 4YacTtH morudapimux, a ogHa — cnacapumuxcs. Takum
00pa3oM crnacaluxcs Majao, a NOrudalmuX — 04YeHb MHOTO.

Cmotpu, kak OH TOBOPUT OTHOCHUTEIBHO TIIOJABIISIEMBIX 3a00TaMu
KUTCHCKUMH: He cka3an OH, YTO OHM MOAABJIAIOTCS OOraTcTBOM, HO
3abotamu o 6orarcTee. 160 He GoraTcTBO BpenuT, a 3a60T1hl 0 HeM. [loTomy
YTO MHOTHE MOJYYMIH T0JIb3y OT OOrarcTBa, pa3jiaB €ro Ha yTOJCHHUE
rosioga OenHbIX. [IpuMeTh, mokanyld, ¥ TOYHOCTh €BaHIENIUCTA, KaK OH
CKa3aJl O CHACAIOLINXCSL: «VCALIUABULU CTIOB0, XPAHAM €20).

DTO cKazaa OH paau T€X, KOU IpH MMyTH, nbo cuu He COACPIKAT YYCHUC, HO
AbSBOJI YHOCUT €TO Y HUX.

«1 npunocam nnioo» — 310 ckazan OH pagu TeX, KOU IOJAABIISIOTCS
3a00TaMH JKUTCHCKUMH M HE BBIJCP)KUBAIOT J0 KOHIIA, HOO TaKOBBIC, TO
€CTh HE HOCSAIIINE 10 KOHIIA, HEe TIPUHOCST IUI0/IA.

«B mepnenuuy — ckazai paau TeX, KOTOpbIC Ha KAMEHU; OHU U IPUHUMAIOT
y4YeHHE, HO, HE YCTOSIB HPOTUB HAIICIUIETO HCKYIICHUS, OKa3bIBAIOTCS
HeronubiMu. Bunumis nu, kak OH cKazan O CHACAIOLIUXCS: «XPaHAm U
NPUHOCAM NA00 8 MepPReHuny» W 9pe3 dTH TPU CBOHCTBA OTIMYMI UX — OT
HE COJEpKalUX, KAKOBHI T€, KOTOPBIE MPU ITyTH, OT HE MPUHOCAIIUX 102,
KaKOBBbl — T€, KOTOPbIC B TEPHUSIX, U OT HE MEPEHOCSIIUX HAMaAllero Ha
HUX UCKYIICHUS, KAKOBBI — T€, KOTOPhIC HA KAMEHHU.




“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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What does it mean?

Have you ever had a question at school
or at church or even with your family or friends, but  §
you were too shy to ask it? Maybe you pretended you
knew the answer. Maybe you changed the subject.
Maybe you just kept quiet and kept it to yourself.

GHRIST Tie SOUIER
<

Today’s Gospel reading is the parable of the sower.
Jesus told a story about a man planting seeds. Some
of the seeds fell in good places, and some didn’t. The
ones that fell in the good places were the ones that
grew to be big, healthy plants.

Jesus told this story because He wanted people to learn something...not
about gardening but about listening to the word of God. The seeds that
fell in the good dirt were like people who hear the word of God and do it!

We know what that parable meant, because we read about it in the Bible. But
did you know that Jesus’s disciples didn’t know what it meant? They didn’t
know why Jesus was telling them about planting seeds! Of course, they could

They could have just kept quiet. But instead the disciples asked Him, “What
does this mean?” And then Jesus explained the whole story.

So, let’s be like the disciples! We might have a question about something in the
Bible, or about what goes on at church, or about what we believe as Orthodox
Christians. Don’t be shy or embarrassed. Just ask, “What does this mean?”!

have pretended they knew what it meant. They could have changed the subject.
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Can you find these
words in the jum-
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Disciples
Forest
Gallus
Gospel
Holy
Meaning
Mission
Parable
Preach
Sower
Switzerland
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' Here is another icon of St. Gallus
of Switzerland. Do you see what
| kind of animal he has at his feet?

| that is like one you might have

| heard about St. Seraphim. Even
the bears listened to these holy

| men!
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# There is a story about St. Gallus
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SAINT GALLUS
A SWISS SAINT

What do YOU know about Swit-

zerland? The rich chocolate? Fancy Swiss army | |
knives? Excellent skiing in the Swiss Alps?

Do you know how Switzerland became a Chris-
tian country? Long ago, in the 600’s, a monk
named Gallus (or Gallen) came from Ireland to
teach people about Christ. Most of the people
there were pagan—they still worshipped idols.

St. Gallus had a tough time there because the
people did not want to believe at first. But
once, he healed the daughter of a duke, and to thank him, the duke
gave Gallus land to start a monastery. He built it on the shores of
beautiful Lake Constance, and he lived there for many years.

Lots of times, St. Gallus was asked to become a bishop, but he was
such a humble man that he always refused. He didn’t want to have
that kind of power and fame. (Of course, God has helped lots of holy
| men to be bishops though.) But St.
Gallus became well-known whether
he liked it or not. Many people knew
siiabout this holy man, even though he
lived quietly in the forests of Switzer-
"land. And now you know about him
oo!
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Lake Constance today, in Switzerland

We celebrate St. Gallus on Wednesday, October 16th (OC: October 29th). |§§
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Let anyone with ears to hear, listen!
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The Children’s Word is a weekly bulletin for Orthodox Christian young people. Copyright 2024 Alexandra Houck.
Email is orthodoxchildrensword (at) gmail.com. Find it each week at myocn.net.





